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THE FEAST OF CHRISTMASS 
As Christmas was originally spelled.  This very holy and 
special day separates the format of the calendar from B.C. 
to A.D., and all years and all civilizations regard A.D., or 
Anno Domini as a standard.  How remarkable was the birth 
of a child in Bethlehem to affect the world.  Beyond the 
technical and secular, what is the significance of that day? 
All readers probably know the story of Christmas as 
revealed in a real history book call the Old & New 
Testaments, A.K.A., the Bible.  The Angel Gabriel delivered 
a message from God and that was simple.  Mary of the 
House of David, was to be conceived by God Himself and as 
the Bible tells us, specifically the Holy Spirit.  Mary’s 
consort and earthly husband would not be the biological 
father of Jesus; he however, would assume the role of 
protector.  The Roman authority ordered a census.  Mary 
and Joseph made the trip to Bethlehem.  While in the area, 
Mary delivered a son in poor surroundings.  He was named 
Jesus Christ.  This was a virgin birth and there was no pain. 
When did this occur?  We really don’t know; only that 
perhaps it was Winter in the Mid-East.  Seculars assigned 
the date of December 25...that is not important; what is 
important and so worthy of a religious celebration is the 
fact that this Child was born incarnate as a man and God’s 
Will was that the Christ was to save mankind from sin; He 
would eventually be crucified for humanity, and provide 
eternal paradise to those who fulfilled His Will and the Will 
of the Father...Jesus Himself was God as He said.  The birth 
of Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament and a new era was 
ushered in and it was Christianity.  If we Christians believe 
and understand that there is a difference between the 
absence of God and the reality of eternal life, then we 
should all make a “big deal” of celebrating CHRISTMAS. 

HAVE A VERY MERRY AND THANKFUL CHRISTMAS. 
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE ALL  
  

Pope Francis, Bishop Koenig, Priests, Deacons, Brothers, Sisters, lay ministers, and seminarians; 
all in the Wilmington Diocese and world wide.   

  
 Those serving in the armed services, veterans, peace officers, EMT’s, firemen and All K of C members and their 

families both living and deceased. 
 
 All the sick and disabled faithful and any other affected by the VIRUS 
  
 For all those mislead by hatred, rumors, lies and inuendo and succumb to violence as a result thereof. 
        
 Pray for all expectant mothers that they may support the life of their unborn as God’s Creation. 
 
 Pray for the persecuted Christians in the Mid-East.  Pray for peace on our cities. 
 
 Our Faithful Master & the Vice Supreme Master and their families 
 

A sign on on the lawn at a drug rehab center said:  “KEEP OFF THE GRASS” 

 
December 8 marks the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and this December Wednesday is 
most appropriate to be close to the very Holy and happy commemoration of Christmas. 
 
A woman conceives a child as a result of the union with a man.  Human life begins, new 
creation exists.  That has happened since the beginning of mankind. 
 
However, something different occurred a couple of thousand years ago regarding a woman 
called Mary, a humble Jewish woman.  Not to be conceived by a human is totally unique. 
An angel visited Mary and told here not to fear because the Holy Spirit will enter in her and 
she will conceive a child. “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you”  “Blessed will be the 
fruit of your womb”  Who is this “fruit”….it was the child who will be called the Anointed One 
and be called YHWH, which means salvation.  For God to become Incarnate, God does not 
need the intervention of any human.  However, in this case, to become flesh, the Christ 
would begin His earthly life as an infant, but only remain incarnate for 30 or so years and 
then to fulfill the Will of His Father, suffered and died as a man to redeem all mankind.  [That 
is another story from the Scriptures] 
 
The Annunciation, or notice, was given by Gabriel.  Mary did question this by saying that she 
did not ‘know man’.  However she agreed to conceive.  Who would refuse God anything? 
 
Read Luke 1:26 to 38 for the details of the interaction between Mary and Gabriel.  See Page 5 
which praises Our Lady in song, the lyrics seem anticipatory in nature in regard to Mary, 
however full of praise. 
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FEATURES OF THE BRAIN OF AN ELDERLY PERSON 

 
The neurons do not die.  Connections between them disappear if a person does not 
engage in mental activity. 
Absent-mindedness and forgetfulness appear due to an overabundance of information.  
Therefore, you do not need to focus your entire life on unnecessary trifles. 
 
Beginning at age 60, a person, when making decisions, uses not one hemisphere at the 
same time, like younger people, but both hemispheres. 
 
Conclusion:  If a person leads a healthy lifestyle, moves about, has a feasible physical 
activity and has full mental activity; intellectual abilities do not decrease with age, but 
only grow, reaching a peak by the age of 80 to 90 years. 
 
Do not fear old age.  Strive to develop intellectually.  Learn new crafts, make music, learn 
to play a musical instrument, paint and dance.  Take an interest in life, meet and 
communicate with friends, make plans for a future, and travel the best you can.  Don’t 
forget to go to shops, restaurants and concerts.  Do not isolate—it is destructive for any 
person.  Live with the thought:  all good things are still ahead! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A large study done in the United States revealed the following: 

 

· The most productive age of a person is from 60 to 70 years. 

· The second most productive human stage is 70 to 80 years. 

· The third most productive stage is from 50 to 60 years. 

· Before that, the person has not yet reached his/her peak. 

· The average age of the presidents of the 100 largest companies in the world is 63 years. 

· The average age of pastors in the 100 largest churches in the USA is 71. 

· The average age of fathers is 76 years. 

· This confirms that a person’s best & most productive years are between 60 & 80 years. 

· The study found that age 60 you reach the peak of your emotional & mental potential & 

this continues until 80 years. 

· Therefore, if you are 60, 70 or 80, you are at the best level of your life. 

 
SOURCE:  NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 
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Saint George also called George of Lydda.  The Union Jack is an acronym for the flag of the United Kingdom.  
The cross on the flag is the cross of St. George. He is the patron Saint of the United Kingdom. 
 
There are volumes of information on St. George and we have to condense here; but we will include the 
matter of GEORGE AND THE DRAGON, which rings a bell for many. 
 
He died April 23, AD 303.  George was a soldier in the Roman army.  His parents were Christians of Greek 
origin.  His father, Gerontius, was a Cappadocian serving in the army.  His mother, Polychronia, was a 
Christian from the city of Lod in Palestine.  St. George was a member of the Praetorian Guard for the 
Emperor Diocletian.  George was martyred for refusing to renounce Christ.  In hagiography, as one of the 
Fourteen Holy Helpers and one of the most prominent military saints, he is immortalized in the legend of St. 
George and the Dragon.  His remains are buried in the Church of St. George, Lod, Israel.  He is venerated in 
the Latin Catholic Church, Uniate Churches, Orthodox Churches, Sunni Islam, Anglican Communions, 
Lutheranism, etc. Pope Gelasius I stated in AD 494, “George was among those saints “whose names are 
justly reverenced among men, but whose actions are known only to God.” This was regarded as a 
“Canonization” by Papal Authority...without the ceremony. [Lod, AKA Lydda, 9 miles from Tel Aviv-Yafo] 
 
The Latin ‘Passio Sancti Georgii [6th Century] follows the Greek traditions.  George lived and died in Melitene 
in Cappadocia.  His martyrdom was generally extended to more than twenty tortures over the course of 7 
years.  Over this time, 40,900 pagans were converted to Christianity, including the Empress Alexandra.  
 
George & The Dragon  The legend of St. George and the Dragon was first known in the 11th. Century.  It 
reached Catholic Europe in the 12th Century.  In the ‘Golden Legend’, by the 13th. Century, the Archbishop of 
Genoa, Jacobus da Varagine;  George’s death was at the hands of Diocletian about AD 287.  Legend relates 
that a dragon was causing panic at Seilene, Libya.  By the time George got there, the citizens were offering 2 
sheep a day to the dragon, but when the sheep were not enough, they were forced to sacrifice humans.  The 
humans to be sacrificed was elected by the city’s own people and the king even offered to sacrifice his own 
daughter.  No one offered to take her place.  George saved the girl by slaying the dragon with his sword. The 
king was impressed and offered George treasures.  George refused and gave the rewards to the people.  The 
citizens were impressed and all of them became Christians. 
The ‘Golden Legend” offered a historicized narration of the encounter.  It remains the most accepted English 
version owning to William Caxton’s 15th. Century translation. 
 
In mediaeval romances, George’s lance is called Ascalon, after the Levantine city of Ashkelon, today in Israel.  
The name Ascalon was used by Winston Churchill for his private plane during WWII according to records at 
Bletchley Park in Sweden.  The princess rescued by George is held to represent Sweden, while the dragon 
represents an invading army. 
 
Several statues of George battling the dragon are found in Stockholm, the earliest in the Storkyrkan [The 
Great Church] in the Old Town.  Iconography of the horseman with spear overcoming evil was widespread 
throughout the Christian period. 
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THERE HAS BEEN A SONG OUT FOR MANY YEARS.  IT IS BEAUTIFUL AND TIMELY AT 
CHRISTMAS TIME.  HERE ARE THE LYICS. 

 
“MARY DID YOU KNOW?” 

 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Would someday walk on water? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy 

Has come to make you new? 

That this child that you have delivered 

Would soon deliver you! 

 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Will calm a storm with His hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy 

Has walked where angels trod? 

When you’ve kissed your little baby 

Then you’ve kissed the face of GOD. 

 

Mary, did you know? 

Mary, did you know? 

The blind will see; the deaf will hear 

The dead will live again 

The lame will leap; the dumb will speak 

The praises of the Lamb. 

 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Is Lord of all creation? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Will one day rule all nations? 
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Some comments from the Editor...and this can be a short homily  
 
A few weeks ago, I [we] attended a Memorial Service for a deceased friend at a Christian Church in 
Newark, DE. 
 
The pastor delivered a short but relevant homily.  He delivered a line that stuck with me, ‘we live in 
a broken world” and he repeated that line with some detail. 
 
What is the meaning of ‘broken’?  All our readers may well know that meaning, look around you, 
watch the news, feel the effects if they apply now and the predictable future. 
 
Where is the cap on crime?  What are the limits on the number of abortions?  How much is it going 
to cost to survive in the future?  When will genocides stop?  When will wars come to an end?   How 
many divorces will continue to tear apart families.  When will humans return to God?  When will 
Churches fill again?  Is there no end to hate?  Where is moral governance?  Can suicides be 
stopped? 
 
There are piles of questions to add to the above. Who and what can start to and mend the “broken” 
of this world?   Who can heal?  This world and all its allures have managed to tear down humanity 
and thus departed from the knowledge of a loving God. 
 
Families no longer exist of respectful and loving units of civilization.  One major step can be taken 
and that is to return to God, His Son and The Holy Spirit. In our hearts and minds, give our Lord a 
reinvite into them.  The message of the Scriptures is so simple yet unworldly.  A strong, Christian 
family unit can become a major force in repairing the ‘broken” of this world.   Thank about that? 
 
I look about St. Elizabeth’s at Mass and see so many mothers, fathers, and children there for 
worship.  If only that could be exponentially increased, not only at Mass, but anywhere and 
everywhere; God would gain a mighty Christian Army….the song “Onward Christian Soldiers” is not 
really a militaristic song, but an anthem for good, an anthem for Evangelization and that is what 
Jesus wanted of his Apostles and Disciples.  
 
A family grounded in the love of Christ is a strong family having taken the moral high ground and 
showing good example to its neighbors.  What did Christ say:  Love of God, Love of Self and love of 
neighbor.  Yes, a Christian family by its very existence can manifest Love of Neighbor, who then can 
see this good example and hopefully spread this love by imitation. 
 
The Christian Army starts with the family unit.  Enough of that Christian mentality and good works 
can spread like a GOOD CANCER and affect others.  When nations and their governments accept 
God as the ultimate solution; we are on the way to mend the “broken” world. 
 
If the family turns away from our Savior, what can really be fixed?. 
 
 

SHALOM 
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A bit of nostalgia and yet connected to the present 
 

The equipment seen is both audio and cinema.  The first feature movie with an audio 
synched to cinema film was actually produced in 1926 by Warner Brothers.  It was titled:  
“Don Juan”.  I am sure there are readers who have seen it.  35 MM film was used.  Edison 
Invented the sound track devices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The original lion was Jack.  The name was later changed to Leo.  No, it is false; the lion did 
not attack his trainer. 
 
 

        NOW...notice the Latin! 
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Maligned character, my friend Ebenezer Scrooge, 

The Season of Scrooge is upon us. Beware!  It is December 1; you still have time to buy that gift. It is 
the number of gifts that count if you can find them on the shelves. 

Oh, I so wish could chat with my Junior Year teachers at Salesianum, Father Spragg and Father 
Drupieski.  Let me break open a discussion on the maligned character of Scrooge. Even the name 
Scrooge is a negative based on the portrayal by Dickens. Yet, Scrooge was better at Christmas than 
anyone, even by Dickens’ account. He was prayed for by a child! Tiny Tim’s mother was shocked. 

In a Christian moment, could you get along with Scrooge? Would you give a greeting to him? Would 
you cross the street if you saw him approaching in your direction? Would you blame him for the ills 
of society? Would you use his name as a reference to others with negative consequences? “YOU 
SCROOGE!” He, Scrooge, is a curmudgeon, no doubt. 

Wait, would you want him managing your 401K. You bet I would. Did he invest money on business 
projects- shipments of tea, or a roof over a business? 

Yes, he did. Did Charles Dickens put in writing that Scrooge, kept Christmas better than anyone. 
Yes, he did. Yet, we still use his name NEGATIVELY. 

Ebenezer was sent away to school to get a good education, but his mom dies, and Dad is distraught.  
His Dad is grieving, probably has a form of PTSD as it relates to grieving. No one comes to the aid of 
the father. His sister comes, and his life is back on track. His Sister dies during childbirth, and he is 
in a tailspin. His fiancé gives him a hard time and abandons him. E. Scrooge is living in England 
during the POOR LAWS time. If the government says to treat the poor like criminals, send them to 
the Workhouses; it must be so. The world of business and England is profit.  Scrooge or Dickens 
only needs to look at England and the treatment of the Irish and Irish Catholics and the potato 
famine. 

Does the character of Scrooge see Christmas for what it has become? Is it the celebration of the 
birth of the Savior of the world or is it about money and business? England had the Poor Laws, 
Scrooge sees the two children as Ignorance and Want, and so does society. They must be swept 
away in workhouses, debtor prisons, etc. 

We know the ending, no one celebrates Christmas better than Scrooge! He and Tiny Tim are hand in 
hand.  Scrooge receives the gift he lost... a new outlook on Christmas. Does being called a Scrooge 
need to be a negative? He changes, his heart is full. He is giving. He has found the true spirit of 
Christmas. He knows change is in his heart. Yet, his name is still a BAH HUMBUG! Would we not 
want to change, to understand Christmas in its real meaning, to reach out to our fellow man and 
receive the Savior? 

May the true Spirit of Christmas be in your heart and in your life. Think kindly of Ebenezer. Do you 
hear Marley calling: SCROOOOGE? 

This Newsletter has a great contributory friend in our PFN SK Handlin, who sent this page to me.  He 
has this thing with the Ebenezer….I am trying to understand that….but it works….so as said in 
ancient Palermo,  

BENE ET BENE FRATER MICHAEL, OR AS UNDERSTOOD BY US KRAUTS, GUT GEMACHT, 
BRUDER RITTER 
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SOME INTERESTING HISTORY 

 
I had hoped to put this bit of November history in the November Edition, however the Edition was 
maxed out.  So this information is now published, and...it is actually veteran connected, albeit that 
there are no American survivors.  During several prior editions the story of Flanders Field was 
covered.  Remember:  “This was the war to end all wars”  Recall history from 1919 to 2021?? 
 
November 11 was remembered in the past as Armistice Day.  It is now remembered as Veterans 
Day.  In Canada the date is observed as Remembrance Day. 
 
A couple of definitions are in order:  An armistice is regarded a a declared truce.  The protocols at 
the time of 1918 dictated that armed hostilities must cease at the end of six hours.  In general, an 
armistice is an event that sets a specific time whereby all hostilities must end. 
 
The truce, or armistice that ended World War One was signed at 5:00 AM, on November 11, 1918. 
That signing was done in a rail car outside Compiegne, France. 
 
The United States was NOT a signatory to the agreement.  However, General Pershing did lead 
the American Expeditionary Force to assist the French and British against the Germans. 
 
The signatory for the British was:  First Sea Lord Admiral Rosslyn Wemyss 
The signatory for France was:  Marshall Ferdinand Foch 
 
Signatories for Germany were Matthias Erzberg, Vice Chancellor of the Reich 
     Count Alfred von Berndorff , Foreign Minister 
     Major General Detlof von Berndorff, For the Army 
     Captain Ernst von Selow, For the Navy 
 
The Prime Minister of the British Empire was:  David Lloyd George and the King was George V. 
 
Emperor Wilhelm II fled to Holland   He was also titled as Kaiser, similar to a Czar. 
 
As mentioned, a truce is not a peace treaty.  The Paris Peace Conference of 1919 subjected 
Germany to 20 provisions.  {Too much here to print}  The peace agreement is known as the Treaty 
of Versailles. 
 
The old photos shows the Allied signatories outside the rail car after the agreement was executed. 
 
 

                                        Wilhelm II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                George V 
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ANOTHER LOGISTIC TO CLARIFY 

 
During the past months, I have received concerns regarding HOW this Newsletter & other Special 
Editions are sent out.  To explain this procedure is now in order. 
 
I use Gmail.  I send a note of introduction regarding the current edition and the Attachment is the 
actual Newsletter in Portable Document Format, i.e., .PDF.  Now, how does it get to 158 
individuals and amongst that “batch”, each addressee as an individual receiver?   There are 2 ways:   
CC—-which means Carbon Copy, I don’t use that.  I do use:  BCC, which means Blind Carbon 
Copy. 
That means every 158 receivers get the same preamble and Attachment….however no individual 
receiver can see who else is getting the Newsletter.  The individual can only see the originator’s 
Email address and his own.  That is why the term BLIND is used.  
***************************************************************************************************************** 
 

THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE JAMES CARDINAL GIBBONS FOURTH DEGREE 
ASSEMBLY 150 EXTEND OUR CHRISTMAS WISHES TO THE NEW MEMBERS OF THIS 

PATRIOTIC DEGREE OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.  AN INVITATION IS ALSO EXTENDED TO 
INCLUDE THESE NEW MEN AT THE DECEMBER 6 DINNER AND BUSINESS MEETING AT ST. 

MARY’S HALL  / ASSUMPTION BVM CHURCH, 7200 LANCASTER PIKE, HOCKESSIN, DE. 
 

 SK DAVID M. CIAMARICONE,  BLESSED SACRAMENT 3751 
 

 SK CONNOR T. DIMAIO, BLESSED SACRAMENT 3751 
 

 SK JEFFREY M. SKORUP, COFFEE RUN 6768 
 

 SK CHRISTOPHER F. MORIAK, HOLY ANGELS 12104 
 

 SK ROBERT L. SASSA, HOLY ANGELS 12104 
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