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“Civic Award 2015 – 2016” 

Patriotic Programs: 

“Johns Creek Purple Heart Ceremony” 

“09/11 Remembrance Mass” 

 “Veterans Day Celebrations” 

“USMC Toys for Tot’s Dinner” 

“Vietnam Veterans Day” 

“Special Olympics Color Guard” 

“Poppy Day” 

“HonoringThose Who Served”  

 

  



Event 1: “JCVA Purple Heart Ceremony” - 08/07/2015 

Twenty Sir Knights and two Council Knights attended the ceremony described 

below to honor the Purple Heart recipients of Georgia. 

Mayor Mike Bodker honors Purple Heart recipients at Veterans Memorial Walk 

 

Johns Creek Mayor Mike Bodker, on behalf of the Johns Creek City Council, 

recognized and honored those wounded or killed in defense of the nation during a 

Purple Heart Day ceremony at the Veterans Memorial Walk in the city’s Newtown 

Park Aug 7.  

 

The ceremony was hosted by the Johns Creek Veterans Association in conjunction 

with National Purple Heart Day. 

 

Mayor Bodker observed that behind each statistic is a service member who put his 

or her life at risk, and behind him or her are families profoundly affected by the 

sacrifice of their loved one. 

 

About 100 people attended the ceremony in which Purple Heart recipients read 

several names of Georgia residents killed in action from World War II to 

Afghanistan. A bell tolled after each name. 

 

The mayor concluded his remarks by noting our nation owes a debt of gratitude to 

the generations of men and women who have been wounded or killed in combat. 

 

At the close of the ceremony, Mayor Bodker laid a wreath at the Purple Heart 

Memorial in the Veterans Memorial Walk. A bugler and a bag-piper played Taps 

and Amazing Grace. 



 

Johns Creek became a designated Purple Heart City in May. 

 

 

 



Event 2: “World Day of Prayer for Peace Mass” – 09/11/2015 

The Assembly members participated in the third annual 09/11 Mass held at St. 

Brigid Catholic Church to honor our heroes in uniform.  The Mass is intended to 

remember those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of 09/11/2001, as well as 

all of the men and women in uniform who have sacrificed their lives in the line of 

duty.   

Twenty-six Sir Knights participated in the Honor Guard.  Eleven additional Sir 

Knights and eight Council Knights attended the Mass. 

The Johns Creek Fire Department graciously provided a bucket truck that allowed 

us to display our 6X10 foot U.S. Flag high above the entrance to the church.  This 

impressive display makes a big impression on our parishioners as they enter. 

The 09/06/15 Sunday Bulletin cover invited all parishioners to attend the mass 

(cover is shown below) and our Pastor, Fr. Neil Herlihy devoted his “Pastor’s 

Corner” section on 09/13/15 (also shown below) of the Sunday Bulletin to the 

intention of the mass and to the challenges we face in defending our faith around 

the world.  Fr. Neil Herlihy provided a special blessing to the Police, Fireman and 

Scouts in attendance on the steps of the church prior to the Mass. 
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The Mass will be a celebration  
in honor of our heroes in uniform.  
It is intended to remember   
those who lost their lives in the   
terrorist attacks of  
September 11, 2001, as well as   
all the men and women  
in uniform who have   
given their lives   
in the line of duty.    



From our pastor, Father Neil Herlihy 
 
This past Friday as a Parish, we participated in the World Day of Prayer for 
Peace sponsored by the Catholic fraternal organization, the Knights of 
Columbus. The leaders of the Knights of Columbus invited us to pray for 
peace among nations. They also invited us to “…pray that religion will be a 

means of peace and accord and not an excuse for violence and division.” We celebrated a 
special Mass for Peace as a faith community at 7 p.m. Representatives of the local police and 
fire departments were present. The Mass was intended to mark the fourteenth anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  
 
We as a nation recall the tragic deaths and injuries that occurred at the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon, and on the fields of Somerset, Pennsylvania. We also remember the men and 
women in uniform who gave their lives or who were injured that day in the line of duty. This 
day of prayer helps us to remember not only the events of that tragic day, but also reminds us 
of the dangers that continue to confront us in an unstable world. We are invited to pray for 
peace among nations. We are also invited to ask for the special intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Queen of Peace, as we pray for peace in our world, peace in our homes, and 
peace in our hearts. 
 
As Catholics, we are challenged to respond in faith to the pressing concerns of our brothers 
and sisters in need, and to remember in a special way all those who suffered in some way on 
that fateful day of September 11, 2001. We continue to pray for our men and women in 
uniform who defend our freedoms, especially those serving in the Middle East. We also pray 
for their families and the military chaplains who assist them.  
 
Pope Benedict XVI, in 2008, visited “Ground Zero”, the site of the attack at the World Trade 
Center in New York City on “9/11”. He reminded us that we continue to live in a dangerous 
and violent world. The following is an excerpt from the prayer he read during his visit: 
 

GOD OF PEACE, BRING YOUR PEACE TO OUR VIOLENT WORLD, 

PEACE IN THE HEARTS OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN,  

AND PEACE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

TURN TO YOUR WAY OF LOVE THOSE WHOSE HEARTS 

AND MINDS ARE CONSUMED WITH HATRED. 

GOD OF UNDERSTANDING, OVERWHELMED BY THE MAGNITUDE OF THIS TRAGEDY, 

WE SEEK YOUR LIGHT AND GUIDANCE  

AS WE CONFRONT SUCH TERRIBLE EVENTS. AMEN.  

As we reflect on these profound words uttered by Our Holy Father, I pray that God may 
continue to guide and bless our Church, our families, and our nation. 

 

  



Event 3: “Veterans Day Celebration” – 11/07 to 11/10/2015 

The Assembly initiated a U.S. flag distribution program to assist the Saint Brigid 

parishioners in remembering the meaning of Veterans Day.   

On the weekend just prior to the official Veterans Day, starting with the Saturday 

Vigil mass and ending with our Sunday evening mass, twenty-three Sir Knights 

distributed U.S. Flags (4” X 6”) after each mass.  In total, two thousand flags were 

distributed over the course of the weekend.  Most of the distribution was directed at 

the children who faces lit up when they were able to receive a flag.  The Sir Knights 

received many “Thank you’s” from our parishioners throughout the weekend. 

To end the celebration on a high note, fifteen Sir Knights provided an Honor Guard 

for the Holy Redeemer Catholic School Veterans Day mass.  The entire school 

attended the mass along with relatives of the children who have or are currently 

serving in the Armed Forces. 

The Assembly is planning to participate in both events again in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Event 4: “USMC Toys for Tots Dinner” – 12/9/2015 

On December 9, 2015, thirty Sir Knights and their spouses and our Faithful Friar, 

Fr. Neil Herlihy (58 people in total) gathered together at Ippolito’s Restaurant in 

Roswell, GA to celebrate the holiday season at the second annual Fr. Joseph T. 

O’Callahan Assembly Christmas Social.   

The dinner was a way for the Sir Knights to thank their spouses for the support they 

provided the Assembly Knights as they participated and assisted in several events 

throughout 2015 that took them away from home. 

In addition, we wanted to be able to give something back during this joyous season 

so we teamed up with the “US Marine Toys for Tots Program.”  Each attending 

couple brought an unwrapped toy that was donated to the above program on the 

following day.  In all, 33 new toys with an approximated value of $413 were donated 

to the program.   

 

  



Event 5: “Vietnam Veterans Day” – 03/29/16 

On March 29, 2016, the city Johns Creek held its first celebration of Vietnam 
Veterans Day at the JCVA Memorial Walk in Newtown Park.  Nine Sir Knights 
attended the ceremony in Knights shirts to lend support and to say “thank you” to 
the veterans of that conflict.  All were impressed with the ceremony, especially the 
keynote speaker, Mr. Man Bui who recounted his escape from Vietnam and how his 
family has truly lived the American Dream since his arrival.  Listed below is an 
excerpt from the local city newspaper that provides some insight into the ceremony. 
 
“JOHNS CREEK, Ga. — March 29 is a day many say “thank you” to Vietnam 
veterans. And this year, the citizens of Johns Creek and its Mayor Pro Tem Steve 
Broadbent, himself a veteran, had their own way of thanking veterans. 
Broadbent, along with members of the Johns Creek Veterans Association, laid a 
wreath at the Johns Creek Veterans Memorial Walk in Newtown Park and 
presented a certificate of honor to Johns Creek’s Vietnam veterans as part of 
national Vietnam Veterans Day. 
 
Part of the ceremony included a recounting from Man Bui, now of Johns Creek, 
who, along with his family, managed to get on board one of the last helicopters 
evacuating refugees from the American embassy on April 30, 1975. Bui has been in 
America for nearly 40 years and he and his wife, Quinn, now have a son who 
graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and another son who 
enrolled there as well.” 
 

 



 
 
 

 

  



Event 6: “Special Olympics Color Guard” – 05/20/16 

On Friday, May 20, 2016, the Assembly Color Guard presented the Colors at the 

Opening Ceremony for the Georgia Summer Special Olympics at Emory University.  

State Deputy Mark McMullen was the Master of Ceremonies for the event.  This 

was the first time that the Assembly participated in this event and we look forward 

to participating again in the future. 

 

 

Pictured (l. to r.) Color Corp Commander Rick Langheim, SK Dan Zabkar, FP Bill Stuhltrager, 

PFN Dick Holcomb, FN George Yourick and SK Mark Zabkar  



Event 7: “Poppy Day” – 05/28 to 05/29/2016 

 

Over Memorial Day weekend – 2016, the Assembly distributed poppies to 2,000 
parishioners’ as they departed from their weekend masses.  Sir Knights in full 
regalia as well as other Sir Knights helped to distribute poppies to all.  In all, five Sir 
Knights served in regalia and nineteen other Sir Knights in their Knights golf shirts 
assisted in distributing poppies.   
 
There was also an excerpt from the book published in the weekly church bulletin 
that provided some history to the whole congregation.   
 

  



Pictures from “Poppy Day”:  

 
Jon Satterfield & Jason Groesser distribute poppies 

 

 
 

  



Event 8: “Honoring Those Who Served” - Monthly 

The “Honoring Those Who Served” program was instituted in January, 2014.  

Committee Chairman, Bob Lehrer (USMC-Vietnam) presides over a presentation 

each month where a veteran is announced, receives a standing ovation and is 

presented with a certificate signifying their recognition by the Assembly.  In 2016 

the program was expanded to recognize non-veterans who demonstrate 

exceptional patriotism even though they did not serve in the Armed Forces. Each 

honoree has time to address the Assembly where they present their service history.    

Each of these presentations provides the Assembly members with a chance to 

learn valuable lessons from real life experiences.  In the fraternal year of 2015 – 

2016 the Assembly honored: 

July 2015 – Jake Hegarty, Army, Vietnam 
Aug 2015 – Myron Livingston, Navy, Vietnam 
Sep 2015 – Bob Wood, Navy, Vietnam 
Nov 2015 – Dan Proffitt, Navy, Cuba Blockade 
Jan 2016 – Dave Lemcoe, Army, Gulf War 
Mar 2016 – William “Teetum” Carneal, Army, WWII 
Apr 2016 – Jon Satterfield – for his dedication to chairing the “Poppy” distribution 
May 2016 – Bert Botzman, Army, post-Vietnam era  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Pictures of the Honored Veterans: 

 

Aug 2015(l.to r.) Chairman Bob Lehrer, Myron Livingston (Vet), FN George Yourick 

 

 
Sep 2015(l. to r.) FN George Yourick, Bob Wood (Vet), Chairman Bob Lehrer 



 
 

 
Jan 2016(l.to r.) Chairman Bob Lehrer, David Lemcoe (Vet), FN George Yourick 

 
 

 
Mar 2016 - PFC William T. Carneal, Army, WWII 

 



 
Apr 2016(l. to r.) Jon Satterfield (Patriotic Honoree), FN George Yourick 

 
 

 
May 2016(l. to r.) FN George Yourick, Bert Botzman (Vet)  


