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Charting the Waters  

Sir Knights, 
 

On Sunday morning August 8, 2016 I received an email 

from our current Master Sir Knight Bill Elliott stating 

that Sir Knight Pat Conway will be the new Master for 

the Third Texas District.  I quickly sent Pat and his wife 

Debbie a congratulatory email and had a response from 

Pat in a short time.  Pat was Secretary for the Third 

Texas District before his recent promotion.  Those of us 

that have had the privilege of working with Pat in the 

past know that he will do an excellent job in his new 

role.  If you have the opportunity to see Pat in the near 

future offer him you congratulations and support as he begins this new chapter in 

his membership in the Knights of Columbus. 
 

We have begun our preparation for the Safe Environment audit of our 2015 – 

2016 fraternal year activities by the Diocese of Dallas.  This is a very important 

event for us and our compliance with the policies of the diocese is critical to our 

ability to continue to use the facilities of St. Mark the Evangelist.  If you are not 

Safe Environment trained, I ask you to consider becoming Safe Environment 

cleared.  If you have let your Safe Environment training expire, I ask you to renew 

it.  If you are currently cleared for Safe Environment purposes, Thank You very 

much for participating in this very important diocesan endeavor. 
 

Tamale Sales will be our fund raiser for this fraternal year.  We will be selling 

tamales at St. Mark’s on Saturday November 12th and 19th as well as Sunday 

November 13th and 20th.  Please plan to help out at these special events as it is 

these fund raising opportunities that allow us to support our seminarians as well as 

our veterans.  The two Saturdays noted above will be very critical as our Color  
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Charting the Waters (Cont’d)  

Corps also has activities on those days.  If you aren’t participating with the Color Corps consider 

spending some time after the Saturday evening masses selling tamales to help the assembly.  We will 

also be selling tamales prior to Lent on Saturday February 18th and 25th as well as Sunday February 

19th and 26th.  Your help with these sales will be greatly appreciated by you brother Sir Knights. 
 

Last month Sir Knight Jim Massey brought to our business meeting the beautiful, large ciboria that 

was purchased for the Office of Worship of the diocese.  This ciboria will hold over 1,500 hosts and 

will be used within the diocese as needed.  The ciboria was purchased by our assembly as a memorial 

remembrance for Sir Knights Donald Balvin and John Medina.  If you have not completed a memorial 

remembrance form at this time, please do so as we don’t know the time when the Lord will call us to 

our eternal home.  Forms are available from our Faithful Scribe Sir Knight Bob Seegmiller.  Please 

contact him to receive a form and then sit down with your family to discuss your wishes and then re-

turn the completed form to our Faithful Comptroller Sir Knight Jim Sammons. 

Vivat Jesu! 
 

Jack 

COMMITTEE OF 1,000 
By Mike Greene 

 

The Committee of 1000 is a program which funds incidental expenses for seminarians in the 

Diocese of Dallas. All funds collected are given to the Director of Vocations for the Dallas 

Diocese, Fr. Edwin Leonard for distribution to seminarians in need. This is an important pro-

gram, as these seminarians do not have a "full boat" college scholarship with all the trim-

mings nor do all of them have family resources to help them in their needs. Recently Council 

13520 collected money to help one of the seminarians buy a winter coat. Yes, seminarians get 

cold too. 

 

These pins show YOUR support for our seminarians, especially those who the Assembly sup-

ports through the RSVP Program. The pins are $10 each. Show you care. Support vocations, 

your future depends upon it.  If your Council does not have any pins, see our Faithful Trustee 

Bob Wise who always has some pins. 
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 COLOR CORPS COMMANDER’S REPORT 
We had a quiet July, so now it’s time to get back to 

work.  There are two weekends of activities in August, 

and currently only one weekend in September.  How-

ever, we never know what may materialize, but let’s 

pray there will be no funerals.  Please keep your rega-

lia ready to go. 
 

The following are the scheduled Color Corps events 

for August and September: 
 

August 13, Lumen Christi Council 13520’s Cor-

porate Communion at All Saints at the 5:00 

PM Mass. 

August 20, Major Degree Mass at Our Lady of Angels in Allen at the 8:30 AM Mass.  Due to var-

ious summer events and vacations, the Fr. McGivney Assembly has requested our help. 

August 20, Council 6065’s Corporate Communion at St. Mark at the 5:30 PM Mass. 

September 24, the Plano Hike for Life Kick-Off at John Pau II High School starting at 8:30 AM. 

September 25, Council 12021’s Corporate Communion at St. Paul at the 9:15 AM Mass. 
 

Please remind your Grand Knight to get any additional Color Corps requests in as soon as possible.  

First come, first served! 
 

I would still like to see a better turnout by our current Color Corps members.  If you have regalia, we 

need your help, and I’d appreciate your support even if the event is outside your home Parish.  The 

regulars aren’t always available to carry the load, especially this time of the year.  You spent a lot of 

money to buy regalia, so why not put it to good use. 
 

I want to emphasize that the invitation to join the Color Corps is open to all of our Assembly mem-

bers, and our new Sir Knights are encouraged to join us.  If you’d like to give the Color Corps a try 

before making a commitment, please contact one of us listed below.  We can get you involved without 

a formal practice, and we have a limited amount of “loaner regalia,” so you can give it a try before 

becoming a full-fledged member.  Call or send me an e-mail at billptacek@hotmail.com, or contact 

Jim or Paul at the numbers listed below.  Please consider joining this highly visible arm of the 

Knights of Columbus.  I think you would find it enjoyable, and the camaraderie is great! 

Additionally, we need some “young blood” in the Color Corps, since some of the older gents no long-

er have the stamina for the long events.  Please give it some serious thought. 
 

I hope to schedule a formal practice in the not too distant future, but it will probably be after the sum-

mer vacation time frame.  In the meantime, please review your Color Corps Drill Manual as a remind-

er of proper attire and procedures for handling the sword. 
 

On behalf of my Deputy Color Corps Commanders (DCCCs) listed below, please know that it’s our 

pleasure and honor to serve you.  We would like to have you on the Color Corps Team. 
  
Fraternally, 
 

Bill Ptacek Jim Massey Paul Krusac 

CCC DCCC DCCC 

972-424-6507                    972-235-6158       972-516-0659 
 

mailto:billptacek@hotmail.com
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Fisher House Luncheon 
     

July 28, 2016 marked the first opportunity this fraternal year for the Christopher Columbus Assem-

bly to provide a meal for the service men and women as well as their families staying at the Dallas 

VA Hospital - Fisher House.  This quarterly lunch gives our assembly an opportunity to say 

“Thank You” to the residents and staff.  Sandy Ptacek provided her special muffaletta salad as the 

main item on the menu.  THANK YOU, SANDY for a great main course for this luncheon.  We 

also provided a fruit salad as well as chips and then added desserts and beverages for a well-

rounded meal.  Many nice comments and thanks were provided by the residents who noted that this 

is a wonderful change from the usual fast food that they live on while at the hospital. 

The luncheon was staffed by Bill Ptacek, Barb and John Meyer and Jack Ayers.  Supervision for 

this luncheon was provided by Bob Wise although he did it from a far as he arranged everything 

before leaving for a doctor’s appointment. 
   

Our next luncheon at the Dallas VA Fisher House will be on Thursday October 27, 2016.  If you 

have never been to the Fisher House in Dallas, please plan to be part of the team on this date.  

Please contact Bob Wise for details concerning this lunch.  If a Sir Knight would like to take the 

lead on this lunch or one of the following lunches, please contact Bob Wise and he will get things 

set up for you. 
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Fisher House Luncheon (Cont’d) 

 

Tamales Sales 

The Assembly is trying a new way to secure funds for our charity causes.  On the second 

weekend in November 12/13 and the third weekend Nov 19/20, we will be selling tamales at 

St Mark’s after all of the masses.  On Saturdays, there are two English masses at 5:00 PM 

and 7:30 PM.  On Sundays the English masses are at 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 4:30 

PM and 6:00 PM.  The Spanish masses are at 12:00PM,1:30 PM, and 3:00 PM.  If you can 

speak and understand Spanish, we really need your help after these masses. We will need to 

have several members before and after each mass as the time with customers is very limited.  

As we are no longer having a Garage Sale, we need to find another way to get funds for our 

Assembly.  Currently Council 7850 at St Elizabeth and Council 13520 at All Saints are sell-

ing tamales once a calendar quarter and doing very well.  Please plan on spending some time 

with us during the two weekends in November. 
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Date Day Event Location Time Contact 

Upcoming Events 

August 

            

22 Mon Assembly Meeting St Mark's 7:30 PM Jack Ayers 

September 

            

26 Mon Assembly Meeting  St Mark's 7:30 PM Jack Ayers 

            

October 

            

15 Sat VA BBQ Bonham 10:00 AM C. Neubecker 

22 Sat 4th  Degree Exemplification Ft Worth St Francis 10:00 AM Jack Ayers 

24 Mon Assembly Meeting St Mark's 7:30 Jack Ayers 

27 Thurs. Lunch for Veterans at Fisher House Dls VA Hosp 10:00 Bob Wise 

29 Sat 4th  Degree Exemplification Dallas St Anthony 10:00 AM Jack Ayers 

November 

11 Fri Veterans Day Parade St. Paul's 9:00 AM Jim Massey 

12 Sat Tamales Sale St Marks 5:00 PM Bob, Jack & Ron 

13 Sun  Tamales Sale St Marks 8:00 AM Bob, Jack & Ron 

19 Sat Tamales Sale St Marks 5:00 PM Bob, Jack & Ron 

20 Sun  Tamales Sale St Marks 8:00 AM Bob, Jack & Ron 

28 Mon Assembly Meeting  St Mark's 7:30 PM Jack Ayers 

December 

            

11 Sun Christmas Luncheon  TBD 1 to 4 PM Mike Greene 

          Bob Wise 

26 Mon NO Business Meeting     Jack Ayers 
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Good of the Order 

 

For our troops, especially those in harm’s way 

For an end to abortions  

For vocations to the Priesthood and religious life 

For all who are unemployed or underemployed 

For the U.S. Bishops in their fight against HHS 

For all Veterans in VA Hospitals 

For return to good health for Jimmy Sammons, son of SK Jim Sammons, and the Sammons 

family 

For George Schneider who is suffering with Parkinson’s disease, brother of SK Al Schneider 

For Anne Grant, wife of SK Bernie Grant 

For the repose of the soul of Lady Judy Ahr, wife of SK Payton Ahr 

For the return to good health for Sr. Carol Ann Ptacek, sister of SK & CCC Bill Ptacek   

For the return to good health for John Hudak, cousin of SK Jack Ayers 

For the return to good health of SK Paul Krusac 

For return to good health for SK Ron Sineni, youngest daughter, Monique 

For return to good health for  SK Gabe Abene who is fighting leukemia 

For the repose of the soul of Dorothy Ayers, Aunt of FN & SK Jack Ayers 

For SK Payton Ahr who is now in a rehab hospital recovering from an auto accident 

For good health for Wayne Chapman, father of SK John Chapman and who is in the hospital 

for complications from COPD and emphysema 

For good health for Frances Dougherty, mother-in-law of SK Paul Krusac.   

For Brother Jacob (SK Frank Kozel) as he continues his discernment process at the Benedic-

tine Abbey in Pecos NM 

For return to good health for Daniel Hayes (Crohn’s disease) who is SK Larry Brennan’s 

grandson 

For the repose of the soul of Marie James, mother of SK Curtis James 

For newly ordained priest Fr Daniel Rendon from Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Dallas as 

he faces his first year as a priest 

For recovery for Lady Ann Kellner, who is the wife of SK Fred Kellner 

For the repose of the soul of Buzzy Hale, a friend of SK Doyle Kitchen 
For PFN Mike Greene who is having surgery this afternoon to repair a detach retina.  

For the repose of the soul of SK Al Steindorf's Aunt Irene 

For return to good health for SK Ken Durbin has been diagnosed with cancer 

For the return to good health of SK Bernie Grant. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


