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Message from the Faithful Navigator (July, 2018) 
 – Claudio Alvarez 
 

Greetings Sir Knights,  

 
I want to congratulate all of our newly elected 2018-19 Officers of our newly established Fr. 

Roger J. Plante Assembly No. 3770 which was officially established June 18, 2018. I look 

forward to serving all of our Assembly members and together we will start the building of 

our Assembly.  

 

Did you know that all of us are charter members?  We have the opportunity to establish the 

footprint for the future of our Assembly. Together we need to set-up programs to improve the 

quality of what a Fourth Degree Membership experience should be. We need to expand our 

vision to include patriotic volunteer services that go beyond, but include the USO and Pa-

rades.  

 

We will be needing seven (7) project chairmen to establish and address projects like: 

Organize a day trip to a Veterans Retirement Home 

Maintain a collection container for Needs List items that our Vets may need 

Designate meeting 50/50 proceeds to VAVS once per quarter 

Send Thank You cards to Veterans at a VA center on Veterans Day 

Send Thanksgiving/Christmas care packages to VA hospital 

USO coordination with that of Council 8376 

Participation in local parades in coordination with Assembly 2161 

Too many times we, as Sir Knights, miss-out on Patriotic volunteer services and other com-

munity programs. Why? It’s because we don’t organize ourselves to volunteer thus the need 

for project chairmen. So my challenge to the membership is what are you going to do to im-

prove the Fourth Degree Experience? 
I’m looking forward to a great Fraternal Year. 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Claudio Alvarez, FN 
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4th of July Parade and Picnic 

At June Assembly 2161 business meeting, FC Joe Costa was posed the question about participating in the 

July 4th parade in Marietta. Those who attended the meeting expressed a desire to participate in the parade. 

We have a few things that we must accomplish in order to participate. 

Our parade float has to be assembled and decorated and this will take place Saturday, June 30 at the 4599 

the Council home 1473 Joyner Avenue, Marietta at 10:00 AM. We need your help from both Assemblies 

2161 and 3770. This will not take long if we get a strong number of brothers to help.  We are preparing the 

trailer for those who do not wish to walk in the parade. 

The July Fourth parade will form up at the Roswell St. Baptist Church parking lot at 774 Roswell Street, 

Marietta. Our position in the parade is #46. Our float will be there around 8:45AM. You should be there by 

9:00AM.  They will start to close Roswell street at 9:00 AM. All Knights are invited to participate in the 

parade.  You do not have to be a 4th Degree member to participate. 

Sir Knights with Regalia are asked to participate. remember, if you’re in regalia, you must wear the tux-

edo.  You may walk or ride. If you do not have regalia or do not wish to wear it, you may wear your Assem-

bly or Council shirt. If you do not have such a shirt, just dress appropriately. It is important that we make a 

good showing as this is a reflection on the Knights of the Columbus.  It can also reflect negatively if there is 

no participation. 

There will be a picnic at Council 4599 Home on Joyner Avenue after the parade.  All Knights and their 

families are welcome. The Assembly 2161 will have food and beverages. 

For the children there will be water slides.  Don't forget to bring their towels and bathing suits if they wish 

to play on the water slides. The picnic will begin around 11:30 AM 

Let's start the new Fraternal Year with your enthusiastic participation. We appreciate everything the Knights 

do. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Joseph Costa FN, Assembly 2161 

Claudio Alvarez FN, Assembly 3770 

Faithful Spiritual Advisor’s Report        Deacon Bobby Jennings 

There is an almost ruthless quality to Christ’s response to the seemingly reasonable argument that is actu-

ally invalid and excuses offered to avoid following him. Detachment from all personal wants and desires is 

the way to simplicity of heart. Simplicity of heart requires us to be brutally honest with ourselves. What 

comes first in our life? What is really moving our heart to make the choices we make? Is it God’s will? 

God’s will for us is never complicated; perhaps it may be difficult, but it is never complicated. Sometimes, 

under the pretext of doing good, we rationalize not doing what is better. We do not need sophisticated 

analyses assessing how many obstacles there are to doing God’s will. All we need to clear the path to its 

perfect fulfillment is a generous heart.  
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Name New North Georgia Fourth Degree Assembly in Honor of Distinguished, 

Beloved, La Salette Parish Priest: 

 

The Fr. Roger J. Plante, M.S., Assembly #3770 
 
 

The following represents a rationale and proposal to honor the late Fr. Roger J. Plante, M.S., parish priest 

of the Catholic Church of St. Ann, home to Council #8376—Our Lady of La Salette—in Marietta, Georgia. 

His unique spiritual, real-world apostolate created a long-lasting brotherly bond with the Knights of Colum-

bus, as well as with the parishioners of this large congregation. Designating the newly formed Fourth De-

gree Assembly as the “Fr. Roger Plante, M.S., Assembly” is a fitting memento by which to remember the 

special relationships and many contributions he made during his time in metro Atlanta.  

 

Prior to being restricted by health issues later in life, Fr. Roger had originally developed a special relation-

ship with the Knights through the group’s St. Ann’s Seniors golf group, playing with them for a number of 

years. As an amiable golf companion, Father Roger kept the group in good humor with his witticisms and 

remarkable stories, while playing a respectable game himself. On an occasion when he would sink a long 

putt, or hit a great drive, he would look heavenward and exclaim, “Lord, did you have to make it so obvi-

ous?” 

 

Known and cherished for the inspirational, no-nonsense revelations of his sermons delivered in his trade-

marked New England accent, Fr. Roger was asked a while back to present a special half-day mission open 

to all men of the parish. He readily obliged, drawing close to a hundred participants—on a Saturday morn-

ing. 

 

In his inimitable style, the beloved priest kept everyone enraptured with his soliloquies as to how to be a 

true Christian husband and father. Fittingly, as he taught the men how to pray: “Good morning; Thank you 

for…I’m sorry for…please…I love You, Lord…” he also taught everyone in attendance how to live, prac-

tice, and see Christ in others. The audience feedback implored Father to return six months later. He had 

planned to continue this series semi-annually to everyone’s delight. 

Fr. Roger’s far-reaching priesthood began at the LaSalette Novitiate in Center Harbor, New Hampshire, on 

July 1, 1954 and he pronounced his first vows on July 2, 1955, and made his perpetual profession on July 2, 

1958. He received his Bachelor of Arts in Theology from Angelicum University in Rome, and a Licentiate 

in Sacred Theology there, as well. He also studied moral theology at Alphonsus University in Rome. He 

later served in LaSalette, France, where he spent several summers as international chaplain. 

As a skilled educator, Fr. Roger’s assignments included serving in professor and director capacities in La-

Salette seminaries in New England. The LaSalette Province of Mary Immaculate selected him to serve in 

several key administrative capacities, including treasurer, provincial councilor and provincial superior be-

cause of his leadership skills.  

Perhaps Father’s most singular accomplishment was his untiring dedication, for nearly 20 years, as an itin-

erant advocate for Unbound, which resulted in Fr. Roger giving 359 parish presentations across the U.S., 

contacting 22,875 sponsors and touching well over 100,000 lives for this international lay Catholic charita-

ble foundation.  
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According to Fr. Roger, when someone has sponsored one person through Unbound, that benefactor actually 

“did for five of these least brothers of mine,” a multiple of Matthew’s verse 25:40. His rationale for this five-

fold factor: because the sponsored person typically has several immediate family members who also benefit 

from the relationship. 

 

Using that formula, Fr. Roger once calculated that, since its inception, Unbound, as a non-profit, Catholic, hu-

manitarian foundation, has accumulated, approximately 800,000 sponsors worldwide. Therefore, Unbound has 

affected the lives of over four million people in places like Uganda, Madagascar, Honduras, India, the Philip-

pines, plus—Santa Ana, El Salvador, home to Father’s final passion in his life to help the poor and the hungry. 

 

This endeavor, termed the St. Ann – Santa Ana Sister Ministry, is a unique project that Fr. Roger, together with 

a St. Ann parishioner, initiated and proposed to former Pastor, Fr. Tom Reilly, M.S., in 2015. The purpose was 

to go a step farther, and personally match St. Ann’s directly with the Central America sister community of the 

same name, which had several special needs beyond individual sponsorships.  

 

So, with the pastor’s blessing, Fr. Roger turned for help to his parish, where he had served for several years as 

a senior priest in residence, to ask for special donations to fund such larger projects not covered by regular 

sponsorships. For example, the St. Ann – Santa Ana Sister Ministry encompasses scholarships, business loans, 

disaster assistance, environmental endeavors, and even housing.  

 

St. Ann parishioners have generously responded with significant commitments in addition to their previously 

Unbound-sponsored children, youth and elderly. In addition, several current and potential sponsors, including 

parish youths, have taken “awareness trips” to see first-hand what Fr. Roger’s lasting legacy has produced.  

 

Given Father Roger’s great impact on the Knights and the hundreds of parishes he served and visited, naming 

the new assembly after him is an appropriate way to honor the memory of his priesthood and his service to oth-

ers on the fringes of society. 

The Fr. Roger J. Plante, M.S., Assembly #3770-  Continued 

It’s official!  We are now Assembly 3770. 

Worthy Vice Supreme Master and dear Sir Knight Anderson:  

On June 18, 2018, the Committee on Charters approved the establishment of The Fr. Roger J. Plante, 

M.S. Assembly No. 3770, Marietta, GA. The councils affiliated with this assembly are Our Lady of La-

Salette Council No, 8376 in Marietta, GA, St. Andrew Council No. 10632 in Roswell, GA. & St. Jude the 

Apostle Council No. 16513 in Sandy Springs, GA. With the establishment of this new assembly Our Lady 

of LaSalette Council No. 8376 will detach from Bishop Charles P. Greco Assembly No. 216L, St. Andrew 

Council No. 10632 will detach from Father Charles J. Watters Assembly No. 2688 and St. Jude the Apos-

tle Council No. 16513 is currently unattached. The institution date will be ratified at the next Board of Di-

rectors meeting.  

Sincerely and fraternally yours,  

Dennis J. Stoddard  

Supreme Master  
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History of the Fourth Degree 
 

The history of the creation of the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus is directly linked to the social and 

political climate in the United States at the turn of the last century. It is in that light that the connection be-

tween the Fourth Degree and its Color Corps, that has grown to be the most visible aspect of the Knights, must 

be seen. 

The idea of adding new degrees to the Order's original three, (Charity, Unity, Fraternity) first came to light in 

1886. Supreme Knight James T. Mullen appointed a committee to look into forming two new "commander" 

degrees. That same year the Connecticut Catholic, a local newspaper, carried an advertisement calling mem-

bers of local Knights of Columbus councils to meet to form a "Uniformed Legion." The idea for this new unit 

arose from a growing nation wide sense of Nationalism, or what we would call today Patriotism. The unknown 

author in Connecticut was not alone in wanting a visible organization. 

 

Little happened at this time because there was not enough wide spread interest in creating additional new de-

grees. The Order's leaders balked at the idea of a Uniformed Legion for the simple reason that the cost for the 

"Uniform" was well over $100.00. They feared the "Legion" would cause an economical class split between 

wealthy and poorer members of the Order. 

 

Following the Spanish American War, it was decided that there should be one new Degree added based on the 

principle of Patriotism. In 1899, Edward L. Hearn was elected Supreme Knight and he immediately appointed 

a committee to establish and format the new Degree to be given the following year. 

In order to qualify for this Degree each candidate had to be a Third Degree member of the Knights of Colum-

bus in good standing for three years, and show evidence of distinctive service to the Order, church, and com-

munity. Finally the candidate had to have a letter from his priest stipulating that he had received communion 

within the past two weeks. 

 

The first Exemplification of the new Degree was scheduled to be held in the Astor Hotel in New York City on 

February 22, 1900. However, there were so many candidates, the Exemplification had to be moved to a larger 

venue. Therefore the site was moved to the Lenox Lyceum. At this first Exemplification of the Fourth Degree 

1,100 members of the Knights of Columbus, being in good standing "took their fourth." The second Exempli-

fication, held in Boston on May 8, 1900 saw another 750 Third Degree knights join the ranks of Sir Knights. 

In the early years of the Fourth Degree, members met as part of their councils, mostly after meetings. In 1910, 

during a reorganization of the Order's leadership, the first Assemblies were created. Additionally the position 

of Supreme Master was established to lead the Fourth Degree internationally. Vice Supreme Masters lead 

Provinces and Masters head Districts. This system has spread and flourished as Sir Knights not only serve 

their local Church through their service to local councils but also their joint efforts in these Assemblies. 

The Honor Guard, first called for in 1886 was officially formed in 1902, for ceremonial purposes. Since that 

time, the uniforms of the Color Corps have varied, however all have shared the similar theme of mariners. 

Most noticeable in today's current uniform is the chapeau worn with ostrich feathers. 

In the year 2000, the Fourth degree celebrated its 100th anniversary with approximately 252,000 member Sir 

Knights!!! 

 

From El Camino Real Assembly 85, Orange County, CA.   http://www.assembly85.org 
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Celebration of May 28 Memorial Day Mass at Marietta National Cemetery 
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Officers Installation Dinner at Holy Family on June 23, 2018 
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Officers Installation Dinner at Holy Family on June 23, 2018 


