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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN,
REVEREND MARTIN VALLELY

Dearest Brothers,

Well.......oooooiiii. I certainly did not expect my Easter Message to
you to look like this........... Who among us could ever have predicted,
even six weeks ago, that we would be in this situation now? Last
month, | wrote to you about the Holy Spirit---and, boy, do we ever need
the Spirit now!

| first of all express my deep appreciation for all your checking in, all
your messages and calls of support and encouragement, which have
strengthened and comforted Father Mike and myself. | know that our
Knights continue to stand strong, and are doing many things behind the
scenes to help out. 1 also want to myself check in, letting you know
that 1 am praying for you and for your families at this very sacred and
“hidden-away” time. | hope you are all doing OK. As we enter Holy
Week, a very different Holy Week from our usual experience, may we
each enter into the Passion of Christ in the very depths of our souls, letting him reshape both our individual
selves, our Church, and our world, according to his supreme self-gift.

There is a flood of stuff out there right now that you can read, watch, reflect on---almost too much to
absorb. | want to share one little thing I suspect you are unlikely to find anywhere else. | came across an
article which quoted a remarkable, controversial, ahead-of-his-time Jesuit of the 20" century, named
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. Teilhard was many things; in particular, he was something of a poet. There
was an occasion when he found himself unable to celebrate Mass for an extended period of time. It
produced the following gorgeous prayer, which I make my own, for you and for the world---while | am
of course still able to celebrate Mass, | am unable to celebrate it with you, so the sentiment is similar:

“Since once again, Lord, I have neither bread, nor wine, nor altar ... I, your priest,
will make the whole earth my altar, and on it | will offer you all the labours and
sufferings of the world ... I call before me the whole vast anonymous army of living
humanity, those who surround me and support me though I do not know them ... I
know we cannot forestall, still less dictate to you, even the smallest of your actions;
from you alone comes all initiative - and this applies in the first place to my prayer
... Do you now, therefore, speaking through my lips, pronounce over this earthly

-~ 1 -~
287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7


http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 April 2020

travail your twofold efficacious word ... Over every living thing which is to spring
up, to grow, to flower, to ripen during this day, say again the words: This is my
Body. And over every death-force which waits in readiness to corrode, to wither,
to cut down, speak again the commanding words which express the supreme mystery
of faith: This is my blood.”

This reflection actually leads very well into consideration of this month’s theme in our journey
through the Apostles’ Creed. Right after, “I believe in the Holy Spirit”, we immediately say, “[I
believe in] the holy catholic Church” (or, as the Nicene creed puts it, “the one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church”). How ironic that this phrase from the Creed happens to come up right now,
when we are all having to think hard about what it means to be “Church”. Maybe we have become
too lazy in our thinking, maybe have never grown past the notion that the church is simply a
building or an institution, or that some “them” (presumably Pope, Bishops, priests and nuns, etc.)
are the church, but not the rest of us. Our present forced absence from regular Sunday worship
and the sacraments will hopefully sharpen our realization that we are all the Church----called by
our Baptism to contribute, each in our own appointed way, to the building up of the Body of Christ
and the spreading of the Good News.

Jesus brought the Church into being so that it might be, right here on earth, the first flowering
forth of the coming Kingdom of God (as in “thy kingdom come.....”). We need to be reminded
that the Church is, first and foremost, a living mystical communion. We all draw our life from
Christ our Head, and then we the Members are mutually sharing that life with one another,
strengthening each other along the way. We have a mission: to make Christ known in every atom
of his Mystical Body, and beyond it. To paraphrase Saint Mother Teresa, we belong to each other-
--and, if we experience unhappiness and dissatisfaction in our life as Church, or in the world in
general, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.

| pray that the endurance of this painful purgatory of our present day will mean that we will never
again forget that we belong to each other. May we redouble our prayers for the whole Church
right now. May we recommit ourselves to the hard but magnificent work of building up Christ’s
body the Church................. especially where that body is hurting badly right now.

Brothers, may you and yours have an Easter of peace, renewal, and true joy. The Lord is Risen,
and he is alive, and we will not lose sight of that,
no matter what!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Father Martin Vallely

Chaplain Vincent lantomasi — April 5

Ron Lehocki — April 13
Stuart Woods — April 14

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

Congratulations Reverend Father Michael Downey — April 30 — 43 years
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE

In these challenging times, I want to keep in touch with you and your families. As the Grand Knight,
I am want to determine that our membership and their families are okay and determine if you require
any assistance and are doing well, during this Covid - 19 Pandemic. To assist me in this effort, I
asked Financial Secretary Vic Lefebvre to create a “Call Tree” process. Once a week, one of six of
us are calling you. Take this opportunity to let us know how you are coping and let us know if you
need any assistance in your day to day lives. This is the time for us to put our principles of Fraternity
and Unity into action.

The News I am hearing on the Television News Broadcasts, is rather alarming, to say the least. As of
today, Friday, April 3, throughout the World, there are approximately 1.4 million cases of the Covid
- 19 Disease being treated and to date, approximately 55,000 people, who have died, and the numbers
are still climbing.

The Government of Canada has reported 11,761 cases of the Covid - 19 Disease being treated to date,
and reported 152 people, who have died. Also included in the aforementioned numbers, is the
Province of Ontario, who presently has 81 people, who have died of Covid - 19. Also, the News
Broadcast from the Ontario Premier's Office, announced that the Projection for the Province of
Ontario, that we can expect 1,600 Covid - 19 related deaths, by the end of April, if stricter measures
are not taken. Also, the surge before the flatting of the curve has not yet occurred. Also the Ontario
Public Health, reported that 16% of the deaths involved people in their 80's.

My dear Brother Knights I ask that you and your Families, please self-isolate and stay at home to stop
the spread of this disease, wash your hands with soap and water and do not touch your face. Also, if
you have to leave your homes for any reason, please practice social distancing and avoid groups of 5
or more individuals, at any given time. Then once you return to your residence, please self-isolate at
home for an additional 14 days, before leaving your home again.

This time in our lives is hard on everyone concerned, and I also miss being around my own family,
son and grandchildren. Like everything in our lives, this will come to pass and we will again be free
to live our lives again. Please be patient, safe and trust in God to take care of us.

My Brother Knights and your Families, you will all be in Theresa and my prayers, so keep the Faith
and let us hope we will meet again soon. God Bless you all.

Although all Council Activities which require personal contact have been suspended, we must
continue with our business. To that end, we will be having an electronic “virtual meeting” on
Tuesday, April 7 at 7:00 pm. You will receive an invitation via e-mail. | hope that you can join and
take part.

Vivat Jesus

Joe Milton
Grand Knight
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PRAYER NETWORK

In charity, we pray for:

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac

Brother Michael Nelligan

Brother Henry Rudachyk

Brother Kees Van Asselt
Joanna Baumgartner, wife of Brother Joe
Evangeline Nelligan, wife of Brother Michael
Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael
Nelligan
Richard Cupido, grandson of Brother Guido

In her memory, we pray for:
Barbara Blake, mother of Brother Deacon
Paul Edmondstone who passed away on
Monday, March 30, 2020

Prayer for Healing

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of
your command, drive away from me all forms of
sickness and disease. Restore strength to my
body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed
health, 1 may bless and serve you, now and
forever more.

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact
Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail
at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com

Mm”

Family Fraternal Benefits
from a Brother Knight

Call your Fraternal Adviser
Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.1.C.
1-905-820-8117

E-Mail: mario.rodriguez@kofc.org

CALENDAR
OF
COUNCIL EVENTS

All Council Events have been suspended with the

following online exceptions.

Apr. 5— Palm Sunday
Pre-recorded Mass
on Parish website available at 9:00 am

Apr. 7 — General Business Meeting
At the recommendation of our
Supreme Council, we will be holding
a Virtual Meeting using an online
meeting application. Check your e-
mail service for the invitation to
participate.

Apr. 9 —Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Pre-recorded Readings and Homily
on Parish website available at 6:00 pm

Apr. 10 — Good Friday
Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
Pre-recorded Readings and Passion Narrative
Universal Petitions
Honouring of the Cross
on Parish website available at 3:00 pm

Apr. 11 — Holy Saturday
A Day of Private Prayer
No Videocast/Podcast

Apr. 12 — Easter Sunday
Pre-recorded Easter Sunday Mass
Blessing of Holy Water
Renewal of Baptismal Vows
on Parish website available at 9:00 am

May. 2 — Ontario State Convention
At Supreme’s direction, there will be
a one day Virtual Meeting using an
online audio application.

~4 ~

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7

April 2020


mailto:mario.rodriguez@kofc.org

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 April 2020

NOTICE OF MOTION

Whereas the Covid-19 Pandemic has created a high demand on the Burlington Food Bank by needy
Families;

And Whereas the Halton Compassion Society have had to close their doors due to the complications
of the Pandemic, resulting in a greater demand upon the Burlington Food Bank;

And Whereas the Annual State Convention has been cancelled resulting in a reduction of $1,500 from
our budget;

I move that our Council amend our budget to transfer the $1,500 allocated for Convention Delegates
to make a donation of $1,500 to the Burlington Food Bank to assist them in their effort to feed the
needy of Burlington.

Vic Lefebvre, PGK

Financial Secretary

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary
Council 15920

2020 STATE CHARITIES e
RAFFLE DATE CHANGE &

The Ontario State Board reached out to the 202 080ntakiofChaliitiesiLottely,

Alcohol and Gaming Commission, to seek Spacial A%, Lacal
alternate arrangements for this year’s S AR e Arthritis  Charities
lottery. After discussions, an agreement el M iy

was reached. The Draw will take place on W "
October 30, 2020, 10 am, at the Holiday GRANDIPRIZE OF S\ cgg:;_“l .
S$200,000 CASH Ny

\ .«
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Inn Hotel in Burlington.
= OCTOBER 30, 2020

The target date for returns of proceeds and , : — G7/HOLD ON T0 YOUR TICKETS 0\
tickets to the State office is October 1. /) "

Please note that when sales start up again
you will have to physically change the
date of the draw on each ticket sold. You
may wish to do this ahead of time. For Dy M,
consistency, we would ask that you cross :
out the date and neatly enter the 30
October 2020 on each ticket.

If you have questions, please call Vic
Lefebvre at 905-330-3545,
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Council News

Holy Rosary School Public Speaking Finals Wednesday March 4

Our council represented by either Grand Knight Joe Milton or Past Grand Knight Ken Fleming was asked
by Principal Rosanna Lo Presti to help judge the finals for the Holy Rosary Elementary School Public
Speaking Competition held on March 4 in the school gym. Joe and Ken fought over the job and Ken won
but under better circumstances Grand Knight Joe would have represented our council....he was of course
more focused on Theresa’s recovery and graciously deferred to Past Grand Knight Ken to represent the
council.

There were 10 youth in the finals and they represented students from grades 4 to 8. All of the speakers
did an amazing job and the subjects covered ranged from “The Importance of Hugging” to “Protecting the
Environment”. The judging chores were given to our council represented by Past Grand Knight Ken
Fleming and 2 members of the Halton Catholic School Board. After two hours of speeches and
deliberation time the three judges chose a grade 7 student Alex as the winner. His message was all about
“The Importance of Hugging” and he had the audience captivated with his delivery.

He will move on to a Regional Event and will represent the entire school.
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Update on the Participation of Special Olympics
at the Basketball Free Throw Regionals in Georgetown

As reported in last month’s newsletter the Special Olympic Athletes were allowed to compete in the
Regional finals of the Basketball Free Throw for the first time ever.

A total of 16 Special Olympic Athletes were invited to participate in the event held at Christ the King
Secondary School in Georgetown. Eight athletes from Burlington and eight athletes from Oakville made
up the list of competitors.

Thanks to the special efforts of event chairman Kevin Smith and State Basketball Free Throw Chairman
Anthony Virisi there were beautiful trophies for the winners and silver and bronze medals for the runner-
up’s. The athletes competed in four skill levels as follows: Rep 1, Rep 2, Competitive and Advanced.
The winners were pretty well balanced between the Oakville and Burlington teams. Although it was the
first time for the Special Olympians to be in the games the event went off very well and all of the
competitors and their families went home happy. A message of thanks for the efforts of all of our brothers
in the Knights of Columbus was received from Darlene Halchuk, the Burlington co-ordinator. They are
looking forward to participation in the regionals in the future.

ﬂF ﬁﬁ FREE THR W
'§ ' CHAMPIONSHIP
Eperlal
Diympics
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One Heart One Soul Campaign

The Holy Rosary Pastoral Council met in late February and the members were given an update on the One
Heart One Soul Campaign. Grand Knight Joe Milton and Past Grand Knight Ken Fleming are members
of this council. We don’t want to steal the thunder from Chaplain Father Martin but some of the funds
will be available soon so the parish can start to invest in the improvements that this very successful
campaign will allow us to make.

The Parish has now started to enthusiastically investigate in much more detail exactly how the funds will
be used as they become available. The new digital sign, repairs to the floor on the altar, a safety railing
on the altar and repairing some of the church pews are only some of the areas where our council can help
implement some of the items. Although it is intended that this work be done mostly by professionals there
is a lot of coordination and planning efforts required. If you feel you have skill and or time available to
assist with these items or any other items that will come up over the next few months, please let Past
Grand Knight Ken Fleming know and he will let the Pastoral Council know.

Work has already started on the new digital sign for the front of the church. The existing sign is on its
last legs and is not expected to survive much longer. The introduction of a modern digital sign is hoped
to provide the parish with an up to date way to interface with the thousands of locals that pass the front of
the church every day. The new sign will allow for instant communications and updates for events in and
around the church and is intended to attract some of the areas younger families while still filling the needs
of our faithful parishioners. Brothers Blair Breckenridge, Sam Cervoni and Ken Fleming have been
involved in reviewing options. One of the companies helping us with the sign is Jones Neon Displays
Limited. Please see the pictures below of the proposed new sign and a picture of the old one. The hope
is to install the sign in the summer and as mentioned previously help will be needed to remove the old
sign and run power to the new one as the existing electrical supply is insufficient.

) Coga T : N T — — —
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v
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Insure Your Life for Life

Knights of Columbus offers a variety of permanent life insurance product options de-
signed to provide your family with the safety and security they deserve.
Our permanent policies offer fixed premiums, guaranteed death benefits,
and increasing cash value.

Ty ¥ LW ‘L
LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE - LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE - RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today to learn more:

4. Knights of Columbus® Mario Rodriguez, ric

ACITE T3 TETTD A NT—T Ficld Agent
\@v/ INSURANCE ‘

—_—_— 905-820-8117
YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE mario.rodriguez@kofc.org »1
|

Prod_Perm Exp. 1231/19
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Knights in Action March 2020 <. HOLY ROSARY

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2,

Brothers Help Out At Holy Rosary
Brothers Sam Cervoni, Ken Fleming, Vic Lefebvre,

David Lord, Howard McNamara and Joe Milton help out ] i
around the school and the church. Jobs include e X5 R
maintaining the sign, repairing various items around the ‘
school, serving food from the salad bars which our
Knights helped put in place and watering the kid’s
garden. During March Brother Vic was instrumental in
making major changes to the church website including
making the Sunday Mass available on line. Brother Sam
Cervoni has been working on making repairs to some of
the church pews and Brother Ken has been working on
firming up the order for a new sign at the front of the
church. Not to be outdone Brother David helped out
with the salad bar with Brother Vic before the schools
closed.

Special Olympics

Our 2020 Bottle drive may start up again on Tuesday
May 19 provided the Covid 19 social distancing
constraint has been removed. It is quite likely that the
drive will be deferred indefinitely, but we encourage
everyone to hang on to their bottles until we know more.

‘Save your heer. wine and liguor botties and
oin ol this greal cause!

Cobs Bakery

Brother Aeneas Mac Isaac and his wife Barb continue to
take a leadership role for the Knights by ensuring that
every Sunday evening all of the unused baked goods
from Cobs Bread in north Burlington is delivered to the
Good Shepherd food bank. Brothers Jim Hession, Willie
Joki and Vic Lefebvre are also there most every Sunday
to help deliver this significant community contribution.

Several of our Knights have signed up to help Aeneas
and Vic whenever they are needed. This is an excellent
example of how the Knights of our council work
together in an unselfish way to help those in need.

We enjoy a great relationship with Cobs bread and this
project has grown to include Knights from some of the '
other councils and the Assembly in Burlington. Some of
the bread has been used to help supply buns to various
charitable activities that the Knights do.
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