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Red – Green – Pine – Wreath – Lights – 
Gifts – What’s it all about?
As we celebrate Christmas, the Birthday 
of Jesus, we use so many symbols, symbols 
the world has tried to steal from us Catho-
lic Christians to use as Sparkle Season or 
whatever name is popular this year. Names 
and connotation other that their true meaning 
and what the world is really celebrating. It is a 
good time to review our symbols and see why 

we use them, it makes for great Christmas party conversations, 
fun pop quiz questions, and most of all Evangelization which the 
Knights do so proudly. 
Here is the meaning of all we do and use:

Pine Tree – The Evergreen branches are to remind us of the never 
ending love of God, they are always green and never die, just like God’s 
love. The Tree also is a triangle pointing upwards towards God. The 
Pine Tree was used by St. Boniface to explain to pagans,  God and His 
Love through Jesus. 

Lights - outside our houses are to light the way for Christ to come into 
the world at His Birthday, symbolizing that we are preparing for Him 
to come into our homes, and a symbol that we are lighting the way for 
Jesus to come into our hearts. 
 
Lights – on the tree- as Jesus is the image of God’s never ending Love, 
He is also the True Light, lighting the way for us to Heaven.

Wreath – The circle shows the never ending love of God, there is no 
end to the circle, and it is usually made with the pine needles adding 
again to the symbolism of the never ending love of God. 

Red and white - the  main colors – A foreshadowing of the blood and 
water Jesus will shed for our salvation.

Candy cane – A shepherd staff showing Jesus is the Great Shepherd 
and the red and white stripes for the foreshadowing of His death. 
Turned upside down it is a ‘J’ for Jesus. 

Gift giving – God gave us Jesus (himself) so we give to each other to 
symbolize this in a small way – to symbolize Love.

As you gaze upon and use the symbols of Christmas, reflect on all 
that they stand for, all that Jesus did for us to bring us home with 
Him forever. MERRY CHRISTMAS!

GRAND KNIGHTS REPORT
Brothers:

The Christmas Season is fast approaching.  It is a busy season for 
all of us!  As Knights, we have a heavy calendar in December.
Our Advent Party will be held at Pugliano’s Italian Ristorante, 
Route 286 in Plum on Sunday December 14th.  The cocktail hour 
will begin at 5:00 pm followed by dinner at 6:00 pm. The cost is 
$20.00 per person.  It has always been a very nice evening of fel-
lowship along with the giving of prizes,  and the attending “Annual 
Knights of Council 4925” (and guests) Christmas Carol Sing-
a-Long!  If you plan on, which I hope you do, please notify me 
either by phone or email by December 10th.
December 17  - 20, we will be doing our Christmas Baskets at St. 
Michaels Church in Pitcairn.  On Wednesday December 17 at 
noon, we will make up the boxes and begin stuffing the baskets 
both Thursday and Friday at 7p.  The baskets will be delivered on 
Saturday December 20.  We will begin loading for delivery at 8:00 
am.  Please donate a jar of peanut butter (plastic only).  All help 
will be appreciated.
On January 11, 2015 will have our Memorial Mass celebrated at 
the 12 noon Mass at St. Bernadettes. This Mass is said for all of 
our deceased brothers and their families.  Please make plans to 
attend.

Our regular meeting schedule for December is as follows:
Monday 12/1 at 8 pm
Monday 12/8 at 7 pm (officers)
Monday December 15 at 8 pm

Beginning in January our regular meetings will begin at 7:30 pm. 
This was approved at our November 12th meeting by a majority of 
Brothers.

In closing, I would like to thank all my brother Knights for their 
support and expressions of sympathy during the loss of my sister 
Sylvia. It was a comfort to of have your prayers.

As we continue through our effort, to do God’s work, I want to ex-
tend to you and yours a blessed, healthy and joyful holiday season.
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Grand Knight

Chaplain
Reverend
Anthony Gargotta
Pastor, St Bernadette
412.373.0050
agargotta@stbrnadet.org

Grand Knight
Pete Bobich
Catholic Zealot
724-733-0515
petebobich@yahoo.com

Financial Secretary
Ed McDermott
412-823-6393
karenandedmc@yahoo.com

General Agent
Ken Scott
Ph: 724.719.2324
FAX: 724.719.2325
kenneth.scott@kofc.org

CHAPLAIN’S LOG

The Compass



Pius XII Council 4925 • Pittsburgh, PA • 412.823.6393 • December, 2014

 

Emma Klein 
Rose Marie Olmo
Rose Serventi
Jean Nollinger
Judy Doumont

Lucy Marshall
Josephine Shaffer
Wayne Spence
Rev. Raymond Boccardi

Regular Council Meeting
  December 1st @ 8PM @ Garden City VFD

Officers Meeting
 December 8th @ 7PM @ Garden City VFD

Regular Council Meeting
  December 15th @ 8PM @ Garden City VFD
 
Officers Meeting
 November 10th @ 7PM @ Garden City VFD

December 14th Advent Party at Pugliano’s in Plum

December 17-20 Christmas Baskets at St. Michaels Church

January 11th Memorial Mass at St. Bernadette Noon Mass

IMPORTANT DATES

DEATHS

Adam Sikora
Mary Harrill
Leona Pacquet
Amelia Boccardi

PRAY FOR OUR SICK
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Rosebud

Moms 16 and #18 were visited on November 12.  This was Mom 
#16’s last visit.  Mom #17 has regained contact with us but has 
not followed through with a follow-up call.   Mom #19 and Mom 
#20 should be visited in early December.  Mom #19  is currently 
seeking local job (and a car).  Mom #20 gave birth (C-section) 
as planned in early October and the Respect Life Committee’s 
Caroline Reese and I made our first visit.  (It was Caroline’s first 
visit with this program.) The daughter was born slightly under-
weight but is with the parents - The father of the baby is actively 
participating in raising the child.  Birthright has provided several 
possible prospects that will be evaluated over the next 6 months.

I am also looking to train a back-up on running this great pro-
gram.  Please discern whether taking on such a role is desirable.  
All programs should have back-ups and I am uncertain about 
where I will be working after December 1.  Obviously, a local 
position is preferred however, my Navy experience tends toward 
shipyard careers.  (I have interviewed locally and remotely with 
shipyards.)  Also, please pray that I properly discern my path.

Thank You.

Tom

Michael Kiss  12/2/69
Clayton J. Bossart 12/4/30
Scott T. Friedsam 12/8/59
Matthew J. Valentine 12/9/64
Richard G. MacMurchy 12/10/63
Ernest E. Adams 12/12/55
Charles W. Chase 12/14/66
Kenneth Barth 12/16/66
Christopher Brancato 12/16/69

Nicholas Fiasco 12/19/41
Thomas M. Janczewski 12/20/52
Michael J.  Kana 12/20/70
John Osman  12/21/49
Leo P. Hajdukiewicz 12/22/30
Edward B. McDermott 12/29/67
William White, Sr. 12/29/41
Patsy Boccardi, Jr. 12/30/22

Happy Birthday Brothers


