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A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  F A I T H F U L  F R I A R  
Dear Brother Knights, 
 
We have entered our Lenten journey. Lest we can get caught up in the externals of Lent 
forgetting the purpose of the season, it is good to remind ourselves of its central purpose. Lent is 
certainly more than external symbols of ashes, processions and palms. It is certainly more than 
giving up candy, the Friday Fish Fries … or cheese pizza.  
The central purpose of the Lent season is to help us draw closer to God. To help us set our 
hearts on this Lenten journey look at the Gospel of the First Sunday of Lent (Matthew 4:1-
11), The Temptation of Jesus.  
“Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.” Jesus’ heart was open to 
the Spirit and willingly lead into the desert, a lonely and dangerous place, to be tempted by the 
devil. In other words, Jesus willingly went into the desert to know our weaknesses. In this 
event, Christ is calling us too to go open our hearts to the Spirit to know and recognize the 
desert that is our weaknesses and sinfulness.  
“Command that these stones become loaves of bread.” Bread represents nourishment that 
satisfies our hunger, and it also means those things what provide false satisfaction. In our day, 
we command, demand and expect immediate satisfaction or gratification. Only God’s word can 
provide us true nourishment, satisfaction and fulfilment. God, who is love, should be the 
deepest longing of our hearts. 
“With their hands they (the Angels) will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone.” 
These words are test our sense of security, trust and reliance. There is no home security system, 
GPS, government agency, insurance police, amount of money or medical intervention that can 
provide true security in life. In the end, no matter what happens, our lives are in God’s loving 
and divine Providence.  
“The devil … showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their magnificence.” This is about 
the illusions of power and authority we think we have over people, situations or even our own 
lives. Whatever power or authority we think we might have, in the end, it’s not about what we 
think we have or possess. Do we recognize the presence of God in the lives of other people? Do 
we recognize the presence of God in our own lives? Recognize the God’s presence in the lives of 
other, God’s Divine Providence and action in the daily situations of life and even in our own 
lives should humble us to bend the knee and worship the Almighty God of wonder who fills 
our hearts with joy! It’s not about us and what we think, plan or want. Our lives should be 
about God’s mission.    
 
Lent is about focusing on God and letting God fill the void of our lives. Let God be God to 
make us whole. I pray that you and your loved ones have a grace filled Lenten experience. 
 
Fr. Dennis C. Callan, SVD 
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Happy March Hillinger!  May the Shamrocks be with you all this month!   St. Patrick’s Day highlights 
this month during the “Ides of March” with Parades, Irish dancers, Corned Beef and Cabbage dinners, 
Bailey’s, Jamerson’s, and the Shannon Rovers!  It is also the month of many Saint Joseph’s Day tables 
at our churches. So, enjoy the holidays!   
 
Lent is here and we focus on Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  Reconciliation, attending Lenten 
Missions, retreats, give a gift card to our parish mission partner, and attending the Stations of the 
Cross.  Also visiting a few churches on Holy Thursday, the start of the Triduum during Holy Week.  
Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil are all on my radar every year.  Please consider these activities to 
help yourself have a good Lent this year. I always feel the need to do every one of these things, so I 
might not so much be giving things up for Lent, but what I can do more of during Lent are my goals!  
Fun activities during this Lenten season can be:  Where will we go to eat on Fridays for a Fish Fry?  
How about the Knights of Columbus sponsored fish fry at St. Norbert Parish in Northbrook on March 
31?  Another possibility is the weekly Queen of Peace Council fish fry in Lake Zurich.  I love a good 
fish fry! Have a Blessed Lent. 
 
At our March meeting on Monday the 20th we will have our annual Pasta Dinner/Seminarian/New 
Candidate night at 6:00pm at St. Catherine Laboure in the cafeteria.  We will present five $500 checks 
to four Seminarians and a sister to be that evening prior to our 7:30 business meeting.  Please attend 
this wonderful event to honor these young people with a bit of monetary help towards their vocations 
on the long road ahead, giving their lives to the Lord, to the Church, and to us! 
 
Soon it will be the time of year that your assembly PFNs will be meeting for the Nominating 
committee Caucus at the end of this month.  The purpose is to identify one or two individuals that 
would be interested in becoming an officer for the 2023-24 fraternal year.  Someone willing to make the 
journey up the chairs.  This is a very rewarding experience!   Please help us by taking a leadership role 
in this Assembly.   If this is something you as a Sir Knight is interested in, please contact the Worthy 
Admiral, Wayne Bernacki at his email address wmb16@sbcglobal.net  
 
Plans are already on the way for the Monday August 21st golf outing at Chevy Chase Country Club in 
Wheeling.  Gentlemen we need your participation to make this fund raiser a successful event.  We 
need:   Hole sponsors, gifts, auction items, helpers, and 60 to 80 players for a shot gun start.  Your day 
will include – 18 holes of golf and cart, Lunch, and Buffet dinner, prizes of all kinds!  Qualify for a 
chance to win $250K Hole in One shot on a par 3-hole TBA.  Price is still TBA.  So, Save the Date!   
For information:  Contact Ray Kimoto. His email – raykimoto@gmail.com  
 
Who was it that said March comes in like a Lion and goes out like a lamb?  I always was curious about 
that!  Is this a weather trend for English teachers?  Ha Ha!  Well, the Lion means another busy month 
for Hillinger Assembly again! We are back! 
Vivat Jesus! 
Sincerely, 
Kevin LeFevre, FN 
Mobile-847-703-0102 
Email- eyeump@icloud.com  
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E S ! ! !  
M A R C H  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3  

•  P A S T A  N I G H T / S E M I N A R I A N / C A N D I D A T E S ’  N I G H T  
 
A P R I L  4 ,  2 0 2 3  

•  I L L I N O I S  C O N S O L I D A T E D  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N  
 
A U G U S T  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3  

•  B I S H O P  H I L L I N G E R  3 R D  A N N U A L  G O L F  O U T I N G  
* * * P L E A S E  C O N S I D E R  D O N A T I N G  A  S I L E N T  A U C T I O N  

P R I Z E  A N D  A  H O L E  S P O N S O R S H I P * * *  

 
 

C O L O R  C O R P S  N E W S  
S A V E  T H E  D A T E S ! ! !  

 
M A R C H  1 1 ,  2 0 2 3  

•  S T .  P A T R I C K ’ S  D A Y  P A R A D E  
 

M A R C H  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3  
•  C O N F I R M A T I O N  M A S S  H O N O R  G U A R D  -                          

S T .  C A T H E R I N E  L A B O U R E  3 5 3 5  T H O R N W O O D  A V E . ,  G L E N V I E W  
A R R I V E  1 0 : 3 0 A . M .                         1 1 : 0 0 A . M .  S T A R T  T I M E  

 
A P R I L  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3  

•  C H I C A G O  A D A P T I V E  S P O R T S  C O L O R  G U A R D  –  
C A M E L O T  P A R K  B U I L D I N G  1 0 0 5  E .  S U F F I E L D  D R .   

A R L I N G T O N  H E I G H T S  
A R R I V E  5 : 3 0 P . M .                           6 : 3 0 P . M .  S T A R T  T I M E  

 
A P R I L  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3  

•  S P R E A D  C O N F I R M A T I O N  M A S S  H O N O R  G U A R D  –            
S T  A L P H O N S U S  L I G U O R I  4 1 1 W H E E L I N G  R D  P R O S P E C T  H E I G H T S  
A R R I V E  1 0 :  3 0 A . M .                        1 1 : 0 0 A . M .  S T A R T  T I M E  

 

 



KNOW YOUR FAITH 
 
Feast of St. Patrick (March 17)  
The Feast of St. Patrick is a cultural and religious celebration held on 17 
March, the traditional death date of Saint Patrick (c. A.D. 385–461), the 
foremost patron saint of Ireland. Saint Patrick's Day was made an official 
Christian feast day in the early 17th century and is observed by the 
Catholic Church. St. Patrick is historically recognized  as the Christian 
Bishop who converted the island of Ireland to Christianity. Celebrations 
generally involve public parades and festivals, céilís, and the wearing of 
green attire or shamrocks. Historically the Lenten restrictions on eating 
and drinking alcohol were lifted for the day. 

 
 

 
 
Feast of St. Joseph (March 19) 
St. Joseph's Day is a Roman Catholic feast day commemorating the 
life of the earthly father of Jesus and husband of Mary. This day is 
celebrated each year on March 19. Many people — especially those 
of Italian descent — observe the day as a holiday. In Sicily, where 
Saint Joseph is regarded by many as their Patron saint, and in many 
Italian-American communities, thanks are given to Saint Joseph for 
preventing a famine in Sicily during the Middle Ages. Families 
build altars in their houses dedicated to St. Joseph or tables served 
with meatless dishes as the date occurs during the Lent season.  

 
 

 
 
Annunciation of the Lord 
The Feast of the Annunciation, commemorates the visit of the 
Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, during which he informed 
her that she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
It is celebrated on 25 March each year. In the Roman Catholic 
Church, when 25 March falls during the Paschal Triduum, it is 
transferred forward to the first suitable day during Eastertide. It is 
a major Marian feast, classified as a solemnity in the Catholic 
Church. Two examples in liturgical Christianity of the importance 
attached to the Annunciation are the Angelus prayer, and the 
event's position as the first Joyful Mystery of the Rosary. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



S E M I N A R I A N  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

 
J O S H U A  P O L A R K  

 
Bir thdate–August  25 
Home Town –Fox  Lak e 
Favor i te  Sain t–St.  Therese  o f  L is i eux,  S t .  Thomas Aquinas  
Pr ies t  Aspir at ions–Sharing the Gospe l ,  po in ting the way to  Jesus  
Par ish –St .  Gi lber t–Gr ayslake  
 
“ I  r ece ived the sacr aments  as  a k id,  bu t  never  pr ac tic ed or  r eal l y  unders tood the 
fa i th  on  my own.  I  bought in to  th e  modern mindset  that  re l i gi on  was  at  bes t  
unnec essar y  or  a t  wors t  a  deceptive ,  ther apeut ic  personal  cho ice .  However ,  
dur ing my fr eshman year  o f  co l l ege  at  Michigan,  I  found two conver ging 
movements .  Fir s t ,  I  rea l l y  s tar ted to  ques t ion  whether  the  l i fe  I  was  l i v ing and 
saw  o thers  l i v ing  was  mor al ly  good,  and in  par a l le l  I  was  in tr oduced  to  the  
wr i t ing of  S t  Thomas Aqu inas  by a  fr iend.  Onc e I  s tar ted  seeing  the Church ’s  
teac hing on  fa i th  and r eason and reading the f i ve  ways ,  I  ac tual ly  consc i ous ly  
be l i eved in  God for  th e  f i r st  t ime,  and began to  seek  the mer cy and f or giveness  
o f  that  God .  Then I  began to  s tar t  pr aying,  learn ing more  and mor e about God  
an d the Cathol ic  Church,  and  bec ame conv inced of  the  tru th  of  the  fa i th .  Af ter 
developing a bas ic  pr ayer  l i fe ,  I  began to  fal l  in  love  w i th  Jesus ,  and fe l t  a  tug 
in  my hear t  an d per s is tence  in  my pr ayer  l i fe  to  consider  the  pr i es thood af ter  I  
gr aduated.  I  began to  fo l l ow th ose  pul l s ,  and i t  led  me to  Mundelein ! ”  
 
P lease  at tend the  M arch 20th  Seminar ian and  Pas ta n ight to  meet  Joshua as  th e  
Assembly presents  h im a $500  check .  
 
For  more in for mation  about the  l i f e  o f  Joshua please  go  to :   
h t tps : / /usml . edu/seminar ian/ j oshua-po lark /   

 
 
 
 
 

https://usml.edu/seminarian/joshua-polark/


 
A S S E M B L Y  N E W S  

 

U.S.  GUIDON 
 

T H R O U G H O U T  H I S T O R Y ,  A R M I E S  H A V E  C A R R I E D  F L A G S .   F L A G S  P R O V I D E  A  
S I N C E  O F  I D E N T I T Y  F O R  A  U N I T  T O  B U I L D  P R I D E  A N D  M O R A L E .   T H I S  I S  T H E  
R E G U L A T I O N  C A V A L R Y  G U I D O N  T H A T  W A S  C A R R I E D  B Y  M O U N T E D  U N I O N  
T R O O P S  I N  T H E  C I V I L  W A R .  I T  U S U A L L Y  W O U L D  B E  " C U S T O M I Z E D "  B Y  
P L A C I N G  A  T R O O P  L E T T E R  O R  O T H E R  D E S I G N A T O R  I N S I D E  T H E  C I R C L E  O F  
G O L D E N  S T A R S .  T H E  U . S .  C A V A L R Y  L A T E R  U S E D  G U I D O N S  I N  T H E  P L A I N S  
I N D I A N  W A R S .  I N  F A C T ,  T H E  C A V A L R Y  W A S  T H E  L A S T  O F  T H E  T H R E E  
B R A N C H E S  O F  S E R V I C E  O F  T H E  U . S .  A R M Y  T O  C A R R Y  T H E  S T A R S  A N D  
S T R I P E S  I N T O  B A T T L E .  T H I S  W A S  A L S O  O N E  O F  T H E  T H R E E  F L A G S  T H A T  
C O L O N E L  G E O R G E  A .  C U S T E R  A N D  T H E  S E V E N T H  C A V A L R Y  C A R R I E D  A T  T H E  
B A T T L E  O F  L I T T L E  B I G  H O R N .  
T H E  U .  S .  A R M Y  R E G U L A T I O N S  O F  1 8 6 1  C A L L E D  F O R  I N F A N T R Y  R E G I M E N T S  
T O  C A R R Y  T W O  F L A G S ,  T H E  N A T I O N A L  C O L O R S  A N D  T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  
C O L O R S .    B O T H  W E R E  N E A R L Y  S I X  F E E T  S Q U A R E ,  M A D E  O F  S I L K ,  A N D  
F R I N G E D  I N  Y E L L O W  S I L K .   T H E  R E G U L A T I O N S  C A L L E D  F O R  E M B R O I D E R E D  
W H I T E  S T A R S  A N D  E M B R O I D E R E D  U N I T  D E S I G N A T I O N S  O N  T H E  C E N T E R  S T R I P E  
O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  C O L O R S .   I N  P R A C T I C E ,  S I L V E R  A N D  G O L D  P A I N T  O F T E N  
S U B S T I T U T E D  F O R  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N  E M B R O I D E R Y .  S I N C E  S I L V E R  P A I N T  
T E N D E D  T O  T A R N I S H ,  I T  W A S  A B A N D O N E D  I N  F A V O R  O F  G O L D .   N O  P A T T E R N  
W A S  S E T  F O R  T H E  P L A C E M E N T  O F  S T A R S  O N  T H E  F L A G  A N D  T H E Y  A P P E A R E D  
I N  R O W S ,  C I R C L E S  A N D  O V A L S .   T H E R E  W A S  L I T T L E  S T A N D A R D I Z A T I O N  A N D  
M A N U F A C T U R E S  M A D E  F L A G S  A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E I R  O W N  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  
T H E  R E G U L A T I O N S .  
 

 
 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  F R A N K  K U R A S H  
O N  W I N N I N G  T H E  U . S .  C A V A L R Y  G U I D O N !  



 
Most Rev. SK Ronald Hicks celebrating Mass 
*photo courtesy of Ben Tchaou 
 

F E B R U A R Y  1 1  E X E M P L I F I C A T I O N  
 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  A L L  T H E  N E W  S I R  K N I G H T S  O F  T H E  N O R T H E R N  
I L L I N O I S  D I S T R I C T  A N D  T O  O U R  6  N E W  B R O T H E R  S I R  K N I G H T S  O F  B I S H O P  

H I L L I N G E R  A S S E M B L Y !  W E L C O M E  A B O A R D !  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Souvenir Booklet prominently displayed before dinner 
banquet                                                                                     
*photo courtesy of Ben Tchaou 

 

 
Northern Illinois District Color Corps Mass processional 
*photo courtesy of Ben Tchaou 
 

 
Candidates receiving lunch before Exemplification           
*photo courtesy of Ben Tchaou 
 
 
 

 
Class of 2023 Joliet Diocese                                                                        
*photo courtesy of PFN Wayne Bernacki 
 



P F N  &  C L A S S  H O N O R E E S  N I G H T  
 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  I M M E D I A T E  P A S T  F A I T H F U L  N A V I G A T O R  W A Y N E  
B E R N A C K I  O N  H I S  H O N O R S  A N D  R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  S E R V I C E  T O  T H E  

A S S E M B L Y !   
 

 
PFN Wayne Bernacki affixing his name on the Past Faithful Navigators plaque  

*photo courtesy of SK Arthur Tluczek 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  F A I T H F U L  C O M P T R O L L E R  R O B E R T  B U K O W S K I ,  
P F N  M A R K  C R I B B E N ,  &  P F N  T H O M A S  Z I M A ,  O N  R E C E I V I N G  T H E  

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  A W A R D  F O R  T H E I R  M A N Y  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  
T O  T H E  A S S E M B L Y !  

 
Class Honorees Robert Bukowski(left), Mark Cribben(center), 

Thomas Zima(right) receiving the Distinguished Service Award  
*photo courtesy of PFN Wayne Bernacki                                 



News le t ter  Edi tor  
M y f e l low Sir  Kn ights ,  thank you f or  your  c on tinued c ontr ibuti ons  to  our  
Assembly Newsle t ter !  I  have been ge t t ing more c ompl iments ;  th ank you and do  
p l ease  share  wi th  others  about the  gr eat  news fr om our  Assembly and Or der !  
Remember  to  p lease  send me your  ar t ic l es  at  leas t  a  couple  o f  days  before  the 
end of  each  month  so  that  I  can  inc lude  i t  fo r  the  upcoming  month.  V ivat  Jesus !  

-  SK Juan Huer ta,  PFN  
 
M ar quette  Pr ov inc e  — Nor thern I l l inoi s  D is tr ic t  
Fr om  t he  Of f i ce  o f  M a ste r  Alex a n der  E .  Te nn a nt :  
Wor thies  a l l :  Thank you f or  your  at tendanc e and  
suppor t  in  the  r ec ent Jo l ie t  Exempl i f i c at ion .  We  
welcomed 123 new S ir  Kn ights  in to  the  4t h  Degree   
and the M ass  was  beaut i fu l ly  c e lebr ated by  the M os t   
Rev.  SK Ronald Hicks .  The next  Exempli f i c ati on  i s   
sc hedu led for  Satur day,  M ay 20,  2023 at  S t .  Dan ie l   
th e  Pr ophet Ch urch in  Chic ago.  Please  make p lans   
and help us  r ecrui t  more  Brother  Kn ights  in to  our   
4 t h  Degree .  Thank you for  al l  that  you  do!  
 

For information concerning the Northern Illinois District of the Fourth Degree, 
visit http://www.4thdegreeillinoisdistrict1.com 

 
 

* * * S i r  K n i g ht s  i nt e re s t e d  i n  p u rc ha s i n g  t h e  4 t h  D e g re e  U ni f o rm  p l e a s e  g o  t o   
h t t ps : / / w w w . k o f c u n i f o rm . c o m / h o m e /  * * *  

 

 
 

***To purchase new service baldric please go to 
https://www.kofcsupplies.com/Category/4thdegreecolorcorps *** 

 
Official Supplier to the Knights of Columbus since 1950 

 

http://www.4thdegreeillinoisdistrict1.com/
https://www.kofcuniform.com/home/
https://www.kofcsupplies.com/Category/4thdegreecolorcorps


Report of the 3rd Degree 
 

• Ave Maria Council #4456 
At February’s Social meeting on February 15,we invited the 2022 Soccer Challenge State competitors 
and their families to our social meeting for a recognition ceremony & some pizza. We thank the 
families for representing our Council, and for their participation and travel to the State Challenge. 
Once again, we have a State Champion and two second place finishers among four players 
representing #4456. Congratulations to all! 
 

2022 Soccer Challenge Girls Results 

 

     
2023 Illinois Girls Soccer Challenge winners                               Ave Maria Council Soccer Challenge Volunteers   *photo courtesy of PFN Wayne Bernacki 
*photo courtesy of PFN Wayne Bernacki                                    left to right(Nasser Rafidia, PFN Rob Maas, PFN  

                       Wayne Bernacki, DD Andy Smolen, SK Eric  
                     Tragarz, SK Jim Gussy, SK Miguel Valdez)  
                   *photo courtesy of PFN Wayne Bernacki 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age Rank               Name        City                                   Council 
9 1st          Daphne Rebollo            Northlake                          4456 
9 2nd          Belle Graves             Dundas                1352 
10 1st          Lauren French             Olney                           1352 
10 2nd          Zoey Licardie             Franklin Park                          4456 
11 1st          Nora McClain             Olney                           1352 
11 2nd          Analisa Kyle             Franklin Park                          4456 



C O M M U N I T Y  EV E N T S  
 

 



 
 

 
L O C A T E D  I N  C H I C A G O ,  I L  6 0 6 2 2  
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OFFICE OF  
STATE DEPUTY 
Stephen G. Mann Springfield, IL 
Mobile: (217) 741-1159 
Email: pgksgm4179@yahoo.com 
 
February 10, 2023  
 
Dear Brothers, 
  
The Illinois State Officers invite you to join them at the 125th Illinois State Convention, April 21-23, 2023, at the Wyndham 
Springfield City Centre Hotel, 700 E. Adams Street, Springfield, IL. 
 
The room rate is $130.00 per night, plus occupancy taxes. This is a special rate for the weekend and includes parking. To 
ensure that you will have a room, we encourage you to pre-register, which you may do ONLINE. The Wyndham has 
provided a direct link; https://bit.ly/KofC2023 This link also appears on the State Website. 
 
If you would prefer you may reserve a room by calling the Wyndham at 1-217-789-1530, enter #1 at the prompt, and tell them 
you are with the Knights of Columbus, Illinois State Council, or 1-877- 999-3223, the block code is 04207027KN. 
 
All State Deputy Banquet and Ladies Luncheon tickets MUST be purchased on the State Website at www.illinoisknights.org  
 
THE RESERVATION “CUT-OFF DATE” IS APRIL 10, 2023. Reservation requests received after the cut-off date will be 
accepted on a space and rate availability basis. If the Knights of Columbus group rate is not available after the cut- off date, the 
prevailing rates will apply for any reservation confirmed. 
 
The Official State Convention begins on Saturday with the general sessions in the morning and afternoon. There will be a 
Welcoming Reception on Friday evening. Mass will be celebrated Saturday evening followed by the State Deputy's Banquet. 
Sunday will be the Main Business Session of the 125th Illinois State Council Convention, including the Election of State 
Officers for the 2023-2024 Fraternal Year. Our ladies will enjoy many activities as well. A time to meet new friends and renew 
relationships with old friends. Entertainment will be provided for your pleasure, and don’t forget the always exciting Ladies 
Fundraiser 
 
We are all looking forward to a great convention and having you there with us. Fraternally, 

 
Stephen G. Mann 

 
 
 
 

Together We Are One 

 

https://bit.ly/KofC2023
http://www.illinoisknights.org/

