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“Peace Starts With A Smile” 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Brother Knights, 
 
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to 
live without freedom? Just stop and think about it for a 
moment. . . .  
I'm sure if you are like most of us, you too don't give it 
much thought. It is something we readily take for granted. 
We assume it always was and will always be there for 
ourselves and for generations to follow.  After all, our 
parents and grandparents were free (if they lived here in 
the United States). Why wouldn't we continue to be free? 
Isn't it our God given right to be free? Is it not protected by 
the Constitution? It is our right, isn't it?  
 
What is freedom? What does it mean to you? It means 
different things to different people. To the teenager it may 
mean having a party while their parents are away, while to 
the parent with small children, it may be the peace and 
quiet experienced when the children are finally put down 
for the night.  What it means in our society is having the 
ability to act, to speak, to meet, to worship, to love and to 
disagree without fear of imprisonment or worse. To our 
forefathers it meant everything. It was worth fighting and 
dying for. They believed we are endowed with inalienable 
rights (granted by God) which no man had nor should have 
the right or power to infringe upon. The right to life, to 
liberty and to the pursuit of happiness. They understood 
that with freedom comes great responsibility. The 
responsibility to protect and nurture it. The responsibility to 
provide the opportunity for freedom to all, not just to a 
privileged few. Does it still mean that today? What does 
freedom mean to you? Are you willing to protect it? Are 
you willing to die for it? Every day we fail to protect our 
freedom we move one day closer to losing it. Parents risk 
jail time for disciplining their children, personal property 
rights are being eroded and terrorists and radical Islam 
seek to kill or convert us. Where will it stop? When will it 
end?  
 
I was dismayed today to hear that one of our decorated 
Iraq war heroes was spat upon by the anti-war protesters 
in Washington D.C. This brave young man lost a leg 
defending our freedom, the very freedom that we so often 
take for granted. The same freedom that allowed the 
protesters to assemble and voice their opinion, the very 
freedom that the Iraqi people so desperately crave. He and 
those like him (who volunteered to defend this nation) 
understand the sacrifices that must be made to protect 

freedom. He has suffered greatly yet, he still believes 
the fight for freedom is just and necessary. He could have 
easily become bitter and resentful but hasn't. Why? 
Because he believes in freedom! He believes in sacrifice. 
He knows that freedom isn't free. Do you agree? He is 
willing to fight for freedom. Are you? 
 
God Bless,  
Don 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHAPLAIN’S LOG 
 

Dear Brother Knights, 

I want to thank you all for all the good work you do for the 
unborn.  Your dedication to the absolute right to life is an 
inspiration for all of us who value the sanctity of all life.  

May God continue to bless all of you for your good works.  
Please remember to always work and pray for all those 
whose lives are in jeopardy and whose integrity is 
diminished.  Together, may we all embrace and proclaim 
the “Gospel of Life!” 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Michael Decewicz 
 

HELP WANTED – COMPASS EDITOR 
 

You probably noticed the change in the masthead for this 
issue of the Compass. His physicians have advised our 
long-time editor Joe Matesa to curtail his many activities. 
Joe has devoted much of his time and talents in dedicated 
service to both this K of C council and to St. Bernadette 
parish. We are most grateful for that service and pray that 
the Lord will soon restore him to full health. 
  
Meanwhile, Pius XII Council needs a new editor for the 
Compass. We know that there are several members with 
the expertise to handle the task. The pay is lousy (non-



 
“Be Ye Fishers of Men. You Catch Them – He’ll Clean Them.” 

existent), but you would be extending a helping hand to all 
your Brother Knights by assuming this VERY IMPORTANT 
role. Please contact Grand Knight Don Loperfito. 
 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND DECEASED 
 

Ray Ankenbrandt, Mary Balog, Kay Barringer,  
Sam Cosentino, Terri, Denny, Peg Desanto,  
Ryan Flaherty, Clem Federowicz*, Felicia Gurski*,  
Fr. Pat Hynes*, Earl & Mary Helms*, Clem Jurica,  
Ed Kuntz, Jr., Catherine LaFleur, Jim McIntyre*, Frank McIntyre, 
Danielle Martin, Joe Matesa, Don & Roe Palmieri, Kaziera 
Sulikowski*, Fr. Robert Werthman, PSD Joe Yourish and for all 
other sick and deceased* members of our K of C families. 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
4 Thomas G. Roche 
8 Matt Czyzewski – 87 candles! 
8 Michael P. Lynch 
11 Edward J. Kosar 
20 Saverio Esposito 
25 Louis A. Renda 
29 Aaron M. Borowitz* 
  
*Brother Aaron has only seen 6 real birthdays, but will 
have one again in 2008. We wish him and all those listed a 
very Happy Birthday no matter the number of candles! 
 

CPR CLASSES 
 
Tom Behrmann contacted several organizations seeking 
CPR instructors. Classes could be conducted for between 
$35 and $45 per person.  The American Heart Association 
class is 4.5 hours long and includes AED training, but is 
limited in size to either 14 for one instructor or about 20 for 
two instructors (which is approximately our space 
limitation).  An alternative is to purchase self-taught CPR 
kits (DVD and dummy), however, these programs do not 
certify anyone but can be "offered" to all council members 
and families.  A date has not been set for a class (where 
certifications are provided) pending feedback on who 
would attend.  Perhaps a certification class and self-taught 
programs will both be offered. 
 
We need to determine how many would attend a 
$45/person course. We also need to determine how many 
would be interested in the self-taught course. Please 
contact Tom Behrmann before Feb. 14 at 724-422-7136 or 
BehrmannW@juno.com and let him know which course 
you would like. Tom believes he will attempt to arrange the 
CPR classes for late February or early March. 

 
ATTENTION CATHOLIC MEN 

 
Don’t miss the annual diocesan-wide Gathering of Catholic 
Men on March24, 2007 at the AJ Polumbo Center. It’s a 
day of prayer, fellowship, worship and inspiration for 
grandfathers, fathers, single men and sons. This year’s 
theme is “Fight the Good Fight” with a half dozen dynamic 
speakers to help you direct your thoughts to the task. For 
tickets and/or information call Joe Gurski at 724-733-0902. 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Feb. 5 Regular Meeting at Garden City Fire Hall 8 PM 
Feb. 12 Officers Meeting at Garden City Fire Hall 8 PM 

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Dayxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Feb. 19 Regular Meeting at Garden City Fire Hall 8 PM 
Feb. 21 Ash Wednesday – Lent Begins! 
Mar. 5 Regular Meeting at Garden City Fire Hall 8 PM 
Mar. 12 Officers Meeting at Garden City Fire Hall 8 PM 
Mar. 19 Regular Meeting at Garden City Fire Hall 8 PM 
Apr. 15 Family Communion Breakfast: more info. next time 
 

 
Call me if you don’t get the point of this cartoon. Clay 
 

EAGLE SCOUT CERTIFICATE 
 
Boy Scout Douglas Warren Biel of St. Bernadette Troop 
220 was awarded Eagle Scout rank at his Court of Honor 
held at the Monroeville Garden City Fire Hall on Sunday, 
January 14th.  Pius XII Council presented Doug a 
certificate on behalf of Supreme Council in recognition of 
his achievement. Brother Knight Bob Condrac made the 
presentation and gave the invocation and benediction.  
Doug and Troop 220 were very thankful for the council's 
support of the certificate program. A good number of the 
adult leaders present had taken their CPR training the 
previous Sunday. Bob warned the other speakers not to 
choke or they might have had a number of over-excited 
rescuers storming the dais. 
Note: Bob Condrac expects another Eagle Scout ceremony soon.  

 
FYI. 

Your K of C Field Agent is Tom McDonald. Contact Tom at 
724-327-4577 or tpmcyd@alltel.net for all your K of C 
insurance needs or questions. 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day to  
All Our Lovely Ladies 
 
 
(That’s Feb. 14th, Brother Knights) 
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