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State Deputy’s Message

Brothers,

We are now at the half way mark in our fraternal year and
every district and council should be meeting the goals and
objectives that were planned for at the beginning of the year.
Membership and programs go hand in hand. One cannot be
successful without the other. | encourage all District Deputies and
Grand Knights to continue to use their monthly planners to achieve
their goals. Only through the careful planning, proper
implementation and communication will you succeed. Success can
be accomplished through T.1.C, ie: Training, Incentives and
Communication.

It is extremely important during this time of year that we use
our resources to help the needy with food, clothing and gifts. Many
are in need and turn to the Knights for our assistance. Church and
community food pantries need our help. Please remember them and
give whatever support you can. Please refer to the Grand Knights
manual on line and CD for a listing of our programs.

Remember to “Keep Christ in Christmas”. Our state program
allows our members to display car magnets, lawn signs and
billboard messages to remind us of the true meaning of Christmas.
Continue to work on “Building the Domestic Church” initiative. All
Councils must focus on this initiative that is the key to growing our
spirituality for our members and families.

On behalf of my fellow state officers, | would like to wish you
a Blessed, holy and joyous Christmas Season. May God give you
strength and knowledge. God bless you all for what you do for our
order.

Merry Christmas!

Vivat Jesus

Bruce De Molli
NJ State Deputy
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Brothers,

As we prepare for the coming Christmas Holidays,
remember to say loudly and proudly “Merry Christmas”. This is
the time of year to wear your Faith on your sleeve. Many times
you will hear “Happy Holidays”, let your response inform
people that you are proud of your Catholic Faith. Display your
“‘Keep Christ in Christmas” magnets and lawn signs
prominently.

Remember that New Years Day is not just a day of
football and beverages, it is also The Solemnity of Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of God. Start your day by celebrating
Mass, thanking Mary for her life as Jesus’ mom, as well as
ours. It is through Our Lady that all we do is possible.

Remember these words from your First Degree, “Mary,
and her Knights, a team beyond compare, in the service of her
Divine Son.” Ask Our Mother for guidance when something is
troubling you, when you have a big decision to make that will
not only effect your life, but even decisions that may seem like
they should be easy ones, sometimes they are the toughest to
make. We all have times like that in our life, and Mary can help
you make the proper choices.

If there is someone that you have trouble getting along
with, or there is a problem between you, get it resolved before
things get to far. Friends and family are something to cherish,
not something you should be pushing away, good people are
hard to find.

Here is an easy choice to make, help your Council with
the Free Throw Tournament, show the kids and their family that
the Knights are here not only for fundraising opportunities, but
also to promote activities that children and families can enjoy.
Not only will the kids have fun and make new friends, but you
may get a new member out of it. Think about it.

John A Gazis, FDD, Crusader Editor

- ©
e the season !
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Prograrry C corrnnaer

Brothers,
I can hardly believe that we have already celebrated Thanksgiving and we are now moving into the Advent
Season. Itis now time to prepare for Christmas and all the joy this season brings. In just several weeks we
will celebrate the Birthday of our Savior, Jesus Christ. What a wonderful and awesome time this is for children
and adults alike. The Knights of Columbus are out in the forefront of celebrating this season through our
distribution of the “Keep Christ in Christmas” magnets, Christmas cards, food for the
hungry and winter coats for kids. Let everyone see that the Knights of Columbus
leads the way to keep the Christmas Season and to truly “Keep Christ in Christmas”.
Through our charitable works for those less fortunate as well as our observance of
our faith, we can be the shining example of what the Christmas Season is about!
The first half of the Columbian year is almost gone and we need to take

inventory on how we are doing. Have we met our goals that we set back in July for
Youth, Council, Church, Community and Respect Life? If you have, then congratulations! You are probably on
course for the Columbian Award or maybe even Star Council. If not, don’t despair. There is still time to get
back on course and you have so many programs to choose from to help you meet your goals. To assist you in
your planning, please use the “Fraternal Leader Success Planner” from Supreme, which will enable you to plan
out your programs for the next 3 to 6 months. The planner will remind you of important upcoming Supreme
programs as well as programs the State your Council are planning. In addition, the planner will help you fill
out your Fraternal Survey due at the end of January.

As a reference, here are some programs you should consider for December-January:

“Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest
Mass - corporate Communion celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception - 12/8.
Marian Devotional Prayer Program is The Blessed Immaculate Conception
Council Website Contest; deadline is 12/31
Keeping Christ in Christmas - Christmas cards and magnets
Feeding needy families for Christmas
Visiting the shut in and sick from your parish and council.
Visiting a Homeless Shelter and helping them financially, with blankets, coats and time
Welcoming back members who we have not seen for a while to participate in our programs
New Eyes for the Needy — something FREE
Free Throw Contest
Coats for Kids

With good planning, comes great success! Keep your Council active and looking towards your next
event. Open up your events to non-members to expand your team and get a few extra hands. Who knows?
Maybe those non-members will see the good your Council does and will look to join the Knights. Do not miss
that opportunity. Make sure you ask them to join your Council. Let us, together, do our best to develop a
calendar of programs with the tools supplied by our State Council and Supreme.

From my family to yours, Eileen and | would like to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year
Keep the Faith,
Jim Sweeney, FDD, NJ State Program Director
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HIGHLIGHTED PROGRAM OF THE MONTH

MARCH FOR LIFE

The Annual March for Life held in Washington D.C is run and coordinated by the MARCH FOR
LIFE Education and Defense Fund (www.marchforlife.org). The “March for Life”, is against the U.S
Supreme Court ruling, responsible for a documented 56 million abortions through the Roe v Wade
decision. This year due to the Presidential Inauguration, the 2017 March for Life will be held on Friday,
January 27, 2017.

Our Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson is very supportive of this event and wishes that State
Councils, also actively show their support to Life’s Principles and Jeanne Monahan. She is the new
president of the March for Life Education and Defense Fund, taking over for the late Nellie Gray.

For the past 42 years, the Knights of Columbus of New Jersey have been participating in the
March for Life. This march gives us the opportunity to publicly express our abhorrence of the decision
to allow abortion on demand, and let it be known to our elected representatives of our concern for life.
More than ever we should have greater word and visibility. Grand Knights or Coordinators should plan
on contacting their elected officials. Request a meeting with them on the day of the march. If they’re not
going to be in Washington, we advise that attempts should be made to meet with them at their
respective home office other than that day. Good long- term planning is needed in the participation for
the March for Life.

With the rising prices of not only the buses, but gasoline also, now is a good time to group
councils in the same district and have a general departure location. So, we can still have noticeable
presents for the trip to Washington D.C in January. Groups that are organized under the auspices of the
Knights of Columbus should notify the State Chairman, (address below) of their intentions for the March
in December, so that adequate information could be posted on our State Council Web Site and diocesan
newspapers of your buses. New Jersey Right to Life will be holding a state LIFE RALLY in Trenton
letting our state officials know that there should be an end to abortion. It would be a great gesture if
councils could support both events with those who are not able to make the long trip to DC and show
up in Trenton. More information will be found on www.njrtl.org closer to the LIFE RALLY. Councils that
are unable to physically attend the march in Washington, DC and the life rally in Trenton can find some
charity by making a donation to groups that would like to attend. Let us show our unity and for further
information, please contact: Chairman: John Hencinsky, FDD (Mary) 72 Park Terrace N. Caldwell, NJ -
07006 973-228-2386

March for Life

Washington D.C.
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General Asents Cormer

BE THANKFUL

What | am thankful for? As we go from Thanksgiving to Christmas and the New Year, most of
us take a step back and look at where we are and what we did during the previous year. | am so very
thankful for my family, which gives my life greater meaning. And | am thankful for the friends | have
met along the way.

Some of whom are friends from childhood or from
college, some from my years as an educator and so many
from the Knights of Columbus and my parish/hometown.
No matter where | met you along my journey, know that
during this season of great joy, | will be thinking of you and
thanking God that you are part of my life. L

| recently went to a seminar at the Supreme office of
the Order in New Haven Ct, and | was asked to give the
opening prayer of the session and also lead the prayer at the
closing dinner. | would like to share with you my closing prayer.

DEP,
W
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As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, and we celebrate the end of the Year of Mercy, let us
remember a famous quote attributed to St. Francis. “Preach the gospel daily, and only when
necessary use words.” | have always taken that to mean that we show our faith by the good we do,
which is what the Knights of Columbus is all about.

Our faith is a road map that helps us move through life. And, Robert Frost famously wrote that
when you come to a fork in the road, “take the road less traveled.” That has always meant to me that
we have to do what is right even if it is the harder road to move forward on.

All of us, err in life, all of us are sinners, hopefully not in big ways, but even in a small way if we
take the easy way or take a shortcut, it can have a serious effect on others. But since we are all
capable of earning God’s mercy, let us also remember the words of Led Zeppelin, in Stairway to
Heaven, “There’s still time to change the road you’re on.”

May we all use this season of Advent to get ourselves back onto the road less traveled, and
may we all be strengthened in our faith, so we can help others come home to the Catholic Faith and
Jesus.

It is my privilege to serve the over 12,000 families assigned to my agency and | know | speak
for all the other General Agents and Field Agents in the State of New Jersey, when | say, that we all
wish you a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year.

It's who we are and what we do. Protecting Catholic Families since 1882.

Charles Miraglia, General Agent
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER

The Christmas season is a special time. We celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
rekindle friendships, we spend special time with our families and we see a special twinkle in every
child’s eye. During this festive time it is a perfect opportunity to invite men to join our order. | had an
opportunity to talk to a Brother Knight, he said he was surprised that when he told his friend that he
was a member of the Knights of Columbus that his friend was interested and wanted to join. It's not
always that easy but it is definitely worth asking.

Last month, throughout the state, we were able to find 6 to 7
parishes who are interested in either reactivating or starting a new
council. All of this due to the efforts of our MEMBERSHIP TEAM. As
always we are looking for the memberships input to assist us in
making these gains.

The first 3 months of the year were definitely a challenge.
Membership was down, suspensions were up. We seem to be
turning this around through our Supreme and State Incentives. |
always ask you to THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX. Perhaps send a Christmas greeting, to a brother
you have not heard from in a while, through facebook or a text message. See what he’s doing,
how’s his family, and if times are bad see if there’s something you or the Council can do to help
him. Perhaps a nice Christmas present would be to pick up his dues. As always we should
remember CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME.

With the new year approaching, what plans have we made to bring in new members? Have
we talked to the Pastor and set up a church drive? Are we running an open house at the Council?
At all of our affairs, do we hand out literature and invite new men to join? If you have a Squires
Program, when the boys become 18 do we bring them into the Council? If you have Round Tables
are your liaisons reporting back to the pastors in those parishes? If you need help in answering any
of these questions please reach out to your Diocesan Chairman, any member of the Membership
Team or me personally. We are here to help you.

Pat and | would like to extend to you and your family a Blessed, Happy and Holy

Christmas. KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Your friend in Christ,

Mike Vaclavicek, FDD

State Membership Director

“Protecting God’s Kingdom”
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SPECIAL PROGRAIMVIS

Good Day Good People,

There are so many times that | think about Saint Joseph (being named after him does that
for me). | pick up books and artwork about Joseph and while I'm working | wonder how he would
have fixed the house or furniture that I'm working on. While we were raising our son | often asked
St. Joseph for guidance. Think about it; Joseph marries the love of his life after finding out that
she’s pregnant and he’s not the father. Now Joseph, a sinful man is raising Jesus, the Son of
God! Oh, by the way, the king wants him dead, so now they’re on the run. Talk about challenges; |
had it easy. Or did I? The government still wants God dead, or at least kept far away from our
daily lives. How do you hold on to your faith? Where do you get resources to protect your family
and your beliefs?

Over a year ago the Knights of Columbus introduced
Building the Domestic Church; they are not talking about
the big building on the corner where your go on Sunday
mornings. No they are talking about your family. The Church
has always refered to the family as the Domestic Church.

The Family Fully Alive is a year long program from Supreme
that your famly can use to become stronger. There is an old
saying “the family that prays together, stays together”. Do you
remember what time Sunday dinner was served? And it started
with grace before meals. It was a tradition. Do your children remember? You can download
monthly meditations for The Family Fully Alive and print copies for each of your members. Your
family and this nation need all of the prayers they can get.

Organ Donor Program: please reqister as an organ donor; contact Philip Fredericks, PGK or
Greg Ryan if you have any questions. We have worked extremely hard to bring this program to
fruition. Now it is in your hands to help us with the biggest obstacle of all — changing the mindset
of America. Two million people die in the United States every year. If there were more donors,
there would be less of a waiting list. When the Dr. says that the last hope is a transplant, it's too
late to wish this program had moved more people to donate. Remember: The life you save may
be sitting across from you at dinner.

Polar Bear Plunge: Currently the Polar Penguins are in second place in fund raising; please
continue to contribute to the team, help them break into first place. The plunge is on February 25,
2017. Let’'s do all that we can to raise funds for Special Olympics.

Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Holy New Year.

Peace and Goodness, Vivat Jesus,

Joe Wickham, OFS, PGK, FDD
Special Programs Director
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CULTURE OF LIFE

Brothers:
The Christmas season is a wonderful time to celebrate Life! We are reminded of all the great things
that one person can do if given a chance to live. What if Mary, a single girl who found herself pregnant, had
had an abortion instead of relying on her faith in God that everything would be all right?
We Are Saving Lives! The ultrasound machines we have placed have been having a positive effect and
have been saving lives! If you look on the home page of the State Council Web Site you will see a “slider”
showing the current count. Together, we have saved thousands of lives! This counter will continue to
update as time passes and information comes in from more pregnancy care centers. Be encouraged; we
are making a difference!
Memorial Service for the Unborn. Consider holding a memorial service for all of those children killed by
abortion. Their souls deserve to be prayed for! If your council has erected a monument to the unborn,
consider holding it there. This would be a great activity to focus your parish’s attention on the scourge that
is abortion.
March for Life. As we move into January, we have several Pro-Life programs approaching, and for which
we must prepare. First, there is the March for Life in Washington on January 27 (so as not to conflict with
the inauguration. If your council or parish has a bus going, be sure to submit the details to the State
Council. There may be many people around the state who would like to go and would love to join you on
your bus, if the even knew about it. Please fill out the form at this LINK by December 16 and help us spread
the word.
Also, don’t forget the Life Rally in Trenton run by NJ Right to Life! It will be held on Monday, January
23, so you could really attend both! But if you can’t make it down to Washington, you and your council
should support this local show of solidarity for the Pro-Life cause and the 20/20 Project. You can get all the
details at this LINK.
Save a Life/Share in Life. We have placed 25 ultrasound machines in our state, which are saving lives
every week. But these machines (and the pregnancy care centers where they reside) need our support to
continue in their work. Be sure to touch base with these centers regularly to find out what they need and
how you can help. Do you have money sitting in your treasury (or that of your chapter or federation) for a
machine, but have no place to put it? Then consider participating in these programs by donating that money
to help defray operating expenses.
Catholic Citizenship. We need to turn the hearts of our fellow citizens away from abortion. Check out this
video for some great suggestions on how to start a dialog! We also need to turn the hearts of our
lawmakers. Here are some good tips for how to get their attention!
Vivat Jesus!
Steven Richardson, FM
Culture of Life Director
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From Our Webmaster

More Than “Just A Plaque”

When you belong to a volunteer organization you do so with a commitment to its principles. If
you are like most of my Brother Knights, you serve at the will of your superior officers and the
indulgence of your family.

Most members don’t wake up each morning with the forethought, “What can | do today to earn
a plaque or a certificate for my hours of sacrifice from my family and in recognition of my generosity
toward my fellow man?”

The smiles on the face of those we serve is satisfaction enough, and sometimes it is nice to be
appreciated above and beyond. In the corporate world it is akin to saying, “l love my job, oh, and the
paycheck is nice also!” And so it comes to pass...that in our volunteer sphere, to those individuals or
councils who exemplify what it means to be charitable, may receive recognition for the passion and
compassion given to their fellow man.

BUT with very few exceptions, no one individual or council can be recognized if the paperwork
is never filed! It was the writings of Philosopher George Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne, who in his
Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge (1710) gave rise to the more expanded
question, “If a tree falls in a forest, and nobody is around to hear it, does it make a sound?”

Each month, only a handful of Councils name, or at least submit, a Knight of the Month form to
State or Supreme. As of November 1%, New Jersey has 59,058 active members. So is it possible
that only 3 or 4 Brother Knights did anything significant in the month of November?

Likewise with the monthly Family of the Month recognition — the recipient does not even need
to be a Knight! As of the most recent census numbers (2010-2014), there are 3,188,498 families in
New Jersey. Can it be that only 2 or3 per month / year achieve the status worthy of recognition?

Last year, of 175 Councils with Council websites, only 11 took the 4 minutes to complete the
website contest entry form. 4 minutes! One diocese had zero entries. Did the webmasters for the
remaining 164 council websites not do an effort worthy of recognition?

To facilitate the process, the New Jersey State Council website (www.njkofc.org) has provided
the means to complete and submit an application for virtually every State Council and Supreme
Council program. Deadlines are going to be coming up fast and furious. In addition to the looming
deadlines for Keep Christ Before Us Books (11/15); the Keep Christ in Christmas Card sets (11/25;
and the March For Life Bus Report (12/15) forms, we have the following State forms available on-line:

- 9 forms with a February 1* deadline,

- 5 forms with a March 1% deadline,

- 17 forms with a March 31* deadline,

- 2 forms with a April 15" deadline

- 7 other forms with deadlines prior to June 30", and 14 other forms to be filed “As Needed”

And that is just New Jersey State Council forms, there are scores of Supreme Council forms

as well. Tempus Fugit!

Vivat Jesus!!!

Bernie Ernst, FDD New Jersey State Council Webmaster
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It is the responsibility of the Councils to ensure

that all candidates wear a jacket and tie to all
Exemplifications. Officers, sponsors and all
attendees should also be appropriately dressed.
Please make sure escorts bring travel cards and
all paraphernalia needed for the Degree (ie:
rosary beads, pins, booklets, crosses,
medallions, for all candidates brought to a
Degree. Candidates must be confirmed

to have a place at the Degree a week
prior to the Degree.
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State Deputy Bruce DeMolli along with the entire NJ
State Council and the Newsletter Staff would like to
take this opportunity to wish ALL councils best wishes
on their Charter Anniversary.

May your council continue to grow and do good
deeds for many more years to come! Let’'s continue
to grow our Order, expand our programs and continue
“Protecting God’s Kingdom!”
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[NOTE: Due to the large number of anniversaries some
months, we may have to limit the publishing list to the
councils celebrating their 25", 50™ 75" and 100"
Anniversary.]
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THE PATRIOTIC CORNER

Sir Knights and Brothers all, as we November, we remembered all our brothers we have lost and
miss dearly. Now we close this month welcoming a new class of Sir Knights! During November, the
two Districts in New Jersey have exemplified 285 Sir Knights! | congratulate my friend, Master of
the 1% NJ District Russell Petrocelli on great exemplification/ military ball. It was a great day to
honor his members and welcome his new brothers. He and his staff did an excellent job.

| would like to congratulate my staff on a very successful exemplification on November 13™.
It was great day and without their help it would not have been a success. Their support makes our
District the success it is!

At the Exemplification Banquet, attended by almost
600 Sir Knights and Ladies, we raised $2,006.00 for the
Military Chaplain Scholarship Fund! As of this writing |
am excited to report that the State Officers have decided
to match our fundraising to bring us to a total of
$4012.00. Thank you to all who have contributed and the
State Officers for matching! If you missed out but would
like to help, it is never too late. This is an ongoing
program that we desperately need to continue to support.
The Armed Forces need 800 Catholic Chaplains and we
have 240 to serve all in the Armed Forces, NOT
ENOUGH! Please consider helping. If you or your Assembly does contribute, please let us know so
we can keep of track it.

Also at the Exemplification Banquet, the following awards were presented:

Color Corps Man of the Year was presented to Barry Start of Assembly # 2843, Bishop
James Schad, Blackwood NJ

Sir Knight of the Year was presented to John Gazis, of Assembly # 2143, Our Lady of
Lourdes, Brick NJ! Congratulation to the both of you!

Our Honoree was Former Master Chester Kulak and Lady Eileen for all their hard work
and dedication! Chester truly deserves this honor, he is such a classy gentleman!

As the Patriotic degree of the order, we also strive to support our Armed Services personnel.
There is a project called “Send a Hero Home for the Holidays”. It will pick up the travel fees to
send an active duty soldier who has not been home in a while. Imagine the satisfaction by helping
make a soldier get home with their loved ones for the holidays! For more details or how to contribute
contact Tom Ponting at atponting@gmail.com or call 609-203-2390.

On behalf of my fellow Master, Russell Petrocelli and myself, | hope had a wonderful
Thanksgiving Holiday and would like to wish each of you and your family a Merry Christmas and a
Happy, Holy and Healthy New Year. We look forward to a great 2017!

Christopher A Tomasello
Master of the 2" New Jersey District N E RR I
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Upcoming Events:

2016
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ~
Fly your Flag
Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Paterson & Camden Diocese’ formed
Blessing of the Creche — State House
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Vigil of Christmas
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve

2017
New Year’s Day ~ Fly your Flag
Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary
Grand Knights Mid-Term Meeting
Feast of the Epiphany
Martin Luther King Day
March for Life
Groundhog Day
Lincoln’s Birthday — Fly your Flag
Valentine’s Day
Presidents Day — Fly your Flag

Washingtaon’s Birthdav - Flv vaur Flag

WHEREEVER YOU SEE PRINT [“LINK”] THE COLOR OF THIS BOX -
(0] I_LlH —YOU CAN HYPERLINK DIRECTLY TO THE WEBSITE

=
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