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"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man" 
 

Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator:  

“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!” 

‘Hymn to Joy”, words by Henry van Dyke, from the 9th Symphony of Ludwig van Beethoven 

The wonderful words of this classic hymn perfectly capture the essence of the Easter Season. 

As Deacon DeCarlo stated in his sermon on Holy Thursday, Jesus gave us several wonderful 

gifts this week- the priesthood, the Eucharist, and the opportunity for eternal salvation.  

Easter is the time to recognize how God shows His love for us, both spiritually and physically. 

Jesus loved us so much, he suffered an indescribable death to redeem us for our sins, and 

through his resurrection, to enable us to earn eternal life. To help us on this journey, he 

established the priesthood and the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist on Holy Thursday. It is up 

to each of us to accept these gifts and earn our place in heaven. 

As a reminder of this opportunity to be reborn, God created Springtime where the world 

literally evolves from the dark and cold existence of Winter to a glorious and colorful 

environment. Just as Jesus’ glorious Resurrection brings hope to our souls, God’s gift of 

Springtime brings joy to our senses. 

Let us all as Christian men and the Sir Knights of Assembly #3551 take this opportunity to 

embrace these wonderful gifts this Easter Season; and let us allow our faith and dedication to 

others to blossom and flourish along with the flowers and trees of our environment.  

May you and your families truly be “filled with the light of day” this Easter. 



4th Degree News:  Worthy 

District Master, Scott Cunningham, 

conducted the biannual District 

Meeting on March 10th. SK 

Cunningham has agreed to stay on 

as District Master for the next two 

years.  

The main topic of conversation was the intent to institute a “Mini-Exemplification” process for 

the District. Although everyone was very pleased with the Exemplification held at St. 

Alphonsus, the size of the Exemplification class highlighted the need for smaller programs in 

the future. A number of Assemblies in Indiana would like to host an Exemplification, but there 

are only a handful that have the facilities to accommodate the 85+ candidates and almost 200 

participants we hosted in February.   

Worthy Master Cunningham would like to have more ceremonies (3-5 per year) with fewer 

candidates (25 to 30) in different areas of the District. This would enable more parishes to host 

“local” Exemplifications for themselves and their neighboring Assemblies. 

To implement this plan, we will need to establish at least one and preferably two more 4th 

Degree Exemplification Teams. Everyone recognizes this will take some time to train teams 

and make this transition, but the Assemblies in the District are in agreement that this 

transition needs to happen. If anyone is interested in volunteering to be part of one of these 

teams, please let me know. 

In the meantime, Worthy Master Cunningham announced the next 4th Degree Exemplification 

is planned for June in Kentucky and a 3rd quarter program is being discussed for somewhere in 

North East Indiana. 

As is standard for a District Business Meeting, assemblies are free to propose “Resolutions” to 

the practices and procedures of the Order. Based on the level of required authority to 

implement, these resolutions are referred to the proper level of the Knights of Columbus 

(District, State Council, or Supreme) for consideration and appropriate action. 

At this District meeting, four Assemblies presented formal resolutions for consideration of 

modification of the implementation of the new regalia. One assembly asked for a deferral until 

2025 for implementation and three proposed an outright reversal of the new uniform. All four 

resolutions were forwarded to Supreme for consideration and potential action.  



On a separate topic, SK Tim Shaw has scheduled the Spring Social for Assembly #3551 for 

Wednesday, April 25th at Ulen Country Club in Lebanon, Indiana.   

Finally, thanks to Sir Knight Dennis Matusiak for providing an excellent pulled pork dinner at 

the March business meeting. 

Flag Program: The Flag Program is 

beginning to gain some interest. We have received 

inquiries from several groups to schedule 

presentations this spring and next fall. If you are a 

member of an organization that would like to have 

this program presented at one of your meetings, 

please contact SK Jerry Maier or SK Jack O’Brien to 

set it up. Also, contact Jerry or Jack if you are 

interested in participating in future programs. 

 

Honor Guard: The updated Color Corps Drill 

Manual with changes to accommodate the new Regalia 

has been released. If you are interested in reviewing 

these new uniform regulations, you can find the manual 

on the Supreme Website, “KofC.org”. Go to the “Engaged 

in Service” section, then the “Patriotic Degree Programs” 

tab, and click on “Materials” under the “Patriotic Degree 

Program Awards” section. 

As we reported above, a number of Assemblies have 

formally asked Supreme top re-consider the 

implementation of the new uniform currently scheduled 

for July, 2019. Until then, we will use the traditional 

Regalia for all civic and church appearances of our Honor 

Guard. 

While we do not want anyone to invest in the old uniform and the new uniforms are still back-

ordered, we still want to encourage anyone interested to join the Honor Guard. We will work 

with you to find the suitable old-style regalia. All you will need to provide is a tuxedo, and we’ll 

help find the rest. Contact Faithful Commander Brad Bilsland if you have an interest in joining. 



Thanks to the eleven members of the Honor Guard who marched at the Holy Thursday Mass 

on March 29th and welcome to SK Max Duarte who marched for the first time. 

The Honor Guard will participate in the 10:30 am Mass on Easter Sunday and at the First 

Communion Mass at 11:00 am on Saturday, April 28th. 

 

Veterans Programs: For those interested 

in the various volunteer opportunities at the VA 

Hospital, SK Tom Schemmel will be taking groups to 

an information and orientation session on Tuesday, 

April 10th. If you would like to find out more, contact 

Tom at ts@ffgofin.com . 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:      Thursday, April 19, 2018  
 

                                  St. Alphonsus Parish Hall 
 

                                                       Dinner at 6:30 PM 

                                            Rosary and Meeting at 7:00 PM 
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