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OUR MEETINGS FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S REPORT

Our Assembly meets on

Finally we are seeing some relief from Covid, and
our newly elected officers are exited that we can
resume our activity cautiously.

the 3™ Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church - | | am exited and motivated to work with our fel-
Richardson, TX starting at| low Brothers to take our Assembly to the next
7:30 PM. Dinner served | |evel. We are updating Members Information

7:00 PM. such as Emails, Phone info etc. Please cooperate
Months with social | With our new Worthy Comptroller SK Robert Fin- gla(ithfu”lz’tg;'gtzor S
events have no business | ley. Also we are looking for ways to increase the Joseph Olickan Sr.
meeting. participation of all members in the monthly
meeting in person and electronically via Zoom, \
ASSEMBLY COUNCILS | Skype, Etc. We are also looking at the possibility )
Council # 6402 to connect all the members via WhatsApp. 25
Good Shepherd Catholic . ey
Church Continue on Page 2 <

Council # 8954
St. Joseph's Catholic FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Church
THE CHRISTIAN MASSACRE:

Council #9337 A CIRCLE OF VIOLENCE IN PLATEAU STATE.

Our Lady of the Lake

Catholic Church When we hear of the conflicts in Jos Plateau

Council # 10646 state, our hearts aches for the people who live

Sacred Heart Catholic there. Violent conflicts in this part of Nigeria are

Church not new, and they are often followed by con-

Council # 12300 flicting accounts of what happened. From my Faithful Captain
St. Anthony's Catholic research, the first account of these conflict was  SK Felix Ogbeide
Church orchestrated by some Muslim Jihadists, whose

Council # 16546 aim is to Islamize the State.

Mother of Perpetual Help

Catholic Parish Continue on Page 7
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FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S REPORT (cont. from pg. 1)
| strongly believe the communication among members by any means will increase participa-
tion.

The ideas and feed back from more members will immensely help the Assembly. We are al-
so forming a Membership committee consist of two members from each Councils .We are
trying to get more support from every

councils to promote 4th Degree and Color Corps am delighted ,honored ,and privileged to
be a part of the committee and this great organization. | humbly request All members to
support us, so that we can have great year.

Thanks;
SK Joseph Olickan Sr.
Worthy Faithful Navigator
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ADMIRAL’S TABLE

Dear brothers what | have been experiencing within the Catholic
Church is very concerning. | have been working throughout the
great state of Texas, recruiting new members, and developing
New Councils for the last 2 and half years. Although most of the
Priests have been very accepting and supportive of the Knights,
others have not and have been downright anti — Knights of Co-
lumbus.

Our Order teaches us to be in solidarity with our Priests. How- Faithful Admiral

ever, this virtue is placed to test each time the Knights of Colum- SK Rick Guzman, PEN
bus are met with such harsh resistance from the clergy. | do re-
alize that our beloved Priests are constantly being attacked by
the evil one. Therefore, | say, we need to increase our prayers
for all priests.

Brothers, my number one reason for recruiting a man into the
Knights is so that his family may have an opportunity to secure
life insurance, thus having a chance to protect and care for the
family unit as a whole after our time on earth has ended.

-A man who dies without adequate life insurance should have to
come back and see the mess he created.
-Will Rogers.

Rick Guzman

Worthy Faithful Admiral
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FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER’S REPORT

Greetings, brothers! The fraternal year is already taking shape and |
am learning so much in my position. Membership for the council
stands at 202 according to Supreme, a decrease of three since the
beginning of the year. We have more applications voted in that
should add back and beyond to our membership soon. Please sup-
port our brothers in Aledo in September and in Frisco at St. Francis
in October for the two available Autumn exemplifications.

| plan to attend at least the October exemplification. Brothers, | am
issuing a challenge to you: for any application to the 4™ degree that
is presented to ballot and accepted at the September business
meeting, | will personally give a 50/50 ticket to the proposing mem-
ber on the form.

Gather more members from your Council meetings and events — |

want a reason to ask for more chairs in the Upper Room. You must
be PRESENT at the meeting to participate in this opportunity! Let’s
get to Star Assembly this year for our 25 anniversary. Vivat Jesus!

Faithful Comptroller SK Robt A. Finley

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: by SK Deacon Randy Wilson

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate,”

There is a story about a youth formation gathering of teenage
students, the topic was the Fourth Commandment, Honor
your Father and Mother, the teens were asked to share their
experiences.

One Teen said she was helping someone prepare for a test and
lost track of time, coming home 30 minutes after her curfew.

Her parents responded by telling her that she could not go to
the football game on Friday. How unfair they all agreed; even
though the Teen did not bother to call home. This kept going on and on among the teens
with similar discussions.

Then a young lady raised her hand; she had no curfew. She could stay out as long as she
wanted, even on school nights. Her parents never concerned themselves with her grades,
they said it was up to her to do what she needed. She basically had no rules, even though
she was only 16. Then she started crying, "Why don't my parents love me?" If they did
wouldn’t they want to guide me to make the best choices. Wouldn’t | have a structure in
place to help me meet my potential. If they loved me they wouldn’t hesitate to discipline me
for doing something wrong.

Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 says discipline is difficult but comes as the result of love. A reading
that is directed at second and third generation Christians, the youth whose parents and
grandparents endured many trials but still embraced their Christianity with enthusiasm.

In Luke’s gospel, 13:22-30, Jesus says, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate,” asking us to
look for a place that leads away from “what we can get out of life” to a place where we ask,
“how do we participate.”

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY www.mtassembly2506.org
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COLOR CORPS

As of the time this article was written, we had no turn-outs in August.

We have only one scheduled turn-out for September. On September 10th, the "Catholic
Bowl" football tournament is being held in The Star Arena in Frisco. (home of the Dallas
Cowboys) This is a District Event where all Color Corps across the Metroplex are invited to
attend, and a large participation is expected.

This event will host six of the top Catholic schools from different dioceses across Texas and
Louisiana. The event is dedicated to Fr. Emil Kapaun, the most highly decorated military
Chaplain in US history, and who on his way to canonization.

As the following day is the 21* anniversary of 9/11, there will be a special tribute. Bishops
and clergy from the Ft Worth, Victoria and Dallas dioceses will also attend.

The Color Corps is the most visible arm of the Knights of Columbus and does much to hon-
or our organization and our members, especially when we do an Honor Guard or Color
Guard for a funeral, wake, or Rosary.

Viva Christo Rey

SK Bob Fries, Color Corps Commander

SK, Robert Fries, PFN
Color Corps Commander
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT (Continued from page 1)

From the 7 September to 13 2001, plateau was a center scene of mass killings and destruction of proper-
ties, leaving thousands dead and hundreds of thousands displaced in less than one week
( www.blueprint.org)

The real story of the massacre has their root cause and more, but like they say, in most stories, it depends
on whose account, version, truth we choose to believe. However, the Jos crisis of Christian massacre sto-
ries has never been straight forward and never ceased to be complex.

The specific incident which sparked off violence in Congo- Russia Area in Plateau Region, on Friday 7 Sep-
tember 2001, was when a young woman tried to cross the road through a congregation of Muslims praying
outside the mosque, she was then asked to wait until prayers had finished or choose another route, but
she refused and an argument began which led to an unleashed battle between group of Christians and
Muslims in the mosque and within the neighborhood (www.Josreporters.org).

On 25 December 2011, suspected Boko Haram terrorists invaded a church killing 50 persons and leaving
several others injured.

Furthermore, there was also a bomb blast and shooting spree at mountain of fire and Miracle’s church,
were these bandits exchanged fire with members of the Special Task Force (STF), also known as the Safe
Heaven, killing pastors and members who were in attendance. (Report source: impact of ICC proceeding on
the Jos crisis p. 179,17 October 2012).

Moreso, the headquarters of St Finbarr’s Catholic Church and COCIN in Jos, was also targeted by these
bandits’ suicide bombers on February 26, 2012 (vanguard news report 30 March 2012).

The most deadly attack on Christians occurred on May 2019, when some group of bandits invaded a
church service in Yelwa, Jos Plateau state, killing over 2700 Christians: the victims include the presiding Rev
Fr. Gwom and congregants in attendance ( www.vangard.ingr.com).

In conclusion these incidences of massacre, by bandits in Churches, have become a weekly terror for Chris-
tians in the region which need urgent government response. Because as the saying goes, the alligator and
the crocodile may look alike, but they definitely are not friends.so also, the man who plants, banana and
expects plantain on the premise they look alike would be disappointed, the federal government, state and
local government should take decisive steps to implementing policies which will bring sanctions to culprits,
peace, sanity, safety, and security back to the Jos to preserve the lives of these Christians in the region and
secure their properties.

BY: Felix Ogbeide, Faithful Captain.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 17th  Fall Exemplification, Holy Redeemer Catholic Parish 9:30 AM
16250 Old Weatherford Road, Aledo Tx 76008

October 15th  Fall Exemplification, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 9:30 AM
800 W. Eldorado Pkwy, Frisco Tx 75033
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 5.)

Humanity always seems to take the path of least resistance, like a broken water pipe in your
home, water finds that path of least resistance and spills all over the floor. Are we some-
times like a broken water pipe and just spill all over our spiritual floor?

When we are going through a difficult time, do we look at God as the taskmaster, do we
think God is asking too much of us, do we ask ourselves, well | am doing all | can but the task
is just too difficult.

Perhaps we should put ourselves in God’s shoes, | know that is not possible but just for a
thought. How frustrated do we become when we are trying to help someone and feel they
are just not listening; they seemingly ignore our input and continue down the same path;
why did they ask in the first place? Hello, | have opened the gate as far as | can.

We see this in business leaders, politicians, people in positions of authority, they seem to be
lost because they do not submit to the discipline of the position they hold; they often
choose the easiest route, the path of least resistance, and we know what happens with a
broken water pipe. We can easily follow the same path; it is important for us to submit to
our own limitations and difficulties; it is our challenge.

God wants us to submit to those difficulties that are around us, to embrace His truth, to em-
brace reality, to grow and change. Embrace those things that seem out of our control and
often painful; to accept His guidance.

This can be difficult as we are not always listening and all too often take our own path of
least resistance; we let other priorities take over such as personal comfort, possessions, tak-
ing control. Qualities that might be described as a “wide gate.”

Cont. on Page 10
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 9.)

Our journey is not a path where we look at world values, simply trying to blend with the
crowd. Jesus describes the narrow path through parables; about the rich person who
doesn’t notice the poor person next to him; the person with a great harvest that, rather
than share with neighbors, builds a bigger barn; He told us of the judgement of how we
treat the least of His brothers and sisters by providing food and clothing, welcoming
strangers, and caring for the sick or imprisoned.

Jesus is the gate, when Thomas asks how can we know the way, Jesus tells him, “I am the
way, the truth, and the light.”

God continually works to bring us into awareness no matter how painful it may seem, as do
good parents who guide the ones they love knowing they may experience some pain.

We are formed through many events; home life, community life, world events, spiritual life.
Jesus reminds us to take the narrow path that leads to everlasting happiness.

The teens in the story are frustrated with the burden of discipline their parents impose on
them, then a young lady with no discipline awakens them to the truth. Bringing them the
realization of how much their parents love and care for them.

God loves us unconditionally and sometimes, like the teens, we don’t understand; our call is
to receive and respond to His love, to trust that our journey through the narrow gate is
through loving God and one another.

God Bless,

Deacon Randy
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AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING

Our next MTA Business meeting will be held on Sep-
tember 18th in the St. Joseph’s upper room, with din-
ner starting at 7pm and the meeting starting at 7:30
pm.

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE Our News and Announcements
page has the current Color Corps schedule. If you have
something going on in your council or parish, it can be
listed there as well. Keep up to date with our website
calendar of events.

As always, if you want to add something or see an er-
ror, let the webmaster SK Bob Fries know at WebMTA-
2506 @gmail.com

THE PATRIOT NEWSLETTER - IT’S FOR YOU!

If you would like to contribute to this Newsletter, whether it be
a story, photo, or an special event taking place at a local parish,
please contact Newsletter Editor SK Felix Ogbeide at
fogbeide2@gmail.com. Contributions are due by the 25th of
the month.
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