“The weight of the Cross is burdensome for those who carry it, but not for those who embrace it.”

Santa Maria Venegas
FEBRUARY 2023

INFIRMED BROTHERS

As we do in all our newsletters, we ask that you stop reading this letter at this point and take the
time to say an Our Father for those members listed below. Remember your brother Sir Knights as
follows: Marty DeBattista, Ron Sullivan, Jim Laud, John Ryczaj, Mike Mako, Frank Sumichrast,
William Berrier, Dan Serafin, Gary Justak, Larry Caldwell, Eric Olson, John Zolondz and John
Bodnar.

If you know of a brother who needs our prayers specifically when we pray for the infirmed, please
let us know. We also pray for them at all our meetings and get reports of their physical condition
from other Sir Knights. We won’t know who is ill or hospitalized.

We also pray for the health of our priests both in this newsletter and at every meeting. Our
continuing relationships with our priests involve not only our work together but also our spiritual
relationship, friendship and our shared belief in our Lord and our Holy Catholic Church and her
teachings.

WE HAVE LOST YET ANOTHER BROTHER SIR KNIGHT

Our good friend and colleague Raul Ivan Torres died on January 7" and has become our first loss
of 2023. Raul was a member of Santa Maria Venegas Assembly for over 12 years. He regularly
attended meetings and was for many years a loyal member of the Honor Guard wearing his Regalia
and representing the Assembly proudly. Raul was in charge of sending the get-well cards to our
brothers who were off sick and did so until he himself had a physical problem and had to pass on his
job. Born in Puerto Rico, he moved to Gary’s Tolleston neighborhood and graduated in 1962. He
joined the Air Force and later worked at LTV Steel. A member of Saint Clement Council he attended
Saint Francis Xavier Church in Lake Station. An 11:00 A.M. funeral mass was conducted at his
church on Saturday January 21%. Sr Knights attending were James Aldridge, John Alessia, Macario
Fuentes, F.N. Gerry Glatt, PFN Frank Gorski, George Lutgen Sr., FS Bill Oliver, Dave Slauson, and
Grand Knight Noe Vera Duran. Thanks to those Sir Knights who took the time to honor their
Brother.

IMPORTANT DUES NOTICE

The dues for your Assembly have not changed in the past 21 years. For years the officers thought
that by keeping the dues very low we could help our members financially. The Sir Knights must also
be members of a council and by keeping SMVA dues low, it would relieve the burden of paying two
organizations. The dues have been $15.00 for the operation of the organization and $10.00 to be paid
into the members Memorial Fund for a yearly total of $25.00.

Our regular necessary monthly expenditures include stipend for a seminarian, printing of the
newsletter, postage for the newsletter, and Calling Post comes to $150.00 per month. We try to
economize by first posting the dues in our newsletters that way we can save by not sending out a
notice for every member but rather to only those who haven’t paid after reading the newsletter. There




Is also postage for those who need their membership card but do not come to any meeting to pick it
up, thereby saving another $.60. Other expenses during the year are Masses for members, %2 the cost
of our Faithful Friar’s trip to the March for Life in D.C., certificates and folders for deceased Sir
Knights, the picnic, dinner and expenses for State Master for the Officer’s Installation Dinner,
donations to various charities and many other items.

As you can see, the debt that we have far exceeds the $15.00 we charge for operations. We have,
in the past, had fund raisers during the year such as selling hot dogs in front of a supermarket and
conducting “Soup and Salad” dinners. We had to stop that because much like the Councils, not
enough members participated in working these events. We still want to ask for a contribution to the
Bishop’s Burse which we give for the support of our seminarians. The increase in dues is long
overdue and we regretfully ask for your cooperation.

The new dues are, $30.00 for operations and $10.00 for your memorial fund for
a total of $40.00. Make check to SMVA #2712, memo “dues” and bring to the next
meeting or mail to Comptroller, 3993 Willowood Court, Crown Point, 46307.

FEBRUARY IS VALENTINE DINNER AND MEETING

Our Sir Knight caterer Rich Rajski and his wife Jacquie are traveling out of country to celebrate
their 40" anniversary. They will be gone all next week and will return on the 12". We told Rich that
we could skip the February dinner because it would not be fair to ask them to cater our affair. Well,
Rich being the kind of person he is said that they will put on the dinner for us. He believes it is his
duty and his loyalty to the Assembly is unmatched. So the sacrifice that he is making should be
rewarded by a good turnout for this event. The cost will still be $15.00 per person and it will begin
with cocktails at 6 pm and dinner at 6:30.

There is a slight change, however. Reservations MUST be phoned in on or before Friday the 10™,
no excuses! We will try to help Rich and Jacquie by getting ready on our own before hand as much
as we are able (Which probably isn’t much!)

PHONE 219-663-0509, leave a message if there is no answer. As a courtesy, call as soon as
possible. If you don’t phone, you don’t eat, no, “gee, I forgot to call.” That is our rule not
Rich’s, he’s too nice, he has always taken care of everyone!

FOR THE 14™ CONSECUTIVE YEAR HE HAS LED US IN PRAYER

Our Faithful Friar Reverend Stephen Loncar has gone with us on our annual bus pilgrimage to the
National March for Life in Washington D.C. for every trip that we have taken since it began 14 years
ago! We are never without our “Spiritual Captain” who leads us in prayer, in reciting our Rosary and
having Masses while at our hotel. His constant positive and loving spirit is what makes these trips so
meaningful and enjoyable. Go with us next year, you’ll experience a “life-changing” event!

-

Masgce_s at the hotel.




