OUR MEETINGS

7:00 PM.

Our Assembly meets on
the 3™ Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church -
Richardson, TX starting at
7:30 PM. Dinner served

December will have a
Christmas Social instead
of a business meeting.

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS

Council # 6402

Church

Council # 8954
St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

Council #9337
Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church

Council # 10646
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

Council # 12300
St. Anthony's Catholic
Church

Council # 16546
Mother of Perpetual
Help Catholic Parish

Good Shepherd Catholic
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LIVING A PURPOSEFUL LIFE
By Faithful Navigator, S.K. Felix Ogbeide

Life is a journey. We are all traveling inevitably to-
wards the end of our lives.

Everyone's life is driven by something: guilt, wary or
fear, insecurity, anger, resentment, their past,
possession, parents, money, etc.

a
Faithful Navigator
SK Felix Ogbeide

God wants us to be purpose driven people, driven
by His plan for our lives. That's where meaning and
significance come.

Before God even planned the world, He planned us, when He
planned us, He planned us for a purpose, even before we were
born.

When we fulfil our life’s purpose, it brings honor to God and it
brings satisfaction to ourselves.

The scripture says, in John 17:4, “I have brought you glory on Earth
by completing the work you gave me to do.” As believers who
want to bring glory to God, we should live our lives at one of the
three basic levels: survival, success and significance. The survival
level is the lowest of all the basic levels. The success level focuses
on paying off mortgage or establishing a comfortable lifestyle, yet
this level is not satisfying. The last level, which is the significance
level , is when you know you are on this Earth for a purpose. It is
when our lives matter. It is when we know that there is... (to p. 2)
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LIVING A PURPOSEFUL LIFE (continued from page 1)

a meaning behind what is going on in our life.

If we have no purpose in life, none of this stuff matters. The button line is, the world
and its desire will pass away.

We were put on this earth to make contributions, and make it a better place.
1 Peter 4:10 says " As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God".

A purpose-driven life reduces frustration. It gives us a sense of purpose in making daily
decisions. This purpose-driven life prepares us for external adulthood, as God will ask
each of us two important questions:

« What have we done for His Son, Jesus Christ?

« What have we done with the talents that He has given us in our life’s opportunity
and time?

Sir Knights, let's run our race - with a balanced life, and let’s pace our life and renew
ourselves daily.

GOD BLESS US ALL!

S.K. Felix Ogbeide
Faithful Navigator
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S LOG

The following is from an excellent article on patriotism in the Cath-
olic Herald by C. C. Pecknold in 2019:

A patria — or the land of one’s father — requires a certain kind of
reverence which is personal but extends beyond the family. The
reverence we give to our country “includes homage to all our fel-
low-citizens and to all the friends of our country,” St Thomas
writes. This is not the same kind of excellence as God, obviously,
nor does it bring us the kind of personal and existential benefits
our parents gave to us. Yet one’s own country is something between the common
good of the family, and the highest good of friendship with God. Our country is thus, or
should be, an object of love situated in the middle of things, an excellent good which
brings us benefits, and that we share in common with other human beings. Each of
these debts — to God, to family, and to country — are very good debts indeed, and the
good can never be in competition with each other. St Thomas concludes: “Manis a
debtor chiefly to his parents and his country, after God. Wherefore just as it belongs to
religion to give worship to God, so it belongs to piety, in the second place, to show rev-
erence to one’s parents and one’s country.”

This article was also run in the August edition of The Patriot newsletter.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Nicholas Coletti 16  George Ledbetter 21  Michael White
2 Tom Stelmar, PFN 17 Ikechukwu Chiazor 23 Ken Ducote
3 Raymond Dunaway 17 Frank Lopez 23 Dcn Randy Wilson
3 Adriel Palma 19 Eugene Iwuamanam 26 Fernando Juarez
4 Joe Barbosa 21  Robert Proscal 28  Marco Ramirez
13 August Eberhardt 21  Thomas Rowe
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BUT WHO DO YOU SAY THAT | AM?

by SK Dcn Randy Wilson

Jesus is traveling with His disciples and on the way he asked, “Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?” He got a variety of answers
including one of the prophets, specifically the prophet Elijah and
John the Baptist. But then He turned and said, “But who do you say
that | am?”

He knew what the crowds were saying but wanted to know what the disciples believed.
This was a fundamental question to the disciples and is also a fundamental question for
us today. Who do we say He is? By answering this question; are we answering a ques-
tion of who we are as His disciples?

St. Augustine wrote: “Late have | loved you, O beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have
| loved you! You were within me, but | was outside, and it was there that | searched for

you. In my unloveliness | plunged into the lovely things you created; you were with me,
but | was not with you.”

St. Augustine was searching for love and God, eventually he found them in the most
unexpected of all places, inside of himself — with him. Love and God had been inside of
him all along, but he had not been inside of himself.

We too are searching; searching for answers to “Who do you say that | am.” Perhaps,
like St. Augustine and the disciples, our search is overshadowed by “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is;” we need to look deeper within ourselves.

(cont. on next 2 pages)
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BUT WHO DO YOU SAY THAT | AM? (cont.)

We enter into God’s presence by entering into places of prayer, into sacred places, hav-
ing liturgical experiences; we have many opportunities for this in the Church. But some-
times finding His presence is a little more subtle.

One of the challenges of living a spiritual life is living in the present, looking at what the
present really means. We have moments when there are wonderful things occurring
around us, it is good and we want it to be just as it is; there are also times that are filled
with painful experiences. We must be in touch with both realizing we are truly in God’s
presence; believing that His Spirit is in our lives, comforting us; providing hope and
guidance.

The way we live our lives, our morality, comes from our faith. But we are still human
with all our frailties; we need help from God to acknowledge His presence in our lives.

We are given the gift of the Eucharist as the food needed for our journey and the gift of
the sacrament of reconciliation, where we bring our humanity before the Lord who pro-
vides us with forgiveness and strength to help overcome our sinfulness.

It is important to remember that the Church is not a collection of the sinless and it was
not meant to be.

Peter, the rock of the Church, betrayed Jesus by denying him three times at the charcoal
fire in the courtyard. Judas betrayed Jesus by going before the Pharisees to conspire
with them to capture Jesus; does Peter’s betrayal differ from that of Judas?

Our first thought may be that Peter repented and Judas did not, that would not be cor-
rect as in Matthew’s gospel it is clear that Judas also repented. The real difference be-
tween them is that when Judas saw the sin of his betrayal for what it was, he took his

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY 2506 www.mtassembly2506.org



LLLLIPAERIOR| 7ewoterrer

MOTHER TERESA

St. Teresa of Calcutta

Page 6
SEPTEMBER 2023
MOTHER TERESA ASSEMBLY 2506 (GARLAND, TEXAS)

BUT WHO DO YOU SAY THAT | AM? (cont.)

own life. He threw himself away as hopeless, as irredeemable; not understanding the
forgiveness of the Lord. Peter came back to Christ even in the face of his own betrayal.

Following the Resurrection, Jesus tells the disciples to go and meet him in Galilee. Peter
goes with the others to Galilee and starts fishing again. Jesus was on the shore with fish
lying on a charcoal fire along with some bread. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus
asked Peter three times if he loved him.

The third time Jesus asked, “Do you love me,” Peter was grieved, perhaps he under-
stood the significance of Jesus’s third question. The last time Peter was at a charcoal
fire, he denied Jesus three times, now Jesus asks him three times if he loves him, Jesus
is giving him a chance to affirm his love; forgiving and undoing his three fold denial.

A beautiful story, Peter is the rock on which the Church is founded, a Church that is not
a collection of the sinless but of sinners. It was founded on Peter, who sinned, loved,
and held onto to the Lord.

Jesus asks us to look deep within ourselves to find His presence there, guiding us, as He
did Peter, to affirm our love for Him. Do we recognize His call? Are we listening? How do
we answer His question, “But who do you say that | am?”

God Bless,

Deacon Randy
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A REMEMBRANCE OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
by Worthy Faithful Pilot S.K. Ricky Brown

As we come to remember the tragic events of September 11, 2001, let
us offer our prayers for the victims and their families, seeking God’s
comfort and healing. In unity and fraternity, we honor the first re-
sponders who demonstrated immense courage and selflessness in the
face of unimaginable tragedy.

\
|\

Let us never forget the importance of charity, reaching out to those in need, and supporting

one another, for in our collective strength lies the resilience of our nation. As patriotic Cath-
olics, we recommit ourselves to the values of compassion, unity, and freedom, knowing that
our faith guides us in our duty to promote peace and justice. May God bless America, and
may the memory of 9/11 inspire us to be a source of hope and unity in our communities
and in our great land.

AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING Our next assembly meetings will be on September 19 at 7:30pm.

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE— MTASSEMBLY2506.0RG—Please send pictures of events featur-
ing our Knights of Columbus in action using the “Email the Webmaster” button on the

home page. —SK Robert Finley, Webmaster
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From an article published on the Supreme Website in 2020:

A man with strong Catholic faith and an unparalleled |
coaching career, Vincent “Vince” T. Lombardi is rightly one
of the most revered coaches in NFL history. Within two
years of taking over the struggling Green Bay Packers in
1959, he led them to two consecutive NFL championships,
soon followed by a third championship, as well as victories
in Super Bowls | and Il. When he retired, Lombardi’s career
coaching record stood at 105 wins, 36 losses and six ties.

But beyond his coaching expertise, he earned regard for his values, which he both
lived on his own and instilled in his team, urging hard work and discipline for overcoming
problems and achieving goals. Believing faith was important in every life, he considered daily
Mass and Communion the source of his strength, and he often led his Catholic players to
Mass. Lombardi joined Msgr. Basche Council 4505 in Green Bay, Wis., and later became a
Fourth Degree Knight.

A believer in civil rights, Lombardi famously would not tolerate racial prejudice — and
not just among his players. He made it clear to local shops and restaurants that if they re-
fused to serve any of his players because of their skin color, they would be boycotted by the
entire team. And players who displayed any act of prejudice would be dropped from the
team.

When Lombardi died in 1970 at age 57, thousands attended his funeral at New York
City’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Decades later, he remains one of the most notable sports fig-
ures of all time. Despite his success and the high regard in which he was held, Lombardi nev-
er lost sight of his purpose in life. This was perhaps best expressed by the following words,
which he spoke to his players:

“After all the cheers have died down and the stadium is empty, after the headlines
have been written, and after you are back in the quiet of your room and the championship
ring has been placed on the dresser, and after all the pomp and fanfare have faded, the en-
during thing that is left is the dedication to doing with our lives the very best we can to make
the world a better place in which to live.”
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COLOR CORPS REPORT

As reported in our August newsletter, we had a visiting Cardinal
at Sacred Heart Church in Rowlett on August 1st. Cardinal

Poola from India, celebrated the 8:30 AM Mass in the parish
and our Color Corps provided the Honor Guard with 4 in attend-
ance, and an additional 7 SK's assisted us from Christopher Co-
lumbus (Plano), SK Si Jones (Forney), and Alfred Nicolas
(Greenville) assemblies.

It is with heavy heart that we celebrated the passing of our
Brother SK William (Bill) Henry on August 2, 2023.

The Color Corps served as an Honor Guard at the Visitation and Rosary on August 8
with 7 Sir Knights in attendance, including our Worthy Past District Master, SK Pat Con-
way. The visitation had many family and friends at St. Anthony Church in Wylie and
Deacon Greg Hawley led the Rosary.

On August 9 the Funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Anthony Church in Wylie with SK
Rev. Tony Densmore as the celebrant, and SK Deacon Greg Hawley assisting. The Color
Corps had 12 members turn-out, 5 from Mother Teresa Assembly and 7 from nearby
assemblies.

On August 19 we assisted Father A. J. Ryan Assembly with a FESTA Eucharistic Proces-
sion at St. Pius X Church in Dallas. One of our members attended for this event.

Viva Christo Rey
SK Bob Fries, PFN
Color Corps Commander

bobfries@posteo.net
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PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: John Paul Bobo

By Faithful Pilot S.K. Ricky Brown

John Paul Bobo was born on February 14, 1943 in Niagara Falls,
New York. He attended Bishop Duffy High School followed by Ni-
agara University. After graduating college, he enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps in May 1965 and was commissioned as a
second lieutenant in December 1965. He posthumously received
the Medal of Honor for his heroism during the Vietnam War on
March 30, 1967.

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty. Company 1 was establishing night ambush sites
when the command group was attacked by a reinforced North Vietnamese company
supported by heavy automatic weapons and mortar fire. 2d Lt. Bobo immediately orga-
nized a hasty defense and moved from position to position encouraging the outnum-
bered marines despite the murderous enemy fire. Recovering a rocket launcher from
among the friendly casualties, he organized a new launcher team and directed its fire
into the enemy machine gun positions.

When an exploding enemy mortar round severed 2d Lt. Bobo's right leg below the
knee, he refused to be evacuated and insisted upon being placed in a firing position to
cover the movement of the command group to a better location. With a web belt
around his leg serving as a tourniquet and with his leg jammed into the dirt to curtain
the bleeding, he remained in this position and delivered devastating fire into the ranks
of the enemy attempting to overrun the marines.

2d Lt. Bobo was mortally wounded while firing his weapon into the main point of the
enemy attack but his valiant spirit inspired his men to heroic efforts, and his tenacious
stand enabled the command group to gain a protective position where it repulsed the
enemy onslaught. 2d Lt. Bobo's superb leadership, dauntless courage, and bold initia-
tive reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine
Corps and the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.
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