OUR MEETINGS

Our Assembly meets on
the 3™ Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church -
Richardson, TX starting at
7:30 PM. Dinner served
7:00 PM.

Months with social
events have no business
meeting.

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS

Council # 6402

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church

Council # 8954

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

Council #9337
Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church

Council # 10646
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

Council # 12300

St. Anthony's Catholic
Church

Council # 16546
Mother of Perpetual
Help Catholic Parish
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FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S REPORT

Holiday season is here. We just passed Thanksgiv-
ing and waiting for Christmas to celebrate the birth
of our Savior. This is the time to thank God for all
the blessings we received and share our happiness
with others.

Then comes the New Year with lots of hope and “\\\
dreams. Our Assembly is just getting out of the Faithful Navigator
shadow of COVID. | am so sorry for not spending  SK Joseph Olickan
the necessary time needed for the Assembly due \

to personal reasons. ) XL ¢
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Thanks to everyone, especially Brother Rick, for step-
ping in and keeping the momentum going. | wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New year.

SK Joseph Olickan, Sr.— Faithful Navigator
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: by SK Deacon Randy Wilson
b £
L1

God’s Intervention

In the November addition of the “Columbia”, Cardinal Timothy Dolan
addressed the college Knights gathered in the basement of St.
Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn. The theme of the weekend was
Milites Christi or soldiers of Christ.

| would encourage you to read it, Cardinal Dolan gives five lessons
that we can learn from his “military analogy.”

He speaks of togetherness, convictions, rituals, loyalty, and how soldiers sometimes
have enemies. This is a very insightful article about our ministry as Knights and how we
do make a difference.

| am writing this reflection on the eve of Thanksgiving, on the eve of Advent, the end of
one liturgical year and the beginning of another. As | am writing this | am thinking of
the past liturgical year, it began with Advent, through Christmas, Easter, and the other
seasons. | remembered moments of joy and moments of sorrow. As | reflected on the
year, | also found God’s intervention.

There were times when | did not recognize His presence; | know He was there but per-
haps | was not listening, maybe | was overwhelmed by what was happening in those
moments, maybe | was being complacent - not paying attention. Whatever the reason,
| know He was with me by all the “Wow” moments | had experienced.

Now the questions is, what is a “Wow” moment, for me it is when something occurs
that | did not expect, something that was a surprise: something inspirational/moving.
Recognizing my “Wow” moments helps me to reflect and appreciate God’s presence in
my life.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY www.mtassembly2506.org
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 2)

We all have them, they can be joyful and exuberant, they can be very humbling, or
somewhere in between. For me, the most humbling are the most rewarding. Here are
a couple of examples.

| am a part time Chaplain at a local hospital (I only serve one day a week), | visit people
of all faith traditions. Sometimes | have a very humbling experience and thank God that
| could offer some comfort, some conversation, some prayer or perhaps just some qui-
et time with the patient. A very humbling “Wow” moment as | feel God’s presence, |
feel His guidance.

Another moment | had this past year is when | had a laser treatment done on my eyes,
this was a year or so after cataract surgery, | didn’t know that was an additional step
but “Wow” it really improved my sight. | felt God’s presence and thanked Him for guid-
ing my doctor.

We all have these experiences, we may not call them our “Wow” moments, but they
exist. Sometimes we don’t recognize God’s intervention, but when we look back, we
find Him there. | have “Wow” moments in many parts of my life but sometimes have to
stop and look for them; they are always there.

We know our God is with us, in joyous times, in the midst of our struggles, always guid-
ing us, giving us those “Wow” moments we experience in our lives. It is important for
us to recognize and appreciate His intervention in our lives.

God Bless,

Deacon Randy—Faithful Friar
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT

St Paul the Apostle

Originally named Saul of Tarsus, St Paul made significant influence on
the Church and Christian faith. His immense contributions stem from
his writings and missionary journeys which greatly influenced his ideas
and interpretation on the development of Christianity.

After Jesus, St. Paul was arguably the most significant figure in Faithful Captain
Christianity as his teachings form a significant part of the New Tes- Sk Felix Ogbeide
tament. Like many other Pharisees at the time, Paul sought to sup-
press the early Christian movement. "He accused the early Christian of
blasphemy against God and breaking the mosaic law" (Acts 9;1).

However, he had a life changing experience as stated thus " Now as he went his way,
he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. And
falling to the ground he heard a voice saying “"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?" And he said, "who are you, Lord?" And he answered, "'l am Jesus whom you are
persecuting" (Acts 9:3-6).

Saul arose from the ground, with his eyes opened, but saw nothing. So they led him
by hand and brought him into Damascus and for three days he was without sight, and
neither ate nor drank.

After Saul gave his life to Jesus, he spent the remainder of his life as a missionary for
the early church as he embarked on several journeys for the spread of the gospel of
Christ (Act 13;14,15;36). Another significant contribution of St. Paul to the church was

his writings, as he is credited for 13 books in the New Testament.

SK Felix Ogbeide—Faithful Captain
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT (continued from pg 4]

St. Paul went further by giving hope to the early church telling them "The dead would
be saved in Christ when he returns"( 1 Thessalonian 4:16). Lastly, he instructs the
church and new converts to "live out their faith in their everyday life"(2 Corinthians
5;7).

In conclusion, St. Paul of Tarsus left a great spiritual legacy for the church than the sim-
ple known fact of his life, he also lived a life, where he was referred to as the apostle
with the most distinctive and influential teachings in the history of Christianity.

ADMIRAL'S TABLE

Sir Knights, | borrowed the following, but it is very fitting for this
time of year: Sometimes it can be tough to be thankful for the
little things, especially in hard times. But here’s the funny thing
about thankfulness. Once we begin counting our blessings, we
often discover that we have a gracious plenty after all. It’s simply

the change in perspective from dwelling on what we lack to focus-
ing on what we have.

Thankfulness is a concept that appears often in the Bible too. The faithful are called
to give thanks to God for everything and not only to be thankful but to rejoice: “Let
us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with
songs of praise!” (Psalm 95:2). And much like counting our blessings can uplift us,
reading or reciting Bible verses about thankfulness to God has a way of filling us with
hope.

SK Rick Guzman, PFN — Faithful Admiral
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FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT

Happy new year! As our liturgical year begins anew with Advent, may
the simple peace of the child Jesus warm your heart and bring you
close to our Lord as he asks us to believe as children, devoted and un-
guestioning in our faith. May you and your family be blessed this holy
Christmas. Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori. If you knew this was your last
Christmas, would you change your behavior or plans? Prepare the way
of the Lord, shine the love of Christ to all your loved ones and everyone
you meet. That is the best gift you can give.

SK Bryan Finley,— Faithful Pilot

FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER’S REPORT

Tempest Fugit - Memento Mori! Remember these words from our first
degree. We are not getting any younger individually, but we can keep
our order strong by pushing new membership throughout the year.
Remember that council growth is paramount for each member council
in order to have a sufficient number of Knights eligible to be exempli-
fied to the fourth degree. Fourth degree nomination is immediately
possible for almost all of our brothers in our councils with the updat-
ed exemplification formats. Especially in the Christmas season - with
Christ as our guide - we can gather so many more brothers to our order as a whole unit and
then to the fourth degree.

As an additional note, please join me in recognizing SK Royce G. Cheek as an Honorary Life
Member of the Fourth Degree, reaching the qualifications of 25 years in good standing with
dues paid for life membership beginning this year. To all other brothers - please contact me if
you have not recently received your first notice of dues for 2023. My contact information is
available on the website or you can email me at my newly added email ad-

dress, mtacomptroller@gmail.com. Vivat Jesus!

SK Robert Finley — Faithful Comptroller
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COLOR CORPS REPORT

In November, St. Paul Catholic School in Richardson had their 23rd
annual Veterans Day Parade in which 13 members of the area As-
sembly Color Corps attended. From the parish center to the school,
the parade led off with a Richardson Police Department patrol car,
followed immediately by members of the Third District Color Corps.
Following that was the Fire Department, the Bishop Lynch High
School Marching Band and the Richardson High School Army
JROTC. Then there were vintage and antique cars, carrying many
veterans and local dignitaries. The parade route was lined with students and teachers of the
St. Paul Catholic School. Cheering and flag waving was the order of the day. Upon reaching
the school, the Color Corps presented the Colors, and the Pledge of Allegiance was said,
with swords raised in honor of the flag.

The Color Corps then marched to create an Honor Guard aisle to allow the students,
teachers and veterans to enter the school for extended ceremonies. When all were in
the school gym, the Color Corps brought in the Colors and the National Anthem was
sung. The Color Corps then retired to allow the ceremonies to continue with speeches
and presentations from the honorable guest and hosts.

| can say that after many years of participating in this event, it is most inspiring to see
the enthusiasm of the students and the pride of the veterans that attend to be honored
for their service and sacrifice.

Also, in November we had one CC member attend the Corporate Communion at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton parish.

We had two other requests that were unsupported and we wish we had more members to
participate in the many events. Maybe you have thought that you should become a Color
Corps member. If you have, talk to me, and see if we can help you become a member of the
most visible arm of the Knights of Columbus. Viva Christo Rey.

SK Bob Fries, PFN — Color Corps Commander
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AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING
Our next meeting will be on January 15th.

EVENTS

Christmas Social

Vitto’s Pizza & Grill at 2210 W Buckingham Rd, Garland
Date: Dec 10th, 2022 Time: 7pm

All are invited to attend 5pm Mass at St. Joseph’s in Richardson
and afterwards to meet at Vitto’s around 6:30. Feel free to in-

vite 3rd Degree Knights and their Spouses.
Contact Faithful Admiral if you plan to attend.

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE If you have something going on in your
council or parish, it can be listed there as well.

As always, if you want to add something or see an error, let the
webmaster SK Ricky Brown know at WebMTA2506@gmail.com
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

25

Daniel R. Henke
Thomas G. Ives
Romolo Quintanilla
Joel J. Lanoux
James A. Williams
Carl J. Kunhardt
David T. Shiver
Wesley E Hollis
Billy R. Williams
David Garcia Jr
Eliseo H Gomez
Brian M. Roeten
Adrian Rodriguez
Jack M. Hopkins Il
Scott Kotria

Gary L. Kruse

Jeff Potter

John Carl Scarna
Patrick O. Chiazor
Jebam A. Pathinathan
Martin R. Garcia
Trieu Leo

THE PATRIOT NEWSLETTER —IT’S FOR YOU!

Brown at ricky371@gmail.com.

Contributions are due by the 25th of the month.

If you would like to contribute to this Newsletter, whether it be a story, photo, or a spe-
cial event taking place at a local parish, please contact Newsletter Editor SK Ricky
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PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: By SK Bryan Finley - Faithful Pilot

Charles Carroll, (1737-1832), was an American revolutionary patriot
leader. He attended Jesuit colleges in Maryland and France and stud-
ied law in France and England. Before and during the American Revo-
lution, he served on committees of correspondence and in the Conti-
nental Congress (1776—78), where he was an important member of
the Board of War. In 1776, with Benjamin Franklin and others, he was
sent to Canada in a fruitless effort to persuade Canadians to join the
cause of the 13 colonies.

Carroll served as a state senator in Maryland (1777-1800) and a U.S. senator (1789—-
1792). When political parties were formed, Carroll became a Federalist. After leaving
the state senate, he participated in the forming of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company.

Living to the age of 95, he was the longest- surviving signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

He was the only Roman Catholic to sign our Declaration of Independence.
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SAINT OF THE MONTH: By SK Ricky Brown

. . . . . VERDADERO RET RATODEL 1 ER VSIS OATTRI
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin was born in Mexico in 1474. Everyday,

he rose before dawn and walked 15 miles to Mass in what is today
Mexico City. On December 9, 1531, the Virgin Mary appeared to
Juan as he passed Tepeyac Hill. She said that she wanted a church
to be built on that site. She told Juan to go and talk to the bishop.

The bishop listened to Juan, but was skeptical. He asked Juan to
bring some kind of proof that he had really talked with the Virgin
Mary.

Juan was a simple man—a weaver and laborer. Before he could return to the Lady, he
found out that his uncle was dying. Juan rushed to find a priest. On his way, the Virgin
Mary met him on the path. She told Juan that his uncle had been cured. Then she
asked Juan to go to the top of the hill where they first met. On the snow-covered hill,
Juan found beautiful roses, a kind that did not grow in Mexico, growing in the frozen
ground. Juan filed his cloak with the flowers and ran to see the bishop.

Juan told the bishop what had happened and opened his cloak. The flowers fell to the
floor. To their amazement, an image of the Lady was imprinted on Juan’s open cloak.
Soon after, the bishop had a church built on the site where the Virgin Mary had first
appeared to Juan.

Juan Diego died in 1548 and was canonized in 2002. Pope John Paul Il traveled to Mex-
ico City, to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, to preside at the ceremony. He
prayed, “Blessed Juan Diego, a good, Christian Indian, whom simple people have al-
ways considered a saint! We ask you to accompany the Church on her pilgrimage in
Mexico, so that she may be more evangelizing and more missionary each day.”

http://saintsresource.com/juan-diego
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