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Faithful Navigator 
SK Rick Bentine, PGK 

My Fellow Sir Knights, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!   
 
The Advent wreath, or Advent crown, is a Christian tradition that symbolizes passage 
of the four weeks of Advent in the liturgical calendar of the Church. It is usually a 
horizontal evergreen wreath with four candles, sometimes with a fifth, white candle in 
the center. Beginning with the First Sunday of Advent, the lighting of a candle can be 
accompanied by a Bible Reading, devotional time and prayers. An additional candle is 
lit during each subsequent week until, by the last Sunday before Christmas, all four 
candles are lit. Many Advent wreaths include a fifth, Christ candle which is lit 
at Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

FAITHFUL CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

Faithful Captain 
SK Adrian Rodriguez, 
PGK 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL!!! 
December 16, 2017  

@ 6:30 PM  
(after mass at 5 PM St. Josephs) 

Siciliano’s A Taste of Italy 
2210 W Buckingham Rd, Garland, 

TX 75042  

Cost = $20 per Person  
 

Entrée: Lasagna, Veal parm, 
Spaghetti w/ sauce option, 
Fettuccine, Alfredo (can add 
chicken) or Eggplant parm 

(includes Soup, Salad, Garlic 
rolls) 

Drink : Tea or Soda 

Dessert: Chocolate Ganache 
Cake, Italian Cream Cake, or 
Cheese Cake 

ASSEMBLY COUNCILS 
 
Council # 8954 

St. Josephs Catholic Church 

 

Council # 12300 

St. Anthonys Catholic Church 

 

Council # 9337 

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic 
Church 

 

Council # 6402 

Good Shepperd Catholic Church 

 

Council # 10646 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

 

Council # 13158 

Divine Mercy Catholic Church 

 

Council # *NEW* 

Mother of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Parish 

The Star Assembly and Civic Award 
The Fourth Degree Our Lady of Guadalupe Province District 3  
Master Patrick “Pat” J Conway Sr presented two awards to the 
Mother Teresa Assembly 2506 at the November’s Assembly 
meeting. The Civic Award and the Star Assembly Award. The Star 
Assembly award was for achievements in Civic Activities. Patriotic 
Programs and Membership Growth for the 2016-2017 fraternal 
 

The Star Assembly Award was presented to PFN Robert Font for his 
leadership of the Assembly in achieving this award. The District 
Master also presented the Civic Award to PFN Robert Font and FN 
Rick Bentine. 
 

CIVIC AWARD 
The Civic Award is presented annually as a tribute to the spirit of 
patriotism and national pride exemplified in activities conducted by 
Fourth Degree assemblies. Assemblies conducting a minimum of 
four different patriotic programs during the fraternal year are  
eligible for the Civic Award. 
 
ROBERT AND RICK WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE SIR 
KNIGHTS FOR THEIR HELP WINNING THESE AWARDS. 



FAITHFUL ADMIRAL’S REPORT 

Faithful Admiral 
SK Robert Font 
PFN 

Make sure you recognize the small miracles in your life… 
Do you recognize the small miracles in your life?  As a professional geological sci-
entist, I earned various work-related certifications throughout my career.  Some of 
these were credentials at both the national and international level and others 
were geared to secure work privileges within individual states.  I remember one 
case, in particular, concerning an important certification regarding environmental 
issues.  I attended a rigorous three-day seminar which culminated with a thor-
ough, comprehensive exam.  Some of the material covered in the short course 
was known to me and other subjects were new.  As the exam was about to begin, 
I felt sure that I had a good handle on the material; I expected to do well.   

 

To my surprise, the multiple-choice exam was much longer than expected, includ-
ed various problems requiring time-consuming calculations and was also to be 
completed under strict timing constraints.  We were told not to leave any ques-
tions blank, as these would be counted against us with points deducted from the 
final grade.  I was doing well, but underestimated the time constraint.  Thus, when 
it was announced that we had only one minute left to complete the test, I still had 
about 25% of the questions left to look at.   

 

See page 6 for continuation of story.    
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SK Robert “Bob” Fries 
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You may have noticed that the Patriots that I have chosen to write about in the Patriot 
of the Month article are somewhat obscure.  Most of these have been taken from a 
book by Senator Mike Lee called, ”Written out of History” (Sentinel, 2017).  The subtitle 
is, ‘The forgotten Founders who fought big government’.  The book discusses some of 
our earliest patriots who are rarely (if ever) discussed in history books or schools.  

 

There was a famous quote from Winston Churchill; “History will be kind to me for I in-
tend to write it” which illustrates the theme of the book.  These were patriots who 
bucked the system and for their efforts did not generally get mentioned.  Many were 
more or less controversial.  Obviously they haven’t been forgotten completely, and 
Senator Lee’s book tries to make them a little better known and why they should be 
remembered.      See page 7 for continuation of story.    

THE ADMIRAL’S TABLE 

FAITHFUL PILOT’S REPORT 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS      4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY              www.mtassembly2506.org  

Color Corp Commander 

SK Don O’Bryan 

VOLUME 12, ISSUE XXIV 

DECEMBER 2017 

MOTHER TERESA ASSEMBLY # 2506 (GARLAND, TEXAS)  

FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER’S REPORT 

Faithful Comptroller 
SK Chester Salacinski 

Current membership for the Assembly now stands at 207.   
Deacon Randy Wilson has been reactivated and is now part of Mother Teresa Assembly. 
 
The next Exemplification is scheduled to be held on Saturday, March 10 in Marshall TX.  (Details 
to follow.)  Now is the time to speak to prospective members about joining the Fourth Degree.  
I have Form 4s on hand if necessary. 
Dues notices will be mailed soon so set some funds aside to maintain your membership.  I’m 
asking your support to pay your dues in a timely fashion this year.  Membership cards will be 
issued after dues are paid. 
Now that the winter season will soon begin and for those who plan to take some time to enjoy 
some winter activities I’ll offer a little advice.  If you are going to try some cross-country skiing, 
start with a small country.” 
Merry Christmas to all and have a Blessed New Year. 

COLOR CORP CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mother Teresa Assembly 2016-17 Color Corps Calendar 

Date Assembly Time Start Time Location Event 

01/20/18 9:15 AM 10:00 AM Cathedral Roe v. Wade Memorial Mass 

02/10/18 5:00 PM 5:30 PM Sacred Heart Council 10646 Corporate Communion 

06/16/18 5:00 PM 5:30 PM Sacred Heart Council 10646 Officers Installation 

NEW PRO-LIFE SIGN STAR ASSEMBLY AND CIVIC AWARD PHOTOS 

On November 5th, at St. Josephs Catholic Church, 

Council 8954 helped restore a new Pro-Life “Baby 

Due” sign facing Jupiter Rd.  This sign can be seen by 

all travelers driving by St. Josephs Catholic School and 

Church.  
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VETERAN’S BREAKFAST (November 2017) by District Deputy 110, SK Rick Guzman 

On 11/12/17 members of KofC Council 12300 Wylie Texas at St. Anthony’s which included Knights and Sir Knights held the 
5th Annual Veterans Breakfast at Father Pondant’s Hall. The breakfast served approximately 125 individuals which were 
made up of Veterans and their families to include Father Anthony Densmore and his father who are both veterans as well.  
 
The Breakfast was held after the 7:30am Mass in which the MTA 2506 Color Corps participated and was led by Color Corps 
Commander SK Don O’Bryan.  
 
The opening welcome was conducted by the Master of Ceremony Grand Knight SK Raymond Zavala who is a Gunny Ser-
geant with the United States Marine Reserves and who first initiated this wonderful tribute to our Veterans five years ago. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Squire Jordan Callagher.    
 
District Deputy, SK Rick Guzman followed up by thanking all the Veterans for their service and the sacrifices experienced by 
their families.  District Deputy then played his 12 string guitar and sang America the Beautiful which dedicated to all the Veter-
ans and their families.  
 
Grand Knight Raymond Zavala then introduced the Guest Speaker Father Anthony Densmore.  Father Tony described serv-
ing as a soldier is very similar to Missionary work.  As clergymen are consecrated to do God’s work, soldiers are consecrated 
to protect not only our Freedom but also the Freedom of the oppressed in other countries.  
 
Grand Knight Raymond Zavala then presented Father Tony with two KofC shirts ( a black one and a blue one) which had 
KofC Veterans Breakfast 2017 on the front and a picture of the US Flag and a cross which read: I stand for the flag and kneel 
for the cross.  
 
Grand Knight Raymond Zavala then conducted a symbolic ceremony in which a table a set with a Lime, a plate of salt, and 
empty glass and a empty chair which was leaning on table. The lime symbolizes the bitter taste of losing a love one to war, 
the empty glass and chair is to remember that love is not there to join us in a drink or dine with us, and the salt symbolizes 
the salt from the tears that are shed when losing a veteran.  
 
District Deputy Rick Guzman then played Taps on his trumpet thus playing Tribute to all those who served and are no longer 
with us.  
 
The ceremony was closed and the blessing of the food was given by Father Tony. We had eggs, bacon, sausage, omelettes, 
fruit, waffles and a variety of beverages. 
 
The Squires Circle gave out 21 Packets to Veterans, which contained a star which came from a USA Flag which had been 
retired.  
 
From its inception to the present the Veterans Breakfast has been made possible by the members of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council 12300 and their Ladies, by CRHP Retreat brothers and sisters and other parishioners who all believe in a com-
mon goal and that is to Honor the Men and Women who have served our Great Nation.  
 
Displayed were the American and Papal Flags. Also displayed were Flags from each of the Military Branches.  
 
Special thanks to SK Bill Morris, and  SK Raul Medina.  

THE PATRIOT NEWSLETTER – IT’S FOR YOU! 
If you would like to contribute to this Newsletter, whether it be a story, photo, or an special event taking 

place at a local parish, please contact Newsletter Editor SK Adrian Rodriguez at AdrianKofC@gmail.com 

mailto:AdrianRKofC@gmail.com


Since the founding of the Knights of Columbus, CHARITY has been the 1st principle of our 

order.   

During the Holiday season, we often get highly focused on our families, and this is a good thing.   

However, we need to also reflect on the needs of those around us.  The Knights of Columbus can 

be proud of the record we have in regard to charity. 

 

Looking back to the last year of 2016, the Knights of Columbus set a record in charitable giving 

for the 18th consecutive year. Our charitable donations increased from $175 million in 2015 to a 

new total of $177.5 million in 2016. And we also have a new record in the number of charitable 

service hours in 2016, volunteering more than 75 million hours of service (more than 1 million 

more hours than 2015). 

 

What charities do the Knights of Columbus contribute?   

Nationally our order supports charities like Christian Refugee Relief Fund, Disaster Relief  

efforts nationally, Ultrasound Initiative, Coats for Kids, Special Olympics, Global Wheelchair 

Mission, Habitat for Humanity, etc. 

 

In concert with our State council we also contribute to these charities:  

Cardinal Medeiros Fund, Educational Grants, Natural Disasters, Blood Drives, Blue Masses, etc.  

 

Each council contributes to the State Charities fund, and the Bishop of each Diocese will receive 

70% of  charity contributions and 100% of all monies that exceed your Diocesan charity goal. 

 

Each council also does charitable works and our council regularly helps these charities, programs 

and groups.  These included but are not limited to the Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center, 

Wounded Warrior Project, Wylie Community Christian Care Center, St. Vincent de Paul  

Society, K of C 12300 Scholarship Fund, and more. 

 

As the holidays approach and we all need not only to remember what we have done, but what we 

can do.   

DECEMBER 2017 - CHARITY - “Tis the Season for Giving!”  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS      4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY              www.mtassembly2506.org  

VOLUME 12, ISSUE XXIV 

DECEMBER 2017 

MOTHER TERESA ASSEMBLY # 2506 (GARLAND, TEXAS)  

Please remember if you would like your Council’s event mentioned here in this Newsletter, 

please send us your submission before the 29th of each month. 

ASSEMBLY EVENTS IN THE NEWSLETTER 
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At that point, there was nothing I could do but to randomly fill in the blanks and hope for the best.  We 
were told that it would take about a week for the exams to be graded and that we would receive a pass or 
fail notice in the mail.  A grade of “80” was required for passing; for earning the coveted certification.  I 
asked God to help me and prayed as I awaited the results.  When the letter finally arrived, I received my 
certificate, my professional seal and a note displaying my grade on the exam.  Care to guess what my 
grade was?  It was 80!  Not one point more or one point less.  No one will ever convince me that it wasn’t 
God’s hand that guided me when I randomly filled out those blanks! 
 

As we approach Christmas, let us recognize the miracle of our Lord Jesus’ birth and the many small mira-

cles which God grants us in our daily lives.  Take care in recognizing them and give thanks for what God 

does for us! 

STORY CONTINUED - From the Admiral’s Table 

Elbridge Gerry 
Elbridge Gerry  (July 17, 1744  – November 23, 1814) was an American statesman and diplomat.  As a Demo-
cratic-Republican he served as the fifth Vice President of the United States from March 1813 until his death 
in November 1814.  He is known best for being the namesake of gerrymandering, a process by which elec-
toral districts are drawn with the aim of aiding the party in power. 

Born into a wealthy merchant family, Gerry vocally opposed British colonial policy in the 1760s, and was 
active in the early stages of organizing the resistance in the American Revolutionary War.  Elected to the 
Second Continental Congress, Gerry signed both the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confed-
eration.  He was one of three men who attended the Constitutional Convention in 1787 who refused to sign 
the US Constitution because it did not then include a Bill of Rights. After its ratification he was elected to the 
inaugural United States Congress, where he was actively involved in drafting and passage of the Bill of Rights 
as an advocate of individual and state liberties. 

Gerry was at first opposed to the idea of political parties, and cultivated enduring friendships on both sides 
of the political divide between Federalists and Democratic-Republicans. He ran unsuccessfully for Governor of Massachusetts several times 
before winning the office in 1810. Chosen by Madison as his vice presidential candidate in 1812, Gerry was elected, but died a year and a half 
into his term.   

PATRIOT OF THE MONTH By: SK Bob Fries 

 “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in  
           Christ Jesus concerning you.”        - 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

SCRIPTURE VERSE OF THE MONTH 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic-Republican_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic-Republican_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Vice_Presidents_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerrymandering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Articles_of_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Articles_of_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_Convention_(United_States)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Bill_of_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
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REMINDER:  We in the 4th Degree 
participate in the “Chalice Fund.”  
When a Sir Knight passes, a chalice 
or ciborium is engraved with the Sir 
Knight’s name and presented to a 
church, priest or mission designated 
in advance by the Sir Knight and his 
family. In this way, every time the 
chalice or ciborium is used in a 
mass, the Sir Knight is remembered. 

Elbridge Gerry is somewhat famous in the derogatory term gerrymandering, which was coined 
because he was the first to use this method of creating precincts to favor the incumbent party.  
But, you can read up on that if you are interested.  The point is that Gerry often vocally object-
ed to aspects of our founding, and therefore was treated poorly in history.  He was a patriot 
however, and some of his objections were later taken to heart and corrected.   

 

You may want to dig further into these patriots by reading his book, or just going online and 
finding out more about them. 

STORY CONTINUED - From Faithful Pilot’s Report 

AROUND THE ASSEMBLY - EVENTS, NEWS, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE 

This year, we will be placing more emphasis on email communication and the 

Assembly webpage. We strongly encourage that members go onto the page 

and familiarize themselves with the contents and be active in providing input 

and content for both the webpage and newsletter. 

Please follow the link to our webpage at www.mtassembly2506.org  

ASSEMBLY MEETING 

NO MEETING THIS MONTH. Please plan to attend the Christmas Social.  

Our faithful comptroller SK Chester Salacinski, has informed the team that he will 
be retiring as our Faithful Comptroller as soon as a replacement can be found and 
trained. This means if anyone is interested in this position and helping our  
Assembly or know of someone that could help, please let me know. 
 
Faithful Comptroller Job Description 

• Keep a roll & the records of the members with the date of their initiation 

• Collect and receive all monies due the Assembly and all funds obtained from any source 
and transfer the same to the Faithful Purser, and obtain a receipt from  

• Keep accounts of the charges (dues) and receipts of each member  

• Issue Fourth Degree Membership Cards (duly signed and attested as above,  

• He shall upon request by a member transferring to another assembly, issue a transfer 

card, signed by the Faithful Navigator 

• Keep such necessary Official Records and forms as furnished by the   Supreme Secretary.  

• Notify the District Master of the names of all candidates awaiting initiation.  

• Is the custodian of the Seal of the Assembly and affixes same to all proper papers. 

WANTED!!! - FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER 
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2017 - 2018 LIST OF OFFICERS__     

Faithful Friar:   OPEN 
Faithful Navigator:   SK Rick Bentine, PGK 
Faithful Captain:   SK Adrian Rodriguez, PGK 
Faithful Pilot:   SK Bob Fries 
Faithful Admiral:  SK Robert Font, PFN 
Faithful Comptroller:   SK Chester Salacinski 
Faithful Purser:   SK Christopher May 
Faithful Scribe:  SK Raul Medina 
Faithful 1st Year Trustee: SK Manny Ojeda, PGK 
Faithful 2nd Year Trustee: SK John Parker, PFN 
Faithful 3rd Year Trustee: SK Jorge Gonzalez, PFN 
Faithful Inner Sentinel(s): SK Frank Lopez  
Faithful Outer Sentinel(s): SK Marty Martinez 
Faithful Outer Sentinel(s): SK Rick Guzman, DD 
Color Corp Commander: SK Don O’Bryan 
Deputy CC Commander: SK Raul Medina 
Deputy CC Commander: SK Roger Fulton 
Deputy CC Commander: SK George Crossland 

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM OUR PATRON SAINT 

VOLUME 12, ISSUE XXIV 

DECEMBER 2017 

MOTHER TERESA ASSEMBLY # 2506 (GARLAND, TEXAS)  

- Mother Teresa 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY LIST 
12/01 - Daniel R. Henke 

12/05 - Joel J. Lanoux 

12/05 - James A. Williams 

12/08 - Carl J. Kunhardt 

12/10 - Wesley E. Hollis 

12/10 - Kevin M. McGillis 

12/12 - Ron D. Weingartner 

12/14 - Eliseo H. Gomez 

12/14 - Brian M. Roeten 

12/15 - Adrian “ACE” Rodriguez 

12/16 - Jack M. Hopkins 

12/18 - Scott R. Kotrla 

12/18 - Gary L. Kruse 

12/19 - John Carl Scarna 

12/20 - Ozoemenam P. Ohagwu 

12/25 - Trieu Le 

12/29 - Jack Albert Eichman 

“The coming of Jesus at Bethlehem 

brought joy to the world and to every 

human heart. May His coming this 

Christmas bring to each one of us 

that peace and joy that He desires to 

give.” 


