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August 2004 

 

Regular Business Meeting:  3rd Thursday  
   Location:  St. Pius X Church, Hopi Room 
   Time:  7:30 PM 
   Officers Meeting begins at 6:30 PM 
 
Chapter Meeting (Councils) 2nd Monday 
   Location Regina Cleri Council 
   Time: 7:30 PM 
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August 

2 Invasion of Kuwait “Operation Desert 
Shield” 1990 

4 Founding of US Coast Guard 1790 
5 Vietnam War Gulf of Tonkin 1964 
12 152nd Anniversary of Father McGivney’s 

Birth 
14 114th Anniversary of Father McGivney’s 

Death 
15 Feast of the Assumption 
19 Regular Meeting – Hopi Room 7:30 
20 Gaslight Theater Show. 7 PM. See article 

in this bulletin. SOLD OUT! Next show 
Oct 30. 

22 Installation of Officers (see article in this 
issue) 

22  Past Faithful Navigator’s Dinner, 
Hidden Valley Inn (after Installation of 
Officers) 

September 
2 Japan signs instrument of surrender WWII 

1945 
6 Labor Day 
11 Patriot Day 
16 Regular Meeting – Hopi Room 7:30 
17 POW/MIA Recognition Day 
18 Founding of US Air Force as separate 

force 1947 
18 Provincial Meeting St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton  
 
 
 
 
 

For These We Pray 
Fiero, Norm 
Granbery, John 
Jokerst, Carl 
Kerns, John 
La Viloa, Guido 
McDevitt, Tom 
Mork, Joan 
����Olivas, Henry 
Palomino, Bob 
Schwartz, Ken 
����Somerville, Rev. Walt 
Valdez, Alex 
Van Vorhees, Keith 
Venegas, Richard 
Young, Walt 
 

Prayer for a Sick Person 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
our only help in time of need, visit and 
relieve your sick servants.  Look upon them 
with a sense of goodness, preserve them 
from temptations, and give them patience 
to endure the suffering they must accept 
and endure. 
 
God of heavenly power, by the might of 
Your command, You drive away from our 
bodies all sickness and all infirmity.  Be 
present in Your goodness with these, Your 
servants,  so that their weakness may be 
banished and their strength restored. 
Relieve their pain, guard them from all 
danger, and restore them to full confidence 
in Your loving care.  We ask this through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
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Worthy Sir Knights, 
 
I would like to wish each of you a great year 
ahead, especially our incoming officers.  I 
want to express my gratitude to all of the 
outgoing officers for a job well done.  I 
especially want to recognize Fred Guthrie 
for his many years as our Faithful Purser 
and to Peter Anelli, for his several years as 
our Faithful Comptroller.  These jobs 
require substantial work outside the 
meetings and we are indebted to them for 
their hard work.  Finally, I want to thank 
Richard Venegas, our Past Faithful 
Navigator for his hard work and devotion 
the last several years as an officer and 
Color Corps Coordinator for the Tucson 
area.  Despite his health problems, Richard 
did and still does give his all for the Order.  
 
Fraternally, 
��������	
�	���

Faithful Navigator 
Phone:  751-2572 
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Father Walter 
Somerville went 
home to the Lord on 
July 20th.  Most of 
us knew him as 
Father Walt.  He 
was a member of 
the Knights of 

Columbus and the Msgr. James T. Weber 
Assembly of the Fourth Degree.  
 
Father Walt was ordained in 1953 for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and served several 
parishes in the area.  Due to frail health, he 
retired to Tucson in 1992.  He celebrated 
Mass often at St. Pius before being 
confined to a wheelchair.  

 
Services were held at St. Pius X Church on 
July 25 at 5:00 PM.  In attendance were 
four priests and friends from the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, Father Gerry and 
Father Harry and Bishop Kicanis.  The 
Fourth Degree Knights provided a Guard of 
Honor and rendered a memorial service 
prior to the Mass. Brother Ed McGillivray 
was among those who spoke fondly of his 
memories of Father Walter. 
 
Please remember Father Walt in your 
prayers. 
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We will hold our Installation of Officers 
Ceremony on August 22nd at St. Frances 
De Sales Church.  We will begin with a 
Mass at 5 PM and the installation ceremony 
will take place after the Mass.   
 
Following the ceremony we will hold our 
Past Faithful Navigator dinner at the Hidden 
Valley Inn in honor of S.K. Richard 
Venegas.  The cost for the dinner is $25 
per person.  
 
The dinner menu will include your choice of 
prime rib, chicken teriyaki or a half-rack of 
pork ribs.  Dinner includes coffee, tea, or 
soda and a dessert.  An open cash bar will 
also be available.  Price includes all taxes 
and gratuities. 
 
Dress code for this event is black tuxedo 
with the social baldric for men and 
appropriate evening wear for ladies.  
 

! �" ���������� ���#�
From time to time we will  select a veteran 
from our Assembly to feature in an article 
about his service.  This month we feature 
Joe Kerns. 
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Joe Kerns (left) Receives Knight of the 
Year award for 2003-2004 from PGK Joe 
Keaney. 
 
Sir Knight Joseph Kerns was born in 1921 
in Pottsville, Pennsylvania.  Joe likes to say 
that he and two brothers were born on 
Church property because in 1928 a Church 
was built on the site.  The church still 
stands there today and Brother Joe visited 
it earlier this year. 
 
After graduation from St. Joseph’s High 
School in Philadelphia, our Knight worked 
at the Ben Franklin Hotel in Philadelphia for 
a time before enlisting in the US Army Air 
Corps in 1940. He trained as a mechanic at 
Chanute Field in Rantoul, Illinois and then 
was assigned to Anchorage, Alaska. After 
14 months Brother Joe volunteered for 
gunnery school and trained near Las Vegas 
after which he was transferred right back to 
Anchorage, Alaska.  He was assigned to a 
bomber squadron which moved to the 
Aleutian Islands.  Our Knight served as a 
waist gunner on a B-24. 
 
After a number of missions, Brother Joe’s 
B-24 suffered severe battle damage after 
being attacked by enemy fighters.  With 
one engine out and the other damaged, the 
crew elected to attempt to land on the 
Kamchatka  peninsula rather than ditch in 
the frigid Bering Sea.  Expecting to repair, 

refuel and take off, the crew was instead 
detained by the Russians.  Along with the 
crews of two other B-24’s and 5 B-25’s, 
they numbered about 48 officers and men.  
All were shuttled deeper into Russia.  They 
were told they were “Americanski spies”.  
They were interned near Tashkent until 
February 1945 when their “escape” was 
arranged.  Their number had now grown to 
60 as other crewmembers joined them.  
The Russians arranged with the US 
Embassy to allow the internees to depart 
Russia without anyone knowing about it.  
They were transported by truck and train, 
eventually arriving in a camp near Tehran, 
Iran.  From there they went to Cairo, 
Tunisia and finally Casablanca where they 
finally boarded a troop ship and returned to 
the US. 
 
It was not until 1986, during a reunion at 
Colorado Springs, that the US publicly 
recognized their status as Prisoners of War.  
Joe received his POW medal from  Lt. 
General McInerney.  
 
Brother Joe has been interviewed by both 
the History Channel and the Discovery 
Channel.  Their story was an episode of 
Secrets of World War II on the History 
Channel. 
 
In 1987, a book was published detailing the 
story of American aviators interned by 
Russia during World War II.  The book is 
Home From Siberia by Otis Hays Jr. The 
paperback edition is still available, ISBN 
1581440108.  
 
Following his “world tour”, Brother Joe 
worked installing TV antennas on Long 
Island and then worked for a trucking 
company.  He then went to school to learn 
the new electronic data processing 
equipment just prior to the introduction of 
the IBM 1401 computer, one of the first 
successful business systems.   
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Brother Joe left Long Island 36 years ago to 
live in Tucson where he worked for the 
Southern Arizona Bank for 17 years before 
retiring. Joe lost his beloved wife 11 years 
ago, and two brothers, both Marines.  
Another brother, John, is terminally ill in 
Pennsylvania (he is on our prayer list). Joe 
also has a sister in Florida.  
 
Joe has been a Knight for 55 years. He has 
held the offices of Recorder and Chancellor 
but prefers to work “in the trenches”.  His 
hobbies include hiking and photography, 
 
His hard work and dedication over the 
years have earned him Knight of the Month 
recognition several times.  His contributions 
to his council’s  pancake breakfasts, 
religious devotions, and not the least,  the 
donut sales program, have been 
extraordinary.  Brother Joe’s selfless 
devotion to the Church, the Knights and his 
fellow Brothers have earned him the 
highest honor a Council can grant, Knight 
of the Year. 
  

��	������$����� � ��
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Are you a member of 
the Color Corps? If 
not, please consider 
joining us.  The only 
requirements are to be 
a Fourth Degree 
Member in good 
standing and have the 
physical ability to 
engage in our 
activities.  We can 

probably help you to obtain regalia if cost is 
a problem.  If you are interested, just let me 
know. 
 
If you are a former Color Corps member 
who can no longer perform the duties, 
consider donating your regalia to the 
Assembly to be given to a needy member. 

 
At the last biannual District Meeting, Master 
Jim Maino and District Marshal Armand 
Brooks stressed the need for Color Corps 
members to strictly observe uniform 
requirements.  In particular, the only 
authorized jewels, medals, etc to be worn 
are the emblem of the order pin, the US 
Flag pin and the miniature jewels of past or 
former office if you are entitled to wear 
them.  If you hold office in the Assembly or 
your council, you may wear the jewel of 
your highest  office.  
 
At this time of the year, we are frequently 
called upon for public ceremonials.  Please 
take time to be sure your tuxedo is clean 
and pressed and your shoes are shined. 
We want to look sharp and be sharp! 
 
 	�	�� �
�������

Color Corps Commander 
722-7093 SKPetek@cox.net  
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Ray Skoda of St. Pius X Council 10762 
became a Field Agent for the Knights of 
Columbus insurance program effective 
August 1.  Brother Ray will serve Tucson 
Councils East of Swan except Council 
12696 which remains with the current 
agent.  Congratulations and welcome to  
Brother Ray as he begins his training 
program  You should be seeing him at your 
council meetings in the near future. 
 
 

' ��	����& �������� ����
The August 20th show, 
Space Rangers is 
already sold out.  But 
you can make your 
reservations now for 
the next show on 
October 30th.  The 

show will be The Vampire or “He Loved in 
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Vein”.  Show starts at 7 PM.  Tickets are 
$13 each  Please make checks payable to 
Tony Marino, not the Knights of Columbus.  
Call Tony Marino for reservations – Tel. 
296-8359.  As usual, Tony has reserved the 
best seats in the house. Make reservations 
early as this show will also be a sellout! 
 
� ���(�)����������������
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The McGivney Guild 
exists to promote the 
cause of the canonization 
of Knights of Columbus 
founder, Father Michael J. 
McGivney.  Guild members are asked to 
pray for Father McGivney’s canonization, 
report favors received and assist in the 
advancement of the cause.  There is no 
cost or obligation to join the Guild.  
Members may make tax-deductible 
contributions to assist in the Guild’s work, 
but this is by no means required. 
  
If you have internet access, you may join 
on line.  Simply visit 
http://www.kofc.org/about/history/founder/p
articipate/register.cfm and complete the on 
line form. There is an application form in 
each issue of Columbia magazine as well. 
 
Every Knights of Columbus household 
should be a member of the McGivney 
Guild.  Please join today. 
 

Assembly Officers 2004-2005 
Friar: Rev. Gerald Myers    
Navigator: Shawn Tierney  751-2572 
Captain: Pete Karculias   722-7093 
Admiral: Richard Venegas  885-1457 
Pilot: Mike Fulca    733-0159 
Comptroller: Robert Palomino  885-1106 
Purser: James Obenauf   248-4291 
Scribe: Michael Todd   406-2963 
Inner Sentinel: Robert LaRoche 296-6094 
Outer Sentinel: Tony Cale  881-7151 
Three Yr. Trustee: Joseph Weber 885-8728 
Two Yr. Trustee: Augi Gustilo  296-2210 
One Yr. Trustee: Art Dugan  760-2707 
Field Agent: Art Cordova   888-2321 
Field Agent: Jim McCabe   795-9708 
Field Agent: Ray Skoda                      245-6051               
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