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Charting the Waters  

Sir Knights!  

We are planning to use most of our August meeting for our 

Awards Dinner since the change in format of the Officer 

Installation precluded it from happening on Sunday June 28, 

2015.  We will start the evening with cocktails at 6:30 PM 

followed by dinner at 7:00 PM.  The awards will be present 

around 7:45 PM.  At the conclusion of the awards 

presentation, we will adjourn to McGivney Hall for our 

August business meeting while the ladies can socialize.  The 

attire for this dinner will be tuxedo with social baldric, in 

case you were wondering.  If you don’t have a tuxedo, suit or 

sport coat with tie is appropriate. 

We recently had a group along with some ladies head to the 

Fisher House at the Dallas VA hospital to provide lunch for the residents and staff.  We 

got many thanks and compliments regarding the lunch with Sandy Ptacek providing her 

muffaletta salad.  One of the ladies residents even gave her email address to Bill Ptacek so 

she could get Sandy’s recipe.  One lady, whose husband was being discharged from the 

hospital after lunch, ate lunch and then got a “To Go” box for her husband.  She said she 

knew he would love it.  We will have three more opportunities to serve lunch to the 

residents of the Dallas Fisher House this fraternal year.  Please come and join us as I know 

you will get more out of it than you put into it. 

The fall exemplification is coming to Addison starting Friday October 2, 2015 through 

Sunday morning October 4, 2015.  This is an excellent opportunity to come and see what 

you may have forgotten from your own Fourth Degree Exemplification.  It is a time to 

renew old acquaintances and make some new ones.  To assist with financing the 

exemplification the Master is having a raffle with prizes being: 

First Prize:  $500.00  - American Express Gift Card 

Second Prize:  $200.00 – American Express Gift Card 

Third Prize:  $200.00 – American Express Gift Card 

Fourth Prize:  $100.00 – American Express Gift Card 

I have tickets available for you to purchase.  They are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00 and will  
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Charting the Waters (Cont’d)  

be available at all assembly meetings and functions prior to the exemplification.  The winner does not need to be 

present for the drawing but we do need valid contact information for all ticket purchasers. 

Our brother Sir Knight Arthur L. Bissonnette went to sleep and awoke in his Father’s House on Friday August 

7, 2015.  Art was 92 years old and a member of the Lumen Christi Council # 13520 as well as our assembly.  I 

ask that you pray for the repose of his soul and that God will comfort his wife Katie and his family and friends.  

I mention Art’s death because unfortunately he didn’t have a Memorial Remembrance Form on file to insure his 

wishes were known.  Please don’t let this happen to you.  A Memorial Remembrance Form is attached to the 

minutes of our monthly business meetings.  Take some time to fill one out and return it to our Faithful Comp-

troller, Jim Sammons, at P. O. Box 684, Addison, TX 75001-0684.  “Tempus Fugit, Momento Mori”! 

 

Vivat Jesu! 
 

Jack 

 

 

COMMITTEE OF 1,000 
By Mike Greene 

 
The Committee of 1000 is a program which funds incidental expenses for seminarians in the Diocese of Dallas. 

All funds collected are given to the Director of Vocations for the Dallas Diocese, Fr. Edwin Leonard for distri-

bution to seminarians in need. This is an important program, as these seminarians do not have a "full boat" col-

lege scholarship with all the trimmings nor do all of them have family resources to help them in their needs. 

Recently Council 13520 collected money to help one of the seminarians buy a winter coat. Yes, seminarians get 

cold too. 

 

These pins show YOUR support for our seminarians, especially those who the Assembly supports through the 

RSVP Program. The pins are $10 each. Show you care. Support vocations, your future depends upon it.  If your 

Council does not have any pins, see our Faithful Trustee Mike Greene who always has some pins. 
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 COLOR CORPS COMMANDER’S REPORT 
July was pretty quiet, but August has been busy due to Corpo-

rate Communions and a funeral Mass for SK Art Bissonnette at 

All Saints.  We still have a Vigil Rosary and funeral Mass to go 

for SK Ruben Delgado of the St. John Paul II Assembly on 

Wednesday and Thursday, August 19 and 20, respectively.  

Remember that SK Ruben was previously one of ours, so I 

hope we can have a good turnout for both funeral services.  If 

you can’t be there, please keep SK Ruben and his wife Alice in 

your prayers. 

 

There are two Color Corps events scheduled for the remainder 

of August, and only one scheduled at this time for September.  

They are:  

 

August 22, Major Degree Mass at Our Lady of Angels in Allen at 8:30 AM. 

August 23, Council 6065’s Corporate Communion at St. Mark at the 9:00 AM Mass. 

September 26, Plano Hike for Life Kick-off at John Paul II High School at 8:30 AM. 

 

Don’t forget the 4th Degree Exemplification at the Dallas/Addison Marriott Quorum the weekend of October 2 to 

4, 2015.  The actual Exemplification will be on Saturday at 11:00 AM on October 3rd. 

 

I’d still like to see a better turnout by our current Color Corps members.  If you have regalia, we need your help, 

and I’d appreciate your support even if the event is outside your home Parish.  The regulars aren’t always availa-

ble to carry the load.  You spent a lot of money to buy regalia, so why not put it to good use.   

 

I want to emphasize that the invitation to join the Color Corps is open to all of our Assembly members.  If you’d 

like to give the Color Corps a try before making a commitment, please contact one of us listed below.  We can 

get you involved without a formal practice, and we have a limited amount of “loaner regalia,” so you can give it 

a try before becoming a full-fledged member.  Call or send me an e-mail at billptacek@hotmail.com, or contact 

Jim or Paul at the numbers listed below.  Please consider joining this highly visible arm of the Knights of Co-

lumbus.  I think you would find it enjoyable, and the camaraderie is great  

On behalf of my Deputy Color Corps Commanders (DCCCs) listed below, please know that it’s our 

pleasure and honor to serve you.  Our new Faithful Navigator Jack Ayers has asked us to continue in 

our positions, so I guess he thinks we’re doing something right.  We would like to have you on the 

Color Corps Team also. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bill Ptacek Jim Massey Paul Krusac 

CCC DCCC DCCC  

972-424-6507 972-235-6158 972-516-0659 
 

 

 

  

mailto:billptacek@hotmail.com
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Fisher House Luncheon 

July 30, 2015 marked the first opportunity for the Christopher Columbus Assembly to provide a meal for the ser-

vice men and women as well as their families at the Dallas VA Hospital - Fisher House.  This quarterly lunch 

gives our assembly an opportunity to say “Thank You” to the residents and staff.  This month Sandy Ptacek pro-

vided her special muffaletta salad as the main item on the menu.  THANK YOU, SANDY for a great main course 

for this luncheon.  We also provided a fruit salad as well as chips and then added cupcakes and blueberry cobbler 

for a well-rounded meal.  We also had a variety of cold beverages for our guests.  Many great comments and 

thanks were provided by the residents who noted that this is a wonderful change from the usual fast food that they 

live on while at the Dallas VA Hospital. 

The luncheon was staffed by Bill Ptacek, Shirley and Jim Sammons, Barb and John Meyer and Jack Ayers.  Su-

pervision for this luncheon was provided by Bob Wise although he did it from a far as he arranged everything be-

fore leaving for a family reunion in Michigan.  In addition, to serving the folks at the Fisher House Barb Meyer 

celebrated her birthday with her co-workers. 

Our next luncheon at the Dallas VA Fisher House will be on Thursday October 29, 2015.  If you have never been 

to the Fisher House in Dallas, please plan to be part of the team on this date.  Please contact Bob Wise for details 

concerning this lunch.  If another council would like to take the lead on this lunch or one of the following lunches, 

please contact Bob Wise and he will get things set up for you. 

From the left Barb Meyer, FN Jack Ayers, Shirley Sam-

mons, DDM Bill Ptacek, Jim Sammons,  Fisher House Di-

rector Lydia Henderson, & John Meyer 

Fisher House Residents 

Luncheon Guests 
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Date Day Event Location Time Contact 

Upcoming Events 

Good of the Order  

For our troops, especially those in harm’s way 

For an end to abortions  

For vocations to the Priesthood and religious life 

For all who are unemployed or underemployed 

For the U.S. Bishops in their fight against HHS 

For all Veterans in VA Hospitals 

For return to good health for Jimmy Sammons, son of SK Jim Sammons, and the Sammons family 

For George Schneider who is suffering with Parkinson’s disease, brother of SK Al Schneider 

For Anne Grant, wife of SK Bernie Grant 

For return to good health for Robert Ahr, son of SK Payton Ahr 

For Frances Dougherty, mother-in law of SK Paul Krusac 

For the return to good health of Sue  Munno, wife of SK Ed Munno 

For Louise Dougherty, sister-in-law of SK Paul Krusac who suffered a stroke 

For the continued discernment for SK Frank Kozel 

For the return to good health for Sr. Carol Ann Ptacek, sister of SK & CCC Bill Ptacek   

For the return to good health for Lady Ann Kellner, wife of SK Fred Kellner 

For the return to good health for SK Len Hilliard 

For the return to good health for Lady Sandy Ptacek wife of SK Bill Ptacek  

For the return to good health for SK Paul Krusac 

For the return to good health for John Hudak, cousin of SK Jack Ayers 

For repose of the soul of SK Art Bissonnette and comfort for his family  

For the repose of the soul of Yan-Pan Ngan, father-in-law of SK Alex Hernandez 

For the repose of the soul of Charles Ragain, uncle of SK Doyle Kitchen 

For the return to good health for Fr. Rueben Chen  

For the return to good health for Shannon Klotz, daughter of SK Roger Klotz 

For the return to good health for Msgr Henry is currently Pastor of St Ann’s in Coppell. 

August 

            

            

24 Mon Assembly Meeting/Dinner/Awards St Mark's 6:30 PM Jack Ayers 

September 

            

            

28 Mon Assembly Meeting  St Mark's 7:30 PM Jack Ayers 

            

October 

2-3-4 Sat 4th  Degree Exemplification Marriott   Jack Ayers 

17 Sat VA BBQ Bonham 10:00 AM C. Neubecker 

26 Mon Assembly Meeting St Mark's 7:30 Jack Ayers 

29 Thurs. Lunch for Veterans at Fisher House Dls VA Hosp 10:00 Bob Wise 

            

            

November 

14 Sat Patriotic Event All Sts. TBD Roger Klotz 

11 Tues Veterans Day Parade St. Paul's 9:00 AM Jim Massey 

23 Mon Assembly Meeting  St Mark's 7:30 PM Jack Ayers 


