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TENNESSEE’S ASSEMBLY OF THE YEAR FOR 2015 

STAR ASSEMBLY (2015/2016) 

 

FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S NOTES 

 

Well, November is over, and it was a busy month for our Assembly.  We participated in the Veterans’ Day 

ceremonies at the National Cemetery, we had a Corporate Communion at St. Jude, we had an Honor Guard for 

Brother Knight Jessie Hawkins at OLPH – and that was the first 15 days. We all suffered the tragic horror of the 

bus crash which took six innocent lives.  We had the opportunity to thank God with our families (or for some of 

us our extended families – for better or worse) for all the many gifts He has given to us.  

We have entered the season.  This is a season which we should reflect and prepare for the coming of our Savior 

at Christmas.  This is a time of year where it is easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of shopping, parties 

and other worldly distractions.  Advent should be a reflective, somber season.   Just as in the season of Lent 

(While a different celebration to follow).  The church gives us the opportunity to prepare ourselves for the gift of 

Jesus’ birth.  We may not know the exact time, day, month or even the year of His birth, but it is important to 

remember the love of God the Father for us to give His only begotten Son for the salvation of the world. It is not 

Happy Holidays! It is not Merry X-Mas! It is MERRY CHRISTMAS – CHRIST’SMASS! It is important to 

remember the reason for the season. 

I wish all of you and your families the happiest and holiest of the Christmas Season.  I pray that God will bless 

all of you in this season and throughout the New Year 

Vivat Jesus, SK Bill Soffe 

 

SEMINARIAN SUPPORT 

 

The Assembly has adopted a seminarian – Matthew Donahue.  Matthew is beginning his second year of studies.  

If you want to send a card of support his address is % Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary, 2500 Cold Springs 

Road, Indianapolis, IN 46222. If you would like to make a special contribution to this effort, please send a check 

to Mike Horten, 371 Hillcrest Circle, Ringgold, Georgia 30736.  Mark seminarian support on your check. 
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FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER REPORT  

 

As of November 28, 2016, financial and membership status is: 

 

PURSER REPORT COMPTROLLER REPORT 

Patriotic Fund $442.88 Members in Arrears 8 

Religious Fund $1,079.00 Honorary Member 3 

4th Degree Fund $1,029.04 Honorary Life Members 25 

Cause of Fr. Ryan $0.00 Disabled Member 1 

Certificate of Deposit $3,000.00 Sir Knights Paid to date 130 

Total $5,550.92 Total 171 

 

UP COMING 

 

2017 Dues Notices will be mailed on December 23, 2016.  Assembly dues are $12 per year and the assembly is 

requesting an additional “voluntary” contribution of $8 which will be split between the Religious and Patriotic 

Fund.  The Assembly voted to waive dues for Permanent Deacons but they can contribute if they wish.  

 

CAUSE FOR SAINTHOOD FOR FATHER PATRICK RYAN 

Most Reverend Richard F. Stika, Bishop of Knoxville, presented the Cause for Fr. Ryan, to the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops.  He received support to continue this effort. 

Below is the new Prayer Card for Father Patrick Ryan with his designation as “Servant of God”. 

The Assembly has begun an effort to help with expenses for the canonization of Fr. Ryan.  The Assembly is 

requesting each Sir Knight to consider contributing $60.00 to this effort.  This would generate $10,000 for the 

Cause of Sainthood.  Make a contribution checks payable to Basilica of St. Peter and St. Paul.  Mark your check 

“Cause for Fr. Ryan”.  Mail your check to 148 East 8th Street, Chattanooga, TN 37402. 

Prayer for the Canonization of Servant of God 

Father Patrick Ryan 

 

Heavenly Father, You inspired Servant of God Father Patrick Ryan,  

(the namesake of this assembly) to be a model of charity in action. 

 

Grant, we beseech You Heavenly Father, that his heroic charity during the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1878 be 

recognized by Your Church, and that he be elevated to the full honor of Sainthood.  

 

May we, too, be inspired by his example to that same measure of charity towards all our brothers and sisters in 

need. 

 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, 

in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

Amen 

 

 



 

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE 
 

www.kofcknights.org 

 

Click on “Assemblies”, Scroll down to Assembly Number and fill in 1084 in box.  Click on “Go to this Assembly”.  

When, you get to our website, save the link to your “Favorites”. 

 

The website will have a calendar of upcoming events, prayer requests, assembly minutes, assembly by-laws and 

newsletter.  If you have anything you want to add to the website contact Raleigh Cooper or Mike Horten.  

 

CAPTAINS COMMENTS 

 

Thou Shalt not Covert…   If we step back from the politics of the moment and look at the idea of Greed in 

historical terms, well it has been condemned from the dawn of civilization. Philosophers from Socrates and Plato, 

Savonarola, to David Hume and Immanuel Kant saw greed as a moral violation, to be avoided and denounced.  

The Catholic poet Prudentius depicted greed in the Early Middle Ages as the most frightening of vices. The Bible 

sets it in stone that it is damned by God in his 10th Commandment; thou shalt not covert…nor anything of thy 

neighbors. Many now condemn greed for it’s effects on society, lives ruined, charity ignored. Greed can also 

encourage morally and ethically dubious behaviors; remember the character Gordon Gekko.  

 

Business men and economists are citizens that have embraced greed; greed is good. Greed is right. Greed works 

to energize society, greed works. The market place will find solutions to problems. Efficiencies promoted by 

greed will triumph over wasteful practices. There are winners and losers all determined by your market place 

worth, where you fit in the economy. The homeless, the broken families, the elderly/sick/spent, the dim, the 

addicted, the untrained or wrongly trained, are all surplus people who are not efficient and a drag on the economy. 

They are inefficient.  

 

Where do you think Jesus would side on this matter?  Where do you stand?  Is there a dialectic that is morally 

acceptable?  How much should government intervene to protect the public from exploitation?  I think in the next 

four years we may have to take a hard look at these thoughts. 

 

Vivat Jesus,  SK Mike Meehan 

   

Scribacious Musings 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

 

A well-deserved, hip, hip, hurray to last year’s Assembly 1084 officers who guided us to the district award of  

Star Assembly for 2015-16. The guilty fourth degree knights who proved up to the task are: Marv Gabalski, Bill 

Soffe,  Dwight Ash, Mike Horten, Tom Tidwell, Eric Pelton, Ed Szelengiewicz .  All 1084 members deserve a 

cheer for their service to others.  

 

Please remember and pray for your dead relatives and friends in Purgatory. Mary has a special relationship to the 

souls in Purgatory, ask her, by praying the rosary to release or minify the punishment for those souls you know 

in Purgatory. 

 

Up Coming Events 

Some of us are scheduled to pass out breakfast snacks @ the VA Medical Facility @ East Gate. You know who 

you are. This is a worthwhile activity done in the spirit of the fourth degree. If you have the time and inclination 

to participate contact Marv for details.  

http://www.kofcknights.org/


 

There will be no December Family Social, we will differ to the many labors and distractions associated with the 

preparations for your Christmas Holiday.  WE DO WISH YOU AND YOURS BLESSED AND MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

The council @ St. Augustan’s Parish has opened an invitation to any of the Assembly who would like to join 

them @ Universal Joint (near the courthouse and Veterans Bridge) for their celebration on Dec. 17th.6:30pm. Ten 

dollars will be collected for Community Kitchen and bring gag gift. 

Current and Ongoing Projects  

We have several members of our Assembly who have regalia and are either unable or unwilling to participate in our Assembly events.  I would like to 

strongly encourage you to either donate to the assembly or to another Sir Knight who does not have regalia.  This 

would be the charitable and fraternal thing to do.  

Next Corporate Communion (color corps event) December 4th 10:30 a.m.@  St. Augustine on Signal Mtn.. 

On January 7th., there will occur the Mid-Year Middle Tennessee State Convention of the Knight of Columbus in 

Nashville at the Catholic Center. More details and opportunities to attend will be presented to you as we close in 

on that date.  

 

Assembly Rosary Thursday January 19th. @ 5:30, followed by 6:45 Assembly Officers meeting, followed by 

Business Meeting @ the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul 

 

FOURTH DEGREE CEREMONY scheduled for May 13th. @ the Basilica of Sts Peter and Paul 

 

Your Leadership 
 

 2016-2017 ASSEMBLY OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

 
Seniors – Bill Deml  Social – Vacant             Church – Vacant 

Patrotic – Marv Gabalski Community – Vacant   Benevolent – Vacant 

 

If you want to serve, contact FN Bill Soffe 

 

Faithful Friar 

Fr. Bertin Glennon 

Basilica of St. Peter & Paul 

Faithful Captain 

Michael Meehan  

(423)488-4943 

meehanmfedu@gmail.com 

Faithful Pilot 

Dwight Ash 

(423) 314-5156 

dwightash@att.net 

Faithful Scribe 

Deacon Paul Nelson 

paulnelson@gmail.com 

Faithful Purser 

Raleigh Cooper 

423) 580-6829 

rcooperiii@juno.com 

 

Asst. Comptroller 

Eric J. Pelton 

(323) 622-3156 

eric@ejpelton.com 

Inner Sentinel 

Ed Klem 

 

Outer Sentinel 

Jason McCully 

Trustee 1 Year 

Jerry Young 

(423) 842-8601 

2old2byoung@epbfi.com 

 

Trustee 2 Year 

Phillip L. Daniel 

(423) 316-2159 

phildaniel@aol.com 

Trustee 3 Year 

Tom Tidwell 

(423) 886-7081 

tttidwell@yahoo.com 

Faithful Admiral 

Marv Gabalski 

(423)949-4927 

mcgabalski@aol.com 

  

 

Field Agents Info -                   

Mr. Paul Huinker 

517 Soddy View Ln 

Soddy Daisy, TN 37379 

Cell 423-486-8150  Email: paul.huinker@kofc.org     



 

 
     

 

 


