
Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly #3441 
St. Brigid Catholic Church 

Johns Creek, GA 

 

“Civic Award 2017 – 2018” 

Patriotic Programs: 

 “09/11 Remembrance Mass” 

“Veteran Rebuild Project”  

 “Poppy Day” 

“HonoringThose Who Served”  

 

  



Event 1: “World Day of Prayer for Peace Mass”:  09/11/2017 

The Assembly members participated in the 5th annual 09/11 Mass held at St. Brigid 

Catholic Church to honor our heroes in uniform.  The Mass is intended to 

remember those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of 09/11/2001, as well as 

the men and women in uniform who have sacrificed their lives in the line of duty.   

Twenty-two Sir Knights participated in the Honor Guard.  Twenty-two additional 

Knights and eighteen spouses attended the Mass. 

The Johns Creek Fire Department graciously provided a bucket truck that allowed 

us to display our 6X10 foot U.S. Flag high above the entrance to the church for the 

5th year in a row.  This impressive display makes a big impression on our 

parishioners as they enter. 

Fr. Neil Herlihy provided a special blessing to the Police and Fireman in attendance 

on the steps of the church prior to the Mass. 

 

 

  



Event 2: “Veteran Rebuild Project”: 07/19 – 12/08/17  

 

Mary Ellen Wilcox is a 79 year old veteran of the Air Force.  She applied to Fulton 

County for assistance in providing a heating system in her home (shown on title 

page).  When the county inspected the home they found many code issues with the 

structure of the home.   

A division of Habitat for Humanity of North Central Georgia, the Home Repair 

division took on the project to assist Mary Ellen with bringing the home up to code. 

Hope Bowling of the HFH Home Repair group reached out to several area 

businesses and community groups to enlist volunteers.  She reached out to our 

Habitat for Humanity Chairman, Bob Lehrer to recruit Knights from the Fr. Joseph 

T. O’Callahan Assembly #3441 to assist. 

Correcting the outside structure issues were the first rehab projects to be taken 

care of.  A new roof was installed and the Knights were asked to assist with 

removing the siding from the house.  The original request of HFH was for the 



Knights to assist for three days in completing this portion of the project.  Other 

volunteers would assist with the remainder of the renovation. 

As you can see, the siding was in bad shape. This project was supposed to last 

three days.  We started the siding removal project on July 19, 2017 and completed 

it on July 21, 2017. 

 

 



 

The exterior siding was is pretty bad shape 

 

Removing the soffitt’s & debris that had accumulated 



 

Siding removal complete 

 

All of the interior sheetrock was removed 



 

As each phase was completed new issues would arise due to the age of the home.  

Over the course of the summer there were delays in the renovation due to 

inspections, weather and other issues.  In September, Hope asked if we could 

assist in other phases as the number of volunteers available was dwindling.  The 

Assembly Knights stepped up to help fill the void.  In all, 23 Knights and 1 spouse 

of a Knight volunteered their time and talent to help complete the renovations.  

Between July 19th and December 8th we spent 18 days at the site, voluteering 505 

hours (see attached worksheet) to assist Habitat for Humanity in completing the 

renovation work necessary to bring the house up to code and to give Mary Ellen 

and comfortable home to live in. 

 

  



 

How many Knights does it take to install a piece of OSB? 

 

New soffitt’s & siding are being installed 

 



Throughout September, October and November the house started to come together 

and in the end, a beautiful new home was created for Mary Ellen. 

 

We never moved the workbench from when we first started 

 

The new deck 



 

The backyard 

 

The new kitchen 

 



 

The new bathroom 

 

The Dedication: 

On Saturday, December 16, 2017 a dedication ceremony was conducted to turn the 

keys over to Mary Ellen in time for her to celebrate the Christmas holidays in her 

newly renovated home.  

Several people from the various volunteer groups attended the ceremony.  The 

Assembly was presented with a plaque to recognize our efforts in assisting with the 

project (see pictures below). 



 

 



 

HFH Chairman, SK Bob Lehrer & PFN George Yourick accept plaque from Sabrina 

Kirkland (HFH) 

 

Mary Ellen Wilcox accepts the keys from Construction Manager Hope Bowling 

 



 

 

 



 

 

At the start of the project it seemed impossible that we could turn a very run down 

house into a beautiful home for a well deserving veteran.  It was a fruitful effort and 

everyone involved was proud of their effort in making it happen.  We look forward to 

working on other Veteran Rehab projects. 

  



Event 3: “Poppy Day” – 05/26 to 05/27/2018 

 

Over Memorial Day weekend – 2018, the Assembly distributed poppies to 2,000+ 
parishioners’ as they departed from their weekend masses.  Twenty plus Sir 
Knights helped to distribute poppies to all.  Sir Knights assisted in distributing 
poppies and an informational card.  The informational card is shown below: 
 
 

 
There was also an excerpt from the book published in the weekly church bulletin 
that provided some history to the whole congregation.  The page is shown on the 
next page.  
 
 

Best Children’s Books of the Year 
                                   - Bank Street College of Education 

  
When American soldiers entered World War I, Moina Belle  
Michael, a schoolteacher from Georgia, knew she had to  
act. Some of the soldiers were her students and friends. 
Almost single-handedly, Moina worked to establish the red  
poppy as the symbol to honor and remember soldiers. And  
she devoted the rest of her life to making sure the symbol  
would last forever. Thanks to her hard work, that symbol  
remains strong today. 



 

How did the distinctive flower, the red poppy, become 
such a potent symbol of our remembrance of the 
sacrifices made in past wars? 
In late 1914, the fields of Northern France and Flanders 
were once again ripped open as World War One raged 
through Europe's heart. Once the conflict was over the 
poppy was one of the only plants to grow on the otherwise 
barren battlefields. 

 

The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol to the fallen was realized by the Canadian surgeon 
John McCrae in his poem In Flanders Fields. The poppy came to represent the immeasurable sacrifice made 
by his comrades and quickly became a lasting memorial to those who died in World War One and later 
conflicts. 

 
Moina Belle Michael (1869-1944) was a Georgia teacher who had the idea to create an 

emblem of Remembrance using the red Flanders poppy. At the age of 49, with a career in 

teaching for over 30 years already behind her, she dedicated her life to campaign to have 

this emblem recognized by governments, veteran agencies and the public. The American 

Legion adopted the poppy as the organization's memorial flower and pledged its use to 

benefit our servicemen and their   families. 

Today, the poppy continues to provide a financial and therapeutic benefit to those hospitalized and disabled 

veterans who construct them, as well as benefiting thousands of other veterans and their families. 

(Story and illustrations from the book—The Poppy Lady, Author Barbara Elizabeth Walsh and 

Illustration by Layne Johnson) 

 

The Knights of Columbus will be on the landing next weekend, handing out poppies as a 

symbol to honor and remember all of our soldiers for the Memorial Day weekend. 

Pictures from “Poppy Day”:  

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

  



Event 4: “Honoring Those Who Served” - Monthly 

The “Honoring Those Who Served” program was instituted in January 2014.  

Committee Chairman, Bob Lehrer (USMC-Vietnam) presides over a presentation 

each month where a veteran is announced, receives a standing ovation and is 

presented with a certificate signifying their recognition by the Assembly.  In 2016 

the program was expanded to recognize non-veterans who demonstrate 

exceptional patriotism even though they did not serve in the Armed Forces. Each 

honoree has time to address the Assembly where they present their service history.    

Each of these presentations provides the Assembly members with a chance to 

learn valuable lessons from real life experiences.  In the fraternal year of 2017 – 

2018 the Assembly honored: 

Aug 2017 – Mitchell Touart, Army (1975) 
Oct 2017 – John Bostian, Navy (1945) (Served with Fr. O’Callahan) 
Feb 2018 – John Jentz, Air Force (1966-1970) 
Mar 2018 – Ari Wajnberg, Navy (1992-1998) 
Apr 2018 – Bob Ulich, Air Force (1983-2007) 
May 2018 – Chuck Bogatie, Army (1968 – 1970) 
June 2018 – Mark Arensmeyer, Air Force (1971 – 1979) 
 
Pictures of the Honored Veterans:  

          



              

 

           

 

  


