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As I write my first newsletter as Faithful Navigator of the Our Lady of Perpetual Health Assembly #3551, I 

would be remiss if I did not start by recognizing and sincerely thanking my predecessors. SK Bob Crook got our 

Assembly off to a great start and achieved the rare feat of earning the Star Award for our Assembly in its first 

year. SK Tom Weintraut picked up where Bob left off and really grew our veterans’ support, especially the VA 

Volunteer Driver Program. Tom and his team made all their targets last year and we are hoping to earn an 

unprecedented second Star Award in our second year. Gentlemen, thank you. 

New Officers : Although we have not had our first business meeting yet, your  officers have had a busy 

month getting positioned for another great year. The officers of Assembly #3551 for 2017-2018 are: 

 Faithful Navigator:  SK Mike Jakubisin 

 Faithful Captain:  SK Mike Weber 

 Faithful Admiral:  SK Tom Weintraut 

 Faithful Pilot:   SK Tim Shaw 

 Faithful Scribe:  SK Eric Hynson 

 Faithful Controller:   SK Dick Hovermale 

 Faithful Purser:  SK Tony Kaufmann 

 Faithful Outer Sentinel: SK Brent Stutzman 

 Faithful Inner Sentinel: SK Mark Baltz 

 Trustee (1st Year):  SK Bob Widner 

 Trustee (2nd Year):  SK Dennis Matusiak 

 Trustee (3rd Year):  SK Bob Crook 

 Faithful Friar:   SK Rev. Fr. Dennis O’Keeffe 

 Faithful Commander:  SK Brad Bilsland 

On July 11th, at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, ten of our thirteen officers 

(accompanied by a number of their Ladies) were initiated in a joint 

ceremony with the officers of General Timothy J. Maude #2740, and 

Fr. Patrick Kelly #2850 Assemblies. The ceremony was officiated by 

Worthy District Master Scott Cunningham. A highlight of the 

Initiation evening was the presentation of the Star Award for the 

2015-2016 year to FN Bob Crook.  



VA Driving Program: July was a big month for the 

driving program as it officially became “The Veterans 

Transportation Network – Boone County”. This happened when 

the VA decided to station a car in Zionsville for transport and 

establish a specific scheduling telephone number. Thanks to SK 

Tom Weintraut for his tireless efforts to get this approved; also 

thanks to SK Mike Rielage for agreeing to be the “dispatcher” 

for this service. 

 

Flag Program: The flag program started off the month with a 

presentation to the St. Joseph Council #5290 at the installation of their 

officers on July 6th. Thanks to SK Dennis Matusiak, SK Mark Baltz, and SK 

Mike Rielage for representing our Assembly in fine fashion even while 

short-handed. We already have several requests for future presentations 

and are looking to do a number of middle school and civic presentations. 

 

Honor Guard: The Honor Guard has also gotten the year off to a great 

start. On July 27th, four members represented our Assembly at the Evening 

Prayer for the Archbishop Elect  Charles Thompson of the Indianapolis 

Diocese. On Sunday, July 30th twelve Sir Knights marched at 10:30 Mass along 

with Faithful Commander Brad Bilsland to celebrate the feast day of St. 

Alphonsus Liguori. The Honor Guard continues to get very positive 

comments about their participation and has twelve more appearances 

scheduled for this year.  

 

On July 20th, the new officers met to discuss plans for the year. Different topics were reviewed and often 

diverse opinions were expressed. In the end everyone agreed to the following goals for this year: 

 Increase participation of Sir Knights with Regalia to a minimum of 10 when the Honor Guard marches, 

 Conduct 8-10 Flag Programs, with 4-6 participants in each, 

 Conduct at least one Assembly meeting at St. Malachi, 

 Grow the VA driving program by with more drivers from inside and outside the Assembly,   

 Increase overall participation of all Members of Assembly #3551 in meetings and programs, 

 Earn the Star Award for 2017-2018 by accomplishing all requirements including communications, 

membership growth, programs and projects, and timely completion of required reports. 



Clearly the key to our success this year will be increasing the awareness and participation of each of our 

current and future members. I would ask each of you to think about how you can share your talents with your 

Assembly brothers to serve others: 

If you have Regalia, please schedule yourself to march in upcoming Honor Guard events – OUR NEXT EVENT IS 

THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION, MONDAY, AUGUST 14TH AT 7:00 PM, 

If you could dedicate some time to the Flag program please volunteer to participate in upcoming 

presentations – WE WILL BE SCHEDULING SEVERAL EVENTS WITH THE BEGINNING OF SCHOOL YEAR,  

If you can contribute some of your time to assisting VA patients, please consider driving or spending time at 

the VA Hospital – CONTACT SK TOM SCHEMMEL OR SK TOM WEINTRAUT TO LEARN MORE 

Finally, come to the business meetings and enjoy the brotherhood and fellowship of our fraternity – THE NEXT 

MEETING FOR ASSEMBLY #3551 WILL BE THURSDAY, AUGUST 17TH STARTING WITH DINNER AT 6:00 PM 

As Paul said in the letter to the Galatians 5:14-14: 

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 

the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

Pax Vobiscum, 

Mike Jakubisin 

Faithful Navigator 

 

 


