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"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man" 

Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator: As I watched “Black Friday”, “Local 

Saturday”, and “Cyber Monday” unfold this past weekend, I began to realize how much Christmas has been 
commercialized and I began to wonder how we could further the Knights of Columbus goal of “Putting Christ 
Back Into Christmas”. At one point I heard the “Twelve Days of Christmas” carol on the radio and I decided to 
look into what the “Twelve Days” were really meant to be. I found the following article on Christianity Today’s 
website and I think it does an excellent job of reminding us of the true meaning of this wonderful season and I 
wanted to pass it on to all Sir Knights. 

  

The Real Twelve Days of Christmas 
By Edwin & Jennifer Woodruff Tait, August, 2008  

Sometime in November, as things now stand, the "Christmas season" begins. The streets are hung with lights, 
the stores are decorated with red and green, and you can't turn on the radio without hearing songs about the 
spirit of the season and the glories of Santa Claus. This excitement will build to a climax on the morning of 
December 25, and then it will stop, abruptly. Christmas will be over, the New Year will begin, and people will 
go back to their normal lives. 

The traditional Christian celebration of Christmas is exactly the opposite. The season of Advent begins on the 
fourth Sunday before Christmas, and for nearly a month Christians await the coming of Christ in a spirit of 
expectation, singing hymns of longing. Then, on December 25, Christmas Day itself ushers in 12 days of 
celebration, ending only on January 6 with the feast of the Epiphany. 

Advent comes from the Latin word meaning "coming." Jesus is coming, and Advent is intended to be a season 
of preparation for His arrival. While we typically regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended to be a 
period of preparation, much like Lent. Prayer, penance and fasting are appropriate during this season.  

Advent is not as strict as Lent, and there are no rules for fasting, but it is meant to be a period of self-
preparation. The purple color associated with Advent is also the color of penance. The faithful should fast 
during the first two weeks in particular and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

The color of the Third Sunday of Advent is rose. This color symbolizes joy and represents the happiness we will 
experience when Jesus comes again. The Third Sunday is a day of anticipatory celebration. It is formerly called 
"Gaudete" Sunday; gaudete means "rejoice" in Latin.  



Finally, Christmas Day arrives and we commemorate the most 
momentous event in human history—the entry of God into the 
world he made, in the form of a baby. 

The Almighty who made the worlds, took up his dwelling among us in a 
tabernacle of flesh. One of the prayers for Christmas Day in our Catholic liturgy 
encapsulates what Christmas means for all believers: "O God, who marvelously 
created and yet more marvelously restored the dignity of human nature, grant 
that we may share the divinity of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity." In Christ, our human nature was united to God, and when Christ 
enters our hearts, he brings us into that union. 

The Church gave us the Twelve Days of Christmas—the actual feasts between Christmas Day itself and 
Epiphany, not the song—for a reason. Christmas is too important to be confined to a single day. And each of 
the feasts that we celebrate between Christmas and Epiphany—from Saint Stephen and Saint John the 
Evangelist and the Holy Innocents to the Holy Family and the Holy Name of Jesus—deepen the real meaning of 
Christmas itself.   

The three traditional feasts (dating back to the late fifth century) that immediately follow Christmas reflect 
different ways in which the mystery of the Incarnation works itself out in the body of Christ.  

December 26 is the feast of St. Stephen—a traditional day for giving leftovers to the poor (as described in the 
carol "Good King Wenceslas"). As one of the first deacons, Stephen was the forerunner of all those who show  
their love of Christ by their generosity to the needy. But more than this, he was the first martyr of the New 
Covenant, witnessing to Christ by the ultimate gift of his own life.  

St. John the Evangelist, commemorated on December 27, is traditionally the only one of the twelve disciples 
who did not die a martyr. Rather, John witnessed to the Incarnation through his words, turning Greek 
philosophy on its head with his affirmation, "The Word became flesh, and made his dwelling among us, and 
we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14). 

On December 28, we celebrate the feast of the Holy Innocents, the children murdered by Herod. These were 
not martyrs like Stephen, who died heroically in a vision of the glorified Christ. They were not inspired like 
John to speak the Word of life and understand the mysteries of God. They died unjustly before they had a 
chance to know or to will—but they died for Christ nonetheless. In them we see the long agony of those who 
suffer and die through human injustice, never knowing that they have been redeemed. If Christ did not come 
for them too, then surely Christ came in vain. In celebrating the Holy Innocents, we remember the victims of 
abortion, of war, of abuse. We renew our faith that the coming of Christ brings hope to the most hopeless. 
And, in the most radical way possible, we confess that like the murdered children we are saved by the sheer 
mercy of Christ, not by our own doing or knowing. 

December 29, the fifth day of Christmas, celebrates the faith of Thomas Becket, the archbishop of Canterbury, 
who was martyred for his defense of the rights of the Church against King Henry II.  

The sixth day, December 30, the faithful celebrate the Holy Family: the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of 
Jesus; Saint Joseph, His foster father; and Christ Himself. Together, they form the model for all Christian 
families. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/christmas-important-christian-holiday-542467
https://www.thoughtco.com/epiphany-of-our-lord-jesus-christ-542471
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-stephen-542519
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-john-apostle-and-evangelist-541674
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-john-apostle-and-evangelist-541674


On the seventh day of Christmas, December 31, we celebrate the life of Saint Silvester, the pope who reigned 
during the incredibly tumultuous times of the Donatist schism and the Arian heresy in the fourth century A.D.  

The eighth day falls on Jan. 1, and honors the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Faithful worshippers recite 
special prayers to honor the role that the Blessed Virgin Mary played in Christian salvation and devotion to 
Jesus Christ.  

On the ninth day of Christmas, January 2, the faithful celebrate two of the original Eastern Doctors of the 
Church: Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen. Both bore witness to the orthodox Christian teaching in 
the face of the Arian heresy.  

On January 3, the tenth day, Christians venerate the Holy Name of Jesus, at which "every knee should bend, of 
those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2:10-11).  

The eleventh day, January 4, honors Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821), or Mother Seton as she is often 
known, who was the first native-born American saint.  

On January 5, the “twelfth” and last day of Christmas, the faithful celebrate the life of John Neumann (1811-
1860), the first non-native-born American saint. 

Finally, on Epiphany (January 6), the celebration of Christmas comes to an end. Epiphany commemorates the 
beginning of the proclamation of the gospel—Christ's manifestation to the nations, as shown in three different 
events: the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and the turning of water into wine. In the Western 
tradition, the Magi predominate. But in the Eastern churches, Jesus' baptism tends to be the primary theme. 

Epiphany is often a forgotten Feast. As the true end-point of the Christmas season, however, Epiphany sends 
us into the world to live out the Incarnation, to witness to the light of Christ in the darkness. Following Jesus, 
we have been baptized into his death and resurrection. Whether we are called to martyrdom, or to prophetic 
witness, or simply to faithful living in the joys and sorrows of our daily lives, we live all of our days in the 
knowledge of our dignity, redeemed through Christ and united to God. 

As we enter the month of December and this wonderful Christmas season, let us all reflect on the magnitude of 
the Incarnation and remind our families and friends of the truly wonderful gift we all received with the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

4th Degree News:  Congratulations 

to last year’s Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut 
and the other officers for earning the “Star 
Assembly Award” for the Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Assembly #3551, for the 2016-2017 year. 
This was our Assembly’s second “Star Award” in 
our two years of Existence.  

The “Star Assembly Award” recognizes Assemblies that excel in membership recruitment and sponsoring 
patriotic programs as well as reporting to the Supreme Council in a timely fashion and keep their members 
informed. There are over 3,000 Assemblies and only 101 Assemblies received the Star Award for 2016-2017. 

  



A Fourth Degree Exemplification is scheduled for Saturday, December 2nd at St. James the Less Church, 9640 
Kennedy Avenue, Highland, IN. The Exemplification will all take place on Saturday starting with Registration 
from 8:30 to 10:00 and concluding with lunch at 12:30. 

We have six candidates from the Our Lady of Perpetual Health Assembly participating and a number of Sir 
Knights are planning to attend to support them. Since Highland is on Central Time, we are planning on meeting 
at the St. Alphonsus parking lot around 7:30 am and carpooling to the Exemplification. If you are interested in 
joining us, please contact me.  

With the change in Regalia, the dress for candidates has been modified as follows. 

Section 39 Dress for Exemplification 

a) For a candidate: black or dark (blue or grey) business suit with black socks with black shoes, white 

dress shirt and tie, and candidate identification. 

b) For a candidate serving in the armed forces of his country, full time police and firefighters: Class A 

or dress uniform. 

c) For honor guard: official dress as set forth in Section 38. 

Also, any Sir Knight participating in the exemplification should wear the newly announced uniform if 

wearing Regalia, or the same dress identified above for a candidate. 

Finally, we have scheduled our January Business Meeting at St. Malachy in Brownsburg. We will be meeting on 
Thursday January 11th, Note this is the second Thursday of January and the meeting will replace our normal 
meeting scheduled for the third Thursday, January 18th. 

Thanks to SK Bob Crook for preparing an excellent meal for the November meeting.  

Honor Guard: Recently, Faithful Commander Brad Bilsland asked all current members of the Honor 

Guard to respond to several questions about their plans to move to the new Regalia. This effort was initiated 
so we could plan the liturgical and appearances of the Honor Guard for next year.  

Although our Honor Guard still has to develop a 
plan for converting to the new uniform, for now, 
the pressure to make this decision has been 
relieved. 

 On November 20th, Supreme Knight, Carl 
Anderson extended the deadline for 
implementation of the new Regalia uniform until 
June 30, 2019. This extension resolves any 
concerns about Regalia for the remainder of 2017 
and all of 2018.  

 

The Honor Guard marched on Wednesday, November 1st, at the All Saints Day Mass, and Saturday, November 

4th, for the Annual Knights Memorial Mass. 

 



The Honor Guard will participate in the following services in December: 

 Friday, December 8th, Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass at 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Vigil Mass at 7:30 pm 

Let’s have a good representation of Honor Guard members in Regalia at these Masses. Please arrive 30 

minutes early to prepare. 

 

Flag Program: SK Jerry Maier and SK Jack O’Brien 

have agreed to take over the Flag Program and they are looking 

to schedule presentations. If you are a member of any 

organization that would like a Flag Program Presentation, please 

contact Jerry (jmaier@indy.rr.com) or Jack 

(jackob1948@yahoo.com).  The Flag Program is one of the 

best opportunities for Assembly #3551 to present itself to our 

community and it is always very well received. 

 

Veterans Programs: Faithful Controller Dick 

Hovermale has scheduled a Veterans House Dinner for Tuesday, 

December 5th. This will be our second dinner of the year and we 

need volunteers to help out. Spouses are welcome to join us. We 

need 6-8 people to prepare the meal, but we can use all the 

volunteers that are interested to spend time eating and 

socializing with the 30-35 veterans and their families that are 

staying at the House. To volunteer, contact Dick at 

dickhovermale@gmail.com. 

 

 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, December   , 2017 

                                               St. Alphonsus Parish Hall 

                                                      Dinner 6:30 PM 

                                            Rosary and Meeting 7:00 PM 
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