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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FOURTH DEGREE 

CIVIC AWARD APPLICATION 
2018 - 2019 

Due By: 

JUNE30 

 

 
 

Assembly Number    #3441  

Location        Johns Creek     
(city) 

                                                                                                                                                                                GA 
(state or province) 

 
 

Those assemblies deemed outstanding in their implementation of an agenda of patriotic programming for the 2018-2019 
fraternal year are eligible to receive the Supreme Council's CIVIC AWARD. This award is a tribute to the spirit of 
patriotism and national pride exemplified by the assembly's program of activities. Those assemblies winning the award 
should display it with justifiable pride. 

 

In order to qualify for the Civic Award, the assembly must conduct and report at least four varied patriotic programs 
held within the fraternal year. Please note that assembly programs must be patriotic in nature. Programs must be reported 
on this Civic Award application, completed by the faithful navigator and submitted to: Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Council, Department of Fraternal Mission, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510-3326. This application must be 
received by the Supreme Council office no later than June 30, 2019. 

 
 

 
Please list and briefly describe those patriotic programs sponsored by your assembly between July 1, 2018 and June 30, 

2019. Use additional paper if necessary. 

 
1. “09/11 Remembrance Mass” 

2. “Veteran’s Day Celebration” 

3. “USMC Toys for Tot’s Dinner” 

4. “Patriotic History Program” 

5. “Poppy Day” 

6. “Honoring Those Who Served” 
 

Please see full descriptions and pictures attached. 
 
 
 

"I herby certify and affirm that the information provided herein is true and accurate, the the best of my information and belief." 

 

Faithful Navigator John Revell                                   4605348  Date   06/24/19  
                                             Name                                                         Membership No. 

SUBMIT ORIGINAL TO: DEPARTMENT OF FRATERNAL MISSION (email to fraternalmission@kofc.org) 
 

SEND COPIES TO: VICE SUPREME MASTER 

MASTER 

ASSEMBLY FILE 
 

#2321 1/19 
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Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly #3441 
St. Brigid Catholic Church 

Johns Creek, GA 

 

“Civic Award 2018 – 2019” 

 

Patriotic Programs: 

1. “09/11 Remembrance Mass” 

2. “Veteran’s Day Celebration” 

3. “USMC Toys for Tot’s Dinner” 

4. “Patriotic History Program” 

5. “Poppy Day” 

6. “HonoringThose Who Served” 
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Event 1: “World Day of Prayer for Peace Mass”:  09/11/2018 

The Assembly members participated in the 6th annual 09/11 Mass held at St. Brigid 

Catholic Church to honor our heroes in uniform.  The Mass is intended to 

remember those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of 09/11/2001, as well as 

the men and women in uniform who have sacrificed their lives in the line of duty.   

Twenty-two Sir Knights participated in the Honor Guard.  Twenty-five additional 

Knights and eighteen spouses attended the Mass. 

The Johns Creek Fire Department graciously provided a bucket truck that allowed 

us to display our 6X10 foot U.S. Flag high above the entrance to the church for the 

6th year in a row.  This impressive display makes a big impression on our 

parishioners as they enter the church for the service. 

Fr. Neil Herlihy provided a special blessing to the Police and Fireman in attendance 

on the steps of the church prior to the Mass. 
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Event 2: “Veteran’s Day Celebration”:    11/11/2018  

The Assembly initiated a U.S. flag distribution program to assist the Saint Brigid 

parishioners in remembering the meaning of Veterans Day.   

On the weekend just prior to the official Veterans Day, starting with the Saturday 

Vigil mass and ending with our Sunday evening mass, nineteen Sir Knights 

distributed U.S. Flags (4” X 6”) after each mass.  In total, one thousand five 

hundred flags were distributed over the course of the weekend.  Most of the 

distribution was directed at the children, and their faces lit up when they were able 

to receive a flag.  The Sir Knights received many “Thank You’s” from our 

parishioners throughout the weekend. 

To end the celebration on a high note, eleven Sir Knights provided and Honor 

Guard for the Holy Redeemer Catholic School Veterans Day mass.  The entire 

school attended the mass along with relatives of the children who have or are 

currently serving in the Armed Forces. 

The Assembly is planning to participate in both events in 2020. 
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Event 3: “USMC Toys for Tots Program”:    12/12/2018  

On December 12, 2018, fifty-four Sir Knights, sixteen Council knights and their 

spouses and our Faithful Friar, Fr. Neil Herlihy, (131 people in total) gathered 

together at the Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta, GA to celebrate the holiday season 

at the second annual Saint Brigid Knights Christmas Social.   

The dinner was a way for the Knights to thank their spouses for the support they 

provided the Knights as they participated and assisted in several events throughout 

2018 that took them away from home. 

In addition, we wanted to be able to give something back during this joyous season, 

so we teamed up with the “US Marine Toys for Tots Program.”  Each attending 

couple brought an unwrapped toy that was donated to the above program on the 

following day.  In all, 60 new toys with an approximated value of $840 were donated 

to the program.   

 

2018 Toys for Tots  1 
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Event 4: “Patriotic History Program: April 9, 2019 

This new project was launched in the spring of 2019 and debuted in April.  A huge 
effort, in honor and remembrance of Sir Knight Blair Tighe, and lead by Committee 
Chairmen, Dick Holcomb and Mitchell Touart   took over 9 months to plan, 
organize, script and stage an incredibly informative and wide-ranging history lesson 
designed for an audience of children of grades 6-12. 

 

Combining patriot messages, personal stories and memories from distinguished Sir 
Knights and other parishioners, the program seeks to inspire everyone to 
recognize, respect and appreciate the freedoms we enjoy as Americans. 

 

The staging of the program includes live speakers, on-screen historical and patriotic 
scenes, and music in a highly choreographed and engaging 45-minute presentation 
delivered by a seven-person team. 

 

Assembly #3441 intends to enhance, expand and improve this program going 
forward and make it available to all interested schools, churches and programs. 

 

 

    AMERICA = FREEDOM! 
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     ALL AMERICANS CAME TOGETHER! 

 

   PRESENTING PANEL 

 

    LT. COL. ROXANNE RHINEHART  

                                                                      US ARMY - RETIRED 
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Event 5: “Poppy Day” – 05/25 to 05/26/2019 

 

Over Memorial Day weekend – 2019, the Assembly distributed 2000+ poppies to 

our parishioners’ as they departed from their weekend masses.  Twenty-five Sir 

Knights helped to distribute poppies to all.  Sir Knights assisted in distributing 

poppies and an informational card.  The informational card is shown below: 

There was also an excerpt from the book published in the weekly church bulletin 

that provided some history to the whole congregation.   

 

 
 

Best Children’s Books of the Year 
                                   - Bank Street College of Education 

  
When American soldiers entered World War I, Moina Belle  
Michael, a schoolteacher from Georgia, knew she had to  
act. Some of the soldiers were her students and friends. 
Almost single-handedly, Moina worked to establish the red  
poppy as the symbol to honor and remember soldiers. And  
she devoted the rest of her life to making sure the symbol  
would last forever. Thanks to her hard work, that symbol  
remains strong today. 
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How did the distinctive flower, the red poppy, become 
such a potent symbol of our remembrance of the 
sacrifices made in past wars? 
In late 1914, the fields of Northern France and Flanders 
were once again ripped open as World War One raged 
through Europe's heart. Once the conflict was over the 
poppy was one of the only plants to grow on the otherwise 
barren battlefields. 

 

The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol to the fallen was realized by the Canadian surgeon 
John McCrae in his poem In Flanders Fields. The poppy came to represent the immeasurable sacrifice made 
by his comrades and quickly became a lasting memorial to those who died in World War One and later 
conflicts. 

 
Moina Belle Michael (1869-1944) was a Georgia teacher who had the idea to create an 

emblem of Remembrance using the red Flanders poppy. At the age of 49, with a career in 

teaching for over 30 years already behind her, she dedicated her life to campaign to have 

this emblem recognized by governments, veteran agencies and the public. The American 

Legion adopted the poppy as the organization's memorial flower and pledged its use to 

benefit our servicemen and their   families. 

Today, the poppy continues to provide a financial and therapeutic benefit to those hospitalized and disabled 

veterans who construct them, as well as benefiting thousands of other veterans and their families. 

(Story and illustrations from the book—The Poppy Lady, Author Barbara Elizabeth Walsh and 

Illustration by Layne Johnson) 

 

The Knights of Columbus will be on the landing next weekend, handing out poppies as a 

symbol to honor and remember all of our soldiers for the Memorial Day weekend. 
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Pictures from “Poppy Day”:  
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Event 6: “Honoring Those Who Served” – Monthly Event 

This was the 6th year of our continuous “Honoring Those Who Served” program.  

The program was instituted in January 2014.  Committee Chairman, Bob Lehrer 

(USMC-Vietnam) presides over a presentation each month where a veteran is 

announced, receives a standing ovation and is presented with a certificate 

signifying their recognition by the Assembly.  In 2016 the program was expanded to 

recognize non-veterans who demonstrate exceptional patriotism even though they 

did not serve in the Armed Forces. Each honoree has time to address the 

Assembly where they present their service history.    Each of these presentations 

provides the Assembly members with a chance to learn valuable lessons from real 

life experiences.  In the fraternal year of 2018 – 2019 the Assembly honored: 

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED 
  

        S.K. Blair Tighe -          August 2018 
 S.K. John Foley -          October 2018 
S.K. Tom Begley -        January 2019 

        S.K. Bill Taylor -           May 2019 
        S.K. Tom Schimmel -  June 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictures of the Honored Veterans: 
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S.K. BLAIR TIGHE 

 

 

TIGHE FAMILY – POSTHUMOUS PRESENTATION FOR S.K. BLAIR 
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S.K. John Foley 

 

                           PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE 

S.K. Tom Begley       S.K. Bill Taylor 
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SHIMMEL FAMILY – POSTHUMOUS PRESENTATION FOR S.K. TOM SCHIMMEL 

 

S.K. Tom Schimmel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




