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Faithful Navigator’s Compass 
Spring is fully upon us now, though it feels more like summer. Have we put 
on “new growth" like the plants around us? Have we shed the detritus that 
comes from exposure to the world and started over with a clean heart.  Are 
we steadfast in seeking what truly matters?  Have we loved our neighbor as 
we should, or do we allow the actions of others to dictate the response?  Let 
us do all we can, this Easter season and always, to acquire that which cannot 
be taken away.  Let us store our treasure in heaven;  All else is for naught! 
 
March came and went like the wind. Thanks to all who took the time to 

stand when you were needed, as well as to those who attended other District and State functions.  You 
truly are an example for your brother Knights.  This year's American Way Awards was everything it could 
have been.  Although a long day, all present did a great job.  It is always a pleasure to recognize those 
who "go beyond".  We also had a Veterans Commemoration Ceremony the same afternoon in 
conjunction with DAR.  Good job, guys!  
 
As the fraternal year winds down, perhaps it is time to re-evaluate what being a Knight means to you 
personally.  Elections for officers will be upon us soon, and we need committed brothers to come 
forward and help us.  It is certainly gratifying to hold office in General Worth Assembly, as all who have 
will attest.  Six years ago, you couldn't have told me that I would be here…yet here I am!  And 
participation makes it all worthwhile.  So step up, and be well received! 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                            
     Proud to be your Navigator,  
                                                                                                                                                                                            
         SK Michael Walker 

  



Captain’s Corner 
Dear Brother Knights: 

 

On Sunday, March 12, 2017, we held our annual American Way Awards at 

Nolan Catholic High School.  This year twenty-four 8th grade boys and girls 

received the American Way plaques.  The Community Service Award winner 

was the American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 297.  

We gave out co-Humanitarian Awards:  

 

1) Five Fort Worth Police officers, when Matt Pearce received 5 bullet wounds, four officers came to his 

aid.  

2) Officer Patrick Zamarripa, an officer that died shielding civilians during the sniper attack in Dallas last 

year.  

 

Our key note speaker was Captain Michael J. Steffen, United States Navy, Commander of the Naval Air 

Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base who delivered a wonderful speech.  Later Daughters of the 

American Revolution honored veterans of the Vietnam era with special commemorative pins. 

 

Special thanks to our co-hosts The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Louise #209 who also 

provided refreshments for our reception.  Thanks to Nolan Catholic High School for allowing to use their 

auditorium, thank you to The Daughters of the American Revolution, thank you to Sir Knight Bob Mallett 

for his work on the American Way Awards program, and Sir Knights who helped with registration, 

assisting award recipients on and off the stage, guiding award recipients to their seats, as well as 

presenting the Colors.  Lastly to Sir Knight Bruce Mallory our master of ceremonies who without him this 

would not have been possible.  You are very much appreciated! 

  



Pope open to studying ordination of married men as priests 

(this story originally appeared on March 9) 

BERLIN (AP) — Pope Francis says the church must study whether it's possible to ordain married men to 
minister in remote communities facing priest shortages. 

In an interview published Thursday with Germany's Die Zeit, Francis stressed that removing the celibacy 
rule is not the answer to the Catholic Church's priest shortage. But he expressed an openness to 
studying whether so-called "viri probati" — or married men of proven faith — could be ordained. 

"We must consider if viri probati is a possibility. Then we must determine what tasks they can perform, 
for example, in remote communities," he was quoted as saying. 

The "viri probati" proposal has been around for decades, but it has drawn fresh attention under history's 
first Latin American pope thanks in part to his appreciation of the challenges facing the church in places 
like Brazil, a huge Catholic country with an acute shortage of priests. 

Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, a longtime friend of Francis and former head of the Vatican's office 
for clergy, is reportedly pressing to allow viri probati in the Amazon, where the church counts around 
one priest for every 10,000 Catholics. 

Francis has shown particular openness to receiving concrete proposals for ordaining married men as 
well as his own pastoral concern for men who have left ministry to marry. 

He has maintained friendship with the Argentine widow of a friend who left the priesthood to marry, 
and he spent one of his Friday mercy missions last year visiting with men who had left ministry to start 
families. He has also said that while he favors a celibate priesthood, celibacy technically can be up for 
discussion since it's a discipline of the church, not a dogma. 

The church allows some exceptions to the rule. Priests in the eastern rite Catholic Church are allowed to 
be married, as are married Anglican priests who convert to Catholicism. 

In the first major interview that Francis has given a German newspaper, the pope was asked whether he 
experienced moments in which he doubted the existence of God. He responded: "I, too, know moments 
of emptiness." 

But, he pointed out that periods of crisis are an opportunity to grow, saying a believer who doesn't 
experience that remains "infantile." 

Francis also repeated his warning of the dangers of rising populism in western democracies, saying 
"populism is evil and ends badly as the past century showed." 

In the interview, Francis also confirmed Colombia was on his travel itinerary for 2017, as well as India 
and Bangladesh. He ruled out Congo, which had been rumored, but mentioned Egypt as a possibility. 
Francis also recently said he hoped to visit South Sudan. 

RELATED VIDEO:  https://yhoo.it/2mZkXeY  

https://yhoo.it/2mZkXeY


Pope Francis: Respect 
the Bible at Least as 
Much as Mobile Phones 
 
(this story originally appeared on 

March 5) 

Pope Francis on Sunday called on 
people to carry and read the bible 
with as much dedication as they do 
their mobile phones. 

Speaking to pilgrims in a rain-soaked 
St. Peter's Square, the 80-year-old pope asked: "What would happen if we treated the bible like we do 
our mobile phones?" 

He continued: "If we turned around to retrieve it when we forgot it? If we carried it with us always, even 
a small pocket version? If we read God's messages in the bible like we read messages on the mobile 
phone?" 

Francis called the comparison "paradoxical" and said it was meant to be a source of reflection, adding 
that bible reading would help people resist daily temptations. 

The pope poses regularly for "selfies" with pilgrims who flock to his weekly audiences wielding 
smartphones, while his English- and Spanish-language Twitter handles have more than 23 million 
followers. 

Francis last year called the internet, social media and text messages "a gift of God" if used wisely. 

"It is not technology which determines whether or not communication is authentic, but rather the 
human heart and our capacity to use wisely the means at our disposal," he said. 

But in 2015 Francis told a young girl he was embarrassed to admit that he did not know how to use 
computers and was an overall "disaster" with technology. He has also said smartphones should be 
banned from the family dinner table and children should not have computers in their rooms. 

The pope spoke during his last public appearance this week. He and top members of the Roman Curia, 
or its central bureaucracy, will begin their annual Lenten retreat later on Sunday that will run through 
Friday. 

 

  



CDA Installation at Our Lady Of Guadalupe 

 

On February 25, members of the Color Corps were on hand to help with the installation of a new 

chapter of the CDA at Our Lady Of Guadalupe Catholic Church.  More pictures are available on the 

website at http://www.kofcknights.org/Assembly.asp?A=1089. 

 

American Way Awards 

 

On March 12, the 57th Annual American Way Awards were held at Nolan Catholic High School.  More 

pictures are available on the website at http://www.kofcknights.org/Assembly.asp?A=1089. 

http://www.kofcknights.org/Assembly.asp?A=1089
http://www.kofcknights.org/Assembly.asp?A=1089


Nominees for 2017-2018 Fraternal Year 

It’s election time again!!!  The nominees are as follows: 

 

 

Friar – Fr. Jerome Ward ** 

Faithful Navigator – SK Adrian Romero, Sr. * 

Captain – SK Ron Harris * 

Pilot – SK John Achtyl * 

Comptroller – SK David Siebold ** 

Purser – Emmanuel Ogidan *** 

Scribe – (vacant) 

Inner Sentinel – SK Nick Siebold * 

Outer Sentinel – (vacant) 

Admiral – SK Michael Walker, PFN * 

3rd Year Trustee – SK Tommy Jones, Sr., PFN *** 

2nd Year Trustee – SK Bruce Mallory, PFN *** 

1st Year Trustee – SK Bill White, PFN * 

 

* - confirmed as of press 

time 

** - appointed by 

FN/Supreme 

*** - unconfirmed as of 

press time

 

 

 

Color Corps Report 
 Honor Guards Regalia Tux 

March 5 27 13 

YTD 47 297 50 
 

Upcoming Honor Guards & 
Standings 
April 22 – 4pm @ St. Thomas 
April 24 – 7pm @ St. Patrick Cathedral 
April 27 – 6pm @ St. Stephen 

  



Birthdays 
1st 
SK Shannon Pulido, Jr. 
 
3rd  
SK James Perales 
 
4th 
SK John Lella, Jr. 
SK Gregory Libby 
 
6th 
SK Raymond Herrera 
SK George Knowles 
 
8th 
SK Tu Doan 
SK John Golias 

 

9th 
SK Danial Hall 
SK Brian Perry 
 
10th 
SK Errol Jolly 
SK Leondas Rambo 
 
12th 
SK Louis Capone 
 
13th 
SK Ray Torres 
 
15th 
SK Dean Dodge, Jr. 
SK Donnie Tillery, Sr. 

 

16th 
SK Everardo Galvan 
 
17th 
SK Eric Stark 
SK Thomas Walsh 
 
24th 
SK Bobby Scott 
 
30th 
SK Jay Darling 

 

 
  

Prayer Requests  
All military personnel, Police, Fire, & EMTs 
Pete Gomez, Sr. 
Cynthia Hernandez 
Donna Jones 
Vera Richardson 
Jesse Alegria 
Rita Girard 
Rae Garner 
Virginia Carden 
Susan (Smerick) Jackowski 
Bryan White 
Pauline White 
Dixie Bugg 
William Bradshaw 
Joe Bason 
Jan Nowicki 
Bobby Lockwood 
Valerie Johnson 
Lucy Johnson 
Johnny Johnson 
Marion Bason 

Repose of Souls 
All military personnel lost in past and present 
conflicts 
Nell Peffers  
Linda Siebold 
Francis Lewis 

 

To add or remove a name from either of these lists, please email kb8nds@yahoo.com.   

mailto:kb8nds@yahoo.com


Upcoming Events 
April 9 – Palm Sunday 

April 11 – Passover 

April 14 – Good Friday 

April 16 – Easter

May 4 – National Day of Prayer 

May 5 – Cinco de Mayo

May 14 – Mother’s Day 
 
May 20 – Armed Forces Day 
 
May 25 – Ascension of the Lord 
 
May 29 – Memorial Day 
 

Meetings 
Planning Meetings are held on the 1st 
Wednesday of every month and Business 
Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of 
every month, both at 7:30pm in the back of the 
Msgr. Joseph O’Donohoe Council #4709 
building located at 3809 Yucca Street. 

Membership 
If there are any changes to your address, phone 
number, etc., please notify the Faithful 
Comptroller at dgfs57@hotmail.com  or by 
calling 254-339-3645. 

 

 
There’s An App for that… 
Having trouble remembering the Mysteries and various prayers of the Holy Rosary.  There are numerous 
apps to help guide you through saying the Rosary available for download to your mobile device. Try  one 
out today! 

  

mailto:dgfs57@hotmail.com


Assembly Officers for the 2016-17 Fraternal Year 
Friar 

Fr. Jerome Ward 
 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Michael Walker 

 
Captain 

SK Adrian Romero, Sr. 
 

Pilot 
SK Ron Harris 

 
Comptroller 

SK David Siebold 
 

Purser 
SK John Achtyl 

 
Scribe 

SK Emmanuel Ogidan 
 

Inner Sentinel 
SK Greg Krumme 

 
Outer Sentinel 
SK Nick Siebold 

 

Admiral 
SK Tommy Jones, Sr., PFN 

 
3rd Year Trustee 

SK Bruce Mallory, PFN 
 

2nd Year Trustee 
SK Bill Mechura, PFN 

 
1st Year Trustee 

SK Don Grannan, PFN 
 

Color Corps Commander 
SK John Achtyl 

 
Deputy Color Corps Commander 

SK John Lella, PFN 
SK Greg Krumme 

 
Historian 

SK Mike Smerick, PFN 
 

Deputy Historian 
SK Lonnie Brown, PFN 

 
Parliamentarian 

SK Lawrence Bierschenk, PFN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


