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Charting the Waters  
Sir Knights: 
 

Last month I encouraged support of the 
Fisher House after their CEO, Ken Fisher, 
came to the rescue of the families of recent 
deceased servicemen.  October 31, I was so 
happy to be a part of the group to participate 
in our Assembly's Quarterly luncheon. It was 
great meeting some of the families and 
hearing their expressions of gratitude for our 
serving them a really good hot meal.  And I will attest to the "really 
good" comments as we were able to partake after the residents.  Kudos 
to SK John and Barb Meyer, SK Harry Storey, SK Jack Ayers, SK Bob 
Wise and SK Jim and Shirley Sammons who also help prepare and serve 
the meal.  SK Ed Munno, our Chairman for this event, had purchased all 
the food and cooked the pasta sauce but was not able to join us this 
month as his wife Sue was in the hospital. 
  

We budgeted to add the support of one additional seminarian this year 
and our Diocesan Vocations Coordinator, Vic Muse, has accepted our 
choice of Henry S. Martinez, attending Redemptoris Mater. Now our 
three supported young men are all there at one place making it easier for 
them to come visit. 
  

You will read below in the Color Commander's Report about the 
Veteran's Day activities in which our participants joined with the other 
area members. We have the best of the best in our group and we should 
be especially proud of what Commander Bill has wrought. We get 
another chance to participate in our favorite Christmas Parade, 
December 7.  Come out and join us in the parade.  We are a crowd 
pleaser! 
  

Continued on page 2 
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Charting the Waters (Cont’d)  

Its time for the Mid-year Budget & Planning Meeting.  I have reserved McGivney Hall on 
Saturday, January 11, starting at 8:30.  Be sure to attend and make a case for your favorite 
causes.  
  
Enjoy the beautiful Fall weather and may everyone have a Blessed and fun-filled Thanksgiv-
ing.  Don't forget what we all have to be thankful for in our lives. 
  
Blessings and Good Health to all of you. 
 

Vivat Jesu’ 
 

Ron Schoof, FN 

 

  Committee 0f 1,000 
By Mike Greene 

 
The Committee of 1000 is a program which funds incidental expenses for seminarians 
in the Diocese of Dallas. All funds collected are given to Msgr Michael Olson and Fr. 
Fernando Carranza for their distribution to seminarians in need. This is an important 
program, as these seminarians do not have a "full boat" college scholarship with all the 
trimmings nor do all of them have family resources to help them in their needs. Re-
cently Council 13520 collected money to help one of the seminarians buy a winter 
coat. Yes, seminarians get cold too. 
 
These pins show YOUR support for our seminarians, especially those who the Assem-
bly supports through the RSVP Program. The pins are $10 each. Show you care. Sup-
port vocations, your future depends upon it.  If your Council does not have any pins, 
see our Faithful Trustee Mike Greene who always has some pins. 



Christopher Columbus Assembly 2266  November 2013 

WWW.KOFC2266.ORG  Page 3 

 COLOR CORPS COMMANDER’S REPORT 
I am writing this report the day after Veterans’ 
Day, and I want to thank all my fellow veterans 
and their family members who have served in the 
armed forces.  That goes for your spouses too, 
because they served with you as they kept the 
home fires burning when you were deployed.  I 
also want to thank my fellow Color Corps (CC) 
members that participated in the Veterans’ Day 
Parade at St. Paul’s School, because it’s an event 
the children look forward to every year. 
 

Thank you also to those CC members who have 
participated in our many events since my last report.  There have been many, and I appre-
ciate the support I’ve received.  
 

Once again, I ask the Color Corps (CC) members to seriously consider participating in CC 
events in locations other than their home parishes.  The regulars that consistently move 
around are not always available, so I’m asking for the help of all.  More is always better. 
  
The events currently scheduled for the remainder of November and in December are as 
follows: 
 

November 16, Council 13520’s Memorial Mass/Corporate Communion at All Saints 
at 5:00 PM. 

November 24, Council 11716’s Memorial Mass/Corporate Communion at Prince of 
Peace at 9:30 AM. 

December 7, Plano Christmas Parade at 9:00 AM starting at the PISD Admin. Build-
ing. 

December 10, Novena Rosary and Guadalupe Mass at St. Mark starting at 7:00PM. 
December 12, Guadalupe Mass at 6:30 PM at All Saints that will include a Rosary and 

procession outside of the Church. 
 

November has been and remains a busy month.  Strong CC turnouts will be greatly appre-
ciated. 
 

The invitation to join the Color Corps is open to all of our Assembly members.  Our new 
Color Corps members SKs Carlos Medina and Brad Schinstock have accepted the invi-
tation after joining the 4th Degree in September.   If you’d like to give the Color Corps a 
try before making a commitment, please contact one of us listed below.  We can get you 
involved without a formal practice, and we have some “loaner regalia,” so you can give it 
a try before becoming a full-fledged member.  You can call or send me an e-mail at 
billptacek@hotmail.com, or contact Jim or Paul at the numbers listed below.  Please con-
sider joining this highly visible arm of the Knights of Columbus.  I think you would 
find it enjoyable, and the camaraderie is great!                                 Continued on  Page 4 



Christopher Columbus Assembly 2266  November 2013 

WWW.KOFC2266.ORG  Page 4 

On behalf of my Deputy Color Corps Commanders (DCCCs) listed below, please know that 
it is our pleasure and honor to serve you.  We look forward to having you on the Color 
Corps Team. 
 

And last, but not least, we wish you and your families a HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bill Ptacek Jim Massey Paul Krusac 
CCC DCCC DCCC  
972-424-6507 972-235-6158 972-516-0659 

COLOR CORPS COMMANDER’S REPORT (Cont’d) 

VA Hospital Barbecue 
By SK Chuck Neubecker 

We had our 15th annual barbecue at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Bonham, TX 
on Saturday October 12th. This hospital serves US military veterans in north Texas and 
neighboring states and the barbecue is a way to say thank you on behalf on the community 
to the veterans who are resident patients at the hospital and adjacent nursing home.  The 
event is in keeping with the Patriotic order of the 4th degree.  Veterans were present who 
served our country in World War II, Korea, the Cold War, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan. 150 hospital patients, nursing home residents, and hospital staff were 
served hamburgers, hot dogs, beans, fruit, cake, cookies, donuts, home made ice cream, and 
sundry other items.  They enjoyed it immensely and many went through the line several 
times.  We served over 200 hamburgers and 180 hot dogs.  A raffle of telephone calling 
cards, lottery tickets, and snacks was held, which is always a big hit with the vets. 

We often have a little drama and this 
year was no exception. One of the two 
grills was not working.  Quick re-
sourceful action by Sir Knight Pat 
Haney and 3rd degree knight David 
Leland (Council 6065) solved the 
problem. 

Participating were a total of fifteen 4th 
degree (Christopher Columbus As-
sembly) and 3rd degree Knights and 
family members. Also Sir Knight Pat 
Haney arranged for 17 children and 4 

adult chaperones from the St. Mark’s Youth Group to participate.  They were a big help in 
serving the food and pushing wheel chairs for the veterans.  

Continued on Page 5    
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VA Hospital Barbecue (Cont’d) 

A huge donation of all the meat was received from Gary Hirsch of Hirsch Meats (Parker and 
Alma), all the ice cream from Henry Gentry of Henry’s Homemade Ice Cream (Parker and 
Independence). Thanks to all the knights involved in arranging the donations.  Generous cash 
donations were received from the councils: 12021 ($300), 6065 ($200), 11716 ($100), 7850 
($100), and 13520 ($100). Gift Card donations for food were received from Sam’s Whole-
sale Club (Central Expressway and Spring Creek), Costco (Central Expressway), Costco 
(Dallas Parkway), Tom Thumb (Parker and Independence), and vegetables from Bud’s 
Salad’s (arranged by SK Blake Thompson).  Please patronize our sponsors with your busi-
ness.   Bill and Sandy Ptacek donated half of the hamburger and hot dog buns.   
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Computers for the Blind 
 

By SK Jim Massey 
 
 

We have for several years collected computers and related parts for a group of gentlemen that 
retrofit the equipment and donate to the blind. They have received several inquiries requesting 
whether or not that they will accept a single printer, fax, telephone, TV, etc. They are primari-
ly interested in computers and related parts, BUT will take these other items and they will be 
accepted if they are delivered to their shop on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-5PM at 1201 S. 
Sherman St.in Richardson, Texas, Suite 204. If you have any questions you may feel free to 
contact Gil at 214-282-2581 or gb9130@gmail.com  They are appreciative for the Knights 
and their friends and request that we keep equipment flowing to them. This group of gentle-
men is to be commended for the continuation of this service to the handicapped and deserve 
our assistance when we find surplus computers and related parts that they can utilize in their 
operations. Thanks for your consideration. 

Fisher House Lunch for Vets and Family 
 

On Thursday, October 31st, Barb and John Meyer, Shirley and Jim Sammons, Jack Ayers, 
Bob Wise, Ron Schoof, and Harry Storey served a delicious Italian lunch to the veterans and 
their families staying at the Fisher House. Ed Munno prepared his famous pasta sauce with 
Italian sausage and short ribs for the meal. The Knights and their ladies also served penne pas-
ta, Caesar and fruit salads, bread, brownies and Halloween desserts to the guests. Many of the 
guests came back for seconds and thanked the Knights for the wonderful hot meal (the first 
hot meal they had had in several days). The Fisher House is located next to the VA Hospital 
in Dallas and enables family members to be close to a loved one at the most stressful time - 
during the hospitalization for a combat injury, illness or disease. There is no charge for veter-
ans or their families to stay at the Fisher House. The Assembly is next scheduled to serve 
lunch at the Fisher House on January 30st. To volunteer, contact Ed Munno at edmun-
no@aol.com  
 

  

 

-article by Harry Storey; picture taken by John Meyer and submitted by Jack Ayers 

Pictured in the Fisher House kitchen are 

(clockwise from bottom)  

Bob Wise (back to camera), Jim Sam-

mons, Ron Schoof, Shirley Sammons,  

Barb Meyer, Jack Ayers and Harry Sto-

rey.  
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St. Paul’s Veteran Day Parade 

Every year on Veterans Day, November 11th, St. Paul’s has parade around the school grounds.  

Our Color Corps leads the parade.  It is a great parade as the route is about 200 yards so it is 

not difficult to walk.  There are always a group of Veterans participating, some who walk and 

some who are driven.  The school kids line the parade route with lots of colorful signs and 

sing patriotic songs.  This year the Color Corps consisted of our DDM Bill Ptacek, DCC Jim 

Massey, DCC Paul Krusac, George Mount, Jim Sammons, Stan Tax, Kevin Quinn, Mike 

Reisinger.  They were joined Dan Eckelkamp and Jeff Davis from 3004 and Don O’Bryan 

from 2506.  It was a beautiful, sunny, cool day, excellent  weather for a parade. 
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Upcoming Events 

Date Day Event Location Time Contact 

November 

11 Mon Veterans Day Parade St. Paul's 9:00 AM   

16 Sat Fall Ball SEAS 7 to 10 PM Bob Wilson 

            

25 Mon Assembly Meeting  St Mark's 7:30 PM Ron Schoof 

December 

            

8 Sun 
Christmas Luncheon and Meet our Seminari-
ans  Ye Shire 1 to 4 PM Mike G/Rick O 

            

    NO Business Meeting       

            

January 

11 Sat Mid-Year Planning Meeting St Mark's 8:30 AM Ron Schoof 

            

27 Mon Assembly Meeting St Mark's 7:30 PM Ron Schoof 

30 Thurs Lunch for Veterans at Fisher House Dls VA Hosp 10:00 AM Ed Munno 
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Good of the Order  

 

For our troops, especially those in harm’s way 
For an end to abortions  
For vocations to the Priesthood and religious life 
For all who are unemployed or underemployed 
For the U.S. Bishops in their fight against HHS 
For all Veterans in VA Hospitals 
For return to good health for SK Bill Ptacek’s sisters Jackie Brightwell and Sr. Carol Ann 
Ptacek 
For return to good health for Jimmy Sammons, son of SK Jim Sammons, and the Sammons 
family 
For George Schneider who is suffering with Parkinson, brother of SK Al Schneider 
For Carolyn Waggoner who is suffering with Parkinson, sister-in-law of SK Mike Greene 
For Eric Weaver, son of SK Bob Weaver, who has leukemia 
For return to good health for Grace Snuggs 
For Anne Grant, wife of SK Bernie Grant 
For return to good health for Sr. Rose Marie Martin 
For return to good health for Linda Picard Lynch, daughter of SK Joe Picard 
For return to good health for Robert Ahr, son of SK Payton Ahr 
For Frances Dougherty, mother-in law of SK Paul Krusac 

For the return to good health of Mike Murray of Council 6065 
For the return to good health of Patricia Rock, wife of SK Keith Rock 
For the return to good health of Angela Chapman, wife of SK John Chapman 
For the return to good health of Sue  Munno, wife of SK Ed Munno 
For the repose of the soul of SK Chris Matera and for comfort for his wife Noreen and the 
Matera family 
For the repose of the soul of SK Charles Lutz and for comfort for his wife Betty and the Lutz 
family 
For Louise Dougherty, sister-in-law of SK Paul Krusac who suffered a stroke on Friday 
For the repose of the soul of Graciela Salas Pitts, mother of SK Bob Pitts, who passed away 
and for comfort for the entire Pitts family during this time of grief 
For SK Dick Sisler’s return to good health 
For return to good health for SK Ralph Burbey  
For return to good health for Mary Jayne Ringham, wife of SK Lee Ringham 
For the repose of the soul of Patricia Stankunas Coreris, sister of SK Ed Stankunas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


