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Thoughts from your Faithful Navigator: While I sit here composing this 

month’s newsletter for Assembly #3551, I am streaming Houston’s Channel 26 continuous 

coverage of the devastation being wrought by Hurricane Harvey.  

As I watch the videos of families who have lost everything but the clothes on their backs 

struggle through flooded streets, my heart is breaking; at the same time, as I see these folks 

being rescued by strangers, my heart is filled with pride at the generosity and willingness of 

the people from all over the country who have rushed to Houston to risk their own lives to aid 

those in such distress.  

These volunteers are a living demonstration of the first principle of our Order, Charity. As St. 

James reminds us, “faith without works is dead.” As Knights we are committed to Charity, and 

absolutely committed to easing the plight of those less fortunate in any way we can.  

The rain will stop in the next several days and the floods will recede from Houston; then the 

reality of lost homes, lost jobs, and trying to rebuild a life will face hundreds of thousands.  

As Knights, we must all commit ourselves to support those affected in Houston for the 

foreseeable future. It is our responsibility and duty to help in any way we can by volunteering, 

donating goods, providing financial support, and certainly praying for the Houston survivors. 

If you are interested in making a financial donation, the Knights of Columbus Charities have set 

up a disaster relief fund for Houston. You can contribute at 

https://kofc.org/en/secure/charities/annual-appeal.html.  

(On a personal note, the reason I have been glued to channel 26 on my Ipad for the last few 

days is that my daughter and her family live in Houston. Unfortunately, they went through a 

mandatory evacuation of their home on Tuesday, but fortunately, they are settled in a hotel 

near Austin. As I write this letter, everyone is safe, but anxious to see if the levee near their 

home can protect it from the Brazos River. Please say an extra prayer for the Purdy Family 

when you have a moment.) 

https://kofc.org/en/secure/charities/annual-appeal.html


4th Degree News: August was a significant month for the Sir Knights of all Assemblies. 

On August 1st, the Supreme Board of Directors announced their intention to replace our 

traditional Honor Guard Regalia with a new uniform. The board stated they decided to make 

this move based on the following factors:  

 The Aging of our 4th Degree membership, 

 The slow growth of the 4th Degree (fewer than 

20% of Knights are 4th Degree members, and only 

a fraction of this number serve in the Honor 

Guard), and  

 Consistent reports that the old Regalia presented 

a barrier to 4th Degree membership, especially 

among younger men. 

As you can see, the new uniform still includes a 

ceremonial sword. The new uniform is scheduled to be 

implemented beginning on July 1, 2018 and the current 

Regalia may be used until then. I will provide further 

details about this change as they become available. 

Honor Guard: Eleven members of the Honor guard marched for the Feast of the 

Assumption on August 14th. Thanks to Faithful Commander Brad Bilsland and the other 

members who marched and made the 7:00 pm Mass special.  

At the Assembly Business Meeting on August 20th, we 

recognized SK Bob Crook for his years of leadership as 

Faithful Commander with a plaque. Thanks again, Bob, for 

your years of commitment  to the Honor Guard.  

The next event for the Honor Guard will be the Fall Festival 

Parade. We will have a Color Guard leading the Knights of 

Columbus parade entry, and would like to have as many 

Honor Guard members as possible march in full Regalia. 

Please let Commander Bilsland know if you can march at 

brad.bilsland@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:brad.bilsland@gmail.com


Veterans Programs: At the Richard Roudebush Volunteer Banquet on August 3rd, 

six of our Sir Knights were recognized for their service to the Hospital. Certificates from the 

Department of Veterans Affairs were presented to SK Bob Crook, SK Dennis Matusiak, SK Jack 

O’Brien, and SK Tom Schemmel for exceeding 100 hours of volunteer service; SK Nick Herran 

and SK Tom Weintraut received certificates for volunteering over 300 hours of their time. 

Congratulations to the all SK’s recognized and heartfelt thank you for representing our 

Assembly so well.   

On Tuesday, September 29th, seven Sir Knights and two of their Ladies provided a meal to 

those staying at the Veteran’s House while they or members of their families are going 

through treatment at the Roudebush VA Hospital. Over 35 people staying at the house 

enjoyed a cookout of 

hamburgers, bratwursts, and all 

the trimmings. Thanks to SK 

Dick Hovermale for 

coordinating this event.  Also, a 

special thanks to all those Sir 

Knights and Ladies who 

participated. The impact we 

make and the support we offer 

these folks goes well beyond 

providing a meal as anyone 

who has ever participated can attest. Spending time with the residents and their families 

during this time of their need is extremely well received. We will sponsor at least two more of 

these events this year and I would urge anyone interested to participate. 

We will once again be collecting bicycles for homeless veterans under the leadership of SK 

Bob Wahlstrom. We are looking for bikes 26” or taller in any condition. You can drop them off 

in front of the Parish Hall between noon and 5:00 pm the weekends of September 9th and 10th 

or September 16th and 17th.  We will be taking the bikes to St. Vincent DePaul to be 

refurbished the week of September 18th.  

The Veterans’ Drivers Network for Boone County is quickly growing and needs additional 

drivers. We are actively pursuing new drivers from other Assemblies and local Zionsville 

organizations. If you have any interest in volunteering to drive, please contact Sir Knight Tom 

Schemmel at ts@ffgofin.com or Sir Knight Tom Weintraut at tom@weintrautinc.com to get 

involved. 

mailto:tom@weintrautinc.com


Coming in September: As mentioned above, the Zionsville Fall Festival Parade 

will be held on Saturday, September 9th and the Our Lady of Perpetual Help Council and 

Assembly from St. Alphonsus will again have a very prominent role.  

The Color Guard will lead our entry, followed by 

other members of the Honor Guard in full Regalia. A 

number of other 4th Degree Knights have indicated 

they will march in Tuxedos with Social Baldric. This 

group will be followed by an Octoberfest float and a 

float featuring the Knights of Columbus support of 

Special Olympics, with a number of Zionsville 

Olympians riding in and walking with the float.  

Finally, the Veterans’ Transportation Service for 

Boone County vehicle stationed at the Zionsville Fire 

Station will follow.                                                                             

Obviously this is a great opportunity for the St. Alphonsus Liguori Knights of Columbus to 

present themselves to the Zionsville community and it is very important that as many 

members of our Council and Assembly participate as possible.  

If you can march in Regalia or tuxedo and social baldric, please do so; If not, please plan on 

marching along with the floats and car in your 4th Degree blue shirt or your red Knights of 

Columbus shirt and either khaki pants or khaki shorts.  

Again, let’s take full advantage of this wonderful chance to highlight what the Knights do for 

Zionsville and Boone County. A significant representation of our Council and Assembly 

members will demonstrate our commitments to brotherhood, unity, charity, and patriotism.  

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 21st starting with dinner at 6:00 pm. 

Vivat Jesus, 

  

  

 

 


