OUR MEETINGS

Our Assembly meets on
the 3™ Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church -
Richardson, TX starting at
7:30 PM. Dinner served
7:00 PM.

Months with social
events have no business
meeting.

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS

Council # 6402
Good Shepherd Catholic
Church

Council # 8954
St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

Council # 9337

Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church

Council # 10646

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

Council # 12300
St. Anthony's Catholic
Church

Council # 16546
Mother of Perpetual
Help Catholic Parish
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT

The Christian Life is the life of repentance, faith and
good works lived through the power of the Holy Spirit.
The goal of this kind of life is to be conformed into the
image of Christ, and as a result, share in God's rule on
earth. God commands us, in Acts 17:30 "In the past
God overlooked ignorance but now He commands all
people everywher.e to repent"..As believer.f, we are Faithful Captain
to turn from our sins and trust in Jesus Christ our SK Felix Ogbeide
Savior. Without repentance and faith, there is no
Christian life, although they are the shape that forms
Christianity.

In Ephesians 2:1 apostle Paul says " You were dead in

your transgressions and sins". We can do nothing to save ourselves, un-
less God gives us birth from above. This birth comes to us by the Holy
Spirit who enters our hearts to give us life. Right from the first day of
this life, we are sure that all our sins have been forgiven; this for-
giveness of our sins is a core part of the gospel message and a founda-
tional element in the start of the Christian life. This life begins, contin-
ues and ends entirely by the free unmerited grace of God. God has cho-
sen to use vessels through which to bring His grace into our lives.

Apostle Paul in his letter to the Philippian church says "Therefore, my
beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my pres-
ence but much more absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).

God works in us, but He does not pull the strings as if we were puppets,
He works in us by His spirit, so that we do His will. The outworking of
the Christian life, involves denial of self, the scripture says: "If anyone
will come to me, let him deny himself, take up the cross and follow

me" (Mark 8:31).
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT (cont. from pg. 1)

When Jesus spoke of self-denial, He goes on to promise that whoever loses his life for My
sake and the gospel will save it. It is important that we take seriously the bible's emphasis on
the priority of the gospel of Christ. Not every Christian will be evangelist as the scripture
commands us " Go ye to the world and make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:18-19).
But rather, Christian's ought to be committed to the spread of the gospel.

The onus of the Christian life, is for believers to remember it's glorious core which is the
affair of the heart, self-denial of worldly pleasures and to gladly live out what God has first
worked in us by His spirit.

SK Felix Ogbeide — Faithful Captain

ADMIRAL’S TABLE

Worthy Sir Knights, Meryll Frost, an athlete in 1945 was the first to say: “Behind every great
man is a great woman”. Indeed my brother Knights | do believe that
we are very fortunate to have wives that support us in all we do, es-
pecially when it comes to our commitment to the Knights of Colum-
bus. Therefore, | believe it is very important we reciprocate and sup-
port their endeavors and show our Ladies that we appreciate them.
Spend quality time with your wives. Date nights are very important
and are valuable investments into the relationship with your wife.
Find out what your wife really likes, then surprise her from time to
time. For instance, my wife loves plants, therefore instead of flowers |
buy her plants. Ephesians 5:33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and
let the wife see that she respects her husband.

SK Rick Guzman, PFN — Faithful Admiral
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: by SK Deacon Randy Wilson

Call to Holiness

We have shared in the anticipation and preparation of Advent; we heard
Mary question the angel Gabriel saying, “How can this be as | have no re-
lations with a man”, reminding us that we too can ask questions of God;
we have witnessed the glorious birth of our Lord Jesus. Now, we enter in-
to Ordinary time, in the readings from the Second Sunday of Ordinary we

find someone recognizing Jesus as the one who has come into the world
to save us. Twice he says he did not recognize Him; he did not fully understand who Jesus
was.

John the Baptist most likely knew Jesus from his youth, when he said, he did not know Him.
Perhaps when he saw Jesus coming towards him, he was a little confused or maybe caught
off guard but that was temporary for he quickly realized the wonderful event he was witness-
ing and says, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” a phrase we
are familiar with, a phrase Father proclaims when he presents the Body and Blood of Christ
to us as we are being called to the Supper of the Lamb.

John realized he was experiencing what was foretold to him by God, “On whomever you see
the Spirit come down and remain, He is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”

By proclaiming “Behold the Lamb of God,” John was now calling the people towards the per-
son of Jesus, as we are called during the celebration of the Eucharist, as we are called at our
baptism.

In the readings there is a message of discipleship; of servanthood; an image of people being
called to God, to be His witnesses, to be set apart; to be holy. In the first reading we see God
call out the people of Israel, calling them to be holy by being His servants. God is giving them
the strength and gifts to help others, to recognize their abilities, to make a difference in their

world.
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 3)

Often we consider someone who is holy to be almost sinless, we tend to look for people who
are flawless; this viewpoint causes us to miss another kind of holiness. A holiness when unex-
pected acts of kindness occur; not necessarily anything profound, just a nice act of kindness,
showing compassion and love, being there for someone. An act that may be spontaneous
and unexpected by the giver, an act that hints of the Holy Spirit at work.

We should ask ourselves, what is it that we truly believe in? It is important that we believe in
holiness even when it is not readily apparent. Jesus loved to heal both physically and spiritu-
ally, He loved people and showed that love in many ways, He did not want people to believe
in Him just because of His miracles. He wanted people to believe in Him for who He was, He

was good, He was compassionate; He was Holy.

We are called to holiness; if we believe that Christ has redeemed the world, if we believe that
everything, including ourselves, have been touched by the Spirit; then we must believe in our
own holiness, a holiness that Jesus came to initiate.

If we don’t believe or recognize our own holiness, then we are limiting ourselves. It is easy to
get caught up in our daily activities, some that can be stressful; we can get caught up in living
fragmented lives; going in many directions. We must let go and recognize our holiness as well
as the holiness that surrounds us, the holiness in our community and beyond; in the second
reading St. Paul tells us, “To you who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be holy,
with all those everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and
ours.”

We are being called to reflect on our discipleship, our servanthood not only to our God, com-
munity, and Church, but to ourselves. In the readings today we see that John the Baptist, St.
Paul, and Isaiah have this profound sense that they were called to do this work before they
were born. That this was their destiny, they were dealing with something greater than their

own wishes; they were part of a bigger plan. We also have a destiny that God is calling us to.
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 4)

Our challenge, then, is to believe we are called to do God’s will, we are part of a bigger plan
and to sense how that plan matures within us. The Church also has the challenge of strength-
ening our steadfastness and to help us discern what we are called to be.

This call to holiness, this life giving process, is not just for us or the people we care for, it is
not just for our own specific community. In the first reading, the Lord says, “I will make you a
light to the nations.” Acts of holiness go far beyond our expectations, it has an impact we
don’t often realize, we do make a difference in the lives of others; we may not think so, but
we do.

Our communities are diversified with people from other communities, families who have
come from other countries, other cultures. Our faith, our holiness, goes far beyond our spe-
cific community. What we do affects the lives of those from other communities, their holi-
ness matures as ours matures. The Holy Spirit is our guide and continues to give us grace,
love, and wisdom; providing us with acts of holiness, seen or unseen, recognizable or unrec-
ognizable.

The Church teaches us that when we sin, our sins affect the entire community; so it is with
our acts of holiness, when we show our love, support, and compassion to others, that also
affects the entire community.

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and for a fleeting moment did not recognize
Him, listen to your heart, God had given John a sign to recognize the Lamb of God by the
presence of the Spirit, He also gives us signs to recognize the working of the Spirit in our
lives, be watchful for those signs as did John, God is calling you to holiness, a holiness that
will bring a great feeling of meaning and purpose in your lives as well as the lives of others.

And don’t be surprised if suddenly you realize you have just offered a “Random Act of Kind-
ness,” you may want to say a little prayer, thanking the Spirit for being there with you.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY www.mtassembly2506.org
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FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT

It is important to our fraternity that we maintain respectful order in our
meetings. If, at an appropriate time, you wish to make a brief comment
on a proposed motion of business or other discussion, please obtain
the attention of the Faithful Navigator by raising your hand, and when
recognized, offer the customary vertical salute (the pole of the cross),
with the address “Worthy Faithful Navigator” (you may use this title
even if a substitute is acting in the role). After the WFN answers your
salute with the horizontal (beam of the cross) salute, please make your
statement succinctly and clearly and sit down. Please do not interrupt
any “report”, especially those of the WFN and his senior officer, the Area Secretary, when
present. Any offer of material for a report should be communicated to the responsible
officer or brother in advance of the meeting. If a matter is trivial, could cause hard feelings,
or is personal in nature, it is probably better handled in private, outside the meeting. A little
good-humored banter is ok, but not so much as to interrupt the dignity or flow of the
meeting. It is almost never acceptable to exhibit anger or directly criticize a brother in a
meeting. We are brothers in Christ, and should present ourselves honorably in private as
well as in public.

SK Bryan Finley,— Faithful Pilot
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FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER’S REPORT

Greetings, brothers! Another year has kicked off and we are off to the
races for the second half already. Some of our brothers have stilll not
yet paid their annual dues, so please be the friendly reminder for your
council brethren to pay dues to the assembly. We are quickly ap-
proaching our last opportunity for new members to be exemplified. If
you know of a member who has been voted in during a previous year
and they are still interested in membership of the Fourth Degree,
please reach out to them as soon as possible.

As the first six months of my time as Faithful Comptroller have come to a close, it is a great
time for me to reflect on what | have done well and what | can do better - but your feedback
is always welcome. | lean on my brother officers and you, brothers, to let me know how | am
doing. | have confidence that, passing a few rocks along the way, we can weather any storm,
and cross any threshold that we face. Our goal for the month - RECRUIT! Let's aim for Star As-
sembly for this year and next year. Tempus fugit! Memento Mori.

SK Robert Finley — Faithful Comptroller

SPRING EXEMPLICATION

Wichita Falls Spring Exemplification

Our next exemplification will be Saturday, March 25, 2023 in Wichita Falls, Tx. Tri-folds will
be available early January. Waiting for information from local assembly/council.
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COLOR CORPS REPORT

We had one Color Corps event in January at the Cathedral of Our La-
dy of Guadalupe in Dallas, for the March for Life. This annual event
continues even after the Supreme Court decision to overturn the
Roe v Wade case legalizing abortion nationwide. Now our efforts
continue not only to oppose state laws allowing abortion, but proac-
tively helping mothers make the decision to give their babies life.

We had one member turn-out for the Color Corps procession at the
Mass.

At the recent mid-year meeting of the Dallas Diocesan Chapter, we were informed that the
long rumored “New Baldrics” are now available for the Color Corps uniform. The picture at
the right shows the new baldric for Faithful Navigators, and PFNs. The baldrics are solid col-
ors of the “flash”, or colored patch behind the emblem on the beret. So:

White for Navigator Purple for Color Corps Commander or Deputy CCC (Other colors for the
various positions are also available.)

At this time, if you have no flash, you will continue to use the current Red, White, and Blue
baldric. Also, you may use the current baldric until you are able to order a new one. The com-
pany that currently sells them is The English Company.

www.kofcsupplies.com

Viva Christo Rey
SK Bob Fries, PFN
Color Corps Commander

bobfries@posteo.net
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AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING FEBRURY BIRTHDAYS
The officers of the assembly wish to formally invite you and all the | * Mf’”k 8 il
Sir Knights and Knights' Ladies of our assembly to the 26th Fraternal | M'chea' i Cells
Year Ladies Appreciation Dinner, 7pm to 8pm on Tuesday, February | Pfat”Ck 2, Bl
21, 2023 at the El Fenix Mexican Restaurant in Dallas. 4 e A, SOl e
4 David J. Lanners
8 Donald W. Seeley Jr.

Location: 1601 McKinney Ave, Dallas, Tx 75202

11 Ervin F. Prince

14 Richard E. Wisniewski
16 John F. Hardin

19 Anthony M. Marano
19 Richard L. Singleton
20 Robert P. Taggart
Vivat Jesus! 21 David G. Buchta

SK Rick Guzman, Faithful Admiral 21 AL

Please RSVP by replying via email to fnmta2506@gmail.com and/
or mtacomptoller@gmail.com. Please indicate the number of
attendees including yourself and names.

23 Robert A. Finley
SKRickGuzman6021@gmail.com

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE If you have something going on in your council or parish, it can be
listed there as well.

As always, if you want to add something or see an error, let the webmaster SK Ricky
Brown know at WebMTA2506@gmail.com

THE PATRIOT NEWSLETTER - IT’S FOR YOU!
If you would like to contribute to this Newsletter, whether it be a story, photo, or a spe-

cial event taking place at a local parish, please contact Newsletter Editor SK Ricky
Brown at ricky371@gmail.com.

Contributions are due by the 25th of the month.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY www.mtassembly2506.org
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PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: By SK Bryan Finley - Faithful Pilot

André Cailloux (1825 — 1863), a black Creole who was born a slave,
attained freedom, and participated in the antebellum Afro-Creole society
of New Orleans, died a U.S. Army captain and Civil Was hero. His coura-
geous example continues to inspire civil rights activists in New Orleans.

Cailloux was born a slave in Plaguemines Parish, Louisiana, and was soon

relocated to New Orleans. At 21, in 1847, Cailloux was emancipated and
married Felicie Coulon, also recently freed. They had five children. He %@i\j’
was trusted, well-liked, participated actively in the social life of the Black

Creole community was known for his manners and character, and was a cigar maker. He was
a founding member of Friends of Order. Like many benevolent societies of freemen, when
the Civil War began, it followed tradition to support the government in power and formed a
unit in the Louisiana militia. Cailloux enlisted 100 men, including working slaves, runaway
slaves, and free Black men, in the unit known as the Native Guards. He was made their cap-
tain.

When New Orleans fell to the Union forces, the Native Guards disbanded. When Union Gen-
eral Benjamin Butler took the reins of power in the city, he turned to the Native Guards, who
offered their services. Cailloux’s company, which was overwhelmingly Catholic, carried the
banner for the 1st Regiment, the first black regiment to be mustered into the U.S. Army and
the first to engage in a major battle.

On May 27, 1863, Union General Nathaniel P. Banks launched an attack on the well-
defended, well-fortified Confederate positions at Port Hudson, 100 miles north of New Orle-
ans. Cailloux was ordered to lead his company of 100 men in an almost-suicidal assault
against sharpshooting Confederate troops. Cailloux’s company suffered heavy casualties, but
Cailloux, shouting encouragement to his men in French and English, led several increasingly
futile charges. On his last charge, he was severely wounded, but continued to lead the
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LLLLIPAEFIOR| 7ewoterrer

MOTHER TERESA

St. Teresa of Calcutta

Page 11
FEBRUARY 2023
MOTHER TERESA ASSEMBLY 2506 (GARLAND, TEXAS)

PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: (Continued from pg 1)

the charge until an artillery shell killed him.

When Port Hudson surrendered on July 8, Cailloux’s remains were retrieved and sent to New
Orleans. Immense crowds of black residents, including members of thirty-some mutual aid
societies, lined Esplanade Avenue for more than a mile to witness the funeral procession.
Callioux’s body lay in state on a raised platform with flowers and candles in his New Orleans
fraternal hall, his sword and uniform resting on the American flag that draped his casket. A
guard solemnly paced back and forth near the casket.

Two black Union privates assisted the abolitionist Catholic priest Father Claude Paschal Mais-
tre, to deliver the last rites, in spite of the opposition of the pro-Confederate bishop. Two
companies of the Sixth Louisiana (colored) regiment were in charge of the hearse. Six black
captains of the Second Louisiana Native Guards served as pallbearers. Playing the dirge ac-
companying the procession to the St. Louis Cemetery where Cailloux was laid to rest was a
white regimental band from Massachusetts.

Northern newspapers such as the New York Times, the New York Herald, and Harper's Week-
ly, which had urged the use of black combat troops in the war, gave extensive coverage to
Cailloux's funeral. The fall of Post Hudson signaled a major turning point in the war. It
showed that blacks were willing to be active participants in their own liberation. Anim-
mense outpouring of respect sprang from the gratitude for André Cailloux’s martyrdom in
defense of African-American liberties and universal human dignity.

After Cailloux's death, his widow, Felicie, struggled to receive the financial benefits promised
by the United States Government. After several years of effort, she received a small pension.
She died in 1874, after having worked as a domestic servant for the Catholic priest who had
presided over her husband's funeral.

Sources: New Orleans Historical Society, African-American Registry, frenchcreoles.com
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BJPL Third Texas District

4™ Degree Exemplification

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
{301 Ninth Street
Wichita Falls, Texas 76301

Saturday March 25, 2023

Exemplification is dedicated to:
SK Vimny Lewis and
SK Iony Binde/ members of
Assembly 108

Schedule - Saturday, March 25th, 2023
9:30am - Registration
1145am - Lunch ALL Men & Women
12:00pm - Class picture
12:30pm - Exemplification starts
12:30pm - Ladies program starts
Z:45 pm- Banquet
9:00pm-Mass at Sacred Heart Church

Hotel Information

Fairview Inn & Suites by Marriott
Wichita Falls Northwest
{020 Central Freeway, Wichita Falls, TX
[-940-228-T305
KofC rate:$139 per night (all reservations
must be made by February 25, 2023 to receive
the discounted rate)

OFFICAL DRESS CODE
CANDIDATES, (except for clergy) the dress is a dark

suit, white shirt, dark tie, dark socks & shoes.
Acceptable as well is a black tuxedo, black bow tie,
black cummerbund (no vest), black socks, black shoes,
white pleated tuxedo shirt with a reqular collar. New

Uniform can be worn as well.

Members of the Armed Forces. Police, Firefighters, and
other Ist responders may wear their dress uniform.
Clergy may wear their clerical collar or cassock.

MEMBERS: attending the exemplification ceremony, there
are 3 options:

- New Uniform without Social Baldric;

- Dark suit w/white shirt, tie and Social Baldric;

- Tuxedo w/white shirt, black bow tie and social baldric

Fee Information:

Candidate Fee $70.00

** Candidate Fee includes (1) banquet ticket, a
Social Baldric, Lapel Pin, and Exemplification
Certificate. (You will need to purchase additional banquet
tickets for spouse and guests)

Spouse/Guest banquet meal cost $35.00

Boxed lunches S10.00
for both men and ladies to eat lunch together.

Ladies Program $15.00

Payment and Mailing instructions

ALL CHECKS ARE PAYABLE TO:

sl KofC Third Texas District <@

Candidates
return all forms, paperwork, and payments to
your local 4th Degree Assembly

Assemblies and Current Members
return Reservation Form and payment to:
SK Ken Franch - District Master
829 Hayden Lane, Savannah, TX 76227

C - (214) 244-3274

kfranchkc@gmail.com

ALL paperwork & Fees MUST be in the hands of the
District Master
NO LATER THAN Friday, March (7, 2023

Last day far cancellations to receive any refund is
Sunday, March 19, 2023




