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Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator: As we close out the 2017-2018 

business year for Assembly #3551, I want to express my sincere thanks for the support and 

assistance provided by all the Sir Knights of our brotherhood. Your commitment and hard work 

has made the last year a tremendous success, and I thought it would be appropriate to reflect 

on what we have accomplished over the last 12 months. 

I would like to look at our performance from three different perspectives: 

1. How well we represented our brotherhood, the Knights of Columbus, 

2. How well we accomplished our patriotic mission as 4th Degree Sir Knights, and  

3. Are we leaving Assembly #3551 stronger and in a better position than we found it. 

As far as representing our brotherhood, I really believe that to most people in our parish and 

community, the Honor Guard is the “FACE” of the Knights of Columbus.   Obviously the Council 

and Assembly run a number of programs from Bingo Nights to the Veterans Transportation 

Network and these programs benefit a number of groups and individuals; to those involved, it 

is apparent who the Knights of Columbus are and our efforts are much appreciated. 

At the same time, I still think that if you ask the average parishioner or the average citizen of 

Zionsville “Who are the Knights of Columbus” they would answer “those guys with the swords, 

capes and feathered hats”. That’s why I think it is so important to maintain an active and 

visible presence of the Honor Guard in community and parish activities. 

I am pleased to report that we did an excellent job of representing the Knights of Columbus 

this year under the leadership of Commander Brad Bilsland and with the participation of a 

number of members of the Guard.  



Led by the Color Guard, the Honor Guard, and more 

than 50 Knights and Sir Knights, St. Alphonsus Liguori 

had our largest entry ever in this year’s Fall Festival 

Parade including a Knights of Columbus ship float 

filled with Special Olympics athletes. 

Our Color Guard also participated in the only 4th 

Degree Exemplification in Indiana this year. 

 

But perhaps most important, the Honor Guard 

added a special presence to 14 of St. Alphonsus’ 

major liturgical celebrations this year. I can’t begin 

to tell you how many parishioners and visitors have 

favorably commented on our participation in all of 

these events; from Christmas Eve, to First 

Communion and Confirmation, and finally in a 

number of major Feast Day Masses, we have been 

complimented for the dignity we added to these 

services. Thanks to all who participated. 

 

We also began to expand our civic horizons this year 

by placing signs up to thank Firefighters and Police 

Officers. I have personally heard thanks from both 

these groups about this recognition of their efforts. 

 

 

 

Finally, we presented two Flag programs this year. 

The Flag Program is another outstanding way to 

visibly demonstrate our contributions to our 

Zionsville community.We are working to schedule a 

number of these presentations this fall.    



The Primary Principle of the 4th Degree is Patriotism and serving Veterans is the most 

significant way our Assembly has dedicated itself to accomplishing it. Our major focus in 

“Serving Those Who Have Served” is providing volunteer support to the Richard Roudebush VA 

Medical Center. 

A program that started with several Sir Knights going to the 

Medical Center and providing volunteer driver services to 

transport veterans to and from their appointments and 

treatment, grew into the Volunteer Transportation Network 

for Boone County when the VA decided to locate a vehicle 

in Zionsville. Through the efforts of SK Tom Weintraut, 

dispatcher SK Mike Rielage and 7 volunteer drivers, we now 

transport veterans in Northwest Indianapolis and Boone 

County during the normal business hours of the Center.  

 In the last 12 months, this team has volunteered 150 days to make 485 trips and transported 

veterans over 7,200 miles. Today there are 29 veterans on the list for this service who would 

otherwise have a much more difficult time making their appointments. Congratulations to Tom 

and all his team. 

In another activity, SK Dick Hovermale has organized 3 dinners 

for residents of the VA’s Vet House. This facility houses 35+ 

veterans and their family members who need a place to stay 

while they undergo treatment at Roudebush. Normally these 

folks are on their own for meals so it is a pleasant diversion for 

someone to prepare and serve a hot meal to them. It is also, 

and perhaps most importantly, a chance to interact with 

someone other than hospital staff or other patients which they 

truly appreciate. Thanks to Dick and the other SK’s and Ladies 

who participate in these events. 

Under the leadership of SK Bob Wahlstrom, we collected 28 

bicycles at the parish and delivered them to St. Vincent 

DePaul to be refurbished and provided to homeless 

veterans. In many cases this provides the only 

transportation to these folks and the program is well 

received. Thanks, Bob and all those who helped you with 

this project. 



 

Many times the veterans at the VA are in dire need of items like sweatpants, sports bras, and 

other basic necessities. Thanks to the funding from our Council #12510 and the efforts of SK 

Dick Williams these needs are met whenever possible. Dick also collects and delivers books and 

magazines to the Health Center to be distributed to the patients. Hardly a month goes by that 

the Assembly doesn’t receive several letters from the VA thanking us for filling these needs. 

Thank you Dick for you hard work.  

Also, I am happy to report that our Assembly’s volunteer hours at the Hospital continue to grow. 

Sir Knights are working in the emergency room, helping visitors and patients at the information 

booth, delivering books and newspapers, manning coffee carts, and simply spending time with 

patients to support them in very difficult times. Thank you all for your commitment to this noble 

cause.  

Recognizing our efforts at the VA would not be complete 

without a special thanks to SK Tom Schemmel who functions as 

the overseer, motivator, chauffeur, and main cheerleader for 

these volunteer activities. Tom, has truly helped our Assembly 

achieve our patriotic mission. He continues to escort each new  

volunteer at the VA to their orientation session each month. 

This year, Tom’s contributions were recognized at the 

luncheon we held for the Exemplification. Thank you Tom. 

I would like to formally thank those "silent” Sir Knights who are always there and are the 

backbone of our organization. It is easy to thank the visible leaders of activities, but as anyone 

of those identified above will tell you, “You can’t be a successful leader without the active 

support of a team.” Thank you Dennis, Bob(s), Tim, Tom, Mike, Eric, Max, Jack, Peter, Gary, 

Brent, Mark, Nick, and all the other Sir Knights who always show up whenever needed to get 

everything done. You are truly the team that makes it all happen. 

 

Finally, I would like to look at the state of the Our Lady of Perpetual Health Assembly #3551. 

This is only our third year in existence, but I believe we have grown into one of the strongest 

Assemblies in the State of Indiana. I am pleased to tell you that that opinion has been confirmed 

by numerous discussions with other Faithful Navigators and State Officials. 

 



In February, we hosted the only 4th Degree 

Exemplification for the year in Indiana. What started out 

as a small (30-35 candidates and 75-100 guests) quickly 

grew to over 90 candidates and a luncheon for 200. I can 

tell you for a fact there was a great deal of concern by the 

state master and other state officials as to whether a new 

Assembly could pull off the event.  

 

I can also tell you that after the event, there was nothing but praise for Assembly #3551 by all 

who participated. We were able to accomplish this because of the “can do” attitude of our 

Assembly and our parish. I cannot begin to thank you enough for your commitment and hard 

work to make this happen.  

This Exemplification also gave us the opportunity to grow the ranks of Assembly #3551. Of the 

almost 90 Knights who became Sir Knights that day, 20 of them joined our Assembly. This was 

an outstanding class and strengthens our ability to grow and deliver our programs in the future. 

Of the 20 new Sir Knights of Assembly #3551, seven were from Council #12540 at St. Malachi 

which brings our two member councils even closer together. We held one meeting in 

Brownsburg this year and we should continue to expand that relationship with our brother 

Council as we move forward. 

Finally, I am happy to report that we will complete all of the goals and reporting deadlines for an 

Assembly on time this year. This should enable us to achieve a 3rd consecutive Star Award. 

To complete these administrative tasks and requirements takes a lot of work and I would be 

remiss if I didn’t thank SK Tony Kauffman in particular for his efforts. I like to call him my 

“consigliare” because he has been there all year to keep me on the straight and narrow. Tony, 

thanks for all you have done and continue to do to make this assembly so successful.  

In Conclusion….   This past year has been an outstanding success for the Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Assembly #3551 because of the efforts of all of you. 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT THIS YEAR. IT HAS TRULY BEEN AN HONOR TO SERVE AS 

YOUR FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR THIS PAST YEAR.  

As we install our new officers and start a new year, let us all commit to continue to grow and 

flourish as an Assembly.  



.4th Degree News: 
Congratulations to new officers for 

the 2018-2019 year that were 

elected at June Business Meeting.  

 The new officers are: 

• Faithful Navigator                         SK Mike Weber 

•  Faithful Captain                            SK Timothy Shaw 

•  Faithful Admiral                           SK Mike Jakubisin  

• Faithful Pilot                                  SK Eric Hynson 

•  Faithful Scribe                              SK  Lucian Lupinski 

•  Faithful Controller                      SK Bernie Bruno  

• Faithful Purser                              SK Tony Kaufmann 

•  Faithful Outer Sentinel              SK Brent Stutzman  

• Faithful Inside Sentinel               SK Mark Baltz 

•  Trustee (1st yr.)                           SK Dennis Matusiak 

•  Trustee (2nd yr.)                          SK Bob Crook 

•  Trustee (3rd yr.)                           SK Tom Weintraut  
 

At the reception following his first mass on June 3rd, we presented Fr. 

Christian DeCarlo a lovely travel mass kit on behalf of the Assembly. 

Father DeCarlo was very pleased with this gift and has thanked the 

Assembly. 

Also, following the June meeting, we presented Fr. Michael McKinley a 

$100 gift card for his support as Faithful Friar this year. Fr. Mike has 

moved onto a new assignment as Assistant Pastor of St. Maria Goretti. 

 

Next Meeting: THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN JULY. Our next meeting will be: 

Thursday, August 16, 2018 

St. Alphonsus Parish Hall 
 

Dinner at 6:30 PM 

Rosary and Meeting at 7:00 PM 


