“The weight of the Cross is burdensome for those who carry it, but not for those who embrace it.”

Santa Maria Venegas
JANUARY 2023

INFIRMED BROTHERS

As we do in all our newsletters, we ask that you stop reading this letter at this point and
take the time to say an Our Father for those members listed below. Remember your brother Sir
Knights as follows: Marty DeBattista, Ron Sullivan, Jim Laud, John Ryczaj, Mike Mako, Raul
Torres, Frank Sumichrast, William Berrier, Dan Serafin, Gary Justak, Larry Caldwell, Eric
Olson, John Zolondz and John Bodnar.

If you know of a brother who needs our prayers specifically when we pray for the infirmed,
please let us know. We also pray for them at all our meetings and get reports of their physical
condition from other Sir Knights. We won’t know who is ill or hospitalized.

We also pray for the health of our priests both in this newsletter and at every meeting. Our
continuing relationships with our priests involve not only our work together but also our
spiritual relationship, friendship and our shared belief in our Lord and our Holy Catholic
Church and her teachings.

Our prayers are also needed for our brother Sir Knights who have died this past year.
Anthony “Tony Bill” Jonelis in November of 2021, Rich Brown, Tom McMahon, Robert
Cervantes, Dennis Conley, Joseph Tokach and Reverend Frank Torres. These Brothers have
served our Assembly over the years in in many capacities including the wearing Regalia to
being excellent recruiters for membership into SMVA. All of these brothers answered the call
when asked and so many times. We knew all of them and served alongside them.

2022

As we look back to 2022, we can see that our Assembly has done much to represent our
namesake in its activities. There is still the pall over the Knights of Columbus and our Nation
that still affects us since the Coved Virus caused a near panic. It is clear to all of us that many
people are still leery about group activities and being out in public. If we are to succeed in
continuing all the work that our Lord needs us to perform, we must act like we did before the
pandemic. Our duties to God and His church involve support of our Priests, as well as our
seminarians, evangelizing, Pro-Life actions, support of those in need and be pro-active in all
aspects of what our Catholic Faith has taught us. We must put aside our fears, and as Saint John
Paul Il referred to us as the right arm of the Catholic Church to help our Clergy in strengthening
our beliefs.

We have photos of some of last year’s activities, but they are well below the number that this
Assembly has performed in years past. We have been increasing our new membership and we
should be able to man all our projects.



Father Steve leads Prayer Vigil Father Holy conducts Stations of the Cross at planned

for Life at planned parenthood. parenthood, Merrillville

SMVA Members at the Pearl Harbor Memorial. Empty Manger caroling at planned parenthood.

Be at our next meeting on January 9. We have some very important financial news that
requires the attention of the members. St Bridget in Hobart, 6 pm, some eats to be followed by
the meeting.



