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"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man" 
 

Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator: January is the midpoint for Assembly 

#3551’s business year, and is a good time to reflect on what we have accomplished so far and identify those priority 

areas we want to focus on for the second half of the year.  

In our Officer’s Planning Meeting in July, we identified a number of goals for the Assembly for 2017-2018: 

 Increase and strengthen the Honor Guard, 

 Increase participation in the Flag Program, 

 Strengthen our Relationship with St. Malachy, 

 Expand our VA and Veterans support, and 

 Complete all the requirements to earn the Star Award. 

The Honor Guard in traditional Regalia continues to be the visible personification of the Knights of Columbus in our 

parish and community. Under the leadership of Commander Brad Bilsland, we have marched in seven services at St. 

Alphonsus Liguori and the Fall Festival Parade. We are scheduled to participate in nine masses and church events for the 

remainder of the business year so we need the continued support of all members of the Honor Guard. Also, we need to 

work together to strengthen the Guard by increasing membership.  

The Flag Program has not been presented so far this year. We need to all think about opportunities to present the 

program and work with Sir Knights Jerry Maier or Jack O’Brien to get them scheduled. civic organizations, clubs, youth 

groups, etc. are all good candidates to present this highly rated program to. 

Our relationship with Council #12540 at St. Malachy continues to grow stronger and more members of that Council are 

becoming 4th Degree Knights in Assembly #3551 and taking active roles in our programs. We have held one meeting at 

St. Malachy so far this year and will schedule another later in the year.  

Clearly, our continued and growing support for the Roudebush VA Hospital is the premier program for our Assembly. 

The volunteer driving team, all the volunteers at the hospital itself, and the support we offer through the Veterans’ 

House Dinners are truly making a difference for the veterans and their families. There is always more to do to “serve 

those who have served” and we need to continue to expand our participation in these programs. To become a 

volunteer, contact SK Tom Schemmel to sing up for a monthly volunteer orientation session. 

Finally, we are well on our way to earning another Star Award. We have already achieved our program and recruiting 

targets and continue to meet all the deadlines for submitting reports to Supreme.   



In summary, Assembly #3551 is off to a very good start for the 2017-2018 business year. As we welcome our new Sir 

Knights from the Exemplification Class on February 3rd, we are poised to significantly increase our contributions to our 

community. 

Thank you all for all your hard work to date. I am proud to be the Faithful Navigator of such an outstanding Assembly 

and I look forward to working with each of you through the rest of the year. 

 

 4th Degree News:  As you 

know, we will be hosting the next 4th Degree 

Exemplification on Saturday, February 3, 

2018. We have 94 candidates, 40+ Sir Knights, 

and 50+ Ladies from around the state 

registered and expect over 170 people for the 

luncheon. Although it is great to have this 

kind of participation, this is a substantially 

larger crowd than we anticipated and has caused us to do some late minute scrambling. If you have already volunteered 

to help, thank you; if  you are available Saturday the 3rd and want to help let SK Tony Kaufmann or myself know. Let’s 

take full advantage of the opportunity to present St. Alphonsus Liguori to our fellow Sir Knights and Ladies. 

 

 

The signs thanking our local first responders have been 

completed and are up in front of the church. Thanks to Sir 

Knights Eric Hynson, Tony Kaufmann, and Tom Barbrick for 

making this happen in time for our visitors for the 

Exemplification. Please take the opportunity to personally thank 

any police officers or firefighters you may have contact with.  

 

Our Social Chairman, SK Tim Shaw, has scheduled an Assembly Winter Social on Sunday, February 11th at noon 

at MCL Cafeteria at 2370 W. 86th Street (the corner of W. 86th Street and Township Line Road). When you 

get there, just go through the line and pay for your meal and then go to the banquet room for the luncheon. 

This social is an informal and relaxing time to get together and enjoy a nice meal and good conversation. We 

did this last year for the first time and a good time was had by all. It will also give us a chance to welcome the 

newly knighted Sir Knights and their Ladies. 

Finally, because of the  need for the Parish Hall for the “Caring for the Elderly” seminar on Thursday, February 

15
th

, we have moved our monthly Business Meeting to Thursday, February 8
th

. Note this is the second 

Thursday of February and will replace our normal meeting scheduled for the third Thursday. 

Many thanks to SK Brent Stutzman  for arranging our meal and hosting our January business meeting at St. 

Malachy.  

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2370+W.+86th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g


Flag Program: If you are a member of any organization that 

would like a Flag Program Presentation, please contact Jerry 

(jmaier@indy.rr.com) or Jack (jackob1948@yahoo.com).  The Flag Program 

is one of the best opportunities for Assembly #3551 to present itself to our 

community and it is always very well received. 

Honor Guard: As we work through the implementation of the New 

Regalia, I am asking the members of the Honor Guard to work together for the 

good of the Assembly. We have a number of new Sir Knights joining our ranks 

and I want to encourage all of them to join the Guard. Since the old uniform is no 

longer available, anyone joining the Honor Guard will acquire the new Regalia. 

This means we will have newer Honor Guard members with different uniforms 

until July, 2019.  

I know that strong feelings remain about this new uniform and what to do during 

the transition period. At the same time the Honor Guard is an integral 

component of all major religious services at our parish from First Communion to 

Christmas Eve. We need to all work together to maintain this wonderful  

tradition and still grow the Honor Guard for the future.  

The  Honor Guard marched at the in the Feast of the Epiphany Mass on Sunday, January 7th at 10:30 a.m.  

Assembly #3551 will also provide the Color Guard for the 4th Degree Exemplification on February 3rd. 

Veterans Programs: For those interested in the various volunteer opportunities at the VA 

Hospital, SK Tom Schemmel will be taking groups to an information and orientation session on Tuesday, 

February 13th. If you would like to find out more, contact Tom at  ts@ffgofin.com . 

 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, February 8, 2018  
 

                                 St. Alphonsus Parish Hall 
 

                                                     Dinner at 6:30 PM 

                                           Rosary and Meeting at 7:00 PM 
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