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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Faithful Navigator’s report

The month of October was a busy one for us at the MTA.  Our Color Corps participated in various events, 
including the “Living Rosary” held at St. Joseph Catholic Church (p. 11) and the “Fall Exemplification Ceremony” 
held at St. Anthony Catholic Church (p. 15). 

This month’s duties include the important “Memorial Mass and Ceremony” to be held on November 5th at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church.  The mass is one of our scheduled Color Corps events and the ceremony is to take 
place immediately afterwards.  We are scheduled to honor five of our departed Brother Sir Knights:  

• SK Paul Sine. 

• SK Elmer Resko.

• SK Paolo Siciliano.

• SK Anthony Pascarelli.

• SK Ramon Calderon.  

The ceremony is important to us, as we never forget our Brothers and friends  

I am very proud of the recruiting efforts of our membership in adding new Sir Knights to our ranks.  Sixteen 
new Sir Knights have joined the 4th degree so far (p. 13-15).  We are grateful to those who recruited new 
members and welcome our newly-exemplified Brothers as we hope to benefit from their talents and 
participation in future Assembly events.    

Vivat Jesus and Viva Cristo Rey!  God bless!

Robert
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SK Robert Font, 
Faithful Navigator



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Comptroller’s report

Thanks to all for the 16 new Sir Knights.  I cannot tell you how much it means to me to have this 
additional work load.  A word load I am happy to embrace.  It is a number for our Assembly to be 
proud of.  The Spring Exemplification will be in March (information to follow) and we still have work 
to do.  So continue the fine work.  Membership is up to 202.  

“Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.”

Sir Winston Churchill

SK Chester Salacinski,
Faithful Comptroller
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506 –- October thoughts 
by SK Chester Salacinski
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“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will take care of itself.”
Matthew 6:34

November is the month of reflection for all.  At the beginning of the month we have All Saints Day to reflect upon the lives of those 
who have completed the journey to be with the Father.  A journey we are all still making and how we are making this journey 
through life is something we need to reflect on.

Near the middle of the month we have Veteran’s Day.  A time to recognize those who have served and continue to serve our 
country and protect our God given rights and liberty. Freedom must always be protected.

Finally, near the end of the month we have Thanksgiving.  A time for all of us to give thanks for all we have and enjoy.  Family, 
friends, faith, health, liberty, and the list can go on.  Remember to give thanks to Him who has allowed you make the choices you 
have and all the blessings you enjoy.  Regardless of how much or little we have to give thanks for, we are all equal in His eyes.  So 
find an opportunity this month to practice some charity and give something back.

“When you say that a situation or person is hopeless, you are slamming the door on the face of God.” - John Churton Collins



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Principles of the Order; Captain’s corner

MTA 2506 Newsletter November, 2016 6

The article which follows “Mother Teresa Saint of the Streets” was published by the “Knights of Columbus 
Museum” (http://www.kofcmuseum.org/km/en/exhibits/2016/mother-teresa/index.html)

In September 1946, Mother Teresa received her “inspiration” to form a new religious community: “It was 
on this day … God gave me the ‘call within a call’ to satiate the thirst of Jesus by serving Him in the poorest 
of the poor.” This led to the establishment in 1950 of the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, India. By the 
time of her death in in 1997, the religious community had spread to more than 100 other countries and 
Mother Teresa had received as many awards and honorary degrees in recognition of her outreach.

A new display “Mother Teresa: Saint of the Streets” honoring her efforts and the example she provided to 
people around the world is now open as she is universally recognized as a saint in canonization ceremonies 
at the Vatican, Sept. 4, 2016. 

The Knights of Columbus Museum will celebrate the canonization of Mother Teresa of Calcutta with a 
series of events beginning Friday, Sept. 2, 2016. 

SK Rick Bentine, PGK
Faithful Captain

The original of the official canonization portrait will be received at the Museum in a ceremony at 10:15 a.m. Titled “St. Teresa of 
Calcutta: Carrier of God’s Love,” the painting was commissioned as a gift to the Missionaries of Charity, the religious order founded in 
1950 by Mother Teresa. Painted by Chas Fagan, a Yale University alumnus living in North Carolina, the portrait was selected by the 
Mother Teresa Center as the official image that will be draped from the façade of St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City during the Sept. 4 
canonization ceremony. 



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Principles of the Order; Captain’s corner
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“Mother Teresa Saint of the Streets” – Continued
(http://www.kofcmuseum.org/km/en/exhibits/2016/mother-teresa/index.html)

In addition to the painting, the Knights of Columbus has donated more than a million holy cards bearing the official image for 
distribution in St. Peter’s Square on canonization day. Printed at the Knights of Columbus printing plant in New Haven, an 
estimated 500,000 more cards are being printed for distribution by Missionaries of Charity at their various homes and centers. 
The Museum’s display, “Mother Teresa: Saint of the Streets,” continues until Nov. 6; however the original painting is available 
to be viewed for only a limited time. It is to be formally presented at the Mother Teresa Center in Rome at an undetermined 
date.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Admiral’s table
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SK Jorge Gonzalez, PGK, PFN
Faithful Admiral

Sir Knights,
Our Color Corps participated in the Hike for Life Rowlett Saturday October 15th.  The event 
took place at Lake of Springfield park with many participants in attendance.  The hike was 
started with the presentation of colors, SK CCC Don O’Brian and SK John Parker leading us.  
We were also honored to have the 3rd Texas District Master SK Pat Conway turn out with us 
that morning (see page 9).  Father Morris lead us with very inspiring words about protecting 
life from conception to natural death.

Our brothers at Sacred Heart council 10646 prepared some excellent breakfast burritos for 
the hikers (and Color Corps) to enjoy after the hike.

I hope to see many of you at the exemplification on Saturday October 29th at Saint Anthony 
Wylie.  Please attend and show your support to our future MTA Sir Knights.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Admiral’s table - continued
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At the Hike for Life Rowlett; from left to right:  SK Roger Fulton, DCCC;         
SK George Ledbetter; SK John Parker, PFN, PGK; SK Joe Picard, PFN, PGK, 
FDD; SK Pat Conway, District Master, PFN, PGK, FDD; SK Jorge Gonzalez, PFN, 
PGK; SK Billy Kornegay, PGK; SK Don O’Bryan, CCC.

Presentation of the Colors
Photos courtesy of SK Jorge Gonzalez, PFN, PGK



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Color Corps events and Commander’s report

Color Corps Events:

• November 5, 2016; St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Mass before the Memorial 
Ceremony for our departed Sir Knights.  Assembly time: 4:30 P. M.  Event 
time: 5:00 P. M. 

• November 7, 2016; St. Mark Catholic Church.  Funeral Mass for Ms. Frances 
Dougherty.  Assembly time:  9:30 A.M.  Event time:  10:00 A.M.

• November 10, 2016; St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Silver Rose.  Assembly time:  
5:30 P.M.  Event time:  6:00 P.M.

• November 11, 2016; St. Paul the Apostle School in Richardson.  Veteran’s Day 
Parade.  Assembly time:  8:00 A.M.  Event time:  9:00 A.M. 

• November 11, 2016; DFW National Cemetery.  Veteran’s Day Ceremony.  
Assembly time:  2:30 P.M.  Event time:  3:00 P.M. 

• November 13, 2016; St. Anthony Catholic Church.  Veteran’s Day Mass.  
Assembly time:  7:00 A.M.  Event time:  7:30 A.M. 

• November 20, 2016; St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Council 8954 Corporate 
Communion.  Assembly time:  8:15 A.M.  Event time: 8:45 A.M.
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SK Don O’Bryan. Color Corps Commander.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Color Corps events

Color Corps Events:

Our Color Corps participated in the Living Rosary held at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church on 10/7/16.

From left to right:  

• SK Don O’Bryan, CCC                                             

• SK Fernando Velasco 

• SK Jorge Gonzalez, PFN, PGK                          

• SK Kevin McGillis, PFN, PGK 

• SK Bob Procsal, PFN, PGK                    

• SK Robert Font, FN 

• SK Billy Kornegay, PGK 

• SK George Ledbetter

• SK Raul Medina, DCCC

Photo courtesy of Lady Linda McGillis.
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At the 60th anniversary celebration of St. Paul Catholic Church in Richardson, CC members from several Assemblies 
were present.  The MTA was represented by CCC SK Don O’Bryan and DCCC SK Raul Medina.  DM SK Pat Conway was 
also in attendance.  
Photo made available courtesy of SK Don O’Bryan.



Exemplification news:

• Fall Exemplification:  Our ceremony took place on Saturday October 29, St. Anthony Catholic Church, Wylie.

• Candidates and recruiters:

• Congratulations to our new Sir Knights and to the Sir Knights who recruited them!   

• SK Louis Russo recruited by SK Raul Medina, DCCC.

• SK George Ezike recruited by SK Patrick Okoye.

• SK Edward Davis, recruited by SK Marty Martinez.

• SK Nicholas Flores, recruited by SK Marty Martinez.

• SK Jose Gotay, recruited by SK Marty Martinez.

• SK Terence Fitzgerald, recruited by SK Billy Kornegay, PGK. 

• SK John James, recruited by SK Rick Bentine, PGK.

• SK Collins Durugbor recruited by SK Rick Bentine, PGK.

• SK Emanuel Obi, recruited by SK Pat Conway, DM.

• SK Okechukwu Oledibe, recruited by SK Pat Conway, DM.

• SK Raymond Dunaway recruited by SK Pat Conway, DM.

• SK Rev. Fr. Joseph Sinu recruited by SK Jorge Gonzalez, PFN, PGK.

• SK Jose Cruz recruited by SK Pat Conway, DM.

• SK Severo Guzman recruited by SK Rick Guzman, DD

• SK Felix Ogbeide recruited by SK Royce Cheeks, GK.

• SK Rev. Fr. Anthony Densmore by SK Chester Salacinski and SK Jorge Gonzalez, PFN, PGK.

• Spring Exemplification:  March 18, Carthage, TX (Tyler Diocese).
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Navigator’s certificates of merit were awarded to several Sir Knights who recruited new members for the MTA for the Fall Exemplification.  
From left to right:

SK Marty Martinez; SK Rick Bentine; SK Raul Medina; SK Patrick Okoye; SK Billy Kornegay; SK Jorge Gonzales; SK Rick Guzman
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Above picture: 
Standing from left to right: SK Rick Guzman, SK Jorge Gonzalez, SK Nick 
Flores, SK Rick Bentine, SK John James, SK George Ledbetter, SK Roger 
Fulton, SK Don O’Bryan, SK Patrick Okoye, SK Pepe Gotay, SK Raul Medina, 
SK Ed Davis, SK Robert Font, SK Louis Russo, SK Joe Vulk, SK Marty 
Martinez, SK Chester Salacinski, SK John Parker.
In front from left to right:  SK Severo Guzman, SK Manny Ojeda.

Top picture:
From left to right:                   
SK Manny Ojeda,                    
SK Marty Martinez,              
SK Rick Bentine,                            
SK Robert Font.

Middle picture:
Standing from left to 
right:  SK John James, 
SK Louis Russo, SK Ed 
Davis, SK Nick Flores, 
SK Pepe Gotay.
In front: SK Severo
Guzman.

Bottom picture:
From left to right:               
SK Pepe Gotay,                    
SK Robert Font,               
SK Ed Davis,                    
SK Nick Flores.

Fall Exemplification at St. Anthony on October 29
Photos by SK Robert Font and 
courtesy of SK Marty Martinez and 
SK Manny Ojeda.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Other coming events

Other coming events:

• Officers’ meeting, November 2, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. 

• Memorial Mass and ceremony, November 5, 2016 at St. Joseph, 5:00 P.M.  and 6:30 P.M. 

• General meeting, November 15, 2016 at 7:30 P.M. at St. Joseph.

• Christmas social, December 3, 2016 at “Siciliano’s, A Taste of Italy”, at 6:30 P.M.

• Ladies’ appreciation night, April 22, 2017 at either  St. Joseph or TBD, 6:30 P.M.
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Informal gatherings and Last rite forms

Last rite forms:

• Have you filled out your last rite forms for the Assembly? If not, please review along with 
your Lady and return it with your Assembly Dues. This will help your loved one’s have peace 
of mind, and know that the Knights of Columbus are standing with them in their time of grief.
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506

Other comments and news:

• We invite you to write an article to be included in our newsletter.  
To do so, please contact any of our officers.

• Our Assembly has received donations of several tuxedos.  Any Sir 
Knight or prospective Sir Knight interested in using these, please 
contact us.

Happy birthday to all SKs born in November!

• Donald Thomas, Admiraldo Cometa, Joseph Horan, Michael 
Reiter, James Dulac, Gregory Lutz, Robert Binish, Lewis Kester, 
William McKinney, Leonard Bielamowicz, Charles Caskey, Festus 
Evbuomwan, Manuel Reyes, John Babula, Thomas Poovey.

• If we left you out by mistake, please let us know!
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Historical patriot of the month – John Stark

MTA 2506 Newsletter November, 2016 19

In April of 1775 John Stark, a  46-year old farmer and sawmill operator, recruited 400 men and 
marched to Boston.  A veteran of the French and Indian War, Stark led his regiment into the 
Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775.  During the battle, he filled a large gap in the patriots’ 
defense and prevented the British from getting around the American line.  Without Stark’s 
intervention, the patriots would have been routed by the British army.  Thus, Stark is credited 
as saving the day at Bunker Hill.  Two years later, Stark’s militia stopped the advance of the 
British troops from Canada at the Battle of Bennington.  At the 1809 reunion of veterans from 
that battle, unable to attend due to age and physical maladies, Stark sent his regrets and 
exclaiming “Live free or die.” These famous words were adopted as the state motto of New 
Hampshire in 1945.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Parting thoughts of the month

I recall an extremely important meeting that I had when I was a project supervisor for a major corporation.  Project leaders from all 
over the nation had been asked to test a concept generated by one of the most powerful men in the company.  The technique was
expected to be a major scientific breakthrough.  After carefully testing it in our geographical region, my team and I discovered that 
the methodology was unreliable, in its current form, for that part of the world.  It was up to me to present these conclusions at a 
gathering featuring the most important people within the corporation.  To make matters worse, my presentation was the final one 
of the day.  All of the presenters who preceded me sang the praises of the technique.   When my turn came, I delivered a vibrant and 
well-practiced speech, outlining both the positive and negative aspects of the method.  But the punchline, which I delivered as 
diplomatically as I could, was that although potentially promising the method needed refinement and that it did not work in our 
area as presently formatted.  The first few seconds after my talk were ones of dead silence in a heavily-packed room.  Then, the
generator of the concept arose, visibly disturbed, announcing to the crowd that he completely disagreed with my statements and 
conclusions.  Before I could respond, one of the top scientists in the company also stood up and professed his total agreement with 
my analysis.  For about thirty minutes afterwards, I heard back-and-forth exchanges with most people siding with my report.  
Interestingly enough, some of the previous speakers who had praised the technique in question, admitted encountering some 
serious problems with the applications they had previously praised.  Fortunately, for me, the experience resulted in a promotion and 
in the strengthening of the trust that top management had expected from my work.  Regardless of the anxiety that I may have felt
and the unknown political outcome of the situation, it was my duty to my employers and to myself to act with honesty and integrity.     

Integrity is essential, not only in our professional lives, but in everything that we do.  Trust must earned based on the actions that 
we perform and on the truthfulness with which we operate.  As members of the Knights of Columbus, we know this well.   As we get
ready to elect the new leaders of our nation, let’s ensure that in our choices we honor God, church, country and family.  Let’s 
educate ourselves in regards to the candidates at hand and vote according to our principles and conscience.  The selections that we 
make will affect the future of our nation and of our children and grand children.   Pray for guidance and for God’s continued
blessings on America!             

SK Robert Font  

MTA 2506 Newsletter November, 2016 20


