OUR MEETINGS

Our Assembly meets on
the 3™ Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church -
Richardson, TX starting at
7:30 PM. Dinner served
7:00 PM.

Months with social
events have no business
meeting.

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS

Council # 6402
Good Shepherd Catholic
Church

Council # 8954
St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

Council #9337
Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church

Council # 10646
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

Council # 12300
St. Anthony's Catholic
Church

Council # 16546
Mother of Perpetual
Help Catholic Parish
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT

God has a special purpose for our lives, if we allow
Him to make and mold us into that plan. It is possi-
ble to have rich spiritual blessings when one's life
is centered on God's plan.

The Bible speaks of a Nation that refused to follow
Him, God said: “Look, as the clay is in the Potter's
hands, so are you, in My hands" (Jeremiah Faithful Captain
186) SK Felix Ogbeide

The Creator, knows what it takes to make His chil-
dren Happy. Even if it was possible to coerce Him
into exchanging His plans for ours (which is impos-
sible). The sense of total satisfaction and special
reward would be missing because that can only come from being
in His perfect will.

James 4.8 says: "Draw nigh to God, He will draw nigh to us".
To know God personally, requires quiet time alone, praising, pray-
ing, meditating, and listening to him always.

Jesus wants us to know His desires and plans for us. Discovering
and walking in his choosing path is the secret to a long purposeful
life on earth.

God wants us to worship Him, not only in our devotional times,
but the entire day. Sir Knights, let us surrender our lives to God,
because He loves us enough to die on the cross, to pay for our
sins. Therefore, from the bottom of our hearts, we should allow
God to have his way in our lives because He is the Potter and we
are the clay. It does not matter if we are young or old, it is never
to late to set our hearts to follow Jesus Christ for the rest of our
days.
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: by SK Deacon Randy Wilson
Be Merciful as your Father is Merciful

Luke’s gospel, 6: 27-38 is in the middle of his “Sermon of the Plain” mov-
ing from the Beatitudes to an assessment of life before God. Jesus pre-
sents us with some most difficult requests; “Love your enemies, do good
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who
mistreat you. To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the
other one as well, and from the person who takes your cloak, do not
withhold even your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of you, and from
the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.”

|”

He is asking us to, “Be merciful just as your Father is mercifu
would like them to treat you.”

and “Treat others as you

We may ask ourselves; how can | do this? The answer is, we can’t, at least not on our own,
we must allow God to guide us.

Jesus instructs His disciples to abandon a view that many would consider practical and rea-
sonable to adapting one that could be considered impractical or perhaps foolish. Imagine be-
ing in the crowd, you had just heard Jesus’ lists of blessings and woes (the Beatitudes), which
you may still be processing, and now you hear him say something about loving your enemies
followed by other challenging instructions. Wow, how can | do this? Who will take the first
step?

The image of God the disciples had was a God who was very just but also punished those
who didn’t do what he asked of them. Jesus is changing this image, teaching them, as well as

those in the crowd and all of us.

It’s OK to love those who love you and take care of those who care for you, Jesus is inviting us
to be something more, inviting us to go beyond focusing on ourselves and openly receive this
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 2)

wonderful gift that provides us with His life-giving spirit. A spirit that helps us temper nega-
tive responses.

There are times we may feel compelled and believe we have earned a right to strike back; we
must let the spirit guide us along a different path. Perhaps we need to swallow our pride, re-
lax, and ask for guidance.

The “Sermon on the Plain” is challenging, it was meant to be. Jesus is directing us towards
Himself; enriching our faith through the understanding of His grace, compassion, and love.
Helping us to realize that “Just as we bear the image of the earthly one, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly one.”

Are His teachings difficult? Yes they are, but all journeys start with the first step. We are

asked to take that first step, we belong to the last Adam, we belong to Jesus, may His ways be
our ways.

God Bless
Deacon Randy

FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER’S REPORT

Greetings brothers. Please submit your dues if you have not already
done so. Many dues have not been paid. This is the main way our as-
sembly earns to operate. Also, | will be stepping down from Faithful
Comptroller at the end of this June to return to school full-time, so
please step forward if you can donate about 2 hours of your time
each month. That's all this position takes! It's been a blessing.

Vivat Jesus!
SK Robert Finley, Faithful Comptroller
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FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT

An alarming story from the UK, summarized below, highlights the true
struggle that Christian clergy, ministries, lay leadership, schools and or-
ganizations face in the current political climate across the world. Let us
all remain committed in our country, in action and in prayer, to the free
and unfettered constitutional right to freedom of religion, association,
and speech; that this degree of active persecution of the Catholic
Church and its separated, faithful brethren is successfully opposed,
and such rights as we are entitled to here are upheld throughout the
world.

In 2019, Rev. Dr. Bernard Randall, an ordained minister of the Church of England and the
school chaplain at Trent College in Derbyshire, England, gave a sermon in the school chapel in
which he explained to his young students, all of whom were aged 11 to 17, what the Church
of England's historical teachings are on marriage, sexuality and gender. He reminded them
they are not required to embrace the claims of activists, that they are entitled under English
law to believe what they wish on such issues, and that they may accept church teaching. He
also stated "there should be no discrimination, no one should be attacked personally... but

there are issues where there's disagreement."

The school leadership took exception to the sermon, interrogated him, told him that his be-
liefs were "irrelevant"” and that his sermon had hurt some people's feelings. They suspended
him and subsequently fired him for gross misconduct. He was also reported to the govern-
ment's counterterrorism watchdog by his school and blacklisted as a "safeguarding risk" to

children by his diocese because of his sermon.
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FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT : (cont. from pg. 4)

Randall was reinstated following appeal, but his reinstatement came with conditions which
forbade him to express "any topic or express any opinion... that is likely to cause offense or
distress to members of the school body" and to obtain prior approval from the school regard-
ing the themes and content of his sermons. Randall was furloughed during the pandemic,
never restored to full-time hours, and ultimately laid off in 2020.

Randall said that his diocese also investigated him following his sermon. Rather than sup-
porting him, the diocese deemed him a risk to children because of his views. He said that the
investigating officer deemed "the Church itself as a risk factor," acknowledging that portions

of scripture and church liturgy supported Randall's position.

In 2022, Randall filed claims of harassment, discrimination, victimization and for compensa-
tion for unfair dismissal on the grounds of his Christian beliefs against Trent College. He lost
the case. The government watchdog ultimately determined that he did not pose a terrorist

threat.

Sources: material from Fox News and BBC reports

SK Bryan Finley,— Faithful Pilot
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COLOR CORPS REPORT
Faithful Color Corps Commander’s report — April 2023
We had one Color Corps event in March. A Funeral Rosary and Mass

at St. Joseph Parish in Richardson, for SK Roger Flesch who passed
away at the age of 87 and was a member of our assembly.

We continue to solicit both new and long-time members of the As-
sembly to consider joining us in the Color Corps.

Viva Christo Rey
SK Bob Fries, PFN
Color Corps Commander

bobfries@posteo.net

AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING
Our next meeting will be on May 16th.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
23 Sylvester A. Irab
3 Christian Argel 15 Gregory J. Michniak YINESTEN &, At ot
‘ 16 David M. DeAnda 24 Joseph M. Olickan Sr
Jeronimo Cavazos 25 Rev Marcus M. Chiidozie
. 18 Gregory J. Hawley
9 Joseph M. Olickan Jr _ 25 Bernard E. Ryan
11 Daniel P. Dunn & Todd W. White 26 Dacon Jack Hopkins
12 Nhan Doan 21 Charles G. Milkiewicz )8 el O
23 Robert W. Fries Jr
12 Jorge F. Gonzalez 30 Fernando Lopez Jr
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PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: By SK Bryan Finley - Faithful Pilot

Our Current Military Leaders of the Catholic Faith

Lloyd Austin United States Secretary of Defense

Lloyd Austin, 69, is a retired US Army four-star general who serves as the 28th United States
secretary of defense. Nominated by President Joe Biden, he is the first African American to
serve in that role. Austin was raised by a devout Catholic mother and remains practicing.

Martin E Dempsey General and former Joint Chief of Staff

Martin Edward Dempsey, 70, served as the 18th chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and is a
retired US Army general who also previously served as the Chief of Staff of the Army. He at-
tended John S Burke Catholic High School in New York and holds a master’s degree in litera-
ture from Duke University, writing his thesis on the Irish literary revival. He has given a lecture
on faith in geopolitics for the Duke Catholic Center at the Thomas International Centre.

Joseph Dunford General and former chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff

General Joseph Francis Dunford Jr, 66, served as the 19th chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the nation’s highest-ranking military officer, and the principal military adviser to the presi-
dent, secretary of defense and National Security Council from 2015 to 2019. A native of Bos-
ton, he graduated from Saint Michael’s College and was commissioned in 1977. In 2020, he
headlined the Celebration of the Priesthood dinner, an annual event that honors the nearly
540 active and senior priests in good standing across Greater Boston.

Mark Milley Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Mark Milley, 64, has served as the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the US Armed Forc-
es since his appointment by Donald Trump in 2019. He previously served as the 39th chief of
staff of the Army from 2015 to 2019, and held multiple command and staff positions in eight
divisions and special forces throughout his military career, serving in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iraq
and Afghanistan. Milley is of Irish descent and was raised in a Catholic family.

Source: The Catholic Herald, October 21, 2022
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