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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
2016-2017 Officers

Top row, left to right:  SK Rev Jacob Dankasa, Faithful Friar; SK Robert Font, Faithful 
Navigator; SK Jorge Gonzalez, Faithful Admiral; SK Chester Salacinski, Faithful 
Comptroller; SK Rick Bentine, Faithful Captain; SK Adrian Rodriguez, Faithful Pilot, SK 
Rick Guzman, Faithful Scribe; SK Christopher May, Faithful Purser.
Middle Row, left to right:  SK Rosendo Martinez, Outer Sentinel; SK Raul Medina, Outer 
Sentinel; SK Frank Lopez, Inner Sentinel; SK Billy Kornegay, Trustee (1 Year); SK Manuel 
Ojeda Sr., Trustee (2 Year); SK John Parker, Trustee (3 Year).
Bottom row, left to right: SK Don O’Bryan, Color Corps Commander; SK George 
Crossland, Deputy Color Corps Commander; SK Raul Medina, Deputy Color Corps 
Commander; SK Roger Fulton, Deputy Color Corps Commander.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Faithful Navigator’s report

Brothers, I start by stating that it is a true honor for me to have been elected Faithful Navigator 
of the Mother Teresa Assembly for this new fraternal year, 2016-2017.  Charity, unity, fraternity 
and patriotism constitute the cornerstones of the strong foundation that makes our Order 
exceptional.  The members of our Assembly form part of a unique society of catholic men, 
willing to serve our God, our church and our country.  I am certainly thankful to be a small part 
of this distinguished organization.

To all Sir Knights I ask that we work together, as a team, to make the MTA the best that it can be.   
To our Sir Knight’s Ladies I express our collective gratitude for the assistance and inspiration that 
we copiously receive.  

I have learned much from officers and members of the Assembly; Sir Knights who are worthy of 
admiration.  I will try to follow in their footsteps, to the best of my ability . We have an 
outstanding slate of officers and a Color Corps which makes us proud.  Let us go forth and make 
this year a special one for all involved!  

God bless!
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SK Robert Font, 
Faithful Navigator



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Comptroller’s report

The beginning of the new Fraternal Year is a good time for all of us to reevaluate 
our personal investment in the Knights of Columbus.  Have I attended enough 
Council/Assembly meetings?

Have I contributed anything to my Council or Assembly?  Is my membership in the 
Knights only a talking point?  Take a few minutes and think about it and if 
necessary… act!  If you haven’t attended any meetings, consider coming and 
getting reacquainted with your Brothers.

Finally: We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.  – Ronald 
Reagan

SK Chester Salacinski,
Faithful Comptroller
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
July thoughts
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Inscribed on the Liberty Bell is “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” – Leviticus 25:10

July then, is a good time, especially on the 4th, to reflect on our nations religious roots.  In our Declaration of Independence it 

is stated that our rights are God given and that God is the supreme law maker.  One of those God given rights is the absolute

freedom to practice our religion and the government cannot tell us to practice it only within our homes or churches.  Because

if that happens, then our God given rights will be lost.

“If we ever forget that we are One Nation Under God, then we will be a Nation gone under.”  – Ronald Reagan

SK Chester Salacinski



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
4th Degree Exemplifications and Upcoming events

Exemplification news:

• Fall Exemplification:  Saturday October 29, St. 
Anthony Catholic Church, Wylie.

• Spring Exemplification:  TBA

Upcoming events:

• Officers’ meeting, July 6, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. at St. 
Joseph.

• Awards dinner, July 16, 2016 at St. Joseph, 6:30 P.M.  
This is our “general meeting” this month.

• Patron’s night, September 24, 2016 at St. Joseph, 
6:30 P.M.

• Memorial Mass and ceremony, November 12, 2016 
at St. Joseph, 6:30 P.M.

• Christmas social, December 3, 2016 at Siciliano’s, A 
Taste of Italy, at 6:30 P.M.

• Ladies’ appreciation night, April 22, 2017 at either  
St. Joseph or TBD, 6:30 P.M.
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Principles of the Order; Captain’s corner

The Fourth Degree sword represents the bearer’s reverence for the Eucharist and the Pope, bishops 
and hierarchy of the Church, and displays publicly his willingness to protect his Church and Priests.
Considered under a religious aspect, we have the honor and privilege of wearing on our swords and 
our lapels the sacred symbol of the Most Blessed Trinity. This should always remind us to live a 
good Christian life, and that we should never bring dishonor on the emblem we have been 
privileged to wear. By this, others may see our good works, through which we will glorify our Holy 
Religion, our Honored Order and our Beloved Country.

The Triad Emblem of the Fourth Degree features the Dove, the Cross and the Globe. The Dove -
classic symbol of the Holy Spirit and Peace is shown hovering over the orb of the earth (Globe). 
Both which are mounted on a variation of the Crusader’s Cross - that which was found on the tunics 
and capes of the Crusading Knights, who battled to regain the Holy Land from the pagans.

Our Honored Order cherishes as its patron Christopher Columbus. Christopher (Christ Bearer) 
Columbus (Dove of Peace), symbolizing the Paraclete spiritually; the sacred symbols on the emblem 
typify the Union of the Three Divine Persons in one God - the most Blessed Trinity.  The Orb or 
Globe represents God the Father the Creator of the Universe. The Cross God the Son the Redeemer 
of Mankind. The Dove the God the Holy Spirit and Sanctifier.

These symbols along with the red, white, and blue colors are used to stress the basic principle of 
the Fourth Degree.... PATRIOTISM.
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SK Rick Bentine, PGK,
Faithful Captain



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Admiral’s table

Comments by SK Robert Font:

Our worthy Faithful Admiral, SK Jorge Gonzalez, is out of the country at this time.  Since 
we have events that will take place very early in July and announcements that need to go 
out as soon as possible, we are publishing the newsletter before SK Jorge and Lady Jane 
can get back in town.

I take this opportunity to thank Jorge for his dedication, leadership and guidance during 
this past 2015-2016 fraternal year.  Jorge is an outstanding Sir Knight that we should all 
strive to emulate.  Personally, I have learned much from him and look forward to his 
valuable counsel as we go forward into the new fraternal year.

It will be my honor and great pleasure to present SK Jorge Gonzalez, PGK and now PFN 
with his engraved PFN sword and mini jewel at the upcoming awards dinner on July 16.

I hope to see you all there, as we show our appreciation to Jorge for all he does for the 
Mother Teresa Assembly and the Knights of Columbus.
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SK Jorge Gonzalez, PGK, PFN,
Faithful Admiral



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Color Corps events and Commander’s report

Color Corps Commander’s Report:

• July 1, 2016 – Young adult Eucharistic adoration procession at Prince of Peace 
Catholic Church.  Assembly time is 6:30 P.M.  Procession starts at 7:00 P.M.  No 
capes will be worn for this event due to the heat.

• July 3, 2016 – Patriotic rosary at St. Joseph.  Assembly time is 1:15 P.M.  
Ceremony begins at 2:00 P.M.

• July 4, 2016 – Independence Day parade starting at PISD on W. 15th street in 
Plano.  Assembly time is 8:15 A.M.  The parade commences at 9:00 A.M.  No 
capes will be worn for this event due to the heat.

• July 16, 2016 – Mass before the Awards Ceremony at St. Joseph.  Assembly time 
is 4:30 P.M.  Mass at 5:00 P.M.

• July 31, 2016 – Corporate Communion for Council 13158 at Divine Mercy.  
Assembly time is 9:30 A.M.  Mass at 10:00 A.M.
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SK Don O’Bryan
Color Corps Commander



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Informal gatherings and Last rite forms

Informal gatherings:

• Stay tuned for news!

Last rite forms:

• Have you filled out the your last rite forms for the 
Assembly? If not, please review along with your Lady 
and return it with your Assembly Dues. This will help 
your loved one’s have peace of mind, and know that the 
Knights of Columbus are standing with them in their 
time of grief.
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506

Other comments and news:

• Members of the MTA attended the party given in honor of the newly-elected 
officers of Council 12300.  Our congratulations to the new officers!  

• Our annual flag retirement ceremony was held on June 12 at St. Anthony.  Our 
many thanks to all who participated!
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MTA members and Knights from St. Anthony and Good Shepherd celebrate 
the installation of new officers of Council 12300.  The celebration was held in 
the K of C Hall on Cavalier Dr. on 6/11/16. 

Photos courtesy of SK Manny Ojeda.

CC members escort the officers at the start of the ceremony.  Officers and CC during the 
invocation by our Faithful Friar.

Photos by Lady Jane Gonzalez.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506

Other comments and news - continued:

• Our officers’ installation ceremony was held on June 26 at St. Jude.  Great 
thanks to all the Ladies and Sir Knights who attended!  Everyone had a good 
time.  Good food and excellent fellowship! 
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Photos by Lady Hilma Font and courtesy of SK Manny Ojeda. 



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506

Other comments and news - continued:

• Write invite you to write an article to be included in our 
newsletter.  To do so, please contact any of our officers.

• Our Assembly has received donations of three tuxedos.  
Any Sir Knight or prospective Sir Knight interested in 
using these, please contact us.

Happy birthday to all SKs born in July!

• Martin Jones, Chris May, John Rios, Rick Bentine, Craig 
Self, Walter Breen, Derek Story, Jerome Jennison, Felix 
Nwaokolo, Roger Flesch, Eugene Martinez, James 
Holden, Dennis Ferguson, Douglas Murdoch and Frank 
Maceda.

• If we left you out by mistake, please let us know!
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SK Raul Medina, Sentinel and Deputy Color 
Corps Commander models what may be 
our new uniform?  After all, this is Texas!

Photo made available 
by SK Raul Medina.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Please come to our awards dinner on July 16!

You don’t want to miss this!

• In addition to the award presentations which include:

• Knight of the year award.

• Betty and Charles Lutz family of the year award.

• Charles Loney Color Corps member of the year award.

• Etc.

• We will raffle a series of attractive items:

• Beautiful gift basket donated by Lady Ellen and SK Billy Kornegay!

• Two patriotic caps for our Sir Knights!

• Two sets of patriotic items, specifically for our Ladies!

• And, perhaps, a little “lagniappe?”
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Third Texas District raffle tickets:

To help with the costs incurred by the Third Texas District, each Assembly has 
been asked to sell 120 tickets for the Fall Exemplification raffle to be held in 
October.

• Tickets are sold a $5.00 per unit, or 3 tickets for $10.00.

• Three prices will be awarded:

• 1st price:  $500.00 American Express gift card.

• 2nd price:  $350.00 American Express gift card.

• 3rd price:  $150.00 American Express gift card.

• When you purchase your tickets, make your checks payable to the Mother 
Teresa Assembly 2506.  

• In turn, the Assembly will write one collective check to the Third 
Texas District.

Get your tickets soon and good luck in winning these attractive prices!
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MTA’s CCC SK Don O’Bryan and SK Isaac Sandoval present an 
American flag to Fr. Cargo at St. Joseph Catholic Church.

Photo made available by SK Don O’Bryan.



Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Historical patriot of the month – John Hancock

The signature of John Hancock on the Declaration of Independence is famous and the first on the list.  Born in Massachusetts in 
1737, he was orphaned as a child and adopted by a wealthy merchant uncle. He attended Harvard College for a business education 
and graduated at the age of 17. He apprenticed to his uncle as a clerk and flourished quickly.  In 1760, he witnessed the coronation 
of George III in England and engaged some of the leading businessmen of London. 

At 26 Hancock inherited enormous wealth in New England.  This placed him in a society of men who consisted mainly of loyalists, 
but Hancock soon became very involved in revolutionary politics wishing for independence from Great Britain.  Along with Samuel 
and John Adams and others, Hancock was one of the prominent leaders in the republican movement in New England. 

Hancock was elected to the Boston Assembly in 1766.  In 1768 his boat Liberty was impounded by customs officials at Boston 
Harbor, charged with running contraband goods. Citizens stormed the customs post, burned the government boat, and beat the 
officers who ran for refuge on a ship off shore. 

Hancock supported the Boston Tea Party.  In 1774, he was elected to the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts and simultaneously 
to the Continental Congress.  In 1776, Hancock assumed the position of President of the Congress. He retired in 1777 due to gout, 
but continued public service in Massachusetts by participating in the formation of its constitution. Subsequently, Hancock was 
elected to the Governorship of the state where he served for five years, declining reelection.  However, he was again elected in 1787 
and served in that office until his death in 1793. 
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Mother Teresa Assembly 2506
Parting thoughts of the month

What makes you believe?  This should be an easy question for all of us to answer, but it merits some deeper thought.  In the years 
that I was a professor of the geological sciences at Baylor University, I occasionally ran into some student who made me think about 
this topic.  I remember a fundamentalist who had a strict interpretation of the Bible and who struggled with the acceptance of 
certain scientific concepts.  For example, this person firmly believed that our planet was only a few thousand years old and would 
not accept results obtained through rigorous radiometric dating techniques establishing absolute ages in the billions of years. I 
pointed out to this student that I found it unfair to attempt to use the Bible as a scientific textbook.  The authors of the books of the 
Bible could not care less about teaching science.  Their message was a theological one; and an excellent one at that.  They also
wished to convey the message as clearly as possible.  If they had written about plate tectonics, magmatic differentiation, spherical 
harmonic solutions to the Earth’s magnetic field and decay of radioactive isotopes, who would have understood?  In very diplomatic 
terms, I also expressed to this student my belief that it would be arrogant for us to think that we know all of the details of creation.  
If we did, wouldn’t we be God ourselves?  It was Albert Einstein (a fairly sharp guy) who pointed out that as a darkness-surrounded 
beam of light expands, so does the circumference of darkness around it.  If the beam of light represents knowledge and the 
darkness what we don’t know, it is not hard to visualize that for every question that we answer, we may create a number of new 
ones that we can’t with current technologies.  Going back to the student, when I was asked what makes me believe, having been 
trained as a scientist to accept only what I can prove, I had to provide a satisfactory answer.  Well, the fact is that, personally, I see 
God’s hand in almost everything that I learn in science.  But the true answer hinges on FAITH!  But what exactly is this FAITH? My 
thoughts on this will continue next month. 

SK Robert Font             
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