
Corrected ASSEMBLY 2294 MINUTES  

October 10, 2019  
7:05 pm: The Rosary was led by Faithful Navigator Robert Graham. 
7:30 pm: Opening Ceremonies - The meeting was led by the Faithful Navigator (See below). 
17 Sir Knights were present (10 are needed for a meeting and 15 to pass motions and resolutions) 

Pledge of Allegiance  

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS  

Faithful Navigator Robert Graham (P) 

Faithful Friar Msgr.  Fryar (AE) 

Faithful Captain Ervin Guzman (P)  

Faithful Pilot Gary Erickson (P) 

Faithful Comptroller Open  

Faithful Scribe Steve Shinners (P)  

Faithful Purser Phil Schlosser (P)  

Inner Sentinel David Le (AE)  

Outer Sentinel George Wieder (P)  

Faithful Admiral Tom Reinhardt (P)  

3 Year Trustee John (Jack) La Porte (P) 

2 Year Trustee Titus Conwell (P)  

1 Year Trustee Joe Cordova (AE)  

FAITHFUL FRIAR REPORT – None. 

READING OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  

The following corrections were made to the September 2019 minutes:  
- Changed Page 3, REPORT OF COMMITTEES – Picnic:  
From:  3 Year Trustee Jack La Porte reported there were 78 attendees at our August 10 picnic. He noted 
that serving food at noon, instead of serving just after 11:00 as we did last year work out well.  
To:  3 Year Trustee Jack La Porte reported there were 78 attendees at our August 10 picnic. He noted 
that serving food at noon, instead of serving just after 11:30 as we did the last 2 years worked out well. 

The September Minutes were approved as written (after 3 Year Trustee, Titus Conwell’s motion, 

seconded by Doug Prechtel). 



FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR REPORT  

Introductions: One new member was introduced: 

- George Stragand, the Knights of Columbus Councils’ District Deputy attended the meeting, since 

District Deputy Gerry Dreher was absent. George told the Assembly he was retired and had held a 

number of jobs, including coal miner and teacher. He is married and has a new ‘preemie’ grandbaby. 

The following is the report given by Faithful Navigator Robert Graham, who:  

- thanked us for coming tonight – he feared the bad weather would depress the turnout. 

- informed us of the “In God We Trust” Campaign, at which the Assembly had a great representation, 

including Titus Conwell, Walden Walker, Jack LaPorte, Gary Erickson, a potential Council 13301 Knight, 

potential 4th Degree candidates, and the FN, Robert G. Robert gave special thanks to Titus for the grill. 

- told us about the Trump Administration’s new rule allowing veterans’ hospitals to again allow Bibles 

and Christmas Trees in public accessible displays. Patients and visitors can also request religious 

literature, symbols, etc., during chapel visits. 

- informed us of potential future projects, including: 1. Hosting a clothing drive for veterans, 2. Flag 

presentations to inner-city schools, which could be good exposure for the Assembly, and 3. Helping out 

the Fisher House, where we can visit lonely residents; Other projects besides our Honor Guard duties.  

- Had Doug Prechtel update us on progress on the new on-line bill payment system. We will try to set 

this up this month. The question was asked if we can set up one way to pay. The answer is No, since we 

need to handle three ways a member makes a payment, such as the lower fee for honorary members vs. 

normal members. It is planned that credit cards can be used.  

- informed us anniversary notices for years of service will continue to be emailed.  

- asked us to let him know if we are getting emails. We should check if they are going to our Junk folder. 

- noted we still need to find a Comptroller, but he is working with a possible candidate. 

- told us about charity calls to Knights - Fraternity and Programs keep them. 

- The next Dine Around will be in January, either on the 16th or the 23rd. The September 26th, if possible, 

or in October, if the 26th is not possible at the Fresh Fish Company is the probable site. 

- informed us the VA Chapel will still take volunteers.  

FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER REPORT  

The following is the Faithful Comptroller’s report, given by Robert Graham (since we have no FC yet):  

- We have 161 members. 

- Denny McGee is now an honorary 4th Degree member.  

READING OF APPLICATIONS  

Titus informed us of an application submitted by Manual Fernandez, from the Risen Christ Parish. FN 

Robert told us he knows Manual, who came from the region of India disputed by Pakistan. He came to 

the US via Canada.  Titus moved we accept the motion and Leonard Micek seconded it. 

BALLOTING FOR MEMBERSHIP  

The application submitted by for Manual Fernandez was approved.    



REPORT OF FAITHFUL PURSER  

Faithful Purser, Phil Schlosser reported on the July and August activity in the accounts:  

Vouchers were issued:  

- to Gary Erikson for $141.58. 

- new assessment of $1.90 

- Deposits of dues for $120. 

Opening Operating Account Balance (as of 08/31/19): $5,935.37. 

Opening Chalice Account Balance: $3,711.18. 

Total Opening Operating and Chalice Account Balances: $9,646.55. 

 

Total Receipts: $175.08, including:  

$0.08 interest earned by the operating account. 

Net Total Receipts to Operating Account ($0 allocated to Chalice Account): $0.08 

Total Disbursements: $175.08, consisting of:  

 $175 to Gary Erikson for Sale of shirts.  

$0.08 interest earned by the operating account. 

Chalice Account activity: $20.00 Allocated to the Chalice Account 

Closing Operating Account Balance: $6,089.11. 

Closing Chalice Account Balance: $ 3,711.18.  

Total Closing Operating and Chalice Account Balances (as of 09/30/19): $9800.29 

We have approved additional money for picnic expenses. Badges are now available from Tim McKenna 

as a replacement. Robert was to check on this. Alpine Trophy usually does this task. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES  

Forgotten Heroes Campaign (FHC) Update: Jack La Porte we have a medal ceremony scheduled for 

Saturday October 19 at 11 AM and everyone was invited. We are honoring two vets, one living and one 

deceased. The second person served as the only dentist on a floating dry dock in Guam during World 

War II. Robert was to send out an email to the members on this.   

Dine Around: The Dine Around would happen at the Fresh Fish Company restaurant on October 17 from 

5:00 to 7:30 PM. We expect 22 people to attend. We can have three more and may ask Msgr. Tom and 

the deacons to attend. 

Chalice Committee: No report. 

Christmas Party: We need a volunteer to stage this as Jack has done this for a number of years and 

wants to bow out. This requires creating a menu, sending invitations, determining the cost, doing 

decorations and finding a new musical group (as the current group are all old and need to step down). 

Titus offered to help, and Robert G. will help him. 



Memorial Mass: Doug Prechtel reported the Memorial Mass is scheduled for Saturday, November 16th at 

1030, followed by lunch. Monsignor Tom and Deacon George Brown will officiate. Doug will round up 

members to help. Doug will set up a list of those who died in the last year for Council 10205 and Robert 

G will set up the list for Assembly 2294. We need to account for those who left and then passed away. 

Veterans Day: 2 Year Trustee Titus Conwell asked if the members would do veterans’ Day activities. 

George Stragand asked the members to join in the VFW where they give out ‘Buddy Poppies’ on 

Veterans Day to collect money for vets. Titus and FN Robert will contact the South Santa Fe and West 

Hampden VFW posts to discuss this and Robert will email Assembly members.  

REPORT OF THE COLOR CORPS COMMANDER  

The following is the Color Guard report presented by Dave Davis and others:  

- A Color/Honor Guard served at the Ambassadors of Mary Mass on September 9th as Titus reported.  

- Dave informed us a Color/Honor Guard served at the wedding of Dave’s relative the previous weekend 

to the meeting. Sam, the groom, is a future Knight.   

- A Color/Honor Guard is needed for the Saturday, November 16th Memorial Mass.  

- The Color Guard practice planned for October 19th is now scheduled for November 9th in Peregrine Hall.  

- Titus reported the STM Family Mass turned out to be very good as was the Archdiocesan Parish Center 

dedication.  

- This year’s international Mass was celebrated in multiple languages at the Vietnam Martyrs’ facility.  

and 72 countries are expected to be represented.  This could be held at STM next year.  

- George and Titus reminded us of the Metro Chapter workshop next Monday. Members can attend and 

be trained to be prepared to join Metro.  

- Dave reported there are a lot of emails that push back against the new uniform. In response a tux or a 

dark suit with baldric and gloves may be worn at funerals. This is only for those who do not have the 

new uniform. The only stipulation is that no mixture of outfits is allowed at the same ceremony. We 

need to coordinate so we don’t have some members with uniforms and some with suits/tuxes together. 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

3 Year Trustee Jack had no report to present. 

2 Year Trustee Titus had no report to present. 

1 Year Trustee Joe Cordova was not present. 

OLD BUSINESS  

None. 

NEW BUSINESS  

FN Robert asked two more officers to read their Bios to the members:  

- 3 Year Trustee Jack was born in Chicago, Illinois on November 26th, 1939, attended Saint Rita High 

School and joined the Naval Reserves in 1957, while in high school. After high school, he attended DeVry 

Technical Institute. He was called to active duty in January 1958 and was stationed in Adak, Alaska on 

the far end of the Aleutian Island chain (described as a treeless tundra area, populated with many fish 



and eagles, receiving four or five days of sunlight during the many months of winter and spring). He was  

assigned to the Coronado, California Naval Amphibious base in 1959. He left the service as a Petty 

Officer ETN3 (Electronic Technician 3rd Class) in December of 1959. After leaving the Service, Jack 

worked at Remington Rand on the Univac II, Frieden and Royal McAbee, which were sold to General 

Precision and later to Control Data. He worked for Control Data for 30 years, holding the following 

positions: Field Engineer, Engineer-in-Charge, Applications Engineer and US OEM Field Service Manager 

for 13 service centers across the US. He was transferred to Laser Magnetic Storage, a joint venture 

between Control Data and Philips of the Netherlands, serving as World-Wide Field Service Manager and 

was able to see much of Europe.  Jack married Mary Elizabeth Truty in 1964.  Jack and Mary had been 

married 55 years in August 2019 and have four children and seven grandchildren. Jack attended night 

school & in 1986 and received a bachelor’s degree in business from the University of Phoenix.  He 

retired in 2004 to spend most of his time doing volunteer work. He was Director of the Board of the 

Rural Water Authority of Douglas County (He found out how “old” available water is and how its level 

has dropped more than he thought). He was also VP of the Surrey Ridge Community HOA Board. 

Through the St. Thomas More Parish Helping Hands Ministry, he picked up food and groceries from 

grocery stores and delivered them to food banks. He serves in the Knights of Columbus & Forgotten 

Heroes Campaign.  His most satisfying accomplishment was acquiring a commercial pilot’s license with 

an instrument rating. 

Eli Kramer informed the group he has spent 58 years as a Knight. He grew up on a farm in North Dakota 

and attended a one-room country school, and later a Catholic high school and university, followed by a 

technical university in Illinois.   Eli was given a $20 bill and a one-way ticket. He was drafted and had to 

move back to North Dakota and was assigned to Fort Chaffee, Arkansas and Fort Lewis in Texas. He then 

was sent to serve on the dental corps in Germany. During the years of 1956-58, he went through all the 

non-Communist countries of Europe plus Mexico, Columbia and other places. He then had a job in North 

Dakota where he worked in the cold to get cars working. This was followed by a job in a Bismarck 

bakery, which needed workers, where he drove a bread truck to the Sitting Bull reservation in South 

Dakota, followed by a job driving the Dickenson, North Dakota bread route in the early morning. He also 

worked at a floor covering company in Dickenson, at $1.50 an hour, but quit to get married (he has four 

children). He then worked for ten years at Montgomery Ward Furniture. He did not like his job in Mason 

City, Iowa due to the tornados there. He worked for the Tappan Stove Company in Des Moines for 11 

years and then as an independent rep selling on straight commission in ND, SD, and Minnesota. He was 

making “too much money” and was sold out of that job. After this job, he transferred to Denver in the 

early 70s and out sold three other guys. He stayed in Denver as an independent rep in CO, NM, and 

pother nearby states. He retired and bought a condo for a nephew who was injured and then bought 

nine more for the income. He lost his wife 22 years ago and has one daughter and three grandchildren. 

 

REPORT OF THE 3RD DEGREE   

Council 10205- St. Thomas More:  Faithful Captain Erv told the members:  

- the September 13 Council’s Steak & Stogies night was very good. 

- the September coat drive is going on. 

- our Council is having a retreat on November 1-3 at the Regina Caeli Hermitage, starting on Friday night. 



- the Council social meeting is scheduled for the Tuesday following the Assembly’s meeting. 

- due to the recent STM flood, Council 10205 is buying rolling shelves, which will also help the Assembly.  

Council 13301- Church of the Risen Christ:   

It was reported that:      

- Their council’s September shredding event was successful, as was the September Tootsie Roll drive. 

- The parish Prayer in the Square Rosary was also very good. 

- They will also have a Prayer in the Square prayer event at Planned Parenthood. 

- They will also have a “5th Sunday” rosary in October. 

Notes on these activities are available. 

Council 14398- All Souls:  

Gary Erickson reported:  

- Dave Davis is to be their new Financial Secretary. 

- They have a new Faithful Chaplain.  

- Their Octoberfest was held the last Saturday and was a success. 

- Their 40 Days for Life Prayer Event was to happen the weekend after the Assembly meeting from 7-7. 

- The September Tootsie Roll drive went well.  

- They have a Pancake breakfast planned for October after the Sunday morning masses. 

- They have a Family Mistry group. 

- There is a talk planned on efforts to provide toys and Spanish Language bibles to the poor in Costa Rica. 

- They have a Steak & Stogies night planned for Wednesday October 30th at 6 PM. 

    

Notes on these activities are available from Gary. 

Council 5161- St Vincent DePaul: No Report. 

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT MARSHAL  

No Report. District Deputy Gerry Dreher is better but could not attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING CEREMONIES AND FINAL COMMENTS 

8:40 PM: Closing Ceremonies  

The FN led the Hail Mary and Glory Be for our: 

Sick and Distressed Sir Knights, Family, & Friends, including: Ann Prechtel; Russ Pitrone; All addicts and 

alcoholics; Judy Golden; Cindy Shinners having hip replacement surgery on Monday; Edward Statter – 

continued good health; Bob and Laural Yardy – upcoming surgery; Sal Villano and Marilyn Villano. 

Deceased Brother Knights, including: Dcn. Andrew Bodnar; Joe Borgerdine; Bobby Calicchia; Tom 



Cochran; Lou Collingnon; John Collom Jr.; Lionel Daggs; Kenneth Davidson; John Delay; Leonel DaSilva; 

Jack Donnelly; Kelly Dowell, PGK; Leon Dreher, FN, PGK; Floyd Fahey; Leo Fitzpatrick; John Frisk; Ted 

Gacek, PGK, PFN; Joseph Gallegos; Jack Gardner, PFN; Janet Garland; Kenneth Giesige, PGK; Art 

Goldberg; Marty Golden; Joe Grennan; William Grennan; Ed Haywood; Bob Henderson; James (Jim) 

Holton, FN, PGK; Fr. Robert Houlihan; Fr. Tim Houlihan;  Tim Hovland;  Richard Hrpcha; Gordon Hummel; 

Barry James; Mark Kissack; Manuel Martinez;  Len Mazzi;  Ron McHenery; Richard McRae; John 

McCollum; Frank Miller; Jack Monarch; Loretta Mullen; Jay Nothstine, Past State Deputy; Mesmin 

Orchard; Bob Owens; Doug Parsons; Eddie Paul; Bill Reichert;  Ken Reidel; Fr. Richard Ryan, Past State 

Chaplain; Jack Sayers; Don Smerker, PFN; George Sullivan;  John Tamburello; Donald Temme; Robert 

Tannehill, PGK, PFN; Stacy Tawson; Art Trojan; Bob Tyler; Ben Urbish; Tony Valdez; Larry Varney; Perl 

Wagstaff, Fr. Michael Walsh; Mel White; John Williams; Mark Worrick, PFN; Al Zuber; Unknown Knight, 

plus all those who have died violently today in the USA, Syria, and the world. 

The next Assembly meeting is 7:00pm, November 14, 2019 in Peregrine Hall 1, St. Thomas More.  


