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Message from the Faithful Navigator

Fellow Sir Knights, 

 

As September grew to a close, things began to come alive. 

 

In a few short months, the Great Southern Migration will commence.  Our northern Sir Brother will be 

joining us.  Our ranks will nearly double.  This is just in time for our two major fundraisers – the Patriotic 

Ball and the Armed Forces Day Golf Tournament. 

 

Planning for the Patriotic Ball has begun. SK Tom Ricketts is designing an online registration page for the 

Assembly.  Based on its success, we will use this framework for our Golf Tournament.  We have had 

several conversations with Tara concerning the menu and seating arrangement.  Tara will be undergoing 

renovation.  This means that the Ball Room is unavailable.  We will be using the Bar/Grill Room.  Tara will 

be opening two adjacent rooms, expanding our available footprint.  There is plenty of room for us.  Note 

that both large round tables and rectangular tables will be available for selection.  Both setups will seat 10 

guests. 

 

Before we started our Assembly Meeting on September 11th, we asked our Faithful Friar, Father 

Sanderson, to lead us in prayer for the young children gunned down at the Assumption school mass, the 

young women viciously killed on a Charlotte subway, the assassination of Charlie Kirk, and the victims of 

9/11.  His prayer was powerful, and I have attached the prayer below. 

 

With football season in full swing, we have had a bunch of winners so far! Thank You and Good Luck to all 

of you who purchased game books. The season is young! 
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On September 16, 2025, Sir Knights John Joly, Mike Chapman, and I attended the Manatee County 

Commissioners' General Meeting.  At the meeting, the three of us accepted, for the Assembly, the 

POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY PROCLAMATION, which is the third Friday of September.  Commissioner 

Dr Bob McCann, a Sir Knight of our Assembly, presented the Proclamation.  The URL below is a recording 

of the General Meeting. The presentation begins at approximately minute 8, with SK John Joly leading the 

meeting, presenting the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by the main presentation.  The recording: 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=9R8mMUeOSlo&si=_uA5HxBmy8iahWiu  

                            

A special note to our Veterans: Renee Medina and her group are an excellent resource for veterans to 

navigate the VA maze for benefits and programs.  Her contact information is: 

Renée Medina, Coast Guard Veteran 
Veterans Services Division Manager and VSO 
Manatee County Government I Community and Veterans Services 
1401 3rd Ave W 
Bradenton, FL 34205 
(941)745-3795 Office 
(941)745-3796 Fax 
 

Yours In and Through Christ, 

Your Faithful Navigator, David 
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FAITHFUL FRIAR FATHER SANDERSON'S PRAYER 

As we reflect on the events of the last few days and weeks and the blatant evil that has been manifest in acts of 

cruelty leveled at innocent people, particularly: the 2,977 victims of the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, the innocent 

teachers and children at Assumption School in Minneapolis, Ukrainian refugee Iryna Zarutska and Charlie Kirk, the 

patriotic warrior for free speech and democracy, who was senselessly slain yesterday we consider the word of God 

at today's Mass. 

COLOSSIANS 3: 

"Put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 

bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another. 

As the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.  

And let the peace of Christ control your hearts.  And whatever you do, in word or in deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

St. Luke 6 

Jesus said to his disciples:  "To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as 

well. 

A Prayer for National Unity 

Dear Lord, we lift our nation before You and plead for unity among its people. Remove division, hatred, and strife, 

and replace them with love, understanding, and cooperation. Help us rise above ethnic, political, and religious 

differences. Let Your Spirit of harmony flow through every citizen, leader, and institution. Teach us to see one another 

through Your eyes—with compassion and grace. May our hearts be united in the pursuit of peace, justice, and truth 

for the good of all. Amen. 

A Prayer for National Repentance 

Merciful Father, we come humbly before You on behalf of our nation. We acknowledge our sins—our pride, injustice, 

and disobedience. Forgive us, Lord, for turning away from Your ways. Cleanse us from all unrighteousness and 

create in us clean hearts. Help our leaders and citizens to seek You with sincerity and truth. May renewal begin in 

our hearts and sweep across the land. Teach us to walk in humility and uprightness. Restore our nation to a place 

that honors You. Amen. 

A Prayer for National Protection 

Lord Almighty, we place our nation under Your mighty protection. Defend our borders, our cities, and our people from 

every form of danger—whether seen or unseen. Protect us from terrorism, natural disasters, and foreign invasions. 

Send Your angels to guard our land and grant wisdom to our security forces. May Your presence surround us like a 

shield and keep us safe in every corner of the nation. Thank You for being our ultimate Protector. Amen. 

A Prayer Against Corruption 

Lord of justice, we cry out against the evil of corruption in our land. Expose every hidden deed of darkness and 

uproot systems of greed and manipulation. Raise leaders who will walk in integrity and uphold what is right. Restore 

honesty in our government, institutions, and businesses. Let the fear of God govern every office and bring reform 

across all sectors. May righteousness exalt our nation and may Your truth prevail in every decision. Amen. 



COMING SOON…

The Knights of Columbus Assembly 

#3192

Flag Retirement Ceremony
You are cordially invited to attend this event 

on Saturday, November 8th starting at 1:00PM. 

The event will he held at the outdoor patio of 

the Knights of Columbus OLA Annex located 

at 7704 CR675, Bradenton, FL. (at the 

intersection of SR70 & SR675). 

Refreshments will be served following the 

ceremony.
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Sir Knight of the Month

July - 2024

SK Don Bourdon

January - 2025

SK Father Sanderson

August

SK Wayne Irvine

February

SK Carmine Maida

September

SK William Rempe

March
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October
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April

SK Joe Finamore
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SK Al Tagliaferro
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SK Dr. Jack McGourty
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June
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SK John Finnegan – 
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September
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First Name Last Name Branch Rank Campaign (War) Years
Domonic Antonelli US Army 1960-1965

Chris Avren US Army Spec Forces Sgt E5 Vietnam 1960-1963

Richard Barnett (Deceased) US Army CWO (CW3) 65-'71 & '75-'94

Sigmund Bartoszek US Marine Corps MGySgt 1952-1982

Claude Benedict (Deceased) US Navy LCDR 1961-1969

Paul Bennet US Marine Corps Captain Vietnam 1964-1968

Dennis Beville US Army 1st Lt Korea - Vietnam Era 1967-1970

William S. Borgiasz US Air Force 1971-1991

Jack Byrnes (Deceased) US Navy Radarman 3/C WWII - Atlantic Fleet 1945-1947

Matthew Cangemi US Navy Seabees

Vietnam & Guantanamo Bay

Cuba 1965-1967

Donald Castracani US Army 1965-1971

Vince Cera US Army Reserves Spec 4 1969-1975

Mike Chapman US Navy 1960-1964

Vinnie Cipriano US Navy Vietnam 1966-1968

Rob Colston US Navy Beirut, Lebanon 1981-1987

Sam F. Conge Jr. US Army Vietnam Era 1966-1968

Kent Goodger US Army SP4 Vietnam 1964-1966

Douglas Cyr US Navy 2nd Class CPO AT2 Beirut, Lebanon 1983-1984

Lenny DeRasmo US Army Airborne Vietnam 1967-1968

Bill Dirring US Air Force During Vietnam Era 1969-1989

Eugene A. Dolecki US Army During Vietnam Era 1958-1960

William Dunn US Marine Corps Infantry - Captain 1953-1959

Ryan Dunahue US Army Specialist OEF & OIF 2001-2005

Robert Eberly US Air Force Colonel Gulf War 1956-1991

Richard Famulare US Army Spec 5th Class During Vietnam Era 1966-1968

John Farah US Navy 1973-1979

Michael Farella US Navy DP3 Vietnam 1972-1975

Ed Fisher US Marine Corps Corporal 1957-1963

David W. Fontaine US Air Force Start of Vietnam War 1961-1965

Patrick J. George US Army Staff Sargent - E6 Vietnam Era 1970-1976

Warren D. Glasow US Army Corporal Korea 1948-1952

Michael Paul Gonzales US Army Reserves Major Desert Storm 1986-1991

Francis (Fritz) RIP Gregoire (Deceased) US Army Korea 1952-1954

Paul Gulbrandsen US Marine Corps LtCol 1990-2017

Tom Gwiazdowski US Army 1980-2002

Tom Harenchar US Army Vietnam 1969-1977

John Hebert US Navy E-4 1977-1981

John Hess US Army NG 1984-1990

James Insinga US Army Sgt Germany 1970-1972

William Jacques US Navy 1973-1975

Donald Johnson USMC Desert Storm 1980-1991

Lyle Johnson US Army 1961-1967

John Joly US Navy Infantry Vietnam 1968-1970

James Jurek US Army Spec 4 1966-1972

Lawrence L. Kee US Army LtCol Vietnam 1968 1963-1983

Michael Kelly US Army Res 1960-1966

Paul J. Kelly US Army Res 101 Sig. Bat. Vietnam Era 1970-1975

Kenneth Koehler US Army 1st Lt Vietnam 1968-1970

Bill Kopcsak US Army JAGC Captain Vietnam Era 1969-1973

Ron Kosey US Marine Corps LCPL Vietnam Era 1969-1971

Doug Kremski US Army Specialist 5 Pre Vietnam 1960-1963
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First Name Last Name Branch Rank Campaign (War) Years
James Lammens US Navy Res Vietnam Era 1972-1977

Pedro Lebron US Air Force Sargent Vietnam 1964-1968

Paul Lento US Navy Res 5 Years

Tom Ludwig US Army Korea 1963-1966

Richard Macklin Army NG 1959-2001

Christopher J. Mancini US Marine Corps Lance Corporal 2018-2020

George C Martin US Marine Corps MSgt Vietnam 1960-1980

James RIP Mazurek US Army 2nd Lt Korea / Vietnam 1964-1968

Vincent Mirance US Army Sergeant FC Vietnam 1967-1968

Joseph Mascari US Air Force Start of Vietnam 1961-1965

Dale McCall US Air Force 1961-1985

Robert McCann US Navy HM2, 2nd Class Chief 1975-1979

Jack McDonnell US Army Spec 5 1971-1976

Vincent Mirance US Army E7 Vietnam + 17 yrs. NY Army NG 1967-1968

Martin A Mueller US Air Force Medic - A2C 1960-1964

Charles O'Neill US Air Force Major 1986-1989

Gordie Ormerod US Navy LCDR 20 Years

Eddie Pawson US Army Sargent - Infantry Vietnam 1969-1971

Carl Perhac US Army Spec 4 1967-1969

George Perseghin US Air Force Staff Sargent Korea

Steve Platt US Marine Corps

Richard Pless US Army NG Spec 5 During Vietnam Era 1966-1974

Don Plourde US Army 1962-1964

Clemens Presogna US Army Granada, Gulf War, OEF, OIF 1982-2016

David Reichert US Army LtCol
Vietnam - 1967-68, Korea 1960-

61, Germany 1962-65, 1972-75 1959-1984

Bob Reilly US Navy LCDR 1975 -1991

Bill Rempe US Army Vietnam 1971-1977

Nathan Reneau US Navy E5
Enduring Freedom, Iraqi

Freedom, Second Gulf War 2010-2019

Thomas J. Repp US Army Vietnam 1968-1970

Dennis F. Richardson US Navy 4 Years

Fabian Robitaille US Army 1962-1993

Thomas E. Rokosz US Army NG Captain 1969-1983

Jeff Rolf US Army LtCol Gulf War, OEF, OIF 1979-2006

Dave Rondeau US Army SSG E6 During Vietnam Era 1967-1971

Fr. Shawn Roser US Air Force Res Airman 1stC OC 2002-2006

Paul Roy US Navy Chief Petty Officer 1975-1998

John Schaefer US Army LtCol 1974-1987

Larry Simmons (Deceased) US Air Force During Vietnam Era 1967-1971

Robert F. Soper US Army NG SP5 1971-1977

Edward Souza US Army 508 Mil. Pol. Batt. Munich, Germany 1956-1959

Vincent J. Spanicciati US Marine Corps Corporal Vietnam 1966-1969

Tryn Stimart US Navy LtCdr 1992-2002

Anton Swihura US Air Force LtCol Vietnam 1966-1986

Chris Treston US Navy Vietnam 1959-1962

Greg Unger US Navy Vietnam 1966-1970

John Weldon US Army 1st Lt Vietnam 1966-1969

Tom Werner US Air Force Captain During Vietnam Era 1965-1967

Charles Wollenweber Jr. US Army Res SP4 Medic Vietnam 1970-1975
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IMPORTANT MILITARY HOLIDAYS

COMING OBSERVANCES FOR 2025

Oct. 13, 2025 – Navy Birthday

Oct. 26, 2025 – National Day of the Deployed 

Nov. 10, 2025 – Marine Corps Birthday

Nov. 11, 2025 – Veterans Day – T Veterans Day 

(originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal holiday 

in the United States observed annually on November 

11, for honoring military veterans of the United States 

Armed Forces. It coincides with holidays in several 

countries, including Armistice Day and Remembrance 

Day, which also occur on the anniversary of the end of 

World War.

Dec. 7, 2025 – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day – The 

anniversary of the day Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii, signaling the United States’ entrance into 

World War II. Learn more about Pearl Harbor Day.

Dec. 13, 2025 – National Guard Birthday 

Dec. 20, 2025 – Space Force birthday

Dec. 20, 2025 – National Wreaths Across America Day
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We are very happy to report that we have 5 Sir Knights who have volunteered 

to be part of the Empath Health / Tidewell Hospice Honors Veterans Program. 

SK Joe Mascari will complete his training in October and SK Charlie 

Wollenweber in November. Sir Knights Jim Jurek, Bob Reilly, and John 

Hebert completed their onboarding process and training on Tuesday, 

September 16th and become certified Veterans Honors Program 

volunteers providing pinning ceremonies to our Veterans. I was honored to 

be asked by Tidewell Hospice to be present and pin our 3 Sir Knights on 

completion of their training. This could not have come at a better time to have 

5 SKs become volunteers. They will be shadowing me, Tom Ludwig, and Bill 

Rempe and together, we will be pinning at least 100 Veterans the 1st 2 weeks 

in November at various assisted living facilities in Sarasota and Bradenton!

Left –Right: SK Jim Jurek, SR John Hebert, SK Bob Reilly
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ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

& UPCOMING EVENTS

Oct-25      

2,9,16,23,30 Thursday 6:00PM OLA Day Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

9 Thursday 7:00PM OLA Annex 
Assembly Business 

Meeting  
Faithful Navigator - David 

16 Friday 11:00:00AM Perderia Brothers to Brothers Mike Chapman/John Joly 

23 Thursday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

31 Friday 8:00AM Port Charlotte 
Veteran Event - Douglas 

Jacobson  
John Joly 

Nov-25           

6,13,20 Thursday 5:45PM OLA Day Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

7 Saturday 10:00AM 
Sarasota National 

Cemetery 
Wreaths Across America Bob Hedsrom 

8 Saturday 1:00PM OLA Annex Flag Retirement Ceremony John Joly/Mark O’Brien 

9 Sunday 2-5PM LWR Main St Tribute to Heros Parade John Joly 

11 Monday Noon - 5PM 
Sarasota National 

Cemetery 
Veteran's Day Mass Faithful Navigator - David 

12 Tuesday 10:00AM The Sheridan LWR Veterans Celebration John Joly 

13 Thursday 6:00PM OLA Annex 
Assembly Business 

Meeting 
Faithful Navigator - David 

25 Tuesday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

Dec-25           

4,11,18 Thursday 5:45PM OLA Day Chapel Patriotic Rosary Sam Bastianelli 

11 Thursday 6:00PM OLA Annex 
Assembly Business 

Meeting 
Faithful Navigator - David 

23 Tuesday 7:00PM OLA PAC R124 Assembly O&D Meeting Faithful Navigator - David 

 

WED NOV 05 @ 10am Town Square University 
(off Univ. Pkwy. 8450 Lockwood Ridge Rd 
Unit 55, Sarasota, FL 34243)  

20 Veterans 

FRI NOV 07 @ 2pm Elan Assisted Living & Memory Care (7375 
Stone River Rd, Brad. 34203. Just West of 75 
on SR70) 

25 Veterans 

MON NOV 10 @ 2pm Aviata at Beneva (used to be Beneva Lakes) 
741 S Beneva Rd Sarasota, FL (next to Farm 
& Market) 

25 Veterans 
 

 

Honors Veteran Program Group Pinning Ceremonies as of 10-03-25 
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VAVS VETERANS PROGRAM EVENTS - 2025

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

LOCATION EVENT NOTES

Various

Tidewell Hospice Honors Veterans Program - Individual & Group

Pinnings Veteran Requirement

Port Charlotte 4 Veteran Events Per Year with Veteran Residents - Douglas Jacobson 

Veterans Nursing Home

Carpooling Available

Windsor Reflections LWR 4 Breakfasts with Veteran Residents Once Every 3 Months

The Summit at LWR Annual Veteran Residents Celebration Day Before or Day After Veterans Day

Sarasota National CemetaryVeteran's Day Mass November 11th Assisting with parking, participating with

Sarasota National Cemetery Wreaths Across America Placement & Removal of Wreaths on Grave

Tara Country Club Annual Patriotic Ball w/ Honoree February

Tara Country Club Annual Armed Forces Golf Tournament w/ Honoree May

Our Lady of the Angels Poppies Distribution

Distribute following Masses on or near

Memorial Day

Main Street - LWR Tribute to Heroes Parade On or near Memorial Day in May. Participate in

OLA Church Grounds Flag Retirement Ceremony Mid-year timeframe. Assist with burning

preparation, setup, cooking, etc.

NEW PROGRAMS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

LWR & Palmetto Dogs Inc Veterans Program

Dogs Inc., is our Honoree for our 2nd annual Armed Forces golf 

tournament in May of this year. They are building a new campus in 

Lakewood Ranch on LWR Boulevard between SR70 and SR64!

Groundbreaking has commenced and construction is underway. We

have a verbal agreement to partner with Dog’s Inc. at their new 

Lakewood Ranch location when completed. Check out their website at 

www.dogsinc.org

Volunteering for one of several Veteran 

services onsite in LWR commencing by year 

end 2025 when facility is completed.

Bradenton Turning Points

Turning Points was the Honoree for our 2025 Patriotic Ball. Check out 

their website at www.tpmanatee.org .

We plan to offer our volunteer assistance 

with one or more of their many services they 

provide to community Veterans.

Sarasota Operation Warrior Resolution

Operation Warrior Resolution is based in Sarasota and offer services 

to transform Veterans to health and wellness. SK John Coliton referral. 

Check out their website at www.operationwarriorresolution.org We will 

explore any opportunities where we might help.

Need to assess Volunteer opportunities. More 

to follow.

Bradenton Tunnel to Towers

Tunnel to Towers, our Honoree of last year’s Patriotic Ball, who are 

currently building the Bradenton Veterans Village including an 84-unit 

apartment complex and 38 comfort homes. Check out their website at 

www.T2T.org

We are hoping to play a role in helping 

Veterans in the moving process and settling 

into their new apartments or comfort homes.

Knights of Columbus San Damiano Assembly 3192

IMPORTANT VAVS EVENTS

NOTE: If you have not already done so, please send to John Joly 

jojoly@earthlink.net your choice of at least 2 events that you are committing 

to volunteer for. This is a 100% participation request to all Sir Knights in our 

Assembly!

http://www.dogsinc.org/
http://www.tpmanatee.org/
http://www.operationwarriorresolution.org/
http://www.T2T.org/
mailto:jojoly@earthlink.net
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Bereavement Chairman 
David M Lawson

Color Corp Commander 
Keith Mobley

Honor Guard 
Open Position

Flag Retirement
Mark O’Brien & John Joly

Membership/ 
Exemplifications 
John T Coliton III

Memorial Day Poppies 
Alfred A Connizzo

Newsletter 
John Joly

Patriotic Ball
Jerry Graceffo

Spiritual Advisor

Tidewell Hospice 
We Honor Veterans 
Program
John Joly

Tribute to Heroes Parade 
John Joly

VAVS
John Joly

Veterans Day Mass 
Unassigned

Veterans Flag Placement 
Unassigned

Wreaths Across America 
Bob Hedstrom
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The Patriotic Rosary meets every Thursday from 

5:45pm to 6:15pm in St Joseph’s Chapel including 

the 2nd Thursday prior to all Assembly Meetings.

The Patriotic Rosary prays for every branch of the 

government. There are quotes from founders such 

as George Washington, John Adams, and James 

Iredell. It is mixed with Patriotic Songs such as 

God Bless America, The Battle Hymn of the 

Republic and The Star-Spangled Banner.

So come join your fellow Knights and OLA 

Parishioners to pray the Patriotic Rosary!

Questions? Email SK Sam Bastianelli at 

sambastianelli@gmail.com or call (714) 469-7794

mailto:sambastianelli@gmail.com
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