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Greetings Ladies & Sir Knights, 
 

I'm hoping you will join us Saturday November 11th at 

9:00 am for OUR Fourth Degree Memorial & Corporate 

Communion Mass to remember and worship together. 

 

I had a hard time contemplating what to write this time. With 

so many controversies swirling around us these days, I was 

struggling to come up with something positive. Then I 

thought this is November, Thanksgiving. I am very thankful 

for everything in my life and especially the many fine Sir 

Knights and Ladies of the Auxiliary who I have had the 

pleasure to call friends. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving & Merry Christmas to all. 

 
VIVAT JESUS!  JESUS LIVES! 

SMA, Protect Us 
 
Mike 
 
 
Mike Murtha 
Faithful Navigator 
mikemurthakc@gmail.com 
816-255-6060 
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

Please check the website on a regular basis to stay current on 
Assembly 566 happenings. 

www.kofc566.org 
 

 

 Wednesday, November 1 All Saints’ Day 
 

 Sunday, November 5 Daylight Saving Day  
 

 Saturday, November 11 Veterans Day 
 

 Thursday, November 23 Thanksgiving 
 

 Thursday, December 7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
 

 Friday, December 8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 

 Monday, December 25 Christmas 
 

 Monday, January 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
New Year’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Message to the Ladies 
 

Dear Ladies, 
 

At the September meeting, the ladies discussed (among many 

things!): 

 Dues - at the November meeting - January, at the latest 

 Dinner closet - is rearranged and we discussed needs 

 Please bring pop tabs to the next meeting for Ronald 

McDonald House 

 The Auxiliary still needs a Parliamentarian. 
 

The November dinner will be a Mexican Fiesta. Ladies bringing 

main dish items: 

Mary - Mexican casserole 

Kathy - taco meat 

Pat - taco casserole 

Teresa - burritos 

Peggy - taco meat 

Virginia - queso and chips 

Vicki - guacamole 

Patrice - Spanish rice 

Connie - shells 

Marlene - don't remember!   

 

Excited to see you all at the November meeting!!! 

 

 

God Bless, 

Kathy Vervaecke, President 
 

ksvervaecke@gmail.com  

816-509-0368 
 

 

ASSEMBLY 566 DINNER & BUSINESS MEETING 
 

 3RD THURSDAY OF EVERY OTHER MONTH, BEGINNING IN JANUARY 

 DINNER BEGINS AT 6:30 PM, FOLLOWED WITH THE ROSARY 

 BUSINESS MEETING BEGINS AT 7:00 PM 

 LOCATION: RAYTOWN COUNCIL – 5101 BLUE RIDGE CUTOFF, KCMO 

 

 

http://www.kofc566.org/
mailto:ksvervaecke@gmail.com


REPOSE OF THE SOUL 
Please take a moment to pray for the souls and families of 
our dearly beloved Brother Knight who passed away this 
past month. 

  
 Sir Knight Donald E. Lynn passed away on October 25, 2017 

o Member of Independence – St. Ann Council 3430 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL GRAND KNIGHTS:  When a Brother Knight departs, please notify Larry 
Lackamp, Sympathy Card Chairman (llackamp@centurylink.net) or 
kofcknights.org/EmailStateProgramChairmen.asp?ID=205 

 

 

Knights of Peter Claver 
 

The Knights of Peter Claver, Inc. is the largest African-American Catholic lay 
organization in the United States. The Order is named in honor of St. Peter 
Claver, the Spanish Jesuit Priest who ministered to African slaves in the 17th 
century.  He is the patron saint of slaves, the Republic of Colombia and 
ministry to African Americans.  The order of Knights of Peter Claver was 
founded in Klodawa, Poland in 1909. 

The organization consists of six 
Divisions: Knights of Peter Claver, 
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary, 
Junior Knights, Junior Daughters, 4th 
Degree Knights and Ladies of Grace. 
The Order is governed by a Board of 
Directors and is under the leadership of 
the Supreme Knight and Supreme Lady, 
KPCLA.  The Order is operated under 
the direction of the Executive Director 
and his staff. 
 

Membership is divided into six Districts 
and States across the country.  Each 
district or state is represented by a 
Deputy and other conference officers.  
Districts, States and other Divisions are 
represented on the Board of Directors. 

The Junior Division welcomes Catholic youth between the ages of 7 and 18. 
They are organized using the same structure of the Senior Division, including 
a Junior Supreme Knight, Junior Supreme Lady and Junior District or State 
Presidents and Officers.  Interested youth must have made their First Holy 
Communion. 
KPC’s purpose is to render service to God and His Holy Church, to render aid 
and assistance to the sick and disabled and to promote social and 
intellectual association among its members. 
 

In the United States, KPC has 298 Councils (men divisions), 312 Courts 
(ladies divisions), 123 Junior Councils (young men) and 208 Junior Courts 
(young ladies). 
 

We are very fortunate to have a strong KPC Council here in the Kansas City 
area.  At our next common gathering, please take the time to get to know 
these fellow Knights. 

 

“Don't cry because it's over; 
smile because it happened.” 

 
 

 

 

 

IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY TO PAY YOUR DUES! 
 

AND… you can do it online by visiting our website kofc566.org, 
AND… you can pay by credit card or through your PayPal account, 
AND… paying online will help defray the cost of mailing statements, 
AND… you will be saving our Comptroller a heck of a lot of time. 

 

 

mailto:llackamp@centurylink.net
http://kofcknights.org/EmailStateProgramChairmen.asp?ID=205
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans
http://kofc566.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Job Opening: Newsletter Editor 

 

After five years of providing the bi-monthly Knight Life newsletter for the 
Father Bernard J. Donnelly Assembly 566, I have decided to give this grand 
opportunity to someone else. 
 

If I remember correctly back in 2012 (?), I was volunteered by then Faithful 
Navigator, Don Vogel, to take over the newsletter from Don Bannerman.  
Don had held this position for many, many years, and needed a break.  I now 
know how he felt, but I also remember feeling so pressured honored to step 
into his shoes.  And now, this honor will pass to yet another unsuspecting 
member of our 4th Degree.  No doubt, Mike will find that right guy and 
encourage him to take on this new project. 
 

To be totally honest, creating this newsletter has been a pleasure.  It has, of 
course, taken a bit of time every other month, but compared to what others 
contribute to our group, it’s not much.  Plus, it has kept me up to date with all 
the activities of our Assembly and our Ladies Auxiliary.  That’s a good thing. 
 

For the lucky winner, I will gladly spend all the time necessary to pass along 
the process, the records, the contacts and whatever else you may need.  
You will, however, develop your own methods and style.  It will be yours to 
tweak as you see fit. 
 

Thanks for allowing me to participate. 

Mick 

Letter to Supreme Master 
 

This letter, drafted by our Faithful Navigator, was mailed to our 

Supreme Master, Dennis Stoddard, in early October.  The topic of 

Supreme’s decision to introduce a new style of 4th Degree regalia 

was discussed at our last meeting, and a majority of our officers 

voted to send this letter to Mr. Stoddard. 
__________________________ 

 
Worthy Supreme Master, 
 

Surely you are aware of the displeasure of the new uniform/regalia as 
announced by the Supreme Knight recently at the Supreme convention in 
St. Louis, Missouri. I am writing this letter on behalf of the Officers and 
Honor Guard of, Fr. Bernard J. Donnelly Assembly #566 in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 
 

I must say that as a group of Fraternal Brothers we are totally dismayed by 
the action of a few that have affected the whole. What sign of Unity did this 
convey? We have discussed at length the reasons given for the decision of 
the few as to lack of interest in the Fourth Degree; 
 

1. It was a very good idea to do away with the tuxes at the exemplifications 
as cost was one factor that discouraged men from advancing from the (3rd) 
Knighthood Degree. 
 

2. Younger men were discouraged by the “style” of the regalia and therefore 
would not join, when in fact time and priorities dictate what they are able to 
do having full time jobs and families, which leave them very little time to do 
anything else. 
 

With that said we respectfully wish to advise you that we WILL NOT let our 
Brother Knights, our Priests, our Bishop, or our communities down by not 
providing an honor guard at wakes, funerals, liturgical events, or parades 
because of the lack of the new uniform, either by lack of funds or personal 
opinion. We will remain wearing our current regalia that our forty some 
Honor Guard have invested in, beyond the June 2018 date.  Should any of 
our members choose to purchase the new uniform we will incorporate 
them into our honor guard. 
 

We hope and pray as volunteers in our great organization that you will 
respect and honor our decision.  
 
VIVAT JESUS!  SMA Protect US 

 

 



  
 

UPCOMING ARTICLES 
[Pending the new Editor’s new plan for the new newsletter] 

 

In the next edition(s) of this newsletter, you will find articles 
describing the background and makeup of other Catholic 
fraternal organizations who share similar but different histories 
from the Knights of Columbus. 

 
Equestrian Order of the Holy 

Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
 

 
 
 

Sovereign Military Hospitaller 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
of Rhodes and of Malta. 

 
 

 
 

September Meeting 

Minutes 
September 21,   2017 

 
7:00 Ladies and Sir Knights called to order for Special Presentation 
Pat Saviano on Healing Waters, a program which uses fly fishing as a way to 
assist Veterans.  
 

7:25 Sir Knights meeting started 
Mike Murtha     Presented Neil Kelly with special presentation for his 
dedication and service.   
 

Father Rocha:   Bishop Johnston moved Father Rocha twice in the two years 
he has been here.  Father Rocha no longer President of St. Michaels High 
School.  He is now the Pastor of both St. Matthew Apostle and Our Lady of 
Good Counsel parishes.  
 

Communication:   Card of thanks from Michael Garth. 
 

Comptroller Report:   Around 749 members, 2 chalices, and 200 Pious 
Holding. 
 

Purser report: 
General Fund: 7/1/2017   Beginning Balance $6,806.47   Ending $4,558.97 
Chalice Fund:  7/1/2017   Beginning Balance $3,589.84   Ending $3,401.67 
 

Honor Guard:  Blue Mass next week St. Anthony’s 9:00 - Assemble at 8:30. 
St. John Paul II Relic on 10/16/2017 at the Cathedral of Immaculate 
Conception - Assemble at 5:00.  
 

Vocations:  Communication with David Jason Breeder, the seminarian our 
Assembly is sponsoring. 
 

Chalice:    Jack Ryan:  $200 donation made in memory of Harold Bruce to 
Coronation of Our Lady Parish in Grandview. 
New Engraver for Chalices has been found. 
We have a new form for designating your Chalice Fund choice on line.  
(Please update if any question whether or not you have form on file.) 
 

Bob Ladue: St. Michael’s Veteran Center Food Pantry needs assistance: 
$200.00 Donation was approved. 
 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendars now and plan to join us for our 
 

Memorial & Corporate Communion Mass 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 at 9:00 AM 

 

The Mass will be celebrated at 

St. Matthew the Apostle Catholic Church 
8100 Longview Road, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 



No Unfinished Business: 
 

No Trustee Report:  
 

Regalia Change:   Lot of negative response from membership.  Need to 
remember FRATERNITY.    

 New Regalia – 4th Degree members must go to tailor to get 
measurements before ordering.   Petition being sent in expressing 
concerns over the changes. 

 How does this affect current suppliers of current regalia? 
(Unknown) 

 Money issue concerning getting new regalia. 

 Supreme changed regalia in past.  White Coats worn previously. 

 Effective 6/30/18 old regalia to be phased out. 

 Anyone who gets new regalia will be integrated with current honor 
guard at this time.  

 

Pat Saviano:  Thank You for donation and allowing presentation of Healing 
Waters.   Let everyone know individuals may donate.  When sending to 
Webb site or national organization, make sure to reference KC Program so 
that local program receives benefits of donation.  
 

Pilgrimage to Mothers Shrine, National Shrine of Mary in Laurie, Missouri: 
Date 10/1/2017.  Leave at 7:00 AM; arrive at 10:00.  Outdoor Stations and 
Mass. Then Lunch and return by 6:00pm. 
 

Good of Order: Prayers for hurricane victims and earthquake victims in 
Mexico.  St. Elizabeth 100th Anniversary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
----------------------------------------- 

DINNER AT 6:30 
ROSARY FOLLOWING OUR MEAL 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 
(or pretty close to that) 

 

Those who ordered shirts need to pick them up! 


