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“Civic Award 2014 – 2015” 

Patriotic Programs: 

“09/11 Remembrance Mass” 

“JCVA Memorial Walk – Gazebo Build” 

“Veterans Day Celebration” 

“USMC Toys for Tot’s Dinner” 

“HonoringThose Who Served”  

“Cristo Rey High School – Flag Donation” 

“Poppy Day”  

 “Vietnam War Era Veterans Dinner” 
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Those assemblies deemed outstanding in their implementation of an agenda of patriotic programming for the
2014 - 2015 fraternal year are eligible to receive the Supreme Council’s CIVIC AWARD. This award is a tribute to the 
spirit of patriotism and national pride exemplified by the assembly’s program of activities. Those assemblies winning 
the award should display it with justifiable pride.

In order to qualify for the Civic Award, the assembly must conduct and report at least four varied patriotic programs
held within the fraternal year. Please note that assembly programs must be patriotic in nature. Programs must be reported
on this Civic Award application, signed by the faithful navigator and submitted to: Knights of Columbus Supreme
Council, Department of Fraternal Services, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510-3326. This application must
be received by the Supreme Council office no later than June 30.

___________________________________________

Please list and briefly describe those patriotic programs sponsored by your assembly between July 1, 2014  and Jun
30,2015.  Use additional paper if necessary.

1. _1. The Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly sponsored and participated in eight patriotic programs this fraternal year.

Each of the programs are detailed on the following sheets. Four of the programs were completed for a second time during

the Assembly’s second year of existence. Four new programs were instituted this year. The Assembly looks forward to

continuing these valuable programs that help our Knights, the Parish and the Community in general.

Signed __________________________________________________________________      Date _________________________
Faithful Navigator

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: SUPREME COUNCIL DEPARTMENT OF FRATERNAL SERVICES

MAIL COPIES TO: VICE SUPREME MASTER
MASTER
ASSEMBLY FILE

2321 4/13

Due By: JUNE 30

Assembly Number ____3441________________

Location__Johns Creek____________________
(city)

__________Georgia_________________________
(state or province)
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Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 1: “World Day of Prayer for Peace Mass” – 09/11/2014 

The Assembly members participated in the second annual 09/11 Mass held at St. 

Brigid Catholic Church to honor our heroes in uniform.  The Mass is intended to 

remember those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of 09/11/2001, as well as 

all of the men and women in uniform who have sacrificed their lives in the line of 

duty.   

Twenty-eight Sir Knights participated in the Honor Guard.  Fourteen additional Sir 

Knights attended the Mass. 

The Johns Creek Fire Department graciously provided a bucket truck that allowed 

us to display our 6X10 foot U.S. Flag high above the entrance to the church.  This 

impressive display makes a big impression on our parishioners as they enter. 

Our Pastor, Fr. Neil Herlihy devoted his “Pastor’s Corner” section (excerpt follows) 

of the Sunday Bulletin to the intention of the mass and to the challenges we face in 

defending our faith around the world.  The Mass was officiated by both Fr. Neil 

Herlihy and Parochial Vicar Fr. Tri John-Bosco Nguyen. 

  



“Excerpt from the Pastor’s Corner of the Sunday Bulletin:”  

From our pastor, Father Neil Herlihy 

Archbishop Gregory recently addressed the challenges that we face 

as Catholics in confronting the problems in our world today.  He 

stated “international events come into our homes and our lives in 

ways that bring us face to face with the suffering of other people each day, and the 

closeness and intensity of these events must impact us and spur us to respond.” 

As we reflect on these words of the Archbishop, we are reminded that the world, 

especially the Middle East, continues to be a very dangerous place.  This week we 

will mark the thirteenth anniversary of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 

2001 which had their roots in the Middle East.  We as a nation recall the tragic 

deaths and injuries that occurred at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and on 

the fields of Somerset, Pennsylvania.  We also cannot forget the brutal persecution 

of Christians in Iraq and in other places in the world that continues at this time. 

This Thursday, as a Parish, we will participate in the World Day of Prayer for 

Peace sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.  We will celebrate a special Mass 

for Peace as a faith community at 7 p.m.  This day of prayer helps us to remember 

not only the events of that fateful day, but also reminds us of the dangers that 

continue to confront us. We are invited to pray for peace among nations.  We are 

also invited to ask for the special intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 

Queen of Peace, as we pray for peace in our world, peace in our homes, and 

peace in our hearts. 

Archbishop Gregory also has asked us to support spiritually and financially the 

humanitarian efforts so desperately needed to assist the persecuted people in Iraq 

at this time.  He also has asked us to write to our elected officials to urge them to 

support the increased outreach of our nation in caring for the displaced people of 

Iraq. 

As Catholics, we are challenged to respond in faith to the pressing concerns of our 

brothers and sisters in need, and to also remember in a special way all those who 

suffered in some way on that fateful day of September 11, 2001.  I invite you to join 

me and many of our fellow parishioners and friends at our special Mass for Peace 

this Thursday. 

I pray that God may continue to bless you and your families for all you do to 

strengthen and enhance our community of faith.  



 

Pictures from the Sept 11, 2014 Mass: 

  



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 2: “JCVA Memorial Walk – Gazebo Build” – Oct. 2014 

The “Gazebo Build” started on October 6, 2014 and continued until October 31, 

2014. 

For twelve construction days in the three week time span, sixteen Sir Knights, four 

Knights and one visiting priest worked a total of 670 hours to construct a twenty five 

foot diameter Gazebo that sits on the western edge of the “Memorial Walk” and 

provides visitors with a place to sit and reflect on their walk through the memorial.  

The Gazebo is situated so that the entire memorial can be viewed while sitting 

inside the structure. 

Sir Knight Bob Lehrer had designed a similar structure in the past and made some 

minor modifications to accommodate the requirements for the Memorial Walk.  

Each piece was measured and cut by hand.  All who participated enjoyed the 

comradery of learning new construction skills in some cases and in seeing the 

gazebo progress to its completion. 

The Johns Creek Veteran Association leadership group visited us on a daily basis 

providing encouragement and lunch on an occasional basis.  Home Depot donated 

all of the raw materials and the Knights provided the labor to construct the Gazebo. 

 

As a footnote: The pressure treated materials used in the construction had to dry 

out before it could be stained.  In April, 2015 the Holy Redeemer Catholic School 

Boy Scouts stained the rafters one Saturday.  On the following Monday and 

Tuesday, six Sir Knights and three knights spent 63 hours staining the rest of the 

gazebo. 

 

The names of the Knights who assisted in the construction and staining are listed 

below along with a photo of the plaque that commemorates our efforts that was 

provided by the Johns Creek Veterans Association to honor our efforts. 

 

  



The Knights are: 

Andrew Abutu, Bert Botzman, Mike Caskey, Tony Coco, Armand D’errico, Eric 

Edstrom, Father Francis, Mark Hartmann, John Hock, Dick Holcomb, Wally Kenny, 

Bob Lehrer, Barry Moody, Len O’Neill, David Plauche, John Revell, Jim 

Schlotzhauer, Bill Stuhltrager, Steve Winklejohn, Bob Wood, George Yourick 

 

 

  



Pictures from the JCVA Gazebo Build: 

 

 



 

 

 



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 3: “Veterans Day Celebration” – 11/08 to 11/10/2014 

The Assembly initiated a U.S. flag distribution program to assist the Saint Brigid 

parishioners in remembering the meaning of Veterans Day.   

On the weekend just prior to the official Veterans Day, starting with the Saturday 

Vigil mass and ending with our Sunday evening mass, nineteen Sir Knights 

distributed U.S. Flags (4” X 6”) after each mass.  In total, one thousand five 

hundred flags were distributed over the course of the weekend.  Most of the 

distribution was directed at the children who faces lit up when they were able to 

receive a flag.  The Sir Knights received many “Thank You’s” from our parishioners 

throughout the weekend. 

To end the celebration on a high note, eleven Sir Knights provided and Honor 

Guard for the Holy Redeemer Catholic School Veterans Day mass.  The entire 

school attended the mass along with relatives of the children who have or are 

currently serving in the Armed Forces. 

The Assembly is planning to participate in both events in 2015. 

 

 

 

 

  



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 4: “USMC Toys for Tots Dinner” – 12/2/2014 

On December 2, 2014, twenty nine Sir Knights and their spouses and our Faithful 

Friar, Fr. Neil Herlihy (59 people in total) gathered together at Da Vinci’s Restaurant 

in Roswell, GA to celebrate the holiday season at the first annual Fr. Joseph T. 

O’Callahan Assembly Christmas Social.   

The dinner was a way for the Sir Knights to thank their spouses for the support they 

provided the Assembly Knights as they participated and assisted in several events 

throughout 2014 that took them away from home. 

In addition, we wanted to be able to give something back during this joyous season 

so we teamed up with the “US Marine Toys for Tots Program.”  Each attending 

couple brought an unwrapped toy that was donated to the above program on the 

following day.  In all, 33 new toys with an approximated value of $425 were donated 

to the program.   

 



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 5: “Honoring Those Who Served” - Monthly 

The “Honoring Those Who Served” program was instituted in January, 2014.  

Committee Chairman, Bob Lehrer (USMC-Vietnam) presides over a presentation 

each month where a veteran is announced, receives a standing ovation and is 

presented with a check to purchase an engraved paver that will be placed in the 

Johns Creek Veterans Memorial Walk.  Each honored veteran has time to address 

the Assembly where they present their service history.  Each of these presentations 

provides the Assembly members with a chance to learn valuable lessons from real 

life experiences.  In the fraternal year of 2014 – 2015 the Assembly honored: 

July 2014 – George Finch, Navy, WWII (we lost George on 02/27/15) 

Aug 2014 – AJ Wilson, USMC, Afghanistan 

Oct 2014 – John Hock, USMC, Vietnam 

Nov 2014 – Carson Hostetter, USAF, Vietnam 

Jan 2015 – Tony Santoro, USAF, Vietnam 

Feb 2015 – William Jaeger, Army Reserves, 1957-1963 

Mar 2015 – Rick Sisko, Army, Vietnam 
Mark Hartmann, USMC (both honored due to their relocations) 

 
Apr 2015 – Bob Lehrer, USMC, Vietnam (had to surprise him) 

May 2015 – We honored all of the previously deceased knights that were veterans 
since we dedicated a “Perpetual Torch Plaque” at this meeting.  All deceased 
Knights were named but the service branch was announced for those who served.  
The list of veterans includes: 

- Thomas Rice, Army, Korea (passed 9/7/2008) 
- S. K. Raymond Davis, USAF, Vietnam (passed 4/12/2012) 
- Daniel Jaquint, Navy, WWII (passed 05/01/2013) 
- S. K. Paul Buettner, National guard (passed 05/15/2013) 
- S. K. Richard Foley, Army, Korea (passed 12/27/2013) 
- Thomas Moses, USAF, Desert Storm (passed 8/4/2014) 
- S. K. Nick D’annunzio, Army, Korea (passed 11/10/2014) 

Jun 2015 – George Yourick, Army, Vietnam (incoming Faithful Navigator) 

 



Pictures of the Honored Veterans: 

 
July 2014(l. to r.) Chairman Bob Lehrer, George Finch (Vet), FN Dick Holcomb 

 
 
 

 
Nov 2014(l.to r.) FN Dick Holcomb, Carson Hostetter (Vet), Chairman Bob Lehrer 

Carson is wearing the first shirt he bought after leaving the USAF in 1967 
 



 
Mar 2015(l. to r.) Chairman Bob Lehrer, Immediate Past State Deputy Rick Sisko (Vet), FN Dick Holcomb 

 
 

 
Mar 2015(l. to r.) Chairman Bob Lehrer, Mark Hartmann (Vet), FN Dick Holcomb 

 



 
Apr 2015(l. to r.) Chairman & Veteran Bob Lehrer, FN Dick Holcomb 

 
 

 
May 2015 – Veterans listed above and appear on “Perpetual Torch Plaque” 

 



 
 

 
June 2015(l. to r.) Chairman Bob Lehrer, George Yourick (Vet), FN Dick Holcomb 

  



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 6: “Atlanta Cristo Rey High School Flags – 05/14/2015 

 

Sir Knight Arnold Sheidler led the way in the fund raising effort to raise $600 to 

provide a U.S. Flag and a Vatican Flag for the altar at the Atlanta Cristo Rey High 

school as well as sixteen smaller flags that will be displayed in the classrooms at 

the school.  This was the inaugural year for the school and funds were tight.  The 

students had no flags to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to.  The flags were 

presented to the school on the day of their last mass of the school year. Fr. Van 

Dyke blessed the flags prior to mass.  Arnold and four other Sir Knights participated 

in the Honor Guard for the mass. 

The school newsletter included the article shown below: 

__________________________________________________________________

___ 

 
 
 
School Flags Donated by Knights of Columbus 
 
St. Brigid Knights of Columbus, Council 13204 and the  
Father Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly #3441 generously donated $600  
to provide a large American Flag and Vatican Flag both of which will remain 
on display in The Great Room of the Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School. 
In addition, they donated 16 flags that outfit each of our classrooms. Students 
have not been able to perform the Pledge of Allegiance this year but that will  
all change next year due to this very generous donation. 
 
The Knights presented the flags to Fr. Van Dyke for a special blessing during our final all-school Mass of  
the year on Thursday, May 14th. A special thank you goes to Arnold Sheidler for organizing the donation 
as well as the Knights participation in our Mass.  

__________________________________________________________________

___ 

  



Pictures from the Atlanta Cristo Rey Flag presentation: 

  



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 7: “Poppy Day” – 05/23 to 05/24/2015 

 

Over Memorial Day weekend – 2015, the Assembly distributed poppies to 1,800 

parishoniers as they departed from their weekend masses.  Sir Knights (two at 

each weekend mass) in full regalia as well as other Sir Knights helped to distribute 

poppies to all.  In all, four Sir Knights served in regalia and fourteen other Sir 

Knights in their Knights golf shirts helped in the effort.   

 

The children thoroughly enjoyed receiving a poppy from a Sir Knight in regalia.  

Several snapped pictures of the children and the sir Knight (see below).  Some 

families made it known that in some cases the child still had last year’s poppy 

displayed and they were very appreciative of the distribution again this year.  One 

dad admitted that he knew nothing about the poppies until last year and he noted 

that he is glad he knows the story now as well as his children. 

 

Post cards and Bookmarks were also distributed to some to guide them to the 

“Poppy Lady” book by Barbara Walsh which details the full story behind the 

origination of the poppies. 

 

There was also an excerpt from the book published in the weekly church bulletin 

that provided some history to the whole congregation.  The church bulletin page 

follows the pictures of the event. 



Pictures from “Poppy Day”: 

 
 

 



The Ascension of the Lord, Year B,  May 16–17th, 2015 Page 11 

Pray	with	our		
Traveling	Madonna		

To	 encourage	 praying	
the	Rosary	together	as	a	
family,	 The	 Traveling	
Madonna	 offers	 a	
beautiful	modeled	statue		

of	 	 OUR	 LADY	 OF	 GRACE	 that	 your	
family	 may	 enjoy	 in	 your	 home	 while	
praying	together.		
Contact	Mary	Ann,	at	treydan@aol.com	
or	 	 678‐297‐0103	 for	 information	
concerning	this	ministry.		

brighten	someone's	day.				

Our	team	of	volunteers	helps	fellow	parishioners	of	any	age	who	
are	in	need	of	assistance	due	to	accident,	illness,	recovering	from	
surgery	or	inability	to	get	out	and	about.		This	assistance	includes	
help	such	as	preparation	and	delivery	of	meals,	grocery	and/or	
prescription	pick‐ups,	social	visits,	respite,	or	a	phone	call	to	

	

If	we	can	be	of	assistance	with	any	of	these	tasks	you	may	contact	
us	by	calling	our	Caring	Connection	Hotline	‐	678‐393‐0060	x	820	

and	leave	a	message;	or	email	lindahegarty@comcast.net	and	a	volunteer	will	
contact	you	as	quickly	as	possible.			
If	you	are	interested	in	being	a	Caring	Connection	Volunteer,	please	leave	your	
name	and	number	on	the	Hotline	and	someone	will	return	your	call.		Your	help	will	
be	greatly	appreciated	by	our	friends	in	need.	

plants	to	grow	on	the	otherwise	barren	battle ields.	

How	did	the	distinctive	 lower,		the	red	poppy,		
become	such	a	potent	symbol	of	our	remembrance	of	the	sacri ices	made	in	past	wars?	
In	late	1914,	the	 ields	of	Northern	France	and	Flanders	were	once	again	ripped	open	as	World	
War	One	raged	through	Europe's	heart.	Once	the	con lict	was	over	the	poppy	was	one	of	the	only	

	

The	signi icance	of	 the	poppy	as	a	 lasting	memorial	 symbol	 to	 the	 fallen	was	realized	by	 the	Canadian	surgeon	
John	McCrae	in	his	poem	In	Flanders	Fields.	The	poppy	came	to	represent	the	immeasurable	sacri ice	made	by	his	

comrades	and	quickly	became	a	lasting	memorial	to	those	who	died	in	World	War	One	and	later	
con licts.		
	
Moina	Belle	Michael	(1869‐1944)	was	a	Georgia	teacher	who	had	the	idea	to	create	an	emblem	
of	Remembrance	using	 the	red	Flanders	poppy.	At	 the	age	of	49,	with	a	career	 in	 teaching	 for	over	30	
years	 already	 behind	 her,	 she	 dedicated	 her	 life	 to	 campaign	 to	 have	 this	 emblem	 recognized	 by	
governments,	 veteran	 agencies	 and	 the	 public.	 	 The	 American	 Legion	 adopted	 the	 poppy	 as	 the	

organization's	memorial	 lower	and	pledged	its	use	to	bene it	our	servicemen	and	their	families.	Today,	the	poppy	continues	
to	 provide	 a	 inancial	 and	 therapeutic	 bene it	 to	 those	 hospitalized	 and	disabled	 veterans	who	 construct	 them,	 as	well	 as	
bene iting	thousands	of	other	veterans	and	their	families	.																
																																																																																																					(	Story	and	illustrations	from	the	book—The	Poppy	Lady,			
			 																				Author	Barbara	Elizabeth	Walsh	and	Illustration	by	Layne	Johnson.	)	

						
The	Knights	of	Columbus	will	be	on	the	landing	next	week	handing	out		
poppies	as	a	symbol	to	honor	and	remember	all	of	our	soldiers	on	this
Memorial	Day	weekend	.	 



Civic Award 06-2015 Detail: 

Item 8: “Vietnam War Era Veterans Dinner” 

The Assembly sponsored a Founder’s Day Dinner honoring our Vietnam War Era 
veterans.  Honorees were servicemen and women who were Knights from the St. 
Brigid Council #13204, Sir Knights from the Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly 
#3441 or members of the Johns Creek Veterans Association.  The Veterans 
Association provided a military Color Guard for the event. 

Sixteen Knights and Sir Knights and fourteen members of the JCVA were honored 
on Saturday, June 20, 2015 in Corbett Hall (St. Brigid) church.  This is the first such 
dinner that the Assembly has sponsored solo.  Last year the Assembly was a co-
sponsor with the Fr. Charles J. Watters Assembly #2688 in honoring Korean War 
Era veterans. 

There were an additional thirteen knights from St. Brigid who assisted in setting up 
the hall, preparing and serving the meal, tending to drinks and clean up detail.  
Their efforts were much appreciated and helped immensely in making the night a 
very special one for the veterans and their families. 

The thirty veterans were joined by seventy family and friends and fellow knights 
who were there to express their gratitude for their service and to wish them a 
heartfelt “Welcome Home”.  Twelve Sir Knights served in an Honor Guard that 
escorted each honored veteran into the hall to a rousing round of applause for 
each. 

The President of the Johns Creek Veterans Association, Wayne Kidd, a member of 
the Color Corp for the event and an Army veteran of Vietnam was in attendance 
with his wife of fifty years.  The happy couple was saluted with a standing ovation 
for reaching such a milestone earlier in the week (they changed their celebration 
trip to come home early and attend the event with us).  That also gave us a chance 
to honor Patricia Kidd as a veteran (as a surprise) since Patricia was an Army 
Nurse during the Vietnam Era. 

Fr. Tri John-Bosco Nguyen, our Parochial Vicar joined us to provide a “20 Year Old 
Appreciation” talk that focused on his first 20 years growing up in Vietnam and his 
next 20 years living in the United States.   

Two military chaplains, Fr. Ted Johnson who served in Vietnam as a Navy chaplain 
and Fr. Kevin T. Peek, an Army chaplain who served in Iraq and Afghanistan also 
provided insight into how they viewed the veterans and their efforts from their 
perspective as Catholic Chaplains.     

Our Worthy District Master, Tom Frizzi and Worthy Vice-Supreme Master Gary 
McLain also expressed their thanks to the veterans.   



Our Pastor Fr. Neil Herlihy gave an inspirational Opening Prayer and our newest 
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Michael Revak (Sir Knight) provided a fitting Closing Prayer. 

All of the speeches provided inspiration to all attending. 

We also “Remembered” thirty-seven other Vietnam Era veterans who either could 
not attend the dinner or who have passed away.  We did not want to forget their 
sacrifice and service in defending our country. 

We also remember those who never returned when our own Sir Knight Bernie 
Gaydos, LTC (Ret.), U.S. Army recited the POW/MIA prayer near the table we set 
up in their honor. 

The events program is included in the back folder of the submission. 

 

Images related to the event are displayed on the following pages: 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The Honored Vietnam Veterans of the 2015 Founders Day Dinner 

 

 
Veteran Wayne Kidd (President of JCVA) escorted by Color Corp Commander Rick Langheim 

 

 



 
Veteran George Yourick (Incoming FN) escorted by SK Jim Shields 

 
 

 
JCVA Color Corp presenting the Colors 

 

 

 



 
Veterans reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance” 

 
 

 
Honor Guard & Veterans reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance” 

 

 



 
The Honored Vietnam Veterans of the 2015 Founders Day Dinner with their Escorts 

 
 

 
The Fr. Joseph T. O’Callahan Assembly Honor Guard “Retires” 

 

 

 



 
Wayne (U.S. Army) & Patricia Kidd (Army Nurse Corps) – Honored Veterans (married 50 years) 

 
 

 Fr. Neil Herlihy with members on the JCVA Color Corps 
 
 



  
 Vice Supreme Master, Gary McLain address the audience 

 
 

 
Faithful Navigator Dick Holcomb, Honored Veteran, Master of Ceremonies 



 
Sir Knight Bernie Gaydos, Honored Veteran, presents the “POW/MIA Prayer” 

 

 



 
Pastor Fr. Neil Herlihy leads the “Opening Prayer” 

 

 
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Tri John-Bosco Nguyen, Keynote Speaker 

 

 
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Michael Revak (Sir Knight) leads the “Closing Prayer”  


