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MOTHER TERESA 
St. Teresa of Calcutta 

OUR MEETINGS 

Our Assembly meets on 

the 3rd Tuesday of most 

months in the Upper 

Room located at  St. Jo-

seph’s Catholic Church - 

Richardson, TX starting at 

7:30 PM. Dinner served 

7:00 PM. 

Months with social 

events may have no busi-

ness meeting. 

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS 
 

Council # 6402 

Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church 
 

Council # 8954 

St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church 
 

Council # 9337 

Our Lady of the Lake     
Catholic Church 
 

Council # 10646 

Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church 
 

Council # 12300 

St. Anthony's Catholic 
Church 
 

Council # 16546   

Mother of Perpetual  
Help Catholic Parish 

By Faithful Navigator, S.K. Felix Ogbeide 
One of the very first things we begin to understand about Christianity is how 
the cross is the heart of our faith, and is what makes our faith different from 
every other religion. You must know and understand this in order not to be 
swayed and easily persuaded to abandon the faith. The gospel of the cross is 
what delivers power and wisdom. The cross of Jesus Christ was not an acci-
dent. The cross is not a sign of weakness; It's the genius of God. We need to 
understand the power of Christianity and the wisdom of God delivered by 
the cross. There are stories in the scriptures we need to understand 
before we can understand the power of the cross: 
 

 The story of the serpent and mankind in the Garden of Eden   
 The story of the rod of Moses in Pharaoh's court  

 The brazen serpent in the wilderness  
 

In the first story, man fell for the temptation of the serpent. By obeying the 
serpent, man became the servant of the devil (Romans 6:16), lost his domin-
ion, inherited and rebellious nature of satan and came under the dominion of the kingdom of dark-
ness. Man died, in that he was disconnected from God and his soul became corrupted.  
 
In the second story, we see the rod of Aaron swallowing the rods of the magicians. The rod of Aaron 
became a serpent and it swallowed the enemy's serpents.  
 
The third story was a prophetic parable of Christ on the cross (John 3:14-15). For indeed, Christ the 
rod became a serpent, so that He could become sin for us. The only problem God had with man was 
sin. So, when Jesus went to the cross, He knew that our problem began with sin, so He had to be-
come sin “so that we might become the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor 5:21). He neutralized 
and reversed everything that happened in the Garden. We are to look up to Jesus like they did in the 
wilderness for the salvation of our spirit, soul and body. 
 
Anywhere sin can be and anywhere the effect of sin can reach the cross of Jesus has enough power 
enough to neutralize and reverse it. The cross of Jesus remains the only place where the power of 
sin can be destroyed and also where the power to work above sin can be obtained. It is only by the 
cross that you can be saved from sin. It is the cross that can fix your past, your present and your 
future. The cross of Jesus remains forever the place where the power over sickness and diseases can 
be secured. 
 
Faithful Sir Knights, everything Jesus died for belongs to us now. The cross of Jesus is more than a 
sign; it is the proof of  our redemption and adoption.  Christ crucified is both the wisdom of God and 
the power of God. The cross will forever remain the center of life in the spirit and on this earth.  

 

THE POWER OF THE CROSS 

Faithful Navigator 
SK Felix Ogbeide 
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CAST FROM GEHENNA  (or, The Story of a Scroll, Part II)  

By Faithful Captain, Bryan A. Finley  
 
“Gehenna” was described by Jesus on several occasions in the gospels of Matthew 
and Mark as a place meaning hell, a place to which sinners would be condemned to 
if they continued in their sinful ways.  This term was taken from Old Testament 
scripture and was associated with idolatrous and barbarous events as described in 
II Chronicles. The prophet Jeremiah deplored it and renamed it the Valley of Slaugh-
ter. Yahweh warned the inhabitants it would become a "city of desolation".  
 
 
What you may not know is what the Old Testament Prophets and Jesus were describing and referring to was 
a well-known earthly place with its location as a valley southwest of Jerusalem, not far from the walls of the 
Old City, which developed an evil reputation among Jews for terrible suffering. In more modern times it be-
came a place where garbage and worse would be dumped.  
 
In 1979, archaeologists began excavating in the area that is believed to be ancient Gehenna. In searching the 
foundations of an ancient home, they found what is considered to be one of the oldest bits of surviving 
scripture ever found, more than 400 years older than the Dead Sea Scrolls, dating from the time just before 
the destruction of the Temple of Solomon in 586 B.C. The scorched ground yielded two rolled-up silver amu-
lets. When painstakingly unfurled over the course of more than a year, the text was eventually revealed, and 
it was almost verbatim to the Bible verses: 
 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you! 
The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 

The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
This is the priestly blessing, one Jewish parents recite for their children each Friday night, a fervent prayer for 
the future. Perhaps the oldest record of scripture that exists in the world is a blessing of peace from ancient 
times that is still prayed today, and that we often see quoted and hear occasionally at the closing of Mass.  
 
In this case the prayer was literally “snatched from hell”. The scrolls are on display to this day in the Israel 
Museum.  
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FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT—by SK Ricky Brown 

Join us at St. Anthony in Wylie on April 20th for a special event celebrating corporate 
communion and aiding in flag retirement. As Knights of Columbus, our commitment 
to serving God, our community, and our country is unwavering. 
 
We proudly stand as guardians of our nation's values, striving to uphold the ideals 
that strengthen America. Let us honor our country's flag with reverence, symbolizing 
the unity and diversity that define us. 
 
May our actions be guided by the spirit of patriotism, inspiring positive change and 
ensuring that the flame of freedom shines brightly for future generations. 
 

 

 

Special Insert: Prayer Request 

Faithful Friar S.K. Dcn. Randy Wilson 

Sir Knights, our Friar is recovering from shoulder surgery. Please 

keep him in your prayers for a full and complete recovery. He plans 

to return to his column very soon.  
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COMPTROLLER’S COMMUNICATION 

By Faithful Comptroller S.K. Ed Lopez 

Anyone who is caring for a loved one suffering from dementia is invited to join us every 
month for our support meeting.  

St. Joseph Catholic Church Caregiver Support Group 
600 S. Jupiter Rd. Richardson, TX 75081 

Meets 2nd Friday at 7:00 PM 

Do you have the Minutes to win it?  

In February 2021, several councils held online meetings. Why was this the case? 
a. There was a scheduling conflict at multiple parishes 
b. It was too hot 
c. The roads were frozen 
d. None of the above 
 
Did you get it? If you don't remember, see the minutes from March & April of 2021 on the Minutes Library on the website. Con-
tact the Webmaster if you need help getting into the site, and for the answer, see the next newsletter.  
 
Vivat Jesus!      ~Faithful Scribe SK Robert Finley~ 

AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE— MTASSEMBLY2506.ORG—If you have an event scheduled in your coun-

cil or parish, it can be listed there as well. Please email the webmaster to include your Coun-

cil’s event on the home page calendar.  

SCRIBE’S NOTES 

http://mtassembly2506.org/
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HISTORIC KNIGHT OF THE MONTH -  Babe Ruth 

George Herman “Babe” Ruth Jr. (1895 – 1948) aka the “Bambino” was a Major League Baseball player 
from 1914 through 1935. Ruth was best known as an outfielder for the New York Yankees, where he helped 
them win seven American League Pennants and four World Series. He set the MLB home run record of 60 
in 1927 (which stood for 34 years) and his career total of 714 stood until Hank Aaron beat it in 1974. Ruth 
was in the first class of the Baseball Hall of Fame.  

His path to becoming a baseball legend started in the rough working-class streets of Baltimore, in a German 
immigrant family. As a result of poor behavior and a difficult environment, he was sent to St. Mary’s Industri-
al School for Boys, a place where there was strict discipline and a focus on study and developing work skills 
(Ruth learned to be a carpenter and shirtmaker). He started playing baseball at St. Mary’s, encouraged by 
Brother Matthias Boultier, whom Ruth admired and emulated in running and hitting technique.  

                                                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth (top row, center) at St. Mary's Industrial School for Boys in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1912 

Ruth developed his skills as a hitter and pitcher at St. Mary’s and in other leagues Baltimore, often garner-
ing the attention of the press, which led to his career in baseball.  

It seems that Babe Ruth never fully outgrew his life of poor behavior. However, despite living a life of some 
excesses, Ruth was a life-long Catholic and became a well-known member of the Knights of Columbus. He 
would visit orphanages, schools, and hospitals throughout his life. Though often seeking publicity for his 
sport, he performed charity quietly, not seeking attention. He remembered St. Mary’s, supporting the school 
and Brother Matthias for many years.  
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COLOR CORPS REPORT  

By Color Corps Commander S.K. Bob Fries, P.F.N. 

As of this date we have participated in two Color Corps events since my last re-
port.   

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Plano:  February 17, 2024 

Corporate Communion and dinner after Mass:  Four MTA Color Corps members 
turned out for this event alongside those from Assembly 2266 in Plano. 

 

Sacred Heart Parish, Rowlett:   March 2, 2024 

Ladies Appreciation Night hosted by Council 10646.  The Color Corps did honors at the Procession and Re-
cession at the 5:30 PM Mass, followed by the dinner in appreciation for our Ladies.  Six members of the MTA 
Color Corps attended, assisted by three members from other Assemblies in our area.   

 

Upcoming Turn outs…. 

 

The MTA Color Corps was requested by our assembly for the Flag Retirement Ceremony on April 20th at St 
Anthony Parish in Wylie, TX.  Assembly 1097 has asked to observe and assist in this event as they prepare to 
have a similar ceremony in their area.  Other assemblies have also committed additional assistance. 

 

 

Viva Christo Rey 

SK Bob Fries, PFN 

Color Corps Commander 

bobfries@posteo.net 
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By Faithful Pilot S.K. Ricky Brown 
 

 

John Basilone was a United States Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant who is best known for his heroic actions during World War II. 

He was born on November 4, 1916, in Buffalo, New York, and he became a legendary figure in the Marine Corps for his bravery and 

selflessness. He was also a member of Knight of Columbus and honored by name by Council 9111 in California. 

Basilone is most famous for his actions during the Battle of Guadalcanal in 1942. He was in charge of two machine gun sections and 

held off waves of Japanese soldiers with his small unit, preventing the enemy from breaking through their defensive line. For his 

extraordinary heroism and valor, he was awarded the Medal of Honor. 

After returning to the United States and receiving the Medal of Honor, John Basilone became a symbol of American heroism and 

was used in war bond drives to raise money for the war effort. However, he chose to return to combat rather than stay in the Unit-

ed States as a war hero. He was later killed in action on Iwo Jima on February 19, 1945, while serving during the invasion of that 

island. 

John Basilone's life and actions have been the subject of books, documentaries, and even a television miniseries, "The Pacific," pro-

duced by HBO. His bravery and dedication to his fellow Marines have made him an enduring symbol of heroism and selflessness in 

the U.S. military. 

PATRIOT OF THE MONTH:  John Basilone, U.S. Marine Corps 
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Worthy Sir Knights, the time to Unite is Now! We must place behind any envy, 
jealousy, or prejudice we might have towards any of our brother Knights. If you as 
a brother are not willing to do so, then you might want to think twice about con-
tinuing to be a Knight or think about attending a church retreat thus focusing on 
renewing your faith, which in most cases will help you become a better Knight, 
and a better Catholic. Remember that Unity is one of our principals, and it was 
added for a reason.  

UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL was first tossed by John Dickinson, who is 
known as one of the founding Fathers of Our Country. This concept is in the lyrics 
of the Liberty Song, written by John Dickinson… “By uniting we stand, by dividing 
we fall.” 

If you are in a leadership position, ask your brother Knights for help, do not de-
mand anything, and remember we are part of a non-profit charitable organization 
made up of volunteers who can choose not to be part of the Knights. Leaders 
should always mentor other members. Leaders should not be rude or conde-
scending. Leaders should always admit to their mistakes and learn from them. 
Leaders should carry themselves in such a manner that others are inspired to be 
like them. Leaders should always lead by example and not be afraid to get their 
hands dirty. Let God Lead You Where He Needs You, I learned this from my lovely 
wife. 

Remember as Knights we are here to serve, not to be served. Vivat Jesus!  

 

SK Rick Guzman, Faithful Admiral 

FAITHFUL ADMIRAL’S REPORT 


