“The weight of the Cross is burdensome for those who carry it, but not for those who embrace it.”
Santa Maria Venegas

APRIL 2023 INFIRMED BROTHERS

As we do in all our newsletters, we ask that you stop reading this letter at this point and take the time to say an

Our Father for those members listed below. Remember your brother Sir Knights as follows: Marty DeBattista, Ron
Sullivan, Jim Laud, John Ryczaj, Mike Mako, Frank Stachura, Frank Sumichrast, William Berrier, Dan Serafin, Eric
Olson, and John Bodnar. If you know of a brother who needs our prayers specifically when we pray for the infirmed,
please let us know. We also pray for them at all our meetings. We depend on the councils to let us know which of
their members are ailing.

We also pray for the health of our priests both in this newsletter and at every meeting. Our continuing relationships
with our priests involve not only our work together but also our spiritual relationship, friendship and our shared belief
in our Lord and our Holy Catholic Church and her teachings.

FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR COMMENTS

Brothers we find ourselves ending the fifth week in Lent and after following the Stations of the Cross,
during this sadist time of the Christian year, | find myself sorrowful after watching the news of the day
as a Christian for the turmoil of the world we are leaving for our future generations. As catholic
gentlemen, and Sir Knights, we have made a pledge of Patriotism, and to follow Christs, and the church
teachings. As Sir Knights of the SMVA 2712 we owe it to our diocese, parishes, and communities to
find ways to show this by our participation. | would like to see us start by asking our respective parish
priest for their recommendations and needs, both spiritually and physically by participation at corporate
communions, or Corpus Christi Ceremony’s and then what can we do to assist our catholic communities.
One recommendation would be to find a way for each of your respective councils to help with the
Fr.Blaney Share Foundation Village needs as will be presented at our next business meeting, or the
Women’s Care Center or The Gibault Campus is Schererville. There is always the opportunity to
participate in local community projects or parades. Yes, we need money to fulfil some of these
endeavors and keep our assembly in the black so let’s investigate ways to raise money. Maybe some of
the old Hoffman council members could couch us (some of our capable and new and younger members)
through a Pork Chop Dinner, I’m sure I can get a parish hall & the equipment to use.The Master, Ryan
Borden of the Indiana District has consented to a Northwest Indiana 4th degree Exemplification on June
24th in Laporte IN. It is the perfect opportunity to recruit as many members as we can before then.
Anyone that needs forms please see Mike or me. It’s also the perfect opportunity to participate in a live
Exemplification so consider showing your support for our new candidates. Our April SMVA business
Meeting is going to be at Marian Council3 3840.

SAINT JOHN PAUL I REFLECTS ON EASTER

“We do not pretend that life is all beauty. We are aware of darkness and sin, of poverty and pain. But we know Jesus
has conquered sin and passed through his own pain to the glory of the Resurrection. And we live in the light of his
Paschal Mystery — the mystery of his Death and Resurrection. “We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our

song!” \We are not looking for a shallow joy but rather a joy that comes from faith, that grows through unselfish love,
that respects the “fundamental duty of love of neighbor, without which it would be unbecoming to speak of Joy.” We
realize that joy is demanding; it demands unselfishness; it demands a readiness to say with Mary: “Be it done unto
me according to thy word.”




FATHER BLANEY’S SHARING MEADOWS

A 185-acre residential community located in LaPorte County, Indiana, Sharing Meadows consists of five villages.
Each village is comprised of three homes, with each home being inhabited by two other-abled adults and a full-time
steward. The Villagers (residents) have very full lives, adhering to daily work schedules that alternate their vocational
training between bird feeder and birdhouse construction, ceramics workshops, and computer labs. One of the most
visionary vocations the other-abled engage in is the planting of thousands of fruit-bearing trees and bushes. This
enterprise not only beautifies and improves the land, but it firmly solidifies our economic future by yielding salable
goods and food for the villagers — a mini-industry with the potential for significant long-term results. Father Dennis
Blaney started the SHARE foundation 20 years ago which operates the home.

Father Blaney and the villager residents at Sharing Meadows need YOUR HELP! Nativity of Our Savior Council
#9114 in Portage is coordinating a project to help the residents at Sharing Meadows.

Attached and below is a letter from the Council Chairman of this project, Mike Catania, and we are reaching out to
councils and Knights who can come out and help complete the painting and other needs in the work that is needed for
the houses/residences at Sharing Meadows. Those who can’t physically be there to help with the painting, donations
and financial help is also needed for the supplies of the project.

Members, Councils, Assemblies, and Businesses who can help with the financial support and the needed donations of
supplies — Please reach out to Mike Catania for information.

Information about Sharing Meadows can be found at https://sharefoundation.org/

IMPORTANT DUES NOTICE AGAIN

Our regular necessary monthly expenditures include stipend for a seminarian, printing of the newsletter, postage
for the newsletter, and Calling Post which comes to $135.74 per month. We try to economize by first posting the
dues in our newsletters that way we can save by not sending out a notice for every member but rather to only those
who haven’t paid after reading the newsletter. There is also postage for those who need their membership card but do
not come to any meeting to pick it up, thereby saving another $.60. Other expenses during the year are Masses for
members, % the cost of our Faithful Friar’s trip to the March for Life in D.C., certificates and folders for deceased Sir
Knights, the SMVA Family picnic, dinner and expenses for State Master for the Officer’s Installation Dinner,
donations to various charities and many other items.

As you can see, the debt that we have far exceeds the $15.00 we charged for operations. We have, in the past, had
fund raisers during the year such as selling hot dogs in front of a supermarket and conducting “Soup and Salad”
dinners. We had to stop that because much like the Councils, not enough members participated in working these
events. We still want to ask for an extra contribution to the Bishop’s Burse which we give for the support of our
seminarians. The increase in dues is long overdue and we regretfully ask for your cooperation.

The new dues are, $30.00 for operations and $10.00 for your memorial fund for
a total of $40.00. Make check to SMVA #2712, memo “dues” and bring to the next
meeting or mail to Comptroller, 3993 Willowood Court, Crown Point, 46307.

HONOR GUARD DATES
Keep these dates in mind:

April 16, 2023, 8:00 am Doody Council 9696 Corporate Communion, St Edward Church, Lowell muster at 7:30 am.

May 7, 2023, 2:00 pm Diocesan Infant & Pregnancy Loss Memorial mass, St James in Highland, muster at 1:30 pm.

May 28, 2023, 2pm - Adult Confirmation - Holy Angels Cathedral

June 3,2023,10:30am Priestly Ordination. Robert Ross. Transitional Diaconate, Steven Caraher, Zachary Glick, Holy
Angels

June 4,2023, 11am, Wedding Anniversary Mass - Holy Angels.

June 11, 2023, Eucharistic Procession St. Edwards Church, Lowell. (Time To Be Determined)
September 4, 2023, Indiana’s oldest running Labor Day Parade, Lowell. (Time TBD)

APRIL MEETING

Our brothers from Council 3840 are hosting the next meeting on April 10" at Marian Council
Hall, Rte. 41 in Cedar Lake. The evening begins at 6:00 PM.



https://sharefoundation.org/

