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CHAPLAIN’S LOG - B L E S S E D  T H A N K S G I V I N G Fr. Tony Gargotta

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving Day in our country.

Whenever someone does something nice for us we usually follow it up with a ‘Thank You’ verbally 
or written. We usually think of  a ‘Thank You’ as a response to something given to you or done for 
you, or a consideration from someone to you. 

A‘Thank You’ is in reality a circle of  relationship. The very reason they said or 
did the action you are thanking them for, is because they are thankful for you 
in some way. Their gift or action, their consideration is a thank you in itself.

We celebrate Thanksgiving Day in thanksgiving to God for this country.  Let us  
also use this time to thank God for the everyday gifts He bestows upon us.  The 
gifts we do not always follow up with a ‘Thank You’ but sometimes just take 
them for granted or even, expected. We have all good gifts around us, thank 
God for them, as He screams “Thank You’ to us by His greatest gift of  the 
Eucharist, that is His very self, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, at each Mass. 
Imagine it, God is thanking us, for being His people, let us make sure we thank 
Him in return. 

C h a r i t y • U n i t y • F r a t e r n i t y • P a t r i o t i s m

!

“The God who gave us life gave us 
liberty. Can the liberties of a nation 
be secure when we have removed a 
conviction that these liberties are the 

gift of God?”

“Our Constitution was made 
only for a moral and religious 
people. It is wholly inadequate to 
the government of any other”

“Once or twice a century an issue 
arises... so far-reaching in its 
consequences, and so deep in its 
foundations, that it calls every person 

to take a stand.” John T. Noonan
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Prayers for 
our sick,
Jon Markowski
Nancy Markowski
Ann Dojonovic
Russ Maze
Bill Watkins
Alicia Marney
Wayne Bobich
Carl Fix
Lorraine Sepp
Debbie Mezivitch
Andrew Syrek
Ray Ankenbrandt
Paula Titus
Ed Kuntz Sr.
Ed Kozar
Jim Amorose
John Federowicz
Father Mike Decewicz
Diana Conceta
Lucy Marshall
Alice Flaherty
Lorraine Schempp

and deceased,
(+)
Joyce Burke (+)
Andrew Becker (+)
Ruth Curl (+)
Pauline Taylor (+)
Walt Forrest (+)
Dorothy Kunkle (+)
Rev. Albert Borchick (+)

The Unborn, 
and for 
Vo c a t i o n s !

THE COMPASS

NOVEMBER 2012
SundaySunday MondayMonday TuesdayTuesday WednesdayWednesday ThursdayThursday FridayFriday SaturdaySaturday

1 2 3
Solemnity of All Saints Solemnity of All Saints The Commemoration of AllThe Commemoration of All

Faithful Departed Faithful Departed 
 (All Souls) (All Souls)

4 Daylight Savings 5 6 7 8 9 10
Feast of the DedicationFeast of the Dedication Memorial of Saint Leo the Great,Memorial of Saint Leo the Great,

 of the Lateran Basilica of the Lateran Basilica  pope and doctor of the Church pope and doctor of the Church

 in Rome  in Rome 

11 Veterans Day 12 13 14 15 16 17
Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Memorial of Saint Frances Memorial of Saint Frances Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Memorial of Saint Elizabeth 
bishop and martyr bishop and martyr Xavier Cabrini, VirginXavier Cabrini, Virgin of Hungary, religious of Hungary, religious 

18 19 20 21 22 Thanksgiving 23 24
Memorial of the Memorial of the Memorial of Saint Andrew Memorial of Saint Andrew 
Presentation of thePresentation of the Düng-Lac, priest and martyr, Düng-Lac, priest and martyr, 
 Blessed Virgin Mary  Blessed Virgin Mary Memorial of Saint  Memorial of Saint  and his companions, martyrsand his companions, martyrs

Cecilia, virgin and martyrCecilia, virgin and martyr

25 26 27 28 29 30
The Solemnity ofThe Solemnity of Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 

Christ the KingChrist the King

GRAND KNIGHTS REPORT - CALLING ALL 
KNIGHTS!	 	 	 Keith Brown, GK

During all masses at St. Bernadette, Father leads us 
parishioners in a prayer for Religious Freedom. You 
may recognize it from our council meetings... This 
prayer was given to the American Church by the 

Catholic Bishops around the same time that more than 30 
parishes filed a lawsuit against the federal government siting 
first amendment infringement. November 6 is our humble 
honer to cast our vote determining the survival of  our 
country... Life vs. death... 

So, now that the moral voting issue is covered... Let’s visit about Pius XII 
during our glory days: Winning best float in the 4th of  July parade... selling 
over 1,000 COAL books... Hosting a 125 club and dinner... A Squire Circle...

What would it take to revive those accomplishments and more? Step ONE: 
Come to a meeting. Step TWO: Invite a new Catholic gent to join our worthy 
cause!

PEACE!
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THE COMPASS
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

AN IMPORTANT MOMENT

It is almost time to vote and to make our choices for 
president and other political offices both local and national.

You have often heard it said that this is a turning point in our 
country's history and I could not agree more.

The Church is not a political organism, but as you hopefully 
have learned in the US Bishops Faithful Citizenship material 
(which we have made widely available to you in the parishes, 
in the Compass and on-line), the Church has the 
responsibility to speak out regarding moral issues, especially 
on those issues that impact the "common good" and the 
"dignity of  the human person."

I would like to review some of  the principles to keep in mind 
as you approach the voting booth to complete your ballot. 
The first is the set of  non-negotiables. These are areas that 
are "intrinsically evil" and cannot be supported by anyone 
who is a believer in God or the common good or the dignity 
of  the human person.

They are:

1. abortion2. euthanasia3. embryonic stem cell research4. 
human cloning5. homosexual "marriage"

These are intrinsically evil. "A well-formed Christian 
conscience does not permit one to vote for a political 
program that contradicts fundamental contents of  faith and 
morals." Intrinsically evil actions are those which have an 
evil object. In other words, an act is evil by its very nature 
and to choose an action of  this type puts one in grave moral 
danger.

But what does this have to do with the election? Some 
candidates and one party have even chosen some of  these as 
their party's or their personal political platform. To vote for 
someone in favor of  these positions means that you could be 
morally "complicit" with these choices which are intrinsically 
evil. This could put your own soul in jeopardy.

The other position to keep in mind is the protection of  
religious liberty. The recent aggressive moves by the 

government to impose the HHS mandate, especially the 
move to redefine religion so that religion is confined more 
and more to the four walls of  the Church, is a dangerous 
precedent.

This will certainly hurt the many health care services to the 
poor given by our Catholic hospitals. Our Catholic hospitals 
in the Diocese give millions of  dollars per year in donated 
services to the poor. In the new plan, only Catholic people 
can be treated by Catholic institutions.

It has never been our mission to be exclusive of  those who 
are not of  our faith. This mandate also places Catholic 
business owners in a very precarious position in that they, 
too, will have to pay for those medical "services" which 
violate Catholic teaching. This has never been the American 
way and now these moves and others by the present 
government, will significantly alter and marginalize the role 
of  religious institutions in our society.

These positions are indicators of  a broader societal 
disposition to remove God from the public square and from 
any relation to society whatever. It is precisely religion and 
the free exercise thereof  which has made this country great 
in the past.

Many people in our Diocese are presently without work. Our 
Catholic Charities is serving more and more people who are 
unemployed or under employed and can barely keep up with 
the demands. Work is so critical to the family and to the 
sense of  human dignity. An economy which does the most 
for the common good is an economy that works and provides  
people gainful employment for  the country's citizens. A 
government that works pays its bills and models for citizens 
what it means to be responsible and contributive.

Let us pray for the electorate and let's take action, that we 
may vote for good and moral leaders for this great country 
which will only remain great, if  
she continues to be and to do 
the good.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend David L. 
Ricken, DD, JCLBishop of  
Green Bay
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COAL 
Tickets 
Are 
DUE 

Oct. 
11th!!

Call Pete 
Bobich to 
get your 
2012 
Football 
FRENZY 
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Pius XII Council 4925
3733 Evergreen Drive
Monroeville, PA 15146

!

Contact General Agent, Ken 
Scott and receive a 
free financial 
newsletter, the 
Financial Beacon, by 
providing your eMail.

Kenneth.scott@kofc.org
or call 724.719.2324

Share the Knights - Invite MEN to Join
Invite MEN to join the Knights! Always have a 
form 100 with you (in your car) and talk about the 
Knights... 

Locally: Bishops project. Support 
community with food for the needy. 

Support member parishes’ needs!

Internationally: We brother Knights are 
ready to stand side by side to protect 

Mother Church!

!

Individual Magnets 
$4.00 each 
5 to 49: $3.00 each
50 to 99: $2.50 each
100 or more: $2.00 each 

http://www.kcnativitysets.com/council4925/

Four Parts of  Retirement: Phase Two - Ken Scott, General Agent, Knights of  Columbus Insurance

In a previous article, I discussed protection and how Knights of  Columbus products can provide it for you 
and your wife in your retirement years. The next phase of  retirement is accumulation of  cash.

Those life insurance policies you purchased, if  they are permanent plans, carry a savings element that 
helps with accumulation of  wealth. Another good option is a Knights of  Columbus retirement plan or 
annuity with a guaranteed interest rate. After basic protection, you spend your working life preparing not 

to work…for the day the paychecks stop. Factor in here also your pensions, government benefits and other savings you’ve 
acquired over the years.

Some experts will tell you that you should prepare for retirement with a plan that calls for 70% of  the income you had pre-
retirement. I think that falls woefully short. Plan on the 90% range. Consider this: what are you giving up that translates to 30% 
of  your income? You still have to eat, you will travel more (going to see the grandchildren), taxes need to be paid, and on and 
on. Be careful of  that 70% arbitrary rule. 

I can help you build a plan to reach your goals. Contact me today to learn more.

Ken Scott: 724.719.2324 OR kenneth.scott@kofc.org

W A R N I N G: Are you inadvertently supporting Planned Parenthood?
A SIGNIFICANT number of  credit card companies/processors and banks are providing funds to Planned Parenthood and the numbers 
continue to grow with mergers and buy-outs.  Some of  the more common credit card providers include Bank of  America, J. P. Morgan 
Chase, Nationwide, and Well Fargo.  A complete list of  Planned Parenthood corporate supporters can be found at www.fightpp.org for the 
current list or call/e-mail Tom Behrmann (724-422-7136, TomBehrmann@reagan.com) to determine whether your credit card is on the list 
and where to write. 
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