Knights of Columbus San Damlano Assembly 3192

Message from the Faithful Navigator

Good Day, Fellow Sir Knights,

| am proud to report that we had an excellent 2026 Patriotic Ball. With 153 guests,
TARA did their usual superb job hosting us. Even with increased expenses,
thanks to our Sir Knights, we maintained our proceeds at levels equivalent to those
of prior years, so much so that we were able to increase our donation to our

Honoree, Operation Resolute Warrior, from $3,000 to $5,000!

However, there is no rest. We went from the Patriotic Ball to planning our 3rd
Annual Armed Forces Day Golf Tournament on April 20th, again at TARA. We are
already sold out of foursomes and I’'m happy to report that we have 4 major
sponsors and a large selection of Silent Auction items. Remember, you can come
to the buffet dinner to enjoy great company and a delicious buffet selection.

Please contact SK Mark O'Brien at markbobrien@aol.com for dinner tickets. Our

Honoree this year is Homes For Our Troops.

We are wrapping up our Fraternal Year (July through June), during which we hold
elections for new officers with an Installation Ceremony and dinner. The Selection
Committee will announce its Officer recommendations at our April Business
Meeting. Nominations from the floor and Officer elections will take place at our
May Business Meeting. Installation, dinner, and the awarding of the Patriotic of the

Year will occur at the June Business Meeting.

In and Through Christ,

Your Faithful Navigator, David



mailto:markbobrien@aol.com
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Assembly Meetings & Upcoming Events

Apr-26
2,9,16,23,30| Thursday 5:00pm | OLA - Daily Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli
9 Thursday | 6:00PM Assembly Business Nominating Chair
Meeting
Present Nominated
Officers
20 Monday TARA CC Armed Forces Golf FC Jerry Graceffo
Tournament
23 Thursday | 6:00PM Assembly O&D | i c.1 Navigator - David
Meeting
May-26
7,14,21,28 | Thursday 5:00pm | OLA - Daily Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli
14 Thursday | 6:00PM OLA Annex  |ASsembly Business | b . q.l Navigator - David
Meeting
16 & 17 Sat & Sun | All Masses OLA Poppies Distribution Al Connizzo
28 Thursday | 6:00PM | OLA PAC R131 Assembly O8D | . q.1 Navigator - David
Meeting
Jun-26
4,11,18,25 | Thursday 5:00pm St Joseph Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli
. Installation of . . .
11 Thursday 4:00PM Parrish Center . Faithful Navigator - David
Officers
11 Thursday | 4:30PM Parrish Center Assemmbz t?nzs'"ess Faithful Navigator - David
25 Thursday | 6:00PM | OLA PAC R131 Assembly O&D | i c.1 Navigator - David

Meeting
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Owur 3™ Annual
- Armed Forees Day

Golf Tournament
Monday, April 20t", 2026
Tara Golf and Country Club

Honoring

I M
Homes For Our Troops
and All Our Veterans

Presented by the Knights of Columbus

San Damiano Assembly #3192

Noon to 1:00 pm - Registration and Lunch
1:00 pm Shotgun Start

50/50 Raffle, Silent Auction, Awards and Dinner
Immediately Following the Tournament




"(":.{4 *  Homes For Our Troops
| is Our Honoree for the

Armed Forces Day Charity Golf Tournament

Tom Landwermeyer, a retired Army Brigadier General, is President
& CEO of Homes For Our Troops. Charity Navigator gives Homes
For Our Troops a rating of three out of four stars. They’ve earned
85.53 points out of 100 for financial management and 100 out of 100
for accountability and transparency.

Homes For Our Troops is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated
to building mortgage-free, specially adapted custom homes for
severely injured post-9/11 Veterans, with nearly 90 cents of every
dollar donated going directly to program services.

HFOT operates nationally, however there are many housing projects
in Florida: Injured Veteran Adapted Housing in Florida | Helping
those who served. HFOT exists to restore independence, mobility,
and quality of life for Veterans severely injured in combat. The
organization’s primary goal is to build and donate specially adapted
homes nationwide, tailored to each Veteran’s unique needs, so they
can rebuild their lives, focus on family and recovery, and regain self-
sufficiency.

HFOT serves Veterans who have sustained life-altering injuries,
including multiple limb amputations, paralysis, blindness, severe
burns, and traumatic brain injuries. By providing a home designed
for their mobility and accessibility requirements, HFOT enables
Veterans to regain freedom, pursue careers, complete education, and
engage with their communities. Veterans choose where to live,
allowing them to remain close to family, medical care, and support
networks.



https://www.hfotusa.org/building-homes/veteran-home-building-projects/fl/
https://www.hfotusa.org/building-homes/veteran-home-building-projects/fl/

Officers & Directors

Faithful Navigator

Faithful Captain Sir Knight of the Month
Faithful Admiral
Faithful Pilot July 2025 January 2026
SK John Finnegan SK Father
Faithful Friar Sanderson
August 2025
SK John Herbert February 2026
Faithful Comptroller SK Jesus Gomez
September 2025
Faithful Purser SK Joe Mascari March 2026
Tom Ricketts
Faithful Scribe October 2025
SK Mark O’Brien April 2026
Inner Sentinel
November 2025
Outer Sentinel SK Richard Yancheski May 2026
gg:gfngz;l;r December 2025
SK Mike Sassano June 2026
Webmaster
Ist Yr. Trustee Congratulations To All Sir Knights!

2nd Yr. Trustee

. v+ Knights of Columbus

3rd Yr. Trustee )' " P O U R T H
5 G R EE

Putrwtzc degree of the Order.
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mailto:MFCORRIGAN@AOL.COM
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NATIONAL MILITARY HOLIDAYS

May 162, 2026 - Armed Forces Day - to honor all
active-duty military. Established by President Harry S.
Truman 1949.

Nov. 11, 2026 — Veterans Day — (originally known as
Armistice Day) is a federal holiday in the United States
observed annually on November 11, for honoring
military veterans of the United States Armed Forces. It
coincides with holidays in several countries, including
Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, which also
occur on the anniversary of the end of World War I.

Dec. 7, 2026 — Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day — The
anniversary of the day Japan attacked Pearl Harbor,

Hawaii, signaling the United States’ entrance into
World War I1.

Dec. 19, 2026 — National Wreaths Across America Day




IMPORTANT MILITARY HOLIDAY
OBSERVANCES FOR
March 2026 THRU MAY 2026
March
Navy Reserve Birthday .........cccccoeeiiieiiiiieniiiieeeieee March 3
Hug a GI DAy ..ccccvvveieiieeeeeeeee et March 4
Seabee Birthday .........ccccoeveiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e, March 5
K-9 Veterans Day .......ccceeeevieeeiiiieciieeeeee e March 13
American Legion Birthday..........ccccooooiiiiniiiiiiie March 15
Rosie The Riveter Day.........ccccoeevciiieeiciiiieiieeeee e, March 21
Medal of HOnor Day .......cccceeeeviieeiiieeeiieeeiee e March 25
National Vietnam War Veterans Day ..........ccccceeevvveennennne March 29
April
Month of the Military Child ...........cocceiiiniiin. Month of April
Military Saves Month ..........cccceveviiiiiniiie e Month of April
Gold Star Spouses DAy ........eeeeeveeeeiiieeiiieeeiee e April 5
National Former POW Recognition Day .........ccccceeeevieennnnenn. April 9
Air Force Reserve Birthday ........cccoevveiiiiiiiiinieee e, April 14
Army Reserve Birthday ..........ccoccveiviiiiiniii e, April 23
National Military Brats Day ........ccccccveeeviiiiiinciiieeiie e, April 30
May
Month of the Military Caregiver ..........ccccceeeevveeeeneeeennee. Month of May
National Military Appreciation Month ............ccccceeueeenns Month of May
Silver Star Service Banner Day .........ccccceeevviiieicieeieiieeeiiees May 1
VE DAY ettt e May 8
Military Spouse Appreciation Day ................. Friday before Mother’s Day
Armed Forces Week .......ccccvvveeiiiieiiiieeee e May 10 — 17
Children of Fallen Patriots Day .......cccccoceeeeeviiiieiiieeeiee e, May 13
Armed Forces Day........coocviveeeiiiiiiiiieeciie e May 17
Memorial Day ........ccccoveeciiiiiieeee e, Last Monday in May
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Knights of Columbus
r
Bue sk Assembly 3192 Veterans Council 13341
First Name |Last Name [Branch Rank Campaign (War) Years
Domonic /Antonelli US Army 1960-1965
US Army Spec
Chris Avren Forces Sgt E5 IVietham 1960-1963
65-'71 & '75-
Richard Barnett (Deceased) |[US Army CWO (CW3) '94
Sigmund Bartoszek US Marine Corps MGySgt 1952-1982
Benedict
Claude (Deceased) US Navy LCDR 1961-1969
Paul Bennet US Marine Corps Captain \Vietham 1964-1968
Dennis Beville US Army 1st Lt Korea - Vietham Era 1967-1970
William S. Borgiasz US Air Force 1971-1991
Joseph Bochnik US Air Force Staff Sargent IVietham 1968-1972
Jack Byrnes (Deceased) |[US Navy Radarman 3/C WWII - Atlantic Fleet 1945-1947
IVietnam & Guantanamo Bay
Matthew Cangemi US Navy Seabees Cuba 1965-1967
Donald Castracani US Army 1965-1971
IVince Cera US Army Reserves |Spec 4 1969-1975
Mike Chapman US Navy 1960-1964
\Vinnie Cipriano US Navy IVietham 1966-1968
Rob Colston US Navy Beirut, Lebanon 1981-1987
Sam F. Conge Jr. US Army IVietham Era 1966-1968
Kent Goodger US Army SP4 Vietham 1964-1966
Douglas Cyr US Navy 2nd Class CPO AT2 |Beirut, Lebanon 1983-1984
Lenny DeRasmo US Army Airborne Vietnam 1967-1968
Bill Dirring US Air Force During Vietham Era 1969-1989
Eugene A. Dolecki US Army During Vietnam Era 1958-1960
William Dunn US Marine Corps Infantry - Captain 1953-1959
Ryan Dunahue US Army Specialist OEF & OIF 2001-2005
Kenneth Dzierzanowski US Army Major Gulf Wars 1981-2001
Robert Eberly US Air Force Colonel Gulf War 1956-1991
Richard Famulare US Army Spec 5th Class  |During Vietham Era 1966-1968
John Farah US Navy 1973-1979
Michael Farella US Navy DP3 IVietham 1972-1975
Ed Fisher US Marine Corps Corporal 1957-1963
David W. Fontaine US Air Force Start of Vietnam War 1961-1965
Patrick J. George US Army Staff Sargent - E6|Vietham Era 1970-1976
\Warren D. Glasow US Army Corporal Korea 1948-1952
Michael Paul Gonzales US Army Reserves |Major Desert Storm 1986-1991
Gregoire

Francis (Fritz) RIP |(Deceased) US Army Korea 1952-1954
Paul Gulbrandsen US Marine Corps LtCol 1990-2017
Tom Gwiazdowski US Army 1980-2002
Tom Harenchar US Army IVietham 1969-1977
John Hebert US Navy E-4 1977-1981
John Hess US Army NG 1984-1990
James Insinga US Army Sgt Germany 1970-1972
\William lJacques US Navy 1973-1975
Donald lJohnson UsMC Desert Storm 1980-1991
Lyle lJohnson US Army 1961-1967
John Joly US Navy Infantry Vietham 1968-1970
James Jurek US Army Spec 4 1966-1972
Lawrence L. Kee US Army LtCol Vietham 1968 1963-1983
Michael Kelly US Army Res 1960-1966
Paul J. Kelly US Army Res 101 Sig. Bat. Vietham Era 1970-1975
Kenneth Koehler US Army 1st Lt Vietham 1968-1970
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Knights of Columbus
’
gk Assembly 3192 Veterans Council 13341
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|F|rst Name|Last Name | Branch | Rank |Campa|gn (War) |Years |
Bill Kopcsak US Army JAGC Captain Vietnam Era 1969-1973
Ron Kosey US Marine Corps LCPL Vietnam Era 1969-1971
Doug Kremski US Army ISpecialist 5 Pre Vietnam 1960-1963
James Lammens US Navy Res Vietnam Era 1972-1977
Pedro Lebron US Air Force [Sargent Vietnam 1964-1968
Paul Lento US Navy Res 5 Years
Tom US Army Korea 1963-1966
Richard IArmy NG 1959-2001
Christopher J. US Marine Corps Lance Corporal 2018-2020
iGeorge C US Marine Corps MSgt Vietnam 1960-1980
WJames RIP US Army IEnd Lt Korea / Vietnam 1964-1968
Vincent US Army Sergeant FC Vietnam 1967-1968
WJoseph US Air Force Start of Vietnam 1961-1965
Dale US Air Force 1961-1985
Hospital Corpsman
HM2, 2nd Class Chief
Robert US Navy Petty Officer 1975-1979
WJack US Army |Spec 5 1971-1976
Bernard US Air Force
Vincent US Army E7 Vietnam + 17 yrs. NY Army NG 1967-1968
IMartin A US Air Force Medic - A2C 1960-1964
Charles O'Neill US Air Force '@jor 1986-1989
Gordie Ormerod US Navy LCDR 20 Years
Eddie [Pawson US Army |Sargent -Infantry _ |Vietnam 1969-1971
Carl Perhac US Army Spec 4 1967-1969
George Perseghin US Air Force Staff Sargent Korea
|Steve Platt US Marine Corps
Richard Pless US Army NG ISpec 5 During Vietnam Era 1966-1974
Don Plourde US Army 1962-1964
IClemens Presogna US Army Granada, Gulf War, OEF, OIF 1982-2016
Vietnam - 1967-68, Korea 1960-61,
David Reichert US Army LtCol Germany 1962-65, 1972-75 1959-1984
Bob Reilly US Navy LCDR 1975 -1991
Bill Rempe US Army Vietnam 1971-1977
Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom,
Nathan Reneau US Navy IES Second Gulf War 2010-2019
IThomas J. Repp US Army Vietnam 1968-1970
Dennis F. Richardson US Navy 4 Years
Fabian Robitaille US Army 1962-1993
Thomas E. Rokosz US Army NG Captain 1969-1983
Jeff Rolf US Army LtCol Gulf War, OEF, OIF 1979-2006
Dave Rondeau US Army |ISSG E6 During Vietnam Era 1967-1971
Fr. Shawn Roser US Air Force Res JAirman 1stC OC 2002-2006
Paul US Navy Chief Petty Officer 1975-1998
IMatthew C. US Marine Corps Lance Corporal Iraq (OIF) 2002-2008
WJohn US Army LtCol 1974-1987
Larry US Air Force During Vietnam Era 1967-1971
Robert F. US Army NG SP5 1971-1977
Edward US Army 508 Mil. Pol. Batt. Munich, Germany 1956-1959
Vincent J. US Marine Corps Corporal Vietnam 1966-1969
[Tryn US Navy LtCdr 1992-2002
Mario J US Marine Corps Colonel
JAnton US Air Force LtCol Vietnam 1966-1986
Chris [Treston US Navy Vietnam 1959-1962
Greg Unger US Navy Vietnam 1966-1970
\William (Bill) Walsh lll US Army 1st Lt 1960-1967
WJohn Weldon US Army 1st Lt Vietnam 1966-1969
Tom \Werner US Air Force Captain During Vietnam Era 1965-1967
ICharles Wollenweber Jr. US Army Res ISP4 Medic Vietnam 1970-1975
Paul E Zedalis US Army 1st Sargent Germany & Vietnam




Knights of Columbus San Damlano Assembly 3192

Jonus for a free breakfast!
CPR\G FCRA\E|E'\’PN7




-

Knights of Columbus San Damlano Assembly 3192 =

Nar——"

ar o |

VETERAN PROGRAMS UPDATE

San Damiano Assembly 3192
4th Degree Meeting — March 12, 2026

Mission Statement:

All our VSO and VAVS partner programs have one primary objective and that is
to build relationships that become strong partnerships through collaboration and
the joint creation of services that are directly aimed at our Veterans.

1. Dogs Inc

Sean Brown, Director of Mission Awareness at Dogs Inc, let me know at the Patriotic Ball that
Dogs Inc expects to complete their new outreach facility near Lakewood Ranch
Boulevard and State Road 70 in July of this year. Sean said if we wish to become
volunteers, we should be quick to submit our applications which they will start taking on their
website March 2", They expect the volunteer pool to fill up quickly! Make a note on your
calendar to go online and complete and submit your application March 2" or as soon as
possible.

Everyone must register online at Volunteer - Dogs Inc to be a volunteer. The volunteer
pool will fill up quickly. You will then complete a short self-assessment and see if
campus volunteering is right for you. Make sure you listen to the 1-minute video 1st. Let
me know once you have done so at jojoly@earthlink.net .

2. Operation Warrior Resolution (OWR)

OWR is honored to be the beneficiary of the Sarasota Wine Festival on March 215t at this
fantastic community event, and a few of our volunteers have signed up to help with
setup, ice and water runner, tear down and cleanup. This will be our 15t project with
them but there will be many more to follow.

If you would like to volunteer, you can look at the available shifts online and sign up
using the link https://owr.ivolunteer.com/sarasota-wine-festival-2026
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3. THE FIRE WATCH
s «  San Damiano Assembly 3192 has trained 55 Sir Knights and
2,602 spouses as Watch Standers, earning us Veteran Safe Place
"TRAINED IN2025 Certification Status — the first Knights of Columbus Assembly in
—— Florida to achieve this distinction
101653 «  The next step is bringing Watch Stander training to our own 3rd

TOTAL WATCH STANDERS

L Degree Council — we are requesting that Brianne Brown (or a

e designated Fire Watch representative) present a brief overview at the
I«\\ 11,259 April Council meeting, followed by an in-person training session in
t"p ”ESTIM‘ATVEDR{'FH‘IRA“?LS May

«  Sir Knights who wish to complete the training online through The
Fire Watch website may do so now — any Knight interested should
contact SK Jack McGourty directly, and he will provide specific
guidance on how to access the course and ensure your name is added
to our Assembly’s official list of certified Watch Standers

DECREASE IN
VETERAN SUICIDES

4. EVERYDAY MONEY FOR VETERANS ON FIXED INCOMES

In partnership with Manatee County Veterans Services

« A four-session financial literacy program for veterans on fixed incomes — covering
unclaimed VA benefits, cost reduction, credit and scam protection, and building a
small emergency cushion; sessions held at the Manatee County Veterans
Services offices in Bradenton; the Assembly is co-branded on the program

« The May pilot runs May 14, 21, and 28 (11:00 AM-Noon) — three sessions
offered as a condensed introduction to what will ultimately be the full four-session
curriculum

« Mentoring Opportunity for Sir Knights: Volunteer mentor opportunities are
available — mentors may join Live Sessions at MCVC Headquarters supporting
SK McGourty as he facilitates the program, provide Post-Session Phone
Consultations to veteran participants who request additional support, and Sir
Knights interested in either opportunity should Contact SK Jack McGourty
directly
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5. SRQ VETS — 11TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL WEEKEND 5K HIKE

6. Empath Health / Tidewell Hospice

Saturday, May 23, 2026 — JD Hamel War Memorial Park, Sarasota; the hike crosses
the scenic Ringling Bridge and returns to the park for a cookout, live music, and
family activities; led by Executive Director Rob Kehs

Registration is open now at secure.qgiv.com/for/srqvets/event/11thmemorialhike/
— advance pricing ($40 adults) ends May 15; T-shirts guaranteed to pre-registered
participants only

Sponsorship opportunities are available for individuals and organizations at
several levels — details listed on the event website; the Assembly may wish to
consider participating at an appropriate level

We continue with a strong partnership with Tidewell Hospice.

We now have a team of 9 Sir Knight Veterans who are certified Honor Veterans Program
Volunteers: They are SKs John Hebert, Jim Jurek, Tom Ludwig, Bill Rempe, Bob Reilly,
Joe Mascari, Charlie Wollenweber, Ron Kosey, and myself.

There are group pinnings that we have volunteered for including Goodwill Manasota for
40 Veterans on March 19", several distinguished Veterans at the Red, White & Brave
event in Punta Gorda March 26", and Discovery Village on May 1%.. We expect many more
when we get closer to Memorial Day on May 25,
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FIRE WATCH
WATCH STANDER TRAINING

San Damiano Assembly 3192 Veterans Initiative
THE CRISIS

622 Florida Veterans died by suicide in 2023 at a rate MORE THAN TWICE the civilian rate.
Manatee County has seen one of the largest increases since 2019.

THE SOLUTION: WATCH STANDER TRAINING

A ONE-HOUR community-based training that equips you to identify Veterans in crisis, engage with
them, and connectthem to life-saving resources. Think of it as CPR for Veteran Mental Health.
Counties with Watch Standers: 12% DECREASE in veteran suicides since 2019

OUR HISTORIC GOAL - BE THE FIRST K OF C ASSEMBLY IN FLORIDA TO
ACHIEVE VETERAN SAFE PLACE CERTIFICATON COMPLETED!

Organizations with 50+ trained members become officially recognized Veteran Safe Places. We
serve 200+ veterans in our Assembly. Most of our Officers and Directors have completed the
training and can confirm this is an essential, compelling program. Spouses are welcome and
encouraged to attend!

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR KNIGHTS?

* Live our Fourth Degree commitmentto patriotismand service
* Provide tangible, life-saving support to veterans
* Lead by example for K of C Councils statewide




Sir Knights

A Patriotic Rosary is held every Thursday at 5:00 PM in the
OLA Chapel, led by Sam Bastianelli PGK, PFN.

If you haven't participated before, the Rosary takes about 35
minutes to complete. Each decade is dedicated to prayers for
10 different States, ensuring that all S0 States are
remembered during the service. Additionally, a patriotic song
is sung between each decade.

At our last Assembly meeting, Fr. Sanderson gave a heartfelt
appeal, urging us to pray the rosary and ask the Blessed
Mother-Patroness of our great nation-to help heal the
divisions within our country and rekindle our patriotism and
appreciation for our freedoms.

As members of the Patriotic 4th Degree, we invite all Sir
Knights to unite in prayer every Thursday through the
Patriotic Rosary.

Blessings,
Fraternally in Christ,
SK Vinnie Cipriano
Faithful Comptroller




Program Positions

Bereavement Chairman
David M Lawson

Color Corp Commander
Vincent Cipriano

Honor Guard
Open Position

Flag Retirement
Mark O’Brien & John Joly

Membership/
Exemplifications
John T Coliton III

Memorial Day Poppies
Alfred A Connizzo

Newsletter
John Joly

Patriotic Ball
Jerry Graceffo

Spiritual Advisor

Tidewell Hospice
We Honor Veterans
Program

John Joly

Tribute to Heroes Parade
John Joly

VAVS
John Joly

Veterans Day Mass
Unassigned

Veterans Flag Placement
Unassigned

Wreaths Across America
Bob Hedstrom
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The Patriotic Rosary meets every Thursday from
5:00pm to 5:30pm in St Joseph’s Chapel including
the 2nd Thursday prior to all Assembly Meetings.

The Patriotic Rosary prays for every branch of the
government. There are quotes from founders such
as George Washington, John Adams, and James
Iredell. It is mixed with Patriotic Songs such as
God Bless America, The Battle Hymn of the
Republic and The Star-Spangled Banner.

So come join your fellow Knights and OLA
Parishioners to pray the Patriotic Rosary!

Questions? Email SK Sam Bastianelli at
sambastianelli@gmail.com or call (714) 469-7794



mailto:sambastianelli@gmail.com
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