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Moving Forward and 

Improving Things 
 
Welcome to the fourth issue of the 
Calvert Province Patriot 
newsletter.  We are now just past 
our Provincial Meeting where I 

met virtually with the Provincial Staff and the 
District Masters from the Province.  The first order 
of business is to congratulate the newly selected 
District Masters:  SK Jack Dirr, Master, Delaware 
District; SK Joe Paoletti, Master, Pennsylvania East 
District; and SK Andy Rodgers, Master, 
Pennsylvania West District.  I congratulate retiring 
Masters SK Lou Anderson, SK Sean Connelly Sr., 
and SK Michael Lynch ST, for a job well done!  They 
completed four years as District Master!  I also want 
to congratulate the District Masters who were re-
appointed for a second 2-year term:  SK John 
Philapavage, Master, Pennsylvania Central District; 
SK Fritz Leach, Master, Maryland District; and SK 
Stephen Raschke, Sr., PSD, Master, Virginia 
District.  And congratulations to SK Joe Feakes on 
being selected for his first two-year term as Master, 
Archdiocese of Washington District, after 
completing one year as District Master when I moved 
on to be Vice Supreme Master.  I look forward to 
working with all of you as we strive to make the 
Province and the Districts better than we found them!   
 
Unfortunately, due to the Corona Virus mitigation 
actions, we continue to hold many events virtually, 
and some with social distancing, complying with 
local government and Diocesan rules.  However, we 
held another highly successful Maryland District 
Virtual Exemplification on July 25, 2020.  As a result 
of that event, 118 new Sir Knights joined us in the 
Patriotic Degree!  All districts now turn their 
Exemplification focus on the upcoming Fall months.  
Information on these events can be found later in this 
newsletter, on the Calvert Province Web Site or on 
the District Web Sites.  These exemplifications are 
an important part of our development of the 
Fourth/Patriotic Degree, and each individual Sir  

 
Knight has an important role in these events.  Not 
only helping during the execution of the 
Exemplification, but by each one of you being a 
recruiter and asking the new Third Degree members, 
following the Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and 
Fraternity, to join us in the Fourth Degree, and then 
assisting them to prepare for it.  We must push 
extremely hard in this area.   
 
We need new members to conduct Patriotic 
Programs and assist with New Assembly 
Development.  The preparation consists of each one 
of us shepherding these candidates through the 
paperwork and providing the needed fees for the 
Exemplification, and then making sure that they get 
there when and where the event takes place.  This is 
the membership piece of Fourth Degree 
development.   
 
Following this piece comes the conduct of Patriotic 
Programs.  There are many to choose from, such as 
becoming a Rep or a Dep Rep in the VAVS Program, 
volunteering at VA facilities, helping our active duty 
service people, or teaching school children about our 
flag!  You’ll see many great Patriotic Programs in 
this newsletter!  Finally, there is the Color Corps.  
With the price of the new uniform decreased, and 
other exciting initiatives in the uniform area, I hope 
that you will be encouraged to consider joining or 
returning to the Color Corps with me.  Patriotic 
Programs, Membership, New Assembly 
Development – there is a lot for us to do to make our 
assemblies, districts, and this province better than 
when we got here in living Patriotism in everything 
that we do!   
 
In conjunction with our mission of being our 
Brothers’ Keeper and leaving no Neighbor behind, 
continue to help them, as you see happening in some 
of the programs shown in this newsletter.  Treat each 
human being equally as we know Jesus wants us to 
treat them!  If we do this, we are certainly working 
toward a reward in Heaven!  Each one of you is doing 
a superb job!  Take stock and ask yourself, what can 
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I do even better, and let’s move forward with those 
things!  I appreciate everything that you do for your 
brother, for your assembly, for your district, for the 
Calvert Province, for the Fourth Degree and our 
Order.  Keep up the great work!  Please join me as 
we move forward in the Calvert Province!  
Remember my mission:  To leave Calvert province 
better than I found it on September 1, 2019, when I 
leave this assignment.  Make it your mission, too!   
 
 
Micheal W. Thumm 
Colonel, USMC, Retired 
Vice Supreme Master, Calvert Province 
Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus 
thummer75@md.metrocast.net 
(301) 904-4373 
 

 
 

From the Provincial Secretary’s Quill 
 

Upcoming Exemplifications 
 

2020 
October 17 Archdiocese of Washington District - 

Virtual 
October 24 PA Central - Virtual with PA East 
October 24 PA East - Virtual with PA Central 
October 31 Virginia - Virtual 
November 7 Maryland - Virtual 
November 14 Delaware – Virtual with Team 

Broadcast 
 

2021 
June 6, 2021 PA West – Cranberry Township, PA 

 
 
 

Provincial Statistics 
As of 09/01/2020 

 
Provincial Membership Goals  
District Membership 

Goal 
YTD New 
Members

Archdiocese of 
Washington

192 (152) 20% 40 

Delaware 77 (77) 0%  0
Maryland 223 (194) 13% 29

Pennsylvania 
Central

249 (248) 0%   1 

Pennsylvania East 446 (439) 1%  7
Pennsylvania 

West
325 (325) 0%   0 

Virginia 447 (408) 8% 39
Totals 1,960 (1,844) 

5.92% 
116 

 

High Performing Assemblies 
50% and Up in Membership 

District Assembly 
(Location) 

Membership 
Percentage

Archdiocese of 
Washington

#1548 
(Forestville) 

66% 

Maryland #376 
(Cumberland)  

166% 

Pennsylvania 
East

#3787 
(Philadelphia)  

50% 

Virginia #1166 
(Portsmouth) 

#1162  
(Norfolk)  

57% 
 

54% 

 
Provincial New Assembly Goals  

as of 09/01/2020  
District New 

Assembly 
Location 

Established 
(Y/N) 

Archdiocese of 
Washington

  

Delaware  
Maryland  

Pennsylvania 
Central

  

Pennsylvania East  
Pennsylvania 

West
  

Virginia  
Totals Goal: 7 0
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Reports 
 

Form 
 

Due Date 
 

Completed 

Monthly Newsletter (Star 
Assembly Requirement) 

Monthly Ongoing 

Form #1728 Annual 
Survey of Fraternal 

Activity 

January 31 Coming up! 

Form #TBP-1 To Be a 
Patriot Award 

May 1st to 
MFD 

Yes 

Form #990 Tax Report 
EZ – Due date depends 

on year end 

May 15 – 
Nov 15 

Yes 

Form #2321 Civic Award June 30 Yes  
(for most!)

Form #186 Report of 
Officers Chosen 

July 1 Yes  
(for most!)

Form #1315 Annual 
Assembly Audit Report 

August 1 Yes  
(for most!)

Need all reports turned in, even if late!   
Work to get them in soonest! 

 

Archdiocese of Military Services 
Chaplain’s Fund 

 
Donations to the Archdiocese of Military Services (AMS) 
Chaplain’s Fund are always greatly appreciated.  As a 
reminder, checks should be made out to Military 
Chaplains and mailed to: 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Attn: Maryann Ludington, Charities 
One Columbus Plaza 
New Haven, CT 06510 
 
 
Joseph E. Murtha, FM 
jem6901@msn.com 
 

 
 

Provincial Marshal’s Message 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS UNIFORM 
PROGRAM MANAGED  

BY THE SUPPLY ROOM 
 
The Supply Room is a small Veteran-owned business 
located in Oxford, Alabama. We have been in 
business for over 37 years serving all branches of our 
armed forces. Most of the Government agencies who 
started with us 37 years ago are still our largest 
customers today. The owner of the company is a 
Former Army Officer and I am a Retired Navy 
E9/CWO. Both the owner and I understand 
specifications, quality control and paying attention to 
the details. These qualities are what has kept the 
Supply Room at the top of a highly competitive 
industry, and it will also serve us well as we work 
toward building a first-class Knights of Columbus 
program. We took possession of the existing 
uniforms during the first two or three days of 
December. Our first step was to measure every 
garment to be sure the size label was accurate before 
we placed it into stock. By doing this timely and 
costly evaluation and by asking the right questions 
when the customers place their orders, we have 
pretty much eliminated the rejects or returns. We are 
now in the process of dyeing fabric and sewing our 
products and will have most every product on our 
shelves in the April/May timeframe.  
 
Here are the actions we have taken to improve each 
item:  
 
Blazer We will have two models of the blazer, the 
traditional fit and what we are calling our executive 
fit. Both models will be made from a tried and tested 
pattern which have been used to make hundreds of 
thousands of commercial blazers over the years. The 
fit and style have been battle tested. The traditional 
cut is for those who still have a chest and waist in 
proportion. We will have sizes from 32 XX Short to 
72 X Long, so we can fit most anyone. The Executive 
cut (Portly) is for those who need a little more coat 
around the stomach so it can be buttoned. This will 
allow us to fit you properly over the back and 
shoulders and still take care of the buttoning issue.  
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Trousers We found the trousers to be this biggest 
problem from the past and we have taken the 
necessary action to correct this problem. We have 
also used a tried and tested pattern for the trousers to 
provide plenty of room in the thigh, seat and leg. We 
also have added a concealed stretch waistband to 
provide 2 to 3 inches of ease above and beyond the 
waist size. If you wear a 34, these pants will fit you 
even if you are a 35 or even 36- inch waist.  
 
Beret We heard a lot of stories about the beret and 
how it fit or didn’t fit. Many said it looked like a 
“beanie” and just sat on the top of the head. Our 
military experience kicked in and we took the style 
we make for the Special Forces which would fit 
properly and allow the drape to extend over the right 
ear. Removed the lining, trimmed it in a top-quality 
leather and used a fine Australian wool. From the 
feedback we have received, this has solved the 
problems. We supplied the Color Guard at the 
Kellenberg Assembly up in New York State who 
refused to wear the old style and according to Rob 
Timmerman, the Color Guard members now love it.  
 
Tie Not a lot of complaints about the tie other than 
the Long was not long enough, so we have added an 
extra-long which is 64 inches and should fit the 
tallest member.  
 
OPTIONAL ITEMS We were asked if we could 
offer, as an option, a white shirt, a black oxford shoe 
and an overcoat. We can, and we have provided 
prototypes of each for approval.  
 
White Shirt We will be offering a 100% cotton, no-
iron white shirt with exact sleeve lengths. We will 
stock sizes from a 13” neck and 28” sleeves to a 23” 
neck and 37” sleeve. This should fit most every need. 
Shirts are like the blazers; some need more room in 
the stomach area, and we have addressed this.  
 
We will have an executive cut/style for those who 
need this extra room. We will have these available 
around April and they will be favorably priced for 
this quality and features. Once approved, they will be 
available on our website www.kofcuniform.com or 
toll-free number 833-562-4327.  
 

Black Oxford Shoes We will have these shoes ready 
for sale in late March early April. We have used a top 
grain cowhide and the inside of the shoe is lined with 
a soft leather. From the feedback we have received 
from test wears this is one comfortable shoe.  
 
Overcoat There are some areas in America where an 
overcoat is needed in the wintertime. We have 
developed a 19 oz., 100% wool, mid-calf coat with a 
heavy satin lining. The coat will be water resistant as 
well. The coat will have epaulets on the shoulders for 
the Baldric to go under and the gold K of C buttons. 
This coat is currently being test worn and if it is 
accepted as it is, we will have these available before 
the winter ends, especially in the northern part of the 
country.  
 
In summary, we at the Supply Room feel blessed to 
have been given the responsibility to provide the 4th 
Degree Knights with a complete uniform with the 
highest quality in materials and workmanship. We 
have accepted this challenge and we think we are 
well on our way to meet all the objectives set before 
us. Let me assure everyone, we take this seriously 
and we will work hard to earn the respect and trust of 
each member. You will receive professional and 
courteous service from the moment you call us. We 
have a team of skilled ladies accepting your calls and, 
if they cannot answer your questions, they give the 
call to me. We are also receptive to your comments 
and/or suggestions as to how we can improve. We 
must always get any changes approved by the 
Supreme Headquarters; but, trust me, Headquarters 
wants the best possible program and they are trusting 
us to get it right. I hope these answers most of your 
questions. If not, let me know and I will do my best 
to do so.  
 
God Bless,  
 
 
Jim Craig  
The Supply Room  
334-863-1674  
cell 800-458-5180, Ext: 168 
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Father Michael J. McGivney Elevated to 
Title of Blessed 
 
The announcement was made in 
Rome on May 27, 2020. Pope 
Francis approved the promulgation 
of a decree that recognizes a 
miracle attributed to the 
intercession of the founder of the K 

of C. He had served his flock during the pandemic of 
1890 before he became ill and died of pneumonia on 
August 14, 1890. Recent scientific evidence 
indicates that the pandemic of his time, like the one 
of 2020 may have been caused by a coronavirus. 
  
The Pope’s action raises Fr. McGivney to one step 
short of sainthood. Another proven miracle will be 
required for canonization. The proven miracle 
recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s 
intercession involved an unborn child in the United 
States who in 2015 was healed in-utero of a life-
threatening condition after prayers by his family to 
Fr. McGivney.  
 
Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in 
Waterbury, CT, Fr. McGivney was a central figure in 
the dramatic growth of the Church in the United 
States in the late 19th. Century. Ordained in 
Baltimore in 1877, ministered to a heavily Irish-
American and immigrant community in the then 
Diocese of Hartford. At the time of anti-Catholic 
sentiment, he worked tirelessly to keep his flock 
close to the faith in part by finding practical solutions 
to their many problems-spiritual and temporal alike. 
With a group of leading Catholic men of New Haven, 
he founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. 
Mary’s Church, to provide spiritual support for 
Catholic men and financial resources for families 
that had suffered the loss of their breadwinner.  
 
The fledgling group soon became a major force in the 
areas of evangelization, charity racial integration and 
the defense of religious freedom. Known by his 
contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and his 
embodiment of the characteristics of “Good 
Samaritan,” his case for sainthood was opened in the 
Archdiocese of Harford in 1997. St. John Paul II- 
Who was Pope at that time—lauded Fr. McGivney’s 

principles. During John Paul’s visit to St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York, Pope John Pau cited the 
“remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary 
American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, 
whose vision and zeal led to the founding of the 
Knights of Columbus”. 
 
The Mass for Beautification will take place on 
October 31, 2020 in the Archdiocese of Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Expect that it will be broadcast either 
by live stream or on EWTN, or both.  We should 
continue to look even further to the day on which Fr. 
McGivney is declared Saint and a Feast Day is put 
on the calendar. In the meantime, feel free to ask for 
his intervention. It is not absolutely necessary to 
await officialdom to declare a soul to be in heaven…. 
common sense, reason, and faith can tell us. Fr. 
McGivney is with Jesus and he can be asked to 
intervene in our behalf at any time. 
  

What’s going on in Calvert Province? 
 

Virginia District 
 

Sir Knight LLoyd P Knepp Assembly 2184 
 

 
 
On June 14th, Sir Knight Lloyd P. Knepp Assembly 
#2184 Color Corps supported the Corpus Christi 
walk at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Yorktown, Virginia. 
 

Potomac Assembly #2204  
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On August 20th, eighteen Sir Knights provided 
Honor Guard services to over 900 people who visited 
the Basilica of Saint Mary in Alexandria, Virginia to 
venerate the relics of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina as part 
of the Saint Pio Foundation’s National Relic Tour. 
__________________________________________
   

Archdiocese of Washington District   
 

Washington Assembly #151 
 

 
 

On September 10th, members of Washington 
Assembly #151 volunteered at Nativity Church to 
distribute milk, eggs, meats, vegetables, and fruits to 
more than 850 vulnerable and needy families. in the 
Washington DC area. 
 

Color Corps Training 
 

 
 
On September 26th, the Archdiocese of Washington 
District held Color Corps training and certification at 
St Joseph’s Church in Pomfret, Maryland.   
 

 
 
 

Closing Thoughts 
 
Please stay safe and continue to check on our 
Brothers, families, and neighbors. Especially watch 
out for the elderly!  See where we can assist with the 
new “Leave no neighbor behind” program!  We can 
all use some prayer right now, so please pray for those 
on the front lines of this war with an invisible enemy 
and pray for a speedy and merciful end to this 
pandemic!  
 

Never forget those who have gone before us! 
 

 

In 1964 Charles Joseph Watters entered active duty as 
a Catholic chaplain with the U.S. Army.  On November 
19, 1967, during the Battle of Dak, one of the worst 
friendly fire incidents of the Vietnam War occurred 
killing 21 men.  The dead included MAJ Charles 
Watters.  Earlier in the battle, Watters had ventured out 
past the perimeter several times to rescue wounded 
soldiers, carrying or dragging them to safety, providing 
first aid and administering last rites to the dying—
actions for which he was later awarded the Medal of 
Honor. His Medal was posthumously presented to his 
family at the White House by Vice President Spiro 
T. Agnew on November 4, 1969. His name can be 
found on the Viet Nam Memorial in Washington, DC 
on Panel 30E, Row 036.  He is buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery Section 2-E, Grave 186-A. 

Wreaths Across America Day is 
December 19, 2020! 

Fraternally and Patriotically,  

Mike  

Micheal W. Thumm  
Vice Supreme Master  
Calvert Province 



 

 

Archdiocese of Washington District Meeting 
Patriotic Education Session 

Presentation by Sir Knight Jeff Koscho 
August 8, 2020 

 

 

Sergeant Major Daniel Daly 

Boxer Rebellion – The Boxer rebellion was an anti-foreign, anti-Christian uprising in China from 1899-1901 
toward the end of the Qing Dynasty.  The Chinese militia was skilled in Martial Arts, where they had the nickname 
“Chinese Boxers”.   

Battle of Peking - From 20 June 1900, Boxers and Imperial Chinese Army troops had besieged foreign diplomats, 
citizens and soldiers within the legations of Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Britain, France, Italy, Germany, Japan, 
Netherlands, Russia, Spain and the United States. 

The Legation Quarter in Peking was a walled part of the city where the diplomats lived.  The Eight-Nation 
Alliance military force advanced to Peking.  Once in Peking, each nation was assigned to protect a gate to the 
Quarter.  Part of the American force was Daniel Daly, a US Marine, A Catholic Man, and an member of the 
Knights of Columbus.   

Daniel Daly he received a Medal of Honor for single-handedly defending his position against repeated attacks 
and inflicted casualties of around 200 on the attacking Boxers. 

The Banana Wars were occupations, police actions, and interventions on the part of the United States in Central 
America and the Caribbean between the end of the Spanish–American War in 1898 and the inception of the Good 
Neighbor Policy in 1934. These military interventions were most often carried out by the United States Marine 
Corps. 

Interventions included actions in Panama, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Honduras, Mexico, and Haiti.  
Haiti, occupied by the U.S. from 1915–1934.   

The Battle of Fort Dipitie - On 24 October 1915, a Marine mounted reconnaissance patrol of about 40 men, 
south of Fort Liberte, were attacked by a force of more than 400 rifle-armed Cacos from three different positions. 
The Americans were shocked and returned a few shots before retreating to high ground a few hundred yards to 



 

 

their rear. During the retreat, the Marines lost their only machine gun when a Caco rifleman shot the horse 
carrying it. 

The Cacos followed up their ambush and attacked the Marines again. All night long, the Americans held their 
ground. Later that night, Boxer Rebellion veteran and Medal of Honor recipient Daniel Daly retrieved the 
machine gun and killed three Haitians with his knife, earning himself his second Medal of Honor. 

At first light on October 25, the Marines charged as fast as they could and shot everything around. The Marines 
divided into three groups and ran toward the main body of the enemy. When they were sighted, the Cacos fled 
the field, into their fort; several did not escape and were killed by American fire. The Marines captured Fort 
Dipitie from the remaining Cacos and held it. 

The Battle of Belleau Wood (1–26 June 1918) occurred during the German Spring Offensive in World War I, 
near the Marne River in France. The battle was fought between the U.S. 2nd (under the command of Major 
General Omar Bundy) and 3rd Divisions along with French and British forces against an assortment of German 
units including elements from the 237th, 10th, 197th, 87th, and 28th Divisions. The battle has become a key 
component of the lore of the United States Marine Corps. 

Legend and lore has it that the Germans used the term "Teufelshunde" ("devil dogs") for the Marines. However, 
this has not been confirmed, as the term was not commonly known in contemporary German.  

Daly is popularly attributed in Marine Corps lore, on June 6, 1918, as yelling, "Come on, you sons of bitches, do 
you want to live forever?" to his men during the Battle of Belleau Wood. Daly later told a Marine Corps historian 
that his words were "For Christ's sake men—come on! Do you want to live forever?" 

He later became one of the most famous servicemen of World War I for rescuing wounded troops and 
singlehandedly charging an enemy machine gun nest during the Battle of Belleau Wood. The actions earned Daly 
a recommendation for yet another Medal of Honor—a record third—but military brass ultimately opted for the 
Distinguished Service Cross instead. 

Sgt Maj Daly retired with the rank of Sgt Maj in 1929.  A Fletcher Class Destroyer, the USS Daly (DD-519), was 
named after him.  Commissioned in 1943, the USS Daly saw action in the Pacific Theater during WWII. It was 
decommissioned in 1960. 

 

   

Perhaps an idea for a Patriotic Education Session!  Thanks, Jeff! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pennsylvania East District ‐ Comments of a Veteran about the Fourth of July 

A veteran’s comments on the Fourth of July 

After serving our country for 25 years in places like Korea, Vietnam, Germany, I always rejoiced at coming home to a 
very special country. Sometimes soldiers of my generation were not received well but that did not convince us that our 
country was evil, that our foundations as a people needed to be destroyed and replaced_ 

It seems that besides the Covid virus another virus has sprung up. It is ravaging the minds of almost everyone from 
politicians, television commentators, executives, college students, and high school kids. It seems to have the French 
Revolution fervor with an American twist.  The Emancipation Memorial, in place for 144 years, depicting Lincoln and a 
freed slave, has been up for grabs. It was paid for by freed slaves and the slave depicted there is in the act of getting up, 
with his head up looking toward a future of freedom.  Protesters have ignored this symbolism.  

In the midst of this, we do have cause for celebrating the birth of our nation. July 4, 1776, is regarded as one of the 
greatest days in our history not because it proposed to establish a new nation, but because it proposed to establish a nation 
on new principles. Great ideas are reached gradually over time. This is especially true of principles laid down in the 
Declaration of Independence. Three very definite propositions were set out in its preamble regarding the nature of 
mankind and therefore of government. These were the doctrine that all men are created equal, that they are endowed with 
certain inalienable rights, and that therefore the source of the just powers of government must be derived from the consent 
of the governed. 

If no one is to be accounted as born into a superior station, if there is to be no ruling class, and if all possess rights which 
can neither be bartered away nor taken from them by any earthly power, it follows that the practical authority of 
Government has to rest on the consent of the governed. 

The Declaration of Independence is a great spiritual document. It is a declaration not of material but of spiritual 
conceptions. Equality, liberty, popular sovereignty, the rights of man - these are not elements which we can see and touch. 
They are ideals. Their source and roots are in religious convictions. They belong to the unseen world. Without faith of the 
American people in these religious convictions, the principles of our Declaration will perish. We cannot continue to enjoy 
the result if we neglect and abandon the cause. 

Governments do not make ideals; ideals make governments. This is both historically and logically true. Obviously, 
government can help sustain ideals and can create institutions through which they can be the better observed, but their 
source by their very nature is in the people. People have to bear their own responsibilities. There is no method by which 
that burden can be shifted to the government. It is not enactment, but observance of laws, that creates the character of a 
nation. 

About the Declaration, there is a finality that is exceedingly restful. Of course, the world has made a great deal of progress 
since 1776, that we have had new thoughts and new experiences which have given us a great advance over the people of 
that day, and that we may, therefore, very well discard their conclusions for something more modern. But that reasoning 
cannot be applied to this great charter. If all men are created equal, that is final. If they are endowed with inalienable 
rights, that is final. If governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, that is final. No advance, no 
progress can be made beyond these propositions. Deny the truth of their soundness and the only direction in which one 
can proceed historically is not forward, but backward toward the time when there was no equality, no rights of the 
individual, no rule of the people. Those who wish to proceed in that direction cannot lay claim to progress. They are 
reactionary. Their ideas are not more modern, but more ancient, than those of the Revolutionary Fathers. God bless 
America! 

Robert F. Berger, Chaplain (Colonel) United States Amy, Retired 

A member of Monsignor John J. Lawley Assembly # 973 in Lebanon, Pennsylvania.  He lives in Elysburg, 
Pennsylvania.  These comments were used with Father Berger’s permission.  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Today, our great nation is greatly divided and reeling from all the terrible 
injustices we have witnessed these past days, the violence and unrest, the 
fear, and the pain. As our Holy Father, Pope Francis, recently remarked to 
us, “his brothers and sisters in the United States ... we cannot tolerate or 
turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim to 
defend the sacredness of every human life” (General Audience Address, 
June 3, 2020). 

In these troubling times it is more important than ever that we turn to our 
Mother, Mary Immaculate, patroness of the United States, seeking her 
powerful intercession for reconciliation and peace, for the acknowledgment 
of the sacredness and equality of all human persons, and for the repose of 
the souls of all who have lost their lives to violence. 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception invites 
you to join us in raising our voices to God, so that we might pierce the 
heavens with our cries for peace. 
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