
Grand Knights Report 

Steak Fry 

Friday started out looking pretty bad for 

the council steak fry. Driving to work  in 

the morning the sky was dark and full of 

thunder and lightening. But God willing 

there would be sun and fun by the afternoon for 

the event. Actually I did very little. Where else 

can you enjoy marinated and seasoned steaks 

from RJ’s deep fried on a 

pitch fork. Lots of fun, food 

and socializing was had by 

all. If you missed out on all 

the fun be sure to plan to 

attend next years event. 

Knightly News 

Hello Council Member! The summer sure seems 

to be flying by. This is due in part to all the activi-

ty in July.  

The council meeting was following the July 4th 

weekend and I hope everyone had a safe and 

enjoyable celebration of our Country’s Independ-

ence Day! The officers enjoyed some excellent 

discussion about simplifying the council mem-

bership dues. The membership committee 

thought it would be easier for new members to 

understand if there was one total instead of 

four. This proposal is covered in more detail on 

page three.  

The council discussed our action on planned 

and expected items/projects vs those  initiated 

at the council meetings. Currently all motions for 

funds greater than $500 need to be tabled for 

the next meeting. The idea is to get it in the 

minutes so you the membership have a chance 

to provide input at the following meeting for the 

vote. The down side is that our regular planned 

contributions need to be brought up 2 months 

prior. Yes we can continue to plan ahead but the 

discussion suggested that those contributions 

that the general membership knows about be-

cause we participate each year and are consid-

ers part of our plan should not require this addi-

tional delay. An example would be the Fall Festi-

val where we have contributed $1000-$1500 

each year to help get the planning started. This 

would not require tabling for a month as it gets 

discussed each year. The meeting time can be 

better spent on unexpected charities that re-

quire membership discussion. An example is the 

School Bibles (pg2) that were requested. Excit-

ing things happening at the meetings, hope to 

see you there on Tuesday! 

Vivat Jesus, Mike 

Special points of in-

terest: 

 July 30th District 

81 meeting at St’ 

Pat’s 7pm 

 August 4th Coun-

cil meeting 7pm 

 Aug 20th  Officers 

Installation in 

New Richmond 

 Aug 23rd 4th 

Degree Steak Fry 

 Oct 3rd 1,2,3rd 

Degree          Me-

nomonie 

 Oct 17th 4th De-

gree New Rich-

mond 

That’s me in the straw hat helping with the frying. 

They didn’t feel it was wise to give me a pitch fork 

or be near the flaming torch and kettle of 375 de-

gree fry oil so I was left to time the cooking cycles. I 

only heard one complaint about it being well done 

so I hope yours's was delicious.  
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Once again the brat wagon 

and the Council made their 

presence at the St. Croix  

County Fair. Many thanks to 

those  that 

volun-

teered . A 

lot of work 

goes into  

making this 

a successful 

event . I’d 

like to thank 

those that 

helped with 

the food prep the Monday 

and Tuesday before getting 

the kabobs ready. And I can’t 

forget the  many , many vol-

unteers that manned the 

wagon, grilled and served our 

customers. And of course 

there is the crew (Gary, Bill 

and Merritt) that sets up and 

returns the wagon to RJ’s. 

Treasurer—Tim Shafer 

Advocate—Drew Nelson 

Warden—Dan Schwab 

Inside Guard—Ray Fronczak 

Outside Guard—Joe Graetz 

 

Your 2015 officers: 

Chaplain—Fr. John Gerritts 

Grand Knight—Michael Weseli 

Deputy Grand Knight—Jim 

Burns 

Chancellor—Chris Michaelson 

Recorder—Ed DePauw 

Financial Secretary—John Trieb 

County Fair 

 

Bibles for St. Pat’s School 

would need about 150 Bibles. 

These would be illustrated and 

of the storybook design. 

By their estimates the total cost 

of the Bibles would be $3500. 

They are also approaching the 

PCCW for assistance on the 

project. 

The Bibles are being consid-

ered a “gift from the school and 

parish” and they would like to 

place a sticker on the inside 

cover. On this sticker they will 

list the KC’s and any other con-

tributors as a donor. I’ll be add-

ing this on the agenda for dis-

cussion 

and 

encour-

age your 

feed-

back. 

St. Pat’s School subcommittee 

(Creating Young Disciples) of 

the School Education Commit-

tee approached the Past Grand 

Knight about assisting in the 

purchase of bibles for the class-

rooms.  

By their numbers they would 

need about 120-160 bibles for 

the 4 grades in middle school, 

5th to 8th and teachers guides.  

For the elementary grades they 

Page 2 Knightly News 

“Life would be 

infinitely 

happier if we 

could only be 

born at the age 

of eighty and 

gradually 

approach 

eighteen.” 

-Mark Twain 

 

Brother Knights, Ladies, 

and  Scouts pitched in on 

a sunny July Saturday to 

pickup trash. 

Many thanks to those to 

were able to participate.  

Thanks goes to the Wolf’s 

for hosting the social event 

again! 

The rain turned to sunshine 

and shade under the tent. 
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Totus Tuus “Totally Yours” 

success. Special  thanks to 

Kyle LaPean, Rick Reams, 

and Bill Milbrath for helping 

Fr. Patrick with the pot luck. 

There was a suggestion made 

last month about simplifying 

our council dues. The intention 

is to incorporate them into one 

combined fee as opposed to 

the individual fees we currently 

have. Around the end of the 

year in with the newsletter has 

been the dues reminder. As a 

council member in good stand-

ing I have tried to contribute 

and that included paying my 

dues same as you. Since that 

was 8 months ago I found the 

check register for $34.15. So to 

get a clear picture of the vari-

ous dues I went to our Financial 

Secretary for details.  

 

The breakdown is as follows: 

 $25 for council 

 $3.65 for PKD 

 $3.50 for Respect Life 

Fund 

 $2 for the Culture of Life 

The council dues are used to 

offset operations. The PKD 

goes to the Bishop. The Re-

spect Life fund and Culture of 

Life are submitted to the State 

and Supreme. What isn’t bro-

ken out is Supreme mandated 

fees of $8.62 and State man-

dated per capita of $7.75. 

These costs are removed from 

the council dues leaving $8.63. 

While the PKD, Respect Life 

and Culture have been decided 

by the council to be voluntary 

the culture of life is mandatory 

by state.  

What does this all mean to you? 

The desire is not to raise dues 

but to combine them into a 

single cost of $35. Technically 

this raises dues by 85 cents but  

it simplifies the explanation of 

our dues to new members and 

covers all the programs we are 

currently paying along with our 

council dues. This suggestion is 

open for your comments so 

please let me know how you 

feel about combining the dues. 

Jim Bechel 

Bob Vytlecil 

Please pray for Brother Knights,  

Steve Bates 

Mike Igo 

If you are aware of any Brother 

Knights  sick or in distress please 

let the council know so they can 

be kept in our prayers. 

Simpifying council dues 

Good of the Order 

Penny-A-Knight-A-Day 

mote its efforts. Recognizing 
that Knights of Columbus 
members’ families have sig-
nificant financial obligations, 
the program’s founders 
wanted to make participation 
both affordable and symbolic. 

In 1970, a penny – one cent 
was an amount any member 
could set aside daily without 
burden to his family... The 

program’s other charm is that 
its proceeds have always ben-
efited the diocese from which 
they are generated. The Wis-
consin State Council’s admin-
istrative office faithfully 
tracks contributions by subor-
dinate councils, segregating 
them by diocese. Each year, 
the amount collected in each 
diocese is presented to the 
bishop by the state deputy at 
the diocesan meeting…. As-
suming a membership of 
40,000 in the Wisconsin Juris-
diction, $146,000 could be 
generated if all members 
contributed.  

The Wisconsin State Council’s 
Penny-a-Knight-a-Day [P.K.D.] 
program can trace its roots to 
1970, during the term of then 
State Deputy Edward Quillin 
of La Crosse. The P.K.D. pro-
gram was designed to 
demonstrate Wisconsin 
Knights of Columbus’ support 
for Catholic education and 
our bishops’ mission to pro-
vide Catholic families in their 
respective diocese access to 
quality education opportuni-
ties. The P.K.D. program be-
gan and continues today to 
be focused on soliciting vol-
untary contributions to pro-

Aug 2015 

"Let us be 

saints!  To be 

anything less is 

not to have lived, 

but only to have 

existed." 

                    

 --Bl. Pier Giorgio 

Frassati 

Here’s Gary getting the wag-

on ready to go for the St. 

Croix County Fair. Once 

again selling out of kabobs, 

dogs, and breakfast brats. 

The new Applewood  smoked 

pork chop on a stick was 

also a success. 
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The July Knight of the Month Jim  Bechel accepting his award 

from Grand Knight Mike Weseli.  Jim has been head usher coordi-

nating the 7am  mass for many years keeping everything operat-

ing smoothly at the early Sunday mass. 

 

Meeting on the first Tuesday of each month 

Downstairs St. Patrick’s Church KC room 

Council meeting at 7pm 

Officers & Directors meeting at 6:15pm 

All members are welcome 

Phone: 715-381-1717 

E-mail: mike@weseli.net 

St. Croix Council 1762  

Hudson, WI 

Council Web Site 

http://users.spacestar.net/hudsonkc/ 

 

Aug 2015 Knight of the Month      Family of the Month 

Knights of Columbus Insurance  $97 Billion Strong 

Contact your Knights of Columbus Field Agents: 

Terry Knutson 715-425-8074 terry.knutson@kofc.org 

Ed Knolmayer 715-425-0773 edmund.knolmayer@kofc.org 

The July Family of the Month Ed and Peggie Hawkins accepting 

the award from Grand Knight Mike Weseli. Ed and Peggie are 

greeters for  St. Pat’s and Ed ushers as well as steps in as an alter 

boy aka  server. 


