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Event 1: “Vietnam Era Veterans Appreciation Dinner” – 07/14/2016 

The Assembly in conjunction with the Men of Saint Brigid ministry hosted an 

Appreciation Dinner and “Certificate of Honor” presentation on Thursday, July 14, 

2016 to honor Vietnam Era Veterans of Saint Brigid.   

23 Sir Knights, 6 Council Knights and 24 St. Brigid parishioners or friends were 

“Welcomed Home” by 87 other guests and 21 Assembly volunteers. 

The Assembly had earlier this year distributed cards (sample shown below) asking 

our parish veterans for their contact information.  We were able to identify 67 

veterans that belong to the parish but were not on our contact list. 

Of our total Vietnam Era Veterans list, 23/33 Sir Knights – 70%, 6/13 Council 

Knights – 46% and 24/41 Parish veterans – 59% were able to attend the 

Appreciation Dinner.  

Comments received by those attending are detailed below.  It seemed that 

everyone enjoyed their well-prepared dinner and the evenings program. 

The Proclamation honoring the veterans was presented to pastor Fr. Neil Herlihy to 

be displayed in the place of honor in the parish building. 

The highlight of the evening was a presentation of a “Certificate of Honor” signed by 

the Governor of Georgia, Mr. Nathan Deal in recognition of the honoree’s service to 

our country (see below).  Brian Zeringue, Project Manager of the Georgia 

Department of Veterans Service presented the “Certificate of Honor” and a Lapel 

pin to the 53 Honorees in attendance that night (pictures attached). 

At the end of the formal agenda there was one last special honor bestowed on the 

Assembly’s Inner Sentinel, SK Robert Lehrer – Corporal USMC, Vietnam.  Bob had 

never received the USMC’s Vietnam Service Medal when he returned from 

Vietnam.  40+ years later, Brian Zeringue and Faithful Navigator George Yourick 

presented the Vietnam Service Medal to Bob with his wife and daughter present to 

share in the honor.   

 

 

 

  



Contact Information Card: 

 

 

POW/MIA Table: 

 



Attendee Comments: 

From: Chris Beall – Vietnam Veteran (07.15.16): 

Guys:  many thanks for your efforts in planning & executing such a special evening honoring 

veterans!  Please extend our gratitude to the Knights & MOSB for their service last evening. 

I appreciate all your efforts.  God Bless, Chris 

 

From: Arnold Sheidler – Attendee & Chancellor, Council 13204 (07.15.16): 

Worthies, 

Great job last night. Mission accomplished!  

 

From: Sir Knight Blair Tighe, Assembly #3441 & Vietnam Veteran (07.17.16): 

George and Bill (and all who assisted), please accept our genuine thank you for such a wonderful 

evening on Thursday night. 

Your hard work, time involved, attention to detail and overall program were absolutely perfect. 

The theme captured so well the feelings of everyone in that room - that in most cases - had 

NEVER received any thank you whatsoever for their contributions during such turbulent times. 

For their wives to view this was also so wonderful. 

It would have been so nice if children could hear about their parents who participated in our 

military during those years. 

I observed several conversations of people comparing notes from their experiences. 

Thank you again for such an incredible gift. 

And George, your words were heard...I believe people will wear their pins on their jackets! 

 

  



A Certificate of Honor & Lapel Pin Ceremony 

Georgia Salutes You, Vietnam Veterans!  
Hosted by  

Father Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly 

Knights of Columbus & Men of Saint Brigid   

St. Brigid Catholic Church, Johns Creek, GA 

    Corbett Hall, Thursday, July 14, 6 p.m. 
 

Greetings 
George Yourick, FN 

Richard Holcomb, PFN 
 

Presentation of Colors 
Johns Creek Veterans Association 

Color Guard 
 

National Anthem 
Audience Participation  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Invocation 

Rev. Fr. Neil Herlihy 
 

Meal 

Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly  
 

Recognition of & Remarks by Distinguished Guests 
 

Why We Are Here in Videos 
“The Eagle Cried” 

“A Moment of Truth” 

“A Tribute to Vietnam Veterans”  
 

“Mansions of The Lord”  
 

“Thank You & Welcome Home” 

GDVS Commissioner Mike Roby 
  

“Salute to Vietnam Veterans Proclamation” 
 

Presentation of the Certificates & Pins 
 

“Military Service Songs” 
 

Presentation of Vietnam Service Medal 
 

Very Special Thanks 

“God Bless the U.S.A.” 

 



  



The Evening in Pictures: 

 

    

 

    



            

  

 

     



Press Coverage: 

 
 

 
Welcome!    

 
 

A GRATEFUL NATION 

St. Brigid’s Vietnam Era vets get state’s thanks 

Knights of Columbus organize veterans’ recognition ceremony 

 

U.S Marine Robert Lehr, right, receives from a grateful nation a belated Vietnam Service Medal, which 

through some bureaucratic oversight he never received. Presenting the medal is Brian Zeringue, projects 

manager for the Ga. Department of Veterans Services as Knights of Columbus member and veteran 

Richard Holcomb looks on.  

 

http://appen.ads.communityq.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=281__zoneid=15__cb=b1e7e81634__oadest=http://www.airpluscompany.com
http://www.northfulton.com/johnscreekherald/
http://appen.ads.communityq.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=267__zoneid=30__cb=224e5cb66f__oadest=http://www.forevergemsusa.com
http://www.northfulton.com/uploads/original/1469044516_23af.jpg
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By: Hatcher Hurd 

JOHNS CREEK, Ga. – The St. Brigid Catholic Church Knights of Columbus deemed it their duty as a 

Fourth Degree Assembly to join Gov. Nathan Deal in honoring members of their congregation who wore 

their country’s uniform from Nov.1, 1955 to May 15, 1975. 

Inviting those veterans and spouses July 14 to an appreciation dinner at the church, those veterans of the 

U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines were presented with a personal Veteran’s Proclamation from 

Gov. Deal and the official Vietnam Veteran lapel pin. 

Robert Lehr, a Marine in Vietnam in 1965, never received his Vietnam Service Medal for serving “in 

country.” That oversight was corrected during the evening (see Page 1).  

One of the most heartwarming presentations was to former Lt. Phuc Vinh Tran of the Vietnamese Air 

Force, now a Johns Creek resident. At the fall of Saigon, Tran “liberated” his air force helicopter and flew 

it on an American ship waiting in the South China Sea.  

Tran received a prolonged round applause for receipt of his pin and proclamation. 

It is all part of the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War as proclaimed by President 

Barak Obama to bestow on the men and women who served during that period the honors they deserved for 

what became an unpopular and divisive war at home. 

In making his proclamation, the president called on the nation “with solemn reverence” to reflect on the 

service of some 3 million Americans who served in the country’s armed services during that conflict. 

“In recognition of a chapter in our nation’s history that must never be forgotten, let us renew our sacred 

commitment to honor those who answered our country’s call in Vietnam …” Obama wrote. 

St. Brigid’s Fourth Degree Knights are called to keep and honor patriotism in the community and as such 

seized on this opportunity, the 50th anniversary of the country’s involvement in the conflict – known until 

1965 as the American Expeditionary Force in Vietnam.  

George Yourick, St. Brigid Knights Assembly’s faithful navigator, said once the Knights had decided on 

honoring these veterans, the entire parish got involved. They passed out cards after mass to identify 

veterans. The Father Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly and the Men of St. Brigid arranged and cooked the 

dinner. 

It was called a celebration for “a generation not recognized.” Brian Zeringue, projects manager for the Ga. 

Department of Veterans Services, acted as master of ceremonies standing in for GDVS Commissioner 

Mike Roby who could not attend. 

“These Vietnam War Certificates of Honor are our thanks to those who answered the call of duty,” said 

Zeringue. 

 

 

 



Event 2: “World Day of Prayer for Peace Mass” – 09/10/2016 

The Assembly members participated in the 4th annual 09/11 Mass held at St. Brigid 

Catholic Church to honor our heroes in uniform.  The Mass is intended to 

remember those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of 09/11/2001, as well as 

the men and women in uniform who have sacrificed their lives in the line of duty.   

Twenty Sir Knights participated in the Honor Guard.  Twenty-nine additional Knights 

attended the Mass. 

The Johns Creek Fire Department graciously provided a bucket truck that allowed 

us to display our 6X10 foot U.S. Flag high above the entrance to the church.  This 

impressive display makes a big impression on our parishioners as they enter. 

Fr. Neil Herlihy provided a special blessing to the Police and Fireman in attendance 

on the steps of the church prior to the Mass. 

 

  



Event 3: “Veterans Day Celebration” – 11/10-12-13/2016 

To start the weekend Veterans Day celebrations on a high note, fifteen Sir Knights 
provided an Honor Guard for the Holy Redeemer Catholic School Veterans Day 
mass.  The entire school attended the mass along with relatives of the children who 
have or are currently serving in the Armed Forces.   

 
The Assembly Veterans were invited to visit each classroom in the Holy Redeemer 
school after Mass to answer questions and explain the true nature of service to our 
country. 
 
  



The Assembly for the third time initiated a U.S. flag distribution program to assist 
the Saint Brigid parishioners in remembering the meaning of Veterans Day.   
 
On the week-end just after the official Veterans Day, starting with the Saturday Vigil 
mass and ending with our Sunday evening mass, twenty-seven Sir Knights 
distributed U.S. Flags (4” X 6”) after each mass.   
 
In total, one thousand six hundred flags were distributed over the course of the 
weekend.  Most of the distribution was directed at the children who faces lit up 
when they received a flag.  The Sir Knights received many a “Thank you” from our 
parishioners throughout the weekend. 
 
 

       
 

  



Event 4: “USMC Toys for Tots Dinner” – 12/7/2016 

On December 7, 2016, thirty-one Sir Knights, 3 Council Knights and their spouses 

plus our Faithful Friar, Fr. Neil Herlihy (62 people in total) gathered together at 

Ippolito’s Restaurant in Roswell, GA to celebrate the holiday season at the third 

annual Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly Christmas Social.   

The dinner was a way for the Knights to thank their spouses for the support they 

provided as they participated and assisted in several events throughout 2016. 

In addition, we wanted to be able to give something back during this joyous season 

so we teamed up with the “US Marine Toys for Tots Program.”  Each attending 

couple brought an unwrapped toy that was donated to the above program on the 

following day.  In all, 22 new toys with an approximated value of $275 were donated 

to the program.   

 

  



Event 5: “Poppy Day” – 05/27 to 05/28/2016 

 

Over Memorial Day weekend – 2017, the Assembly distributed poppies to 2,000+ 
parishioners’ as they departed from their weekend masses.  A Sir Knight in full 
regalia as well as other Sir Knights helped to distribute poppies to all.  In all, two Sir 
Knights served in regalia and sixteen other Sir Knights assisted in distributing 
poppies and informational card.  The informational card is shown below: 
 

 
 
There was also an excerpt from the book published in the weekly church bulletin 
that provided some history to the whole congregation.  The page is shown on the 
next page.  
 

Best Children’s Books of the Year 
                                   - Bank Street College of Education 

  
When American soldiers entered World War I, Moina Belle  
Michael, a schoolteacher from Georgia, knew she had to  
act. Some of the soldiers were her students and friends. 
Almost single-handedly, Moina worked to establish the red  
poppy as the symbol to honor and remember soldiers. And  
she devoted the rest of her life to making sure the symbol  
would last forever. Thanks to her hard work, that symbol  
remains strong today. 



  

The Ascension of the Lord, Year A, May 27-28, 2017 Page 3 
 

 The Story Behind the Remembrance Poppy  

How did the distinctive flower, 
the red poppy, become such a 
potent symbol of our 
remembrance   of   the  sacrifices 

made in past wars? 

In late 1914, the fields of Northern  France and 
Flanders were once again ripped open as 
World War One raged through Europe's  heart. 
Once the conflict was over the poppy was one 
of the only plants to grow on the otherwise 
barren battlefields. 

The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol to the fallen was realized 
by the Canadian surgeon John McCrae in his poem In Flanders Fields. The poppy 
came to represent the immeasurable sacrifice made by his comrades and quickly 
became a lasting memorial to those who died in World War One and later conflicts. 

Moina Belle Michael (1869‐1944) was a Georgia teacher who 

had the idea to create an emblem of Remembrance using the 

red Flanders poppy. At the age of 49, with a career in  teaching 

for over 30 years already behind her, she dedicated her  life  to  

campaign  to  have  this  emblem  recognized     by 

governments, veteran agencies and the public. The American Legion adopted the 

poppy as the organization's memorial flower and pledged its use to benefit our 

servicemen and their families. Today, the poppy continues to provide a financial 

and therapeutic benefit to those hospitalized and disabled veterans who construct 

them, as well as benefiting thousands of other veterans and their families . 

(Story and illustrations from the book—The Poppy Lady, Author Barbara Elizabeth Walsh 

and Illustration by Layne Johnson. ) 

The Knights of Columbus will be on the landing after all 
Masses, handing out poppies as a symbol of honor and 
to remember all of our soldiers during the Memorial 
Day weekend . 

Prayer List 

““Have no anxiety at all, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving make your 

requests known to God.” 

Philippians 4:6 

We pray now for: 

Angie Julian, Betty Hittmeier, 

Clement Lisi, Dorothy 

Lapsley, Enid Schneider, 

Joe Canouse, Joseph Lehman, 

Mary Bruce Hughes, Maureen 

Hayes,  Michael Eason, 

Mya Handler, Olivia Broyles, 

Tim Ford, the wounded 

military and all the intentions 

on our monthly  prayer list. 

 
Memoriam 

 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except 

through me.” John 14:6 

We pray for our parishioners, 

family members and friends 

who have died. 

Russell Lee Smith, 

Father of Karen  Hughes 

Robert Edwin Matheson, 

Father of John Hunter 

Matheson 

Olan Hembree, 

Husband of Molly Hembree 

Edith B. Houston, 

Aunt of Marcia Chandler 

 
May they and all the souls of 

the faithful departed find 

eternal rest in Heaven. Amen. 



Pictures from “Poppy Day”:  

 
SK Chuck Bogatie & Bill Stuhltrager distribute poppies 

 

 
 

  



Event 8: “Honoring Those Who Served” - Monthly 

The “Honoring Those Who Served” program was instituted in January 2014.  

Committee Chairman, Bob Lehrer (USMC-Vietnam) presides over a presentation 

each month where a veteran is announced, receives a standing ovation and is 

presented with a certificate signifying their recognition by the Assembly.  In 2016 

the program was expanded to recognize non-veterans who demonstrate 

exceptional patriotism even though they did not serve in the Armed Forces. Each 

honoree has time to address the Assembly where they present their service history.    

Each of these presentations provides the Assembly members with a chance to 

learn valuable lessons from real life experiences.  In the fraternal year of 2016 – 

2017 the Assembly honored: 

Aug 2016 – Tony Santoro, Air Force (1972-1976) 
Oct 2016 – Steve Winkeljohn, Army (1969-1971) 
Feb 2017 – Lee Toole, Army (1956-1959) 
Mar 2017 – Greg Trzaska, Army (1973-1975) 
Apr 2017 – Matt Floyd, Army Reserves (1989-1995) 
May 2017 – Bill McClure. Marines (1957 – 1960) 
 
Pictures of the Honored Veterans:  

          

        



Assembly Newsletter – periodic: 

The Assembly also started a Newsletter this past fraternal year that usually 

includes a patriotic message to keep a patriotic theme in the minds of our Sir 

Knights.  It is published and emailed to each member of the Assembly and it is also 

posted to our Assembly website.  A sampling of the patriotic messages is shown 

below. 

Patriotic Message: - from September 2016 

Will you give this to my Daddy? 

Last week I was in Atlanta, Georgia attending a conference. While I was in the airport, returning home, I heard 

several people behind me beginning to clap and cheer. I immediately turned around and witnessed one of the 

greatest acts of patriotism I have ever seen.  

 

Moving thru the terminal was a group of soldiers in their camo's, as they began heading to their gate everyone (well 

almost everyone) was abruptly to their feet with their hands waving and cheering. When I saw the soldiers, probably 

30-40 of them, being applauded and cheered for it hit me. I'm not alone. I'm not the only red-blooded American who 

still loves this country and supports our troops and their families.  

 

Of course, I immediately stopped and began clapping for these young unsung heroes who are putting their lives on 

the line every day for us so we can go to school, work and home without fear of reprisal. Just when I thought I could 

not be more proud of my country or of our service men and women a young girl, not more than 6 or 7 years old, ran 

up to one of the male soldiers. He kneeled down and said "hi," the little girl then she asked him if he would give 

something to her daddy for her. The young soldier, he didn't look any older than maybe 22 himself, said he would try 

and what did she want to give to her daddy. Then suddenly the little girl grabbed the neck of this soldier, gave him 

the biggest hug she could muster and then kissed him on the cheek.  

 

The mother of the little girl, who said her daughter’s name was Courtney, told the young soldier that her husband was 

a Marine and had been in Iraq for 11 months now. As the mom was explaining how much her daughter, Courtney, 

missed her father, the young soldier began to tear up. When this temporarily single mom was done explaining her 

situation, all of the soldiers huddled together for a brief second. Then one of the other servicemen pulled out a 

military looking walkie-talkie. They started playing with the device and talking back and forth on it.  

 

After about 10-15 seconds of this, the young soldier walked back over to Courtney, bent down and said this to her, "I 

spoke to your daddy and he told me to give this to you" He then hugged this little girl that he had just met and gave 

her a kiss on the cheek. He finished by saying "your daddy told me to tell you that he loves you more than anything 

and he is coming home very soon."  

 

The mom at this point was crying almost uncontrollably and as the young soldier stood to his feet he saluted 

Courtney and her mom. I was standing no more than 6 feet away from this entire event unfolded. As the soldiers 

began to leave, heading towards their gate, people resumed their applause. As I stood there applauding and looked 

around, there were very few dry eyes, including my own. That young soldier in one last act of selflessness turned 

around and blew a kiss to Courtney with a tear rolling down his cheek.  

 

We need to remember everyday all of our soldiers and their families and thank God for them and their sacrifices. At 

the end of the day, it's good to be an American.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The first thing a soldier says when asked: ’What can we do to make things better for you?’ is…We need your support 

and your prayers.”  Let’s keep praying for our men and women in uniform. 

  



Patriotic Message: - from February 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Anthem Veterans Memorial, located in Anthem, Arizona, is 

a   monument dedicated to honoring the service and sacrifice 

of the United States armed forces.  The pillar provides a place 

of honor and reflection for veterans, their family and friends, 

and those who want to show their respects to those service 

men and women who have and continue to courageously serve 

the United States.   

 

The memorial was designed by Anthem resident Renee 

Palmer– Jones.  The five marble pillars represent the five 

branches of the United States military.  They are staggered in 

size (from 17 feet to 6 feet) and ordered in accordance with the 

Department of Defense prescribed precedence, ranging from 

the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the 

United States Navy, the United States Air Force and the United 

States Coast Guard. 

 

Once a year at 11:11 am the sun shines perfectly on this 

Memorial.  At precisely 11:11 a.m.  each Veterans Day (Nov. 11), 

the sun's rays pass through the ellipses of the five Armed 

Services pillars to form a perfect solar spotlight over a mosaic 

of The Great Seal of the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthem Veterans Memorial 

41703 N. Gavilan Peak Parkway   

Anthem, AZ 85086  

(623) 742-6050 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.onlineatanthemcom/anthem-veterans-memorial

