
Knights of Columbus San Damiano Assembly 3192 

 
Message from the Faithful Navigator 

 
Good Day Fellow Sir Knights, 

 
Happy Thanksgiving, Brothers. I hope you had a peaceful and blessed holiday. 

 
I apologize for the latest of this October Newsletter. Preparing for the Patriotic Ball has consumed 
much of my time, as well as that of others on the PB Committee (see below). 

 
November should have been an easy month, with minimal happenings due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Boy, was I wrong! 

 
We had seven events with the Color Corps in attendance. These included Memorial Mass for 
Deceased Brothers of Council 13341, Flag Retirement, Tribute to Heroes Parade, Veterans Day Mass 
at Sarasota Memorial, Tara Country Club Veterans Day gathering, Lakewood Ranch Christian School 
at Harvest Church, and the State Deputy Meeting. SK Vinnie Cipriano has graciously accepted the 
position of Color Corps Commander. As you can tell, he had quite a busy month in November. Note 
that we invite you to join the Color Corps. You don't have to attend every event. Just those you 
choose to. Remember that Color Corps members have a unique uniform, and your Assembly 
provides a stipend to help cover some of the costs. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to be 
involved and show the colors and involvement of our Assembly. Please get in touch with SK Vinnie 
Cipriano (vinnie1248@outlook.com) for additional information. 

After a several-month delay due to a fire ban, we held our Flag Retirement Ceremony on November 
8th. While the fire ban was still in effect, we respectfully retired the flags by cutting them up in 
accordance with the prescribed procedure and placing them in a sealed container. 

 
As always, we participated in the Tribute to Heroes Parade in Lakewood Ranch, Veterans Day Mass 
at Sarasota Memorial Cemetery, and other events. Please see some of the pictures taken at these 
events. You may notice that the same people consistently volunteer for these proud events honoring 
our veterans. We have over 200 members in our Assembly. Please make use of our calendar on the 
Assembly website or contact the event chairperson to volunteer. SK John Joly always attaches an 
upcoming events section in this newsletter. Get involved. 

Regarding upcoming events, the new Patriotic Ball website (www.knights3192.org) is now open for 
registration and Program Book Ad purchases. 93 people registered in the 24 hours! Don't wait to 
register because there are only 150 seats, in total, available. 
We had an excellent turnout for the Fire Watch session on December 1st. Yes, I know that was a 
December event, but I am proud of the turnout. We had 23 attendees, including brother Sir Knights 
and quite a few spouses. Another session will be scheduled in the January/February timeframe to 
allow the Great Southern Migration members to attend. Watch for an announcement from SK Dr Jack 
McGourty for details. 

Have a great and blessed Christmas season, 
Your Faithful Navigator, 
David 
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Message from the Faithful Navigator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flag Retirement – 13 Folds of the Flag – L&R SK Vinnie C. & SK Vinnie S. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tribute to Heroes - Parade LWR Main Street. L&R Young Happy Patriot 7 SK John J. & SK Tom R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Day Mass at Sarasota National Cemetery 



VAVS Events & Accomplishments 
October 31st to November 12th, 2025 

1. Douglas Jacobson Veterans Nursing Home – Port 
Charlotte - Halloween Celebration 

2. Group Veterans Pinning Ceremonies at 5 
Bradenton and Sarasota Assisted Living Facilities 
in 4 Days. 106 Veterans pinned by Sir Knights Bill 
Rempe, Tom Ludwig, Jim Jurek, Bob Reilly, John 
Hebert, and John Joly. 

3. Participated in the Memorial Mass for Brother 
Knights who passed. 

4. The Flag Retirement event retiring approximately 
250 flags. 

5. Marched in the Heroes Parade on Main Street 
6. Participated in passing out poppies at all Masses 
7. Participated in the Veterans Mass at Sarasota 

National Cemetery 
8. Put on the annual Veterans celebration at The 

Summit at LWR Assisted Living Facility 

SK John Joly, Director, Veterans Programs 



 



 
 
 

 
THE CRISIS 

FIRE WATCH 
WATCH STANDER TRAINING 

San Damiano Assembly 3192 Veterans Initiative 

 
622 Florida Veterans died by suicide in 2023 at a rate MORE THAN TWICE the civilian rate. 
Manatee County has seen one of the largest increases since 2019. 

 
THE SOLUTION: WATCH STANDER TRAINING 

A ONE-HOUR community-based training that equips you to identify Veterans in crisis, engage with 
them, and connect them to life-saving resources. Think of it as CPR for Veteran Mental Health. 
Counties with Watch Standers: 12% DECREASE in veteran suicides since 2019 

 
OUR HISTORIC GOAL - BE THE FIRST K OF C ASSEMBLY IN FLORIDA TO 
ACHIEVE VETERAN SAFE PLACE CERTIFICATION 

Organizations with 50+ trained members become officially recognized Veteran Safe Places. We 
serve 200+ veterans in our Assembly. Most of our Officers and Directors have completed the 
training and can confirm this is an essential, compelling program. Spouses are welcome and 
encouraged to attend! 

 
WHY THIS MATTERS FOR KNIGHTS? 

* Live our Fourth Degree commitment to patriotism and service 
* Provide tangible, life-saving support to veterans 
* Lead by example for K of C Councils statewide 

 
Look for our next class coming soon! 

Our December 1st class was a big success; 23 training completions! 
 



Knights of Columbus 
Assembly #3192 

Lakewood Ranch, Florida 

 

Military Patriotic Ball 
Sunday • 15 February • 2026 

Reception at 5:00 pm — Dinner at 6:00 pm 
Tara Golf & Country Club 

~ PROGRAM ~ 
Reception and Cocktail Hour 

Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Singing of the National Anthem 
Posting of the Colors - Melody of Military Branches 

Invocation 
Dinner Served 

Welcoming Remarks 
Introduction of Sponsors and Special Guests Introduction 

of Guest Speaker 
Kendra Simpkins Walsh 

Founder & CEO 
Operation Warrior Resolution 

US Army Veteran 
Award & Donation 

Dancing 

Singing of God Bless America 



Sponsor an Ad for a Purple Heart Recipient 
or a Gold Star Family 

 
The Purple Heart is a military award that recognizes sacrifice, 

courage, and resilience. Receiving it brings pride and humility, honors 
commitment to duty, and connects recipients to the legacy of service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Honor of (or) In Memory of 

(Insert Name of Veteran) 

Gold Star families honor loved ones lost in military service by 
organizing memorial events, sharing stories of their heroism, and 
offering support groups that help each member cope with grief. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of (Insert Name of Veteran) 

 
Note: All Ad Sponsors of The Purple Heart or Gold Star Family will be displayed at 
the Patriotic Ball event. 
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Sir Knight of the Month 

 

July - 2024 

 
SK Don Bourdon 

January - 2025 

SK Father Sanderson 

August 

SK Wayne Irvine 

February 

SK Carmine Maida 

 
September 

SK William Rempe 

 
March 

SK Keith Dunlop 

 
October 

SK Sam Conge 

 
April 

SK Joe Finamore 

November 

SK Al Tagliaferro 

May 

SK Dr. Jack McGourty 

December 

SK Whitman Hiller 

June 
SK Richard Famulare 

 
July 

SK John Finnegan – 
Patriot of the Year 

August 

SK John Hebert 

September 

SK Joe Mascari 

October 

SK Mark O’Brien 

November 

To Be Announced 

Faithful Navigator 
David Lawson 

Faithful Captain 

Jerry Graceffo 

Faithful Admiral 

Mark O’Brien 

Faithful Pilot 

Mike Corrigan 

Faithful Friar 

Father William 
Sanderson 

Faithful Comptroller 

Vinnie Cipriano 

Faithful Purser 

John Settineri 

Faithful Scribe 

John Finnegan 

Inner Sentinel 

Mike Sassano 

Outer Sentinel 
Clemmens Presogna 

 
CC Commander 
Vincent Cipriano 

Webmaster 

Jim Thompson 

1st Yr. Trustee 

Rich Wohaska 

2nd Yr. Trustee 

Mike Kelly 

3rd Yr. Trustee 

Frank Ippolito 

Officers and Directors 
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First Name Last Name Branch Rank Campaign (War) Years 
Domonic Antonelli US Army   1960-1965 
Chris Avren US Army Spec Forces Sgt E5 Vietnam 1960-1963 
Richard Barnett (Deceased) US Army CWO (CW3)  65-'71 & '75-'94 
Sigmund Bartoszek US Marine Corps MGySgt  1952-1982 
Claude Benedict (Deceased) US Navy LCDR  1961-1969 
Paul Bennet US Marine Corps Captain Vietnam 1964-1968 
Dennis Beville US Army 1st Lt Korea - Vietnam Era 1967-1970 
William S. Borgiasz US Air Force   1971-1991 
Jack Byrnes (Deceased) US Navy Radarman 3/C WWII - Atlantic Fleet 1945-1947 
 
Matthew 

 
Cangemi 

 
US Navy Seabees 

 Vietnam & Guantanamo Bay 
Cuba 

 
1965-1967 

Donald Castracani US Army   1965-1971 
Vince Cera US Army Reserves Spec 4  1969-1975 
Mike Chapman US Navy   1960-1964 
Vinnie Cipriano US Navy  Vietnam 1966-1968 
Rob Colston US Navy  Beirut, Lebanon 1981-1987 
Sam F. Conge Jr. US Army  Vietnam Era 1966-1968 
Kent Goodger US Army SP4 Vietnam 1964-1966 
Douglas Cyr US Navy 2nd Class CPO AT2 Beirut, Lebanon 1983-1984 
Lenny DeRasmo US Army Airborne  Vietnam 1967-1968 
Bill Dirring US Air Force  During Vietnam Era 1969-1989 
Eugene A. Dolecki US Army  During Vietnam Era 1958-1960 
William Dunn US Marine Corps Infantry - Captain  1953-1959 
Ryan Dunahue US Army Specialist OEF & OIF 2001-2005 
Robert Eberly US Air Force Colonel Gulf War 1956-1991 
Richard Famulare US Army Spec 5th Class During Vietnam Era 1966-1968 
John Farah US Navy   1973-1979 
Michael Farella US Navy DP3 Vietnam 1972-1975 
Ed Fisher US Marine Corps Corporal  1957-1963 
David W. Fontaine US Air Force  Start of Vietnam War 1961-1965 
Patrick J. George US Army Staff Sargent - E6 Vietnam Era 1970-1976 
Warren D. Glasow US Army Corporal Korea 1948-1952 
Michael Paul Gonzales US Army Reserves Major Desert Storm 1986-1991 
Francis (Fritz) RIP Gregoire (Deceased) US Army  Korea 1952-1954 
Paul Gulbrandsen US Marine Corps LtCol  1990-2017 
Tom Gwiazdowski US Army   1980-2002 
Tom Harenchar US Army  Vietnam 1969-1977 
John Hebert US Navy E-4  1977-1981 
John Hess US Army NG   1984-1990 
James Insinga US Army Sgt Germany 1970-1972 
William Jacques US Navy   1973-1975 
Donald Johnson USMC  Desert Storm 1980-1991 
Lyle Johnson US Army   1961-1967 
John Joly US Navy Infantry  Vietnam 1968-1970 
James Jurek US Army Spec 4  1966-1972 
Lawrence L. Kee US Army LtCol Vietnam 1968 1963-1983 
Michael Kelly US Army Res   1960-1966 
Paul J. Kelly US Army Res 101 Sig. Bat. Vietnam Era 1970-1975 
Kenneth Koehler US Army 1st Lt Vietnam 1968-1970 
Bill Kopcsak US Army JAGC Captain Vietnam Era 1969-1973 
Ron Kosey US Marine Corps LCPL Vietnam Era 1969-1971 
Doug Kremski US Army Specialist 5 Pre Vietnam 1960-1963 
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First Name Last Name Branch Rank Campaign (War) Years 
James Lammens US Navy Res  Vietnam Era 1972-1977 
Pedro Lebron US Air Force Sargent Vietnam 1964-1968 
Paul Lento US Navy Res   5 Years 
Tom Ludwig US Army  Korea 1963-1966 
Richard Macklin Army NG   1959-2001 
Christopher J. Mancini US Marine Corps Lance Corporal  2018-2020 
George C Martin US Marine Corps MSgt Vietnam 1960-1980 
James RIP Mazurek US Army 2nd Lt Korea / Vietnam 1964-1968 
Vincent Mirance US Army Sergeant FC Vietnam 1967-1968 
Joseph Mascari US Air Force  Start of Vietnam 1961-1965 
Dale McCall US Air Force   1961-1985 
Robert McCann US Navy HM2, 2nd Class Chief  1975-1979 
Jack McDonnell US Army Spec 5  1971-1976 
Vincent Mirance US Army E7 Vietnam + 17 yrs. NY Army NG 1967-1968 
Martin A Mueller US Air Force Medic - A2C  1960-1964 
Charles O'Neill US Air Force Major  1986-1989 
Gordie Ormerod US Navy LCDR  20 Years 
Eddie Pawson US Army Sargent - Infantry Vietnam 1969-1971 
Carl Perhac US Army Spec 4  1967-1969 
George Perseghin US Air Force Staff Sargent Korea  
Steve Platt US Marine Corps    
Richard Pless US Army NG Spec 5 During Vietnam Era 1966-1974 
Don Plourde US Army   1962-1964 
Clemens Presogna US Army  Granada, Gulf War, OEF, OIF 1982-2016 

David Reichert US Army LtCol 
Vietnam - 1967-68, Korea 1960- 
61, Germany 1962-65, 1972-75 1959-1984 

Bob Reilly US Navy LCDR  1975 -1991 
Bill Rempe US Army  Vietnam 1971-1977 

Nathan Reneau US Navy E5 
Enduring Freedom, Iraqi 
Freedom, Second Gulf War 2010-2019 

Thomas J. Repp US Army  Vietnam 1968-1970 
Dennis F. Richardson US Navy   4 Years 
Fabian Robitaille US Army   1962-1993 
Thomas E. Rokosz US Army NG Captain  1969-1983 
Jeff Rolf US Army LtCol Gulf War, OEF, OIF 1979-2006 
Dave Rondeau US Army SSG E6 During Vietnam Era 1967-1971 
Fr. Shawn Roser US Air Force Res Airman 1stC OC  2002-2006 
Paul Roy US Navy Chief Petty Officer  1975-1998 
John Schaefer US Army LtCol  1974-1987 
Larry Simmons (Deceased) US Air Force  During Vietnam Era 1967-1971 
Robert F. Soper US Army NG SP5  1971-1977 
Edward Souza US Army 508 Mil. Pol. Batt. Munich, Germany 1956-1959 
Vincent J. Spanicciati US Marine Corps Corporal Vietnam 1966-1969 
Tryn Stimart US Navy LtCdr  1992-2002 
Anton Swihura US Air Force LtCol Vietnam 1966-1986 
Chris Treston US Navy  Vietnam 1959-1962 
Greg Unger US Navy  Vietnam 1966-1970 
John Weldon US Army 1st Lt Vietnam 1966-1969 
Tom Werner US Air Force Captain During Vietnam Era 1965-1967 
Charles Wollenweber Jr. US Army Res SP4 Medic Vietnam 1970-1975 



 
 
 

IMPORTANT MILITARY HOLIDAY 
OBSERVANCES FOR 

DEC 2025 THRU APR 2026 

December 
Civil Air Patrol (USAF Auxiliary) Birthday .............................. Dec. 1 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ............................. Dec. 7 
U.S. National Guard Birthday ................................................ Dec. 13 
National Wreaths Across America ....................................... Dec. 18 

 
February 
Four Chaplains Day .................................................................. Feb. 3 
USO Birthday ............................................................................ Feb. 4 
National Salute to Veteran Patients ....................................Feb. 9-15 
Coast Guard Reserve Birthday ..............................................Feb. 19 

 
March 
Navy Reserve Birthday ......................................................... March 3 
Hug a GI Day ......................................................................... March 4 
Seabee Birthday .................................................................... March 5 
K-9 Veterans Day ................................................................. March 13 
American Legion Birthday ................................................. March 15 
Rosie The Riveter Day ........................................................ March 21 
Medal of Honor Day ............................................................ March 25 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day .................................. March 29 

 
April 
Month of the Military Child ........................................ Month of April 
Military Saves Month .................................................. Month of April 
Gold Star Spouses Day ........................................................... April 5 
National Former POW Recognition Day ................................ April 9 
Air Force Reserve Birthday .................................................. April 14 
Army Reserve Birthday ......................................................... April 23 
National Military Brats Day ................................................... April 30 

 
Knights of Columbus San Damiano Assembly 3192 



 
 
 

ASSEMBLY MEETINGS & 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
 
 

DATE DAY TIME LOCATION PURPOSE CHAIRMAN 
      

Dec-25      
4,11,18 Thursday 5:45PM OLA Day Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

1,8,15,22,29 Monday 10:00AM OLA PAC Patriotic Ball Meeting Jerry Graceffo 

1 Monday 6-7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Fire Watch Stander 
Training Jack McGourty 

11 Thursday 7:00PM OLA Annex Assembly Business 
Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

13 Saturday 11:30AM Sarasota National 
Cemetery Wreaths Across America Bob Hedsrom 

23 Tuesday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 
      

Jan-26      
1,8,15,22,29 Thursday 5:45PM OLA - Daily Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

8 Thursday 7:00 PM OLA Annex Assembly Business 
Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

8 Thursday 6:30 PM OLA Annex Renewal of Vows - Prior 
to Business Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

22 Thursday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 
      

Feb-26      
5,12,19,26 Thursday 5:45PM OLA - Daily Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

2 Saturday 11:30AM Sarasota Marina Jack II Cruise & 
Luncheon Mike C./Matt C. 

12 Thursday 7:00PM OLA Annex Assembly Business 
Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

15 Sunday 5:00PM Tara CC Patriotic Ball Jerry Graceffo 

19 Thursday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 
      

Mar-26      
5,12,19,26 Thursday 5:45PM OLA - Daily Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

 Thursday 8:00AM Port Charlotte Douglas Jacobson 
Veterans Home Mike Chapman 

12 Thursday 7:00PM OLA Annex Assembly Business 
Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

    Appoint Nominating 
Committee Faithful Navigator - David 

19 Thursday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting  
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Webmaster Jim Thompsoncc@gmail.com 

https://assembly3192.org 
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The Patriotic Rosary meets every Thursday from 
5:45pm to 6:15pm in St Joseph’s Chapel including 
the 2nd Thursday prior to all Assembly Meetings. 

The Patriotic Rosary prays for every branch of the 
government. There are quotes from founders such 
as George Washington, John Adams, and James 
Iredell. It is mixed with Patriotic Songs such as 
God Bless America, The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic and The Star-Spangled Banner. 

So come join your fellow Knights and OLA 
Parishioners to pray the Patriotic Rosary! 

Questions? Email SK Sam Bastianelli at 
sambastianelli@gmail.com or call (714) 469-7794 

 
Bereavement Chairman 
David M Lawson 

Color Corp Commander 
Keith Mobley 

Honor Guard 
Open Position 

Flag Retirement 
Mark O’Brien & John Joly 

 
Membership/ 
Exemplifications 
John T Coliton III 

Memorial Day Poppies 
Alfred A Connizzo 

Newsletter 
John Joly 

Patriotic Ball 
Jerry Graceffo 

Spiritual Advisor 

Tidewell Hospice 
We Honor Veterans 
Program 
John Joly 

Tribute to Heroes Parade 
John Joly 

VAVS 
John Joly 

Veterans Day Mass 
Unassigned 

Veterans Flag Placement 
Unassigned 

Wreaths Across America 
Bob Hedstrom 

Program Positions 
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