OUR MEETINGS

Our Assembly meets on
the 3™ Tuesday of most
months in the Upper
Room located at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church -
Richardson, TX starting at
7:30 PM. Dinner served
7:00 PM.

Months with social
events have no business
meeting.

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS

Council # 6402

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church

Council # 8954

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

Council #9337
Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church

Council # 10646
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

Council # 12300

St. Anthony's Catholic
Church

Council # 16546

Mother of Perpetual Help
Catholic Parish
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FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S REPORT

Worthy Sir Knights, it is both an Honor and a
Privilege to be elected as the Worthy Faith Navi-
gator for this Fraternal Year. I’'m looking forward
to working with all my brothers Knights in grow-
ing the order, the Color Corps and having fun
while doing so. | will work in getting more of our

councils involved in the Fourth Degree and em-

Faithful Navigator
. ) ) SK Richard S. Guzman
our patriotic events and add to them if possible.

phasize to them it’s importance. Let’s continue

We are Leaders for our communities, let us not
shy away from our duty.

FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT
PRAYER AND FASTING

Christians from all denominations abide with
prayers as well as fasting. Fasting is a powerful
tool commonly used by Christians. It is a strong
belief of Christians that “through fasting and
prayer, the Holy Spirit can transform your life.”
The power of Fasting is well documented both in
the Old and New Testament. The benefits of Pray-
ers include but are not limited to:

Faithful Captain
1. Better sense of self. Praying brings you closer to SK Felix Ogbeide

yourself and God that you pray to. :{«'{«::if‘
2. Good for your heart. Prayers help to regulate R
your heartbeat, making it stronger with less stress.
Continued on pg. 8
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FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT

PILOT REPORT:

Brother Knights, 2020 -2021 was very challenging for us. Like any oth-
er organization, we met the challenges through the Grace of God and
your hard work. Even though we didn’t meet physically, we managed
to have fellowship using Zoom for our monthly gatherings, rosaries,
and other available communication. We kept our spirits up. Thanks
for the hard work and ingenuity of our officers, and especially our
Color Corps, the most visible arm of the Knights who were present for
the funeral of our deceased brethren along with their family.

Covid taught us that staying alive depends on our cooperation and faith in God. Let us keep
on believing in Him and pray for those departed and less fortunate. Thanks.

BY Sir Knight Joseph Olickan, Faithful Pilot.
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COLOR CORPS

Brothers, we need more Sir Knights to become part of the Color Corps
Team in order to have enough for the turn outs, please pray about it. It
is important that we have enough color members so we July have good
representation in honoring our fallen brother Sir Knights and their fami-
lies.

Color Corps Commander, SK Raul Medina

ADMIRAL’S TABLE

At our May meeting we elected our new officers for this year, and on June 16",
we held an installation ceremony with our Worthy District Master, SK Ken
Franch. | don’t recall another installation ceremony at which we had all those
elected show up, without exception. | think it shows that we are all anxious to
actually get back into the normal routine of meeting in person and the oppor-
tunity for the direct fellowship that offers. The ceremony was attended by many
Ladies and family members, and we had a great time.

This year | will continue to serve Mother Teresa Assembly as the Faithful Admi-
ral. As Past Faithful Navigator my main purpose is to assist our new Navigator in
any way necessary. | will also be the chairman of the assembly’s Memorial Com-
mittee, which manages placement of a memorial item, such as a chalice, cibori-
um or chasuble to honor a deceased member. And as always, | hope to aid in
recruiting new members. It would be great to earn the Star Assembly award this
P2 vear, since the Covid situation prevented us from reaching our required numbers
“¥this last year.

Faithful Admiral ) . .
Robert (Bob) Fries Bob Fries, Faithful Admiral

@ Vivat Jesus!
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FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER’S REPORT

Membership stands at 205 members and includes 34 Hon-
orary Life members, 11 of whom are priests. The Exemplification
held on June 12 in Longview brought 33 new Sir Knights into the
Third Texas District. Unfortunately, our Assembly didn’t have any
candidates. The next Exemplification will be held in September.
We all have an obligation to recruit Knights to join the Fourth De-
gree.

The new slate of officers for Fraternal Year 2021-2022 were
officially installed on the 15 of June. You can support these Sir
Knights, who have stepped up to serve, by attending meetings
and letting them hear your input. Your Assembly needs you!

If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me
and | will do what | can to help. My contact information is on the
back of your Membership Card.

VIVAT JESUS.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
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Faithful Comptroller
SK Chester Salacinski

“The people are the masters of both Congress and the courts, not to overthrow

the Constitution, but to overthrow the men who pervert it.”

- Abraham Lincoln
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: by SK Deacon Randy Wilson

In Matthew’s gospel 5:38-44, Jesus said, “You have heard
that it was said, you shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy. But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you.” To help us understand His
teaching, we should reflect on what He means by “Love.”
Love is not entirely a feeling or devotion to family and
friends; love is also actively willing the good of others .

When we offer our good will to someone who we know
will return it in the same manner, then perhaps we are
simply engaging the other person. But if we offer our good
will to someone, we may not consider a friend; may even consider an adversary, or some-
one who may be surprised at our gesture; then we have truly willed their good and not our
own.

Jesus wants us to rise above ourselves and reach out, to love the way God loves. God loves
those who love Him and those who hate Him, He loves His friends and His enemies; He
gives good things to those who deserve them and also to those who we may feel do not
deserve them.

Jesus’ message may seem difficult, we might think it is beyond our abilities, beyond our
personal desires. Perhaps we think Jesus is asking too much; a wonderful goal but how
practical is it for us? Yet we are on course to achieving His goal, we gather at the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist; gathered at His table, kneeing together side by side as a community.

We form a community gathered around Christ’s altar, echoing what St. Paul tells us in Gala-
tians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is
not male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Jesus is placing this call within our
hearts, a call of challenges; we look to Him for strength, courage, and wisdom.

Continued on page 9
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PATRIOT OF THE MONTH: By: SK Joseph Olickan Faithful Pilot

Patriot of the Month for July 2021

The year 2020 — 2021’ was a turbulent year for mankind. Our patriotism was questioned in
many ways and redefined by everyone. Who are these real patriots, the soldiers who carried
our flags in the battlefields to fight for our democracy and way of life, the healthcare work-
ers working day and night saving others, sacrificing their own lives in the process, police and
firefighters who face overwhelming challenges every day. Last but not least, the ordinary
men and women who help each other to stay safe. One person who comes in my mind is
Ms. Opal Lee of Ft. Worth working tirelessly in getting Juneteenth to become a federal holi-
day using peaceful and charitable methods. These people are well qualified in being named
Patriots of the Month.
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AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING

Our next meeting will actually be Our Annual Awards Dinner,
which will be held on July 24th, at 6:30 pm at the St. Joseph’s
room at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Richardson Texas.
Please bring your lovely Ladies, Dinner and Drinks will be
served.

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE Our News and Announcements page has
the current Color Corps schedule. If you have something going
on in your council or parish, it can be listed there as well. Keep
up to date with our website calendar of events.

As always, if you want to add something or see an error, let the
webmaster SK Bob Fries know at WebMTA2506 @gmail.com

LLLLIPAEFIOR| 7ewoterrer
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THE PATRIOT NEWSLETTER — IT’S FOR YOU!
If you would like to contribute to this Newsletter, whether it be a story,

photo, or an special event taking place at a local parish, please contact
Newsletter Editor SK Rick Guzman at

skrickguzman6021@gmail.com. Contributions are due by the 25th
of the month.
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BIRTHDAYS

2

3

7

11
13
15
15
16
16
16
17
18
18
21
21
26
28
29

John B. Smith
Martin E. Jones
Christopher M. May
Moses Smith Guddah
Richard H. Bentine
Walter M Breen
Derek T. Storey
Jerome R Jennison
Felix C. Nwaokolo
Tom Palacios

Roger L. Flesch
Eugene F Martinez
Arturo S. Perez
James H Holden
George M. Mones
Douglas C. Murdoch
Frank Maceda

Jerry B. Apodaca
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FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT (cont. from pg. 1.)

3. Improve your attitude. Prayers make us humble.

4. Gain Forgiveness. Prayer helps us to open ourselves to forgiveness.

5. Prayer gives us hope especially when going through an emotional phase in life.
The emphasis of Prayer is reflected here thus:
Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with His disciples, they asked Him,
“Why couldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?” Jesus replied, “This kind can be cast out
only by prayer.” (Mark 9.28-29).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Calendar for upcoming events for Fraternal year
2021 - 2022

July 24 Awards Dinner - St. Joseph’s Room 6:30 PM
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FAITHFUL FRIAR’S REFLECTION: (cont. from pg. 5.)

There was a law in Leviticus about revenge and retribution that said an eye for an eye, a
tooth for a tooth, but there were limitations to the degree of revenge; the law said if

someone did something bad to you, you could only return the same, not something
worse.

Jesus is referencing the same law to help us understand that when we give back the evil
that has been done to us; we are allowing evil to create evil within ourselves, doubling the
effect rather than reducing the consequences. He is telling us that the only way to stop
evil is not to feed it by offering an eye for an eye but to offer no resistance.

We live in a challenging world, one where often a sense of calmness and an expression of
love is needed. Sometimes it may seem we are on a rollercoaster where we are not sure
who is in charge. We are His soldiers who, through our actions and examples, bring His
message of love and peace that helps expel the evil in our world; showing what it means
to bring good will to others.

God Bless,

Deacon Randy
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Saint of the Month

July 25th is the Feast of St. James the Great (or Greater), the apostle, and of St Christopher
the Martyr.

St. James was one of the Twelve Apostles and he and his brother
John, "the Disciple whom Jesus loved", were sons of Zebedee, a
fisherman. His martyrdom, being executed by sword on the or-
ders of King Herod, is recorded in the Book of Acts: "Now about
that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain
of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the
sword." (Acts 12:1-2, King James Version)

James is the patron saint of Spain and his shrine at the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela has been a place of pilgrimage for
centuries. According to Fisheaters.com, those people who could-
n't go on pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela would build
grottoes out of seashells, bits of broken colored glass, stones, and
flowers in his honor. It was also traditional to eat oysters on St.
James's Day.

People still go on pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.
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Flag Retirement Ceremony

On June 19", Mother Teresa Assembly performed a flag disposal/retirement ceremony at
St. Anthony Catholic Parish in Wylie Texas.

This annual event was cancelled in 2020 due to restriction related to Covid-19.

Attending the ceremony were several of the officers, members, and some of our Color
Corps. The Wylie East High School - Air Force Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, their
leadership, and many of their parents were participants. The JROTC was the Flag Ceremony
Team, and was instrumental in burning of the flags. Also, Family members of our member-
ship and other church members attended. One of the Wylie Fire Department trucks was
dispatched to give us an extra layer of safety. Well over 50 people were there.

At 6:30 PM, the ceremony began with our Faithful Friar, SK Deacon Randy Wilson invoking a
blessing on the event, and the uniformed JROTC group paraded in the four flags. (USA, Pa-
pal, Texas, and Knights of Columbus) Due to the windy conditions, they maintained a pres-
ence at the flags to prevent them from being blown over.

The MTA officers, assisted by the JROTC, presented the flags for retirement in a manner
which not only makes the ceremony solemn, but helps explain to those attending why this
is the proper way to dispose of flags that have become tattered, worn or faded. Burning of
flags that are no longer serviceable is the method that was approved by Congress not long
after our country was founded, when it was determined that proper disposal of our national
emblem could not be just throwing it away.

At the end of the ceremony, the JROTC members took each of the more that 200 flags that
were collected, and added them to the burning fires. The event was over by about 7:30,
but members kept watch until the fires subsided and could be safely allowed to cool off
overnight. On Sunday, MTA members collected the ashes which are properly buried.

SK Bob Fries, PFN
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Flag Retirement Ceremony —Photos
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Mother Teresa Assembly Officers Installation

Last but'not least ,.our Lovel
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