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The Parish of 
Our Lady of Fatima, 

Elizabeth
Extends heartfelt 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to

REV. DANNY RODRIGUES 
on his ordination to 

the priesthood.
 

May Our Lady of Fatima 
continue to watch over 

and guide him.
Rev. Antonio Nuno Rocha, 

pastor

Deacon Thomas P. Flanagan
 

Blessings���W�V���a�W�]�Z���W�Z�L�Q�V�I�\�Q�W�V��
to the Diaconate
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Saint Paul Parish Community
Ramsey

Prayers and God’s Blessings to
Deacon George Carbone

 

      From

         The Parish Community of 
             Saint Catharine Church
       Glen Rock

         The Parish Community of 

 Rev. Thomas S. Wisniewski, Pastor

Deacon Kurt Landeck 
May your service to this Church 
always be filled with Joy.
 
Holy Spirit Parish, Union
Reverend Armand Mantia, Pastor

Congratulations
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Laurence C. Bonnemere
Age: 65 
Home parish: Saint Anastasia, Teaneck 
Wife: Gilda
Assistant Vice President, Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York
B.A. from Boston University 
“Father Dan O’Neill, O. Carm. recognized the evolving face of the parish 
and saw its clerical face needed to evolve as well. He saw me as a face of that 
change. It has been humbling to take on the mantle of deacon knowing that 
so many have expressed their faith and trust in me.  I could not have done it 
any other way without the guiding hand of Father Dan.”

Brian W. Burke
Age: 61
Home parish: Saint John the Evangelist, Leonia 
Wife, Bridget; children: Bob, Tony and Christina and a 
grandson
Vice President National Accounts, Armada Health Care
M.B.A. Pace University; B.S. from Seton Hall University
“My biggest challenge was the academic preparation. It was not so much the 
courses themselves; the real struggle was with time management, preparing 
for exams or fi nishing papers. This had to be balanced with church activi-
ties, work commitments and family functions. This balance was too often 
(achieved) at the expense of something my wife Bridget wanted to do, but 
gladly sacrifi ced for my calling. I owe her a nice vacation somewhere warm.”

George Carbone
Age: 60
Home parish: Saint Catharine, Glen Rock
Wife: Joan; children: Jenna, Courtney, Kevin, Matthew
Business Teacher, Northern Highlands Regional High 
School
M.B.A. from New York University; B.A. from Rutgers University 

“Some 20 years ago, during a vacation at the Shore, I was pulled out by a 
riptide. Exhausted after a prolonged struggle to get back to the beach, he 
said a prayer and gave up, only to be thrown onto a jetty. When an inci-
dent like this happens, it makes one wonder why was I saved?  What did 
the Lord want from me?  I sensed He was saying ‘you’re not done here.’ 
I came to believe that this incident was at the core of my call to become a 
deacon.”

Douglas H. Christmann
Age: 54
Home parish: Saint Francis of Assisi, Hackensack
Wife: Leanne
Logistics Manager, Ermenegildo Zenga
B.S. from New Jersey City University
“During our discernment year, my wife Juliet and I 
had an opportunity to join a Jerusalem pilgrimage. One morning at the Sea 
of Galilee, our chaplain celebrated Mass and the Gospel was from John 
21, when Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ In the middle of the 
homily, I started crying, literally sobbing aloud. I just could not stop. I real-
ized God was calling me!”

Reynaldo Serad Escalon
Age: 62
Home parish: Guardian Angel, Allendale
Wife: Juliet; children: Hazel, Sheryl, Liezl, Julius Rey
Certifi ed Public Accountant
B.S. from University of San Carlos in the Philippines
“In the late 1990’s a friend invited us to attend a Chris-
tian Life Seminar and I refused because I was busy. I 
refused two more times until the evening I saw the Verizon ‘Can you hear 
me now?’ commercial. It hit me that the Lord was telling me, ‘Rey, this is 
the third time I am inviting you to listen to my words – can you hear me, 
now?’ Right then I phoned my friend.”

T wenty-two men will be ordained permanent 
deacons June 7, the fi rst class to be called 
to the order since 2011. During the last fi ve 
years, a new formation program took ef-
fect that included a 16-course curriculum of 

theological studies that led to the men earning master’s de-
grees in theology from the seminary at Seton Hall Univer-
sity. 

Other dioceses, like Paterson and Metuchen, have imple-
mented similar programs to enhance the effi cacy and pro-
fessionalism of men who have already proven themselves 
as capable husbands, fathers and leaders in their parishes, 
communities and places of work.

“Father Dan O’Neill, O. Carm. recognized the evolving face of the parish 

Wife: Leanne
Logistics Manager, Ermenegildo Zenga
B.S. from New Jersey City University
“During our discernment year, my wife Juliet and I 
had an opportunity to join a Jerusalem pilgrimage. One morning at the Sea 
of Galilee, our chaplain celebrated Mass and the Gospel was from John 
21, when Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ In the middle of the 
homily, I started crying, literally sobbing aloud. I just could not stop. I real-
ized God was calling me!”

M.B.A. from New York University; B.A. from Rutgers University 

Class of 2016—United in service
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Meynardo G. Espeleta
Home parish: Our Lady of Mercy, Jersey City 
Age: 61
Wife: Josefi na
Medical Laboratory Technologist
“After so many invitations, I relented and attended 
a Life in the Spirit Seminar and I had an experience 
which became a turning point. It was a Mount Tabor 
experience I now describe as a ‘foretaste of heaven.’ Sometime after this, 
I began to feel that I wanted to pursue a vocation. After some years of dis-
cernment, I decided it was the diaconate.”

David J. Farrell
Home parish: Assumption, Roselle Park
Age: 64
Wife: Linda
Retired Supermarket Executive
M.B.A. from Saint John’s University, B.S. from Rut-
gers University
“I have been extraordinarily blessed in so many 
ways, from the camaraderie of my classmates, to our formational leader-
ship, our brilliant professors, my spiritual director, pastoral support and 
guidance, the prayers of my parish, and the love and support of my family - 
all have made this diffi cult journey much easier.”

Tom Flanagan
Home parish: Saint Paul, Ramsey 
Age: 52 
Wife: Karen; children: Steve, Mary, Mike
Account Executive, Timberland 
B.S., Saint John’s University
“I often thought ‘the calling’ would be a profound 
revelation, but that didn’t happen in my case. It was more like a quiet whis-
per, or a soft elbow. Once I decided to formally discern I began to embrace 
the call to deepen my faith and realized, as did Saint Augustine, ‘Lord, my 
heart is not at rest until it rests in you.”

Michael Giuliano
Home parish: Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Tenafl y
Age: 60
Wife: MaryBeth; children: Michael, Christopher, 
Matthew, Katie, John
Neonatal Physician
M.D. from State University of New York; master’s 
degrees from University of Illinois and Saint Peter’s 
University
“I became convinced of my vocation not by any specifi c encounter but by 
the little things that have changed. I’m more patient and willing to listen, 
which has opened up a few deeper conversations with people, especially at 
work. I can almost feel the Spirit working in these deep conversations.”

Steven D. Greydanus
Home parish: Saint John, Orange
Age: 47
Wife: Suzanne; children: Sarah, David, James, Anna, 
Nathan, Catie, Matthew
Web Developer, Quest Diagnostics
Master’s degree from Saint Charles Borromeo Semi-
nary; bachelor’s degree from School of Visual Arts
“Whatever understanding of service and sacrifi ce I bring to my life as a dea-
con has been shaped, above all, by my wife Suzanne. Her whole life is one of 
service and sacrifi ce for me and for our seven children, and her vocation has 
been to make it possible for me to achieve mine. Without her constant sup-
port, encouragement and faith in me, the service I hope to offer to the Church 
in the years to come would be unthinkable.”

Paul Kazanecki
Home parish: Saint Peter the Apostle, River Edge
Age: 59
Wife: Linda; children: Stephanie, Alexander
Legal Assistant, Belkin Burden Wenig & Goldman, 
LLP
Bachelor’s degree from Saint Peter’s University
“Along with my family, my late brother, Father Thaddeus (Ted) Kazanecki, 
had the greatest impact on my vocation. It was in 1986 that I fi rst heard of the 
permanent diaconate and I asked Ted, a priest of the Diocese of Brooklyn, 
about it. Along with a book on the diaconate, he made a comment that one 
day I might think about becoming one.”

Anthony J. LaFranca
Home parish: Saint Joseph, Lodi
Age: 57
Wife: Paula, children: Angela, Carmela, Joseph, Christina
Loan Offi cer, Northfi eld Bank
Bachelor’s degree from Montclair State University
“The person who most infl uenced me was Father John 
Paul Gaspari. Father John was the parish priest who married my wife and I 
and he got me involved in the parish by having me teach CCD. If it were not 
for him getting me involved with CCD I don’t know if I would ever have 
gotten so involved to become a deacon.”

Kurt C. Landeck
Home parish: Holy Spirit, Union
Age: 62
Wife: Joanne
Chief Financial Offi ce, I.S.I
Bachelor’s degree from Seton Hall University
“The fi rst infl uence for my vocation must be my wife, 
Joanne. She may not realize it, but she is a true messenger of the Gospel. 
I cannot think of a time when she did not try to help a person, and thought 
about the cost. My parents and family members infl uenced me to do more 
than expected when it came to assisting others.”

Paul Gaspari. Father John was the parish priest who married my wife and I 
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Stephen S. Lipski
Home parish: Saint John the Baptist, Jersey City
Age: 51
Wife: Yraida
Vice Principal, Harrison High School
Master’s and bachelor’s degrees from Seton Hall 
University
“The requirements of the diaconate program are challenging, meaningful and 
spiritually uplifting. Our class bonded and met these demands. We did this 
with the grace of God, the bounty of the Church, the backing of our teach-
ers and superiors, the help of each other and the support of our families and 
friends. We could not have done it alone.”

Bob Liwanag
Home parish: Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Ridgewood 
Age: 62
Wife: Tessie; Sherisse Marion, Corinne Gershberg, 
Amanda Liwanag
Information Technology Manager
Bachelor’s degree from Ramapo College
“I began my discernment in the Fall 2011 with 75 other men and no idea of 
what the diaconate journey would be about. God has been present at the be-
ginning and at the end of formation.  Certainly God will continue to be with 
me as I begin my ministry. My wife Tessie and I are open to God’s constant 
sanctifying grace. We hope that our lives as a diaconal couple will help us 
bring Christ to others.”

Paul H. Pak
Home parish: Our Lady of the Lake, Verona
Age: 45
Senior Vice President, Jennison Associates, LLC
Bachelor’s degree from Boston College
“I returned to New Jersey in 2003 and became a parish-
ioner at Our Lady of the Lake. The pastor, Father Mike 
Hanly, was the son of my school crossing guard at Saint Peter. It was at that 
Belleville parish that Paul’s dad had entered the program 33 years before, 
but died before he could be ordained. My calling came to fruition watched 
over again by a member of the Hanly family.”

Michael A. Pontoriero
Home parish: Saint Thomas More, Fairfi eld
Age: 56
Wife: Mary Theresa; children: Maria Isabella, Natasha
Vascular/Thoracic Surgeon
M.D. from UMDNJ Medical School; B.S. Fordham 
College
“Three deacons were instrumental in my decision and are role models: Aiden 
King, Domenic Messina and Greg Quinn. Greg and I spent many weekends 
jogging together and discussing the Gospel and its effect on our lives. We 
became close friends and confi ded in one another. Greg convinced me to con-
sider the diaconate as a way of life and service to the Church.”

Ralph Francis Powell 
Home parish: Our Lady of the Lake, Verona
Age: 58
Wife: Liz; children: Kieran, Brendan
Consultant, Title Insurance
B.A. from New York University
“My mother Theresa is the person who most infl uenced 
my vocation. She was a second-generation Irish woman and a devout Catho-
lic. There were frequent rosary meetings with neighbors in the living room of 
our four-room apartment in the Inwood section of Manhattan. I would often 
walk into my parents’ bedroom to see my mother on her knees next to her 
bed with her rosary in her hands.”

Kevin R. Reina
Home parish: Saint Teresa of Avila, Summit 
Age: 57
Wife: Marcia; children: Samantha Rose and Kate 
(O’Conor), one grandson
Attorney, Fidelity National Law Group
J.D. and B.S. from Saint John’s University
“Getting to this point would not have been possible without the love and 
support of my wife Marcia. She is the most infl uential person in my vocation. 
Her love, her enthusiasm and her prayers have always sustained me but espe-
cially so during formation. I thank God for her every day.”

Walter A. Wiggins
Home parish: Our Lady of Sorrows, South Orange
Age: 50
Wife: Patricia; children: Danielle, Sarah, David
Resource Management Offi cer, Department of the 
Army, Ft. Hamilton, NY
M.B.A. from Seton Hall University and B.A. from Rut-
gers University
“The answer came one Saturday during evening prayer. Psalm 116 said, 
‘How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me? The cup of salvation 
I will raise; I will call on the name of the Lord.’ Immediately came a vision 
that I was the deacon raising the cup at Mass! I believed then that my dis-
cernment to become a deacon was confi rmed by the Lord.”

David Stephano Yoon
Home parish: Church of Korean Martyrs, Saddle Brook
Age: 62
Wife: Marie; children: Elizabeth, Lora, Paul
Leasing Manager, Donald Nuckel Co.
M.A. and B.A. from Chungnam National University in 
Korea
“Since my baptism 15 years ago, I think my relationship with God has grown 
stronger. Especially after performing the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, 
I deeply felt God’s love and His presence in the world. I try to live my life in 
response to Him. And even though my journey included struggles, God al-
ways loved me and encouraged me.”

my vocation. She was a second-generation Irish woman and a devout Catho-

“I began my discernment in the Fall 2011 with 75 other men and no idea of 

“Three deacons were instrumental in my decision and are role models: Aiden “Since my baptism 15 years ago, I think my relationship with God has grown 
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Andrew Zucaro
Home parish: Church of the Presentation, Upper Saddle 
River
Age: 59
Wife: Lori; children: Jennifer, Katherine, Donald
Owner/President/Mechanical Engineer, AZCO Corp.
B.S. from Rutgers University
“One day in a business meeting, my friend Bob Duncan said out of the blue, 
‘It must be the Holy Spirit at work. Did you ever think of becoming a dea-
con?’ Bob, who has been a deacon for years, has been continually support-
ive of my journey and a great friend.  It did not take long for me to answer 
his question, since my godmother had asked me the same question nine 
months earlier.”

“One day in a business meeting, my friend Bob Duncan said out of the blue, 

From the Catholic Community of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

Ridgewood, New Jersey

Reverend Mister Roberto Liwanag
Congratulations!

June 4, 2016
The prayers of this community are with you as you begin your

 new ministry as an Ordained Deacon of the Archdiocese of Newark. 

Deacon Walter Wigg ins, may you receive every 
good blessing on this special occasion

   from
the parish and families of Our Lady of Sorrows, 

South Orange
Reverend Monsignor Robert E. Emery, V. E., Pastor

   from

God has called you  

to share in the ministry 

of Jesus.  May you  
be sustained by  

His grace. 

Deacon Paul Kazanecki 
 

God Bless You Always, 
Rev. Michael Sheehan and 

all the staff and parishioners at 
St. Peter the Apostle Parish, 

River Edge 




