“The weight of the Cross is burdensome for those who carry it, but not for those who embrace it.”

Santa Maria Venegas
MARCH 2023

INFIRMED BROTHERS

As we do in all our newsletters, we ask that you stop reading this letter at this point and take the
time to say an Our Father for those members listed below. Remember your brother Sir Knights as
follows: Marty DeBattista, Ron Sullivan, Jim Laud, John Ryczaj, Mike Mako, Frank Stachura, Frank
Sumichrast, William Berrier, Dan Serafin, Larry Caldwell, Eric Olson, John Zolondz and John
Bodnar. If you know of a brother who needs our prayers specifically when we pray for the infirmed,
please let us know. We also pray for them at all our meetings. We depend on the councils to let us
know which of their members are ailing.

We also pray for the health of our priests both in this newsletter and at every meeting. Our
continuing relationships with our priests involve not only our work together but also our spiritual
relationship, friendship and our shared belief in our Lord and our Holy Catholic Church and her
teachings.

LENT AND 40 DAYS FOR LIFE

40 Days for Life mirrors our Lenten season in that they both look to us to pray and fast. The
difference is that for our Lent we also are repenting and spiritually preparing for the Passion of Christ
and His resurrection. Our self-denial, spiritual reflection, preparedness and daily devotional all lead
us to God. Lent culminates on Holy Saturday with the start of the Easter Vigil. Lent is a period of
great grief which ends with the celebration of Easter and culminates at that time. 40 Days for Life’s
purpose is to end abortion by having Vigils, praying and fasting much like Lent but is dedicated for
the end to abortion and the safety of Mothers. In both cases the 40 day time period is the perfect time
to reflect on what Christ has done for us and what we can do by praying and fasting which is a very
small thing compared to that which was done for us by Him.

Catholics do make some sacrifices during this time but very few participate in the 40 Days Vigil.
We have an abortuary right here in our Diocese where they murder children and do harm to Mothers.
We ask that all choose a time that they can be at planned parenthood, 8645 Connecticut stand with
others or alone and pray for the “American Holocaust.” Come anytime that you are able and if
possible phone Lake County Right to Life and let them know that you will be there.

You can also participate in the LCRTL Jericho March. At this event, Catholics and Protestants
join together and march around that horrible place 7 times looking to cease all abortions. The time of
this year’s Jericho will be forthcoming. They are also planning a Stations of the Cross on Good
Friday.

IMPORTANT DUES NOTICE

The dues for your Assembly have not changed in the past 21 years. For years the officers thought
that by keeping the dues very low we could help our members financially. The dues have been
$15.00 for the operation of the organization and $10.00 to be paid into the members Memorial Fund
for a yearly total of $25.00.




Our regular necessary monthly expenditures include stipend for a seminarian, printing of the
newsletter, postage for the newsletter, and Calling Post comes to $150.00 per month. We try to
economize by first posting the dues in our newsletters that way we can save by not sending out a
notice for every member but rather to only those who haven’t paid after reading the newsletter. There
Is also postage for those who need their membership card but do not come to any meeting to pick it
up, thereby saving another $.60. Other expenses during the year are Masses for members, % the cost
of our Faithful Friar’s trip to the March for Life in D.C., certificates and folders for deceased Sir
Knights, the picnic, dinner and expenses for State Master for the Officer’s Installation Dinner,
donations to various charities and many other items.

As you can see, the debt that we have far exceeds the $15.00 we charge for operations. We have,
in the past, had fund raisers during the year such as selling hot dogs in front of a supermarket and
conducting “Soup and Salad” dinners. We had to stop that because much like the Councils, not
enough members participated in working these events. We still want to ask for a contribution to the
Bishop’s Burse which we give for the support of our seminarians. The increase in dues is long
overdue and we regretfully ask for your cooperation.

The new dues are, $30.00 for operations and $10.00 for your memorial fund for
a total of $40.00. Make check to SMVA #2712, memo “dues” and bring to the next

meeting or mail to Comptroller, 3993 Willowood Court, Crown Point, 46307.
FLAG FLYING DAY

As all of you are aware, there are 25 days a year outlined by the Federal Flag Code or enacted by
Federal legislation that we are asked to fly our colors. One of those days will be March 29" which is
designated as National Vietnam War Veterans Day. Flying your flag commemorates the sacrifices
that were made by those who served in a war zone. All war veterans bring home not only the
memories of the loss of their brothers but also continue to suffer by carrying many haunting
memories for their entire lives, reliving every single one of those horrible days. Some of us have
lifelong blood disorders, others have lost limbs, others suffer from PTSD, others become alcohol are
drug dependent and some become homeless. THEY have sacrificed so that we all may live the good
life of safety and freedom every day of OUR lives. Remember that all you have been given was
given to you by GOD and protected by the war veterans and the pains that they have endured!
Respect and honor those who were less fortunate than you and have GIVEN so that you may HAVE.
Fly your FLAG!

| am asking all of my brother Vietnam Veterans to contact me so that we may share something
special together on March 29", (velasco, 219-663-0509.)

KNIGHTING CEREMONY

There was a VERY special evening at our February Valentines Dinner meeting. Along with
celebrating the holiday our Faithful Navigator Gerry Glatt performed a very important ceremony. He
knighted 4 new members into our assembly. We need to grow and we just accepted our newest
members of the young 2023 year. Joseph Pollaro, William Brissette, Michael Halcarz all from
Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 7473 and Alejandro Navarro from St Clement Council of Lake Station
have joined our ranks. Another member from Seton Council, Dave Bailey was exemplified in
January but due to a health problem, was unable to be Knighted. As his health improves he too will
go through the Knighting ceremony. A great meal was prepared by our Rich and Jacquie Rajski and
the evening was a big success!

MARCH MEETING

Our brothers from Council 7473 are hosting the next meeting on March 13" at Holy Spirit
Church hall. The evening begins at 6:00 PM.




