
Today's Readings                               

Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

  

                                        Peace be with You 

  

I don’t know about you but I think I’m hardwired to avoid disappointment. Anytime  I ever took 
a test, I always came out of saying something like – “Oh man, I totally failed that.” and “ I 
guess we’ll just wait and see.  

I don’t think I’ve ever walked out going “YES!” I totaled aced that one.  Ever, and I’ve taken a 
lot of tests in my life. 

Have any of you ever suffered a sorrow in life? 

This is a real question. Have you been let down by someone? 

Especially maybe when you were young? 

Can you still feel that grief, that disappointment? 

I know I can. 

I believe that we are conditioned by our experiences to insulate ourselves from 
disappointment. We keep our guard up. We know life is painful and difficult and often fails to 
live up to our hopes and our expectations.  And the experience of life in the broader world.  

Now let me tell you about Thomas the “Doubting Disciple”.  He deserves to be respected for 
his faith.  Yes, he was a doubter, but his doubts had a purpose, he wanted to know the truth.  
Thomas did not idolize his doubts; he gladly believed when given reasons to do so.  He 
expressed his doubts fully and had them answered completely.  Doubting was his way of 
responding to his great personal loss, not his way of life. 

Although our glimpse of Thomas is brief his character comes through with consistency.  He 
struggled to be faithful to what he knew, despite what he felt. 

Thomas cares more about understanding, more about making real sense of things in his own 
heart and mind than about looking cool. 

Thomas is willing to admit that he doesn’t get it so that he can better follow the path that 
Jesus is describing. 



At one point, when it was plan to everyone that Jesus' life was in danger, only Thomas put 
into words what most were feeling, He said “Let us also go and die with him”.  He did not 
hesitate to follow Jesus. 

After the Resurrection and Jesus’ appearance to him, after Pentecost when the disciples 
dispersed near and far to spread the word of Jesus, church,  legend tell us that Thomas 
traveled all the way to southern India.  Either he walked overland or he hauled himself across 
the Arabian Peninsula in a boat and sailed across the Indian Ocean.  That’s 3000 miles as 
the crow flies, as if he could actually travel a straight line. Given the challenges of traveling in 
the first century that’s highly unlikely. 

Thomas heads out on this long, difficult, dangerous journey, lands among a community of 
Jews in a completely foreign land, and preaches the good news of Jesus. To this day, 
Thomas is considered the father of the church in India and the patron saint of the small 
Christian population in that country. 

Eventually, legend has it – Thomas was martyred there. He was killed for his acts of faith. 

This speaks to the character of Thomas – and the sort of man and sort of disciple he must 
have been. And yet we know him as “Doubting Thomas” as if somehow he is lacking in 
faith because of his questions 

We can doubt without having to live a doubting way of life.  Doubt encourages rethinking.  Its 
purpose is more to sharpen our mind then to change it.  Doubt can be used to pose a 
question, get an answer, and push for a decision.  But doubt was never meant to be a 
permanent condition.  Think of it like this, Doubt is having one foot in the air, poised to step 
forward or backward.  There is no motion until the foot comes down. 

 

Gerry Woodring reports that a member of the parish will pray the rosary outside St. Joseph's 
Church in Newton on Sunday, April 19, 2020 at 10 AM.  Please be advised that social 
distancing rules and face masks are required, if you plan to attend.  

 

VIVAT JESUS!! 

 


