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"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man" 

 

Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator: Memorial Day is a special 

holiday; for youngsters it means the end of the school year, the beginning of summer, and the 

time for vacations; for many around the world it means the running of “The Greatest Spectacle 

in Racing”; and for all Americans it means the time to remember those who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice for our country. 

Memorial Day was originally known as “Decoration Day”. The Civil War that ended in 1865 had 

claimed more American lives (~625,000) than any other conflict in our history, before or since. 

Because of this, a number of national cemeteries had been established and many towns and 

cities had begun holding springtime tributes to these fallen soldiers by decorating their graves 

with flowers and flags and reciting prayers. The first officially recognized Decoration Day was 

in Waterloo, New York on May 5, 1866. 

In 1868, General John A. Logan, the leader of a Northern Civil War Veterans organization called 

for a nationwide day of remembrance. General Logan proclaimed, “The 30th of May is 

designated for the purpose of strewing flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of 

comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies 

now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land.”  

On that Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National 

Cemetery and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate 

soldiers buried there. Many Northern states held similar commemorative events and by 1890 

each of the Northern states had made “Decoration Day” an official state holiday. Southern 

states continued to honor their dead on separate days until after World War I.  

Decoration Day continued to be observed on May 30th, and gradually became known as 

Memorial Day. It originally honored only those lost while fighting the Civil War. After World 

War I, the holiday evolved to commemorate all American military personnel who died in all 



wars. In 1968 Congress declared Memorial Day a federal holiday to be observed on the last 

Monday in May starting in 1971. 

As Christians we have an obligation to “bury the dead”; as Americans we have a responsibility 

to honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our freedom; and finally as Sir 

Knights we have a duty to “serve those who have served”. As we state at the opening of every 

Assembly meeting, “And so it is Sir Knights, fidelity to Christ begets loyalty to the state, and the 

faithful practice of our holy religion, begets the good citizen and patriot.” 

 

4th Degree News: At the April 

Business Meeting, the slate of officers 

for the 2018-2019 year was presented 

for the first time. 

 The nominations are: 

• Faithful Navigator                         SK Mike Weber 

•  Faithful Captain                            SK Timothy Shaw 

•  Faithful Admiral                           SK Mike Jakubisin  

• Faithful Pilot                                  SK Eric Hynson 

•  Faithful Scribe                              SK  Lucian Lupinski 

•  Faithful Controller                      SK Bernie Bruno  

• Faithful Purser                              SK Tony Kaufmann 

•  Faithful Outer Sentinel              SK Brent Stutzman  

• Faithful Inside Sentinel               SK Mark Baltz 

•  Trustee (1st yr.)                           SK Dennis Matusiak 

•  Trustee (2nd yr.)                          SK Bob Crook 

•  Trustee (3rd yr.)                           SK Tom Weintraut  

This slate will be read once more at the June meeting and the floor will be open for any other 

nominations. Upon closing nominations at this meeting, the final vote for next year’s officers 

will take place. 

We have purchased a very nice Traveling Mass Kit to be presented to Deacon Christian 

DeCarlo to recognize his ordination on June 2nd. Please plan to attend Father DeCarlo’s first 

mas at 10:30 am on June 3rd at St. Alphonsus. A reception will follow mass.  



At the May business meeting, the Assembly  voted to 

purchase a commemorative brick for the Whitestown 

Veterans Memorial. Three Boy Scouts are 

undertaking this project at the Whitestown Municipal 

Building. A walkway and a reflection area will be 

created with personalized bricks representing 

individual veterans or supporting organizations. 

 

Finally, thanks to SK Tom Weintraut for an outstanding dinner at the May meeting. 

Flag Program: With summer upon us, the Flag 

Program does not have any presentations scheduled. If 

you are a member of a civic or social group that would 

like the history of “Old Glory” presented at one of your 

meetings, contact SK Maier at jmaier@indy.rr.com or 

(317) 965-9117 to schedule a presentation. 

Also, we are looking for more Sir Knights to learn and 

present this program. If you are interested in getting involved, please contact SK Maier. 

Honor Guard: The Honor Guard marched on Sunday, May 6th, 

at the 5:00 pm Mass for Confirmation and on Pentecost Sunday, May 

20th at the 10:30 am Mass. 

Counting these two services, the Honor Guard has marched 13 times 

so far this year including the Fall Festival, the 4th Degree 

Exemplification hosted by our Assembly, and 11 special masses at St. 

Alphonsus. 

Congratulations to Faithful Commander Brad Bilsland and all the 

members of the Honor Guard who have represented our Assembly so 

well. I have heard nothing but heartfelt praise and appreciation for the 

pageantry the Honor guard has added to significant church events. 

The final time for the Honor Guard to march this year will be at the 

first mass of Father Christian DeCarlo on June 3rd. Let’s have a strong 

turnout of Sir Knights in Regalia to celebrate this special day for one 

of our own. We will meet in the Narthex at 10:00 am. 
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Veterans Programs:  Finally, SK Dick 

Hovermale has scheduled a cookout dinner at 

the Veterans’ House for Tuesday, June 5th. If you 

can help, please contact Brother Hovermale at 

dickhovermale@gmail.com or (317) 850-0645. 

Spouses are also welcome to participate. 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:      Thursday, June 21, 2018  
 

                                  St. Alphonsus Parish Hall 
 

                                                       Dinner at 6:30 PM 

                                            Rosary and Meeting at 7:00 PM 
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