OUR MEETINGS

Our Assembly meets on
the 3" Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church -
Richardson, TX starting at
7:30 PM. Dinner served
7:00 PM.

Months with social
events may have no busi-
ness meeting.

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS

Council # 6402
Good Shepherd Catholic
Church

Council # 8954
St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

Council #9337
Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church

Council # 10646
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

Council # 12300
St. Anthony's Catholic
Church

Council # 16546
Mother of Perpetual
Help Catholic Parish
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THE HEART OF TRUE REPENTANCE
By Faithful Navigator, S.K. Felix Ogbeide

Few things in the life of a believer are dishearten-
ing, as we struggle with persistent sins. This is par-
ticularly true when we have experienced victory
over sin.

This sounds counter-intuitive, but sometimes
victory over sin tarries because God desires to
teach us how to truly repent of that sin.

God desires his people, to know not only how to
walk in holiness, but also to obey his commands .
The scripture says:" Rend your hearts and not
garments. Return to the Lord your God,for he is glorious and com-

passionate, slow to anger and abounding in love and he relents
from sending calamity" (Joel 2:12-13).

We've all heard priests illustrate the concept of repentance, during
sermons. He walks across the stage on the path of sin and tells us,
repenting is not merely stopping as we walk down the path, but
turning to walk back in the direction of God.

However, this illustration provides a true posture of our heart, as
we come back to God. . This gets us to the very core of what true
repentance is all about .

The above scripture tells us of God's call to Israel," that he re-
turn to him, with all his heart, with fasting ,weeping ,mourning
and rend your hearts and not his garments".

In the old testament, people commonly expressed great grief
and anguish by tearing their cloaks, then caring about the proper
signs of being upset about their sin, God cares that we actually
grieved over our sins in our hearts.

a
Faithful Navigator
SK Felix Ogbeide
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT

The following is from an excellent article on patriotism in the Cath-
olic Herald by C. C. Pecknold in 2019:

A patria — or the land of one’s father — requires a certain kind of
reverence which is personal but extends beyond the family. The
reverence we give to our country “includes homage to all our fel-
low-citizens and to all the friends of our country,” St Thomas
writes. This is not the same kind of excellence as God, obviously,
nor does it bring us the kind of personal and existential benefits
our parents gave to us. Yet one’s own country is something between the common
good of the family, and the highest good of friendship with God. Our country is thus, or
should be, an object of love situated in the middle of things, an excellent good which
brings us benefits, and that we share in common with other human beings. Each of
these debts — to God, to family, and to country — are very good debts indeed, and the
good can never be in competition with each other. St Thomas concludes: “Man is a
debtor chiefly to his parents and his country, after God. Wherefore just as it belongs to
religion to give worship to God, so it belongs to piety, in the second place, to show rev-
erence to one’s parents and one’s country.”

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1 Fernando Velasco 17  Ken Myres 25  Uzoma Duruiji
4 Theo Obi 17  Ramiro Tamez 30 Ken Danker
5 Terry Thompson 18  Henry B. Ashley
7 Jason Clark 21  Donald Henagin
12 Juan Colunga 21  Michael Pediman
14  George Moslener Il 21  Chester Salacinski
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PRIDE AND HUMILITY

By Faithful Friar S.K. Dcn. Randy Wilson

Humility, a virtue we may often struggle to appreciate. Humility is
our willingness to acknowledge our limitations, to take ownership of
our weaknesses; the Merriam-Webster dictionary defines humility as
“freedom from pride or arrogance.”

Pride could be considered the opposite of humility; some believe a
humble person is someone who does not always think of themselves as very valuable
whereas a prideful person may think they are the best thing that has ever come along.
Neither analysis is entirely correct.

In today’s world, we tend to think in terms of either/or, good or bad, healthy or un-
healthy. We seem to want to put everything in nice, neat packages. Often our intention
is not to be judgmental but that can be the result.

Jesus tells us that “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who hum-
bles himself will be exalted.” We hear His message but how do we balance our pride
and humility, how do we sort through all of this to achieve the best results? There are
both good and bad measures of pride, and sometimes our “false sense” of humility can
hamper our balance.

We should take pride in what we do, taking pride in knowing we are making our best
effort. We should be honorable; openly sharing our talents with others but at the same
time being careful not to have a false sense of humility, or shyness, that can cause us to
suppress what we can offer of ourselves to others.
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A FOCUS ON FRATERNITY
By Fatihful Comptroller S.K. Robert A. Finley

Brothers, it is with great pride and thanks that | will be switching
roles this month with our Faithful Scribe, S.K. Ed Lopez, after the
special election on our meeting. | leave you with one more report
from this office.

Remember what Fraternity means. | recently heard from a fellow
Catechist that brotherly love is addressed when Jesus repeatedly asks Peter, “Do you
love me?” To paraphrase what | learned, in the original Greek, the written recollec-
tion first shows Jesus asking with the word agape, which most closely means uncondi-
tional love. Simon Peter first replies, “Yes, | philia you”. The Greek word philia is clos-
est to our fraternal love for Him and for each other as brothers in Him. And Jesus asks
again, and again, but in his final interrogative, Jesus meets Simon Peter at his level. He
asks with the word philia, meeting with Simon Peter’s answer. Jesus intends to meet
us as both our brother and our Lord.

Vivat Jesus!

AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING Our next assembly meeting will be on August 22nd at 7:30pm.

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE— MTASSEMBLY2506.0RG—If you have an event scheduled in
your council or parish, it can be listed there as well. Please email the webmaster to in-

clude your Council’s event on the home page calendar.
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From an article published on the Supreme Website in
2020:

A man with strong Catholic faith and an unparalleled
coaching career, Vincent “Vince” T. Lombardi is rightly one
of the most revered coaches in NFL history. Within two
years of taking over the struggling Green Bay Packers in
1959, he led them to two consecutive NFL championships, y
soon followed by a third championship, as well as victories in Super BowIs I and Il. When he
retired, Lombardi’s career coaching record stood at 105 wins, 36 losses and six ties.

But beyond his coaching expertise, he earned regard for his values, which he both
lived on his own and instilled in his team, urging hard work and discipline for overcoming
problems and achieving goals. Believing faith was important in every life, he considered daily
Mass and Communion the source of his strength, and he often led his Catholic players to
Mass. Lombardi joined Msgr. Basche Council 4505 in Green Bay, Wis., and later became a
Fourth Degree Knight.

A believer in civil rights, Lombardi famously would not tolerate racial prejudice — and
not just among his players. He made it clear to local shops and restaurants that if they re-
fused to serve any of his players because of their skin color, they would be boycotted by the
entire team. And players who displayed any act of prejudice would be dropped from the
team.

When Lombardi died in 1970 at age 57, thousands attended his funeral at New York
City’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Decades later, he remains one of the most notable sports fig-
ures of all time. Despite his success and the high regard in which he was held, Lombardi nev-
er lost sight of his purpose in life. This was perhaps best expressed by the following words,
which he spoke to his players:

“After all the cheers have died down and the stadium is empty, after the headlines
have been written, and after you are back in the quiet of your room and the championship
ring has been placed on the dresser, and after all the pomp and fanfare have faded, the en-
during thing that is left is the dedication to doing with our lives the very best we can to make
the world a better place in which to live.”
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COLOR CORPS REPORT
By Color Corps Commander S.K. Bob Fries, P.F.N.

SK Don Bastian requested the Color Corps Honor Guard to be
present at the Funeral Mass for his wife Kathryn "Kitty" Bastian.
The Mass was Friday June 2nd, 1:00 PM at St. Jude Catholic
Church in Allen.

On June 8th, the Color Corps turned out for the Corpus Christi
procession at St. Anthony Church in Wylie. 2 members were
present.

On July 4th, we participated n the Patriotic Rosary sponsored by St. Joseph Council
8954 and other parish organizations. We currently expect about 9 to attend. Four
from Mother Teresa Assembly, and 5 from Christopher Columbus Assembly.

On July 29th, we performed the annual Flag Retirement ceremony at St. Anthony Cath-
olic Church in Wylie alongside members of the Wylie East ROTC and Boy Scouts of
America Troop 78. Over 100 flags were successfully retired.

So far in 2023, MTA has had 12 Color Corps events with 14 participants from MTA and
a total participation of 70 including those from other assemblies.

Vivat Christo Rey
SK Bob Fries, PFN
Color Corps Commander

bobfries@posteo.net
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PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: Lt. Rev. Vincent R. Capodanno, U.S. Navy, Vietham

By Faithful Pilot S.K. Ricky Brown

Lt. Rev. Vincent R. Capodanno was a U.S. Navy chaplain who
earned the Medal of Honor while serving with the Marines during
the Vietnam War. Born in Staten Island, New York, Capodanno
was ordained a Roman Catholic priest in 1958. He joined the U.S.
Navy Chaplain Corps in 1966 and, after completing Officer Candi-
date School, was immediately posted to Vietnam, where he was
attached to the U.S. Marines Corps. During his service Capodanno
established a reputation for selfless dedication to the men, shar-
ing their hardships and working for their spiritual and practical welfare. Capodanno
was so beloved by the men that he acquired the moniker “The Grunt Padre.”

Father Capodanno catered to the men of all faiths. His dedication to the common
men—the “grunts”—became legendary. He regularly accompanied his fellow Marines
on marches and into action, even when that sort of risk-taking was rare. “l want to be
available in the event anything serious occurs,” he explained, “to learn firsthand the
problems of the men, and to give them moral support, to comfort them with my pres-
ence. In addition, | feel | must personally witness how they react under fire—and expe-
rience it myself—to understand the fear they feel.” Capodanno would frequently in-
quire from the regiment’s intelligence officers as to which of the 7th Marines’ compa-
nies was most likely to be engaged and would then seek to embed with them as they
went out on patrol. Capodanno would receive a Bronze Star for his actions with the 7th
Marines in 1966 — a decoration that he made almost no mention of during his life.

On September 4, 1967, Capodanno embedded himself with one of the companies
taking part in the mission. During a bloody firefight, Capodanno repeatedly exposed
himself to retrieve wounded soldiers, deliver last rites, and bring comfort and aid in the
heat of the battle. Capodanno was severely wounded twice and refused treatment or
requests to withdraw. Finally, going to aid a wounded medical corpsman under enemy
fire, he was killed in action. His posthumous Medal of Honor was presented to his fami-
ly on January 7, 1969.
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